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DEDICATION. 


5 raties, 'You cannot- therefore ex- 
5 pect for ever to be doing lauda- 


ble Things, and for ever to eſ- 
cape Applauſe. It is in vain, 
you find, that you have always 
concealed greater Excellencies, 
than others induſtriouſſy preſent 
to View; for the World will 
know that your Beauty, though 
in the higheſt Degree of Digni- 
ty and Sweetneſs, is but a faint 
Image of the Spirit which inha- 
bits the amiable - Form which 
Heaven has beſtowed on you. 
It is obſerved by all who know 
you, that though you have an 
Aſpect and Mien, which draw 


t Attention and Expectation of 


- 


DEDICATION. 


5 all who: Converſe with you, and |} 
- a Wit and Good Senſe which 
ſurmount the great Conceptions. 
Your Perſon raiſes in your Be- 
holders, - thoſe Perfections are 
enjoyed by you, like Gifts of 
common Acceptation; that love- 
ly and affable Aii expreſſes only 
| the Humility of a great and ge- 
a nerous Heart; and the moſt 
: ſhining: Accompliſhments, uſed: |} 
| by others to attract vulgar Ad- 
| miration, are Serviceable to you 
N only as jo 0h adorns: 5 et a 
Charity. ei 954 
oh houph 1 petſon aa bow 
tune equally raiſe the Admiration 
and of our Whole Sex, 
to 
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DEDICATION. 


to move your Attention to their 


Importunities, your equal Spirit 


entertains it ſelf with Ideas of a 


very different Kind, and is ſol- 
licitous to ſearch for Imperfecti- | 
ons, where it were the utmoſt 


Fnjuflice for any other to imagine 
any, and *Applauſes: only awaken 


ve e an Inquiſi tion for Errors.” 
LE kkris with this Turn of Mind, 
that inſtead of Aſſemblies and 
Converſations, Books and Soli- 
trade have been your Choice, and 


you b e gone on in the Study 


of ee you ſhould be, rather 
than attended to the Cidebrition 4 
of what you are. Thus, with the 
Grew f the 2 Nw" your 


. OWN 
3 ; 8 7 


bay 8 © — on} Ay . a 


DED TCATION. 


inferior to tht more Lea 


Ours, a Cloſet, a Bower, or ſome 
Beauteous Scene of rural Nature, 


has conſtantly robbed the World 
of a Lady's: Appearance, Who 


never was beheld. but with Glad- 


neſs to her Viſitants, nor ever ad- 
mired but with Pain to Herſelf. 


But a conſtant Diſtribution of 


large Charitics, a Search for 


jets of new Bounty, and a chit 


ful Choice of modeſt Merit, or 
ſuffering Virtue, touch the 8 


of thoſe who Partake your Good- 
neſs too deeply to be born with- 


out e for, W an 


TOES loath | 
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loath to offend? your Ten derneſs in 
this eee, Mi ws I know; when 
IL. ſay this, the Fatherleſs and the 

Widow, the neglected Man of 


Merit, the Wretch on the ſick 


Bed, in a word, the Diſtreſſed 
under all Forms, will from this 
Hint learn to Trace the 1 
Hand which has ſo: often, 


from Heaven, conveyed to ben 
what they have asked in the An- 


guiſh of Soul, when none could 


| 20 but He who. has bleſſed 


youwithſo-ample a Fortune, and 
given you a vo: to OA it in 
His Service. it 

I xl Eg more than 5 is 


here intimated be not the plain 


T rat, 


as: a foro ww ine aa —-aAS 
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Truth, it is im poſſible to come 
at what is fo, 25 one can find 
e none who ſpeak of you, who 
are not in Love with your Per- 
K ſon, or indebted to your Fortune. 
4 II viſh you, as the Completion of 
s Humane Happineſs, a long Con- 
d. tinuance in —. what "08! are; 


and am, | 
| 

5 ö 

a | 
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| Mapan, 


mo Humble Servan, 
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Gre 1 Vices that are apt to corrupt Lie ' 
in general, but always with a particular 
View to the ſofter Sex, I ſhall now Ad- 
_ dreſs my {elf to them in the ſeveral Rela- 
tions of Daughter, Wife, Mother, Widow, - 
and Miſtreſs ; and-inquire a little into the Extent and Exer- 
ciſe of their Relative Duries, as ſuch : 1 I: . 
that of Children to their Parents. ; 
To our Parents we in the firſt Place owe Rovieratics an: 
Reſpect. We muſt behave our ſelves towards them with 
all Humility and Obſervance ; and muſt not, upon any 
Pretence of - Infirmity in them, deſpiſe: or contemn them, 
either in outward Behaviour, or ſo much as inwardly in 
our Hearts. If indeed they have Ifirmities, it muſt be 
our Buſineſs to cover and conceal them, as Shem and 
aphet, who cover'd their Father's Nakedneſs, while the 
Accurſt Cham diſcloſed it. This muſt be done in ſuch a 
Vo. II. B wuanner 
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Nee 
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he DAUGHTER. 


n might 
as much as may be, to — — 


tram 


Lalladugſſs of aur Parents, which. men tempt us. to f 


think Irreverently. of; them. This.is. very;contrary, to the 
Hractice of 3 who-do nat only publiſn 
and deride the Infirmwties of their Parents, but pretend they 
have.thoſe. which they have not. There is com · 
monly ſuch a Pride and Headineſs in Vouth, that they 
cannot bear Submiſſion to tha Counſels and Directions of 
their Elders, and therefore to ſhake them off, are willing 
to have them paſs for the ffects of Dorage, when they 
are indeed the Fruity of Sobriety and Experience. Heark- 
en to thy Father that begat thee, ſays the Wiſe- man, and 
Deſpiſe not thy Mother when ſhe is old. But the Youth of 
our our Ag ſet up for Wiſdom the quite contrary way, and 


think that by deſpiſing and. ridiculing their Parents, they 3 


ſhall acquire the Reputation of whe. If fuch will not 
practiſe Solomon's Exhortations, let them remember his 


Threats. Ihe Eye that mecketh-his Father, and deſpiſech to F 
obey. his Mother, the, Ravens of the Valley-ſhall t ; 


and the young Eagles ſhalli eat- it. 

Love is another Duty-which we owe our Parents: We- 
are to be heartily: deſirous of all manner of Goad to them, 
and to abhor to do N thing that may grieve or diſquiet 
them. This will appear by common Graticude, when*tis- 
r ere. ante fred: docs for Us, how 
they were not only the Inſtruments of bringing us into 
the World, but alſo of Suſtaining and Supporting us after. 
Certainly they that rightly weigh the Cares and Fears that 
go to the bringing up of a Child, will judge the Love ot 
that Child to be but a tolerable Return for them. This: 


Love is to be expreſt in all kindneſs of Behaviour. W 


muſt gladly and readily do thoſe things which : 
Joy and Comfort to them. And ſince the Debt a Child 
owes a Parent is ſo great; that he can never hopes himſelf 


to diſcharge *** to a 5 N | 


not behold-it. Wes aye, f 
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du te beg of nt that he iI revind'e® che Gd his 
2 Parents tive dene fes him. by. mute phying his Bleffings up- 
on tkern. What ſhalb we them foy to che CHHdren, whot 


instead oft cahug off Heavens f on their Parents. 
eſt” Exserstiems agihft them? * This is (PHE a thing, 
that ode Would time tlpere needed Ne aguinſt it; 
beeduſe none cbuld᷑ be ſo vile as to FAll/ines iet But weer 
God Him fel whe beſt kneys Mens Hears, fd it pofff· 
bie, ad" therefere laid the heavieſt” Fuffſhiffent upon it. 
He rhutCurſtth bis Father or Mohr, ler fm die the Delrh. 
And alis? ob daily Experiemet tells us, that this curſing of 
Pliyents*is not only* poſfible, bur corre. Howe many* 
Childret are there, that either threꝰ Ipatienee of the GO 


vetnmegtf or Greelieſs of | the*Pbſeſihbrs of thel? Barns, 


have with their Dans? Lertksſe tit Me ir remember, how 
fairly and phutibly” ſoevEr they carry it before Men there 


is one who ſees thoſe ſecret Wiſnes of their Heirs; and in 


his Sight they aſſuredly paſs” for thoſe” Helneüs-Offetiders, 
77 99 — it is to de the 
Death: Let them confider; tf God" hath as well the 
Power of Puniſning as of Seeing, ant theré fore firice he 
has pronounced” Dea tò be rhe Reward of thit S. tis 
not unreaſonable to expect he may himſelf inflick it? That 
they*wht wateh'for the Dent of tRenParimhs,” may un- 
timely meet their o. Whittds 6 rhoſe* that” Homony 
their Farther and their Movher,” is promis d he Bleſſing of 
Long Lift. 1 | 

| Abe he Puty vye owe to Parents is Obenience. This is 
not: omy enjoy us by” the Fifth Commitment, but ex- 
pteſty in other Plates of the Shure: Children, bey pour 
Parents in the Lord. We owe them Obenfence in an hf s; 
unleſ whitre ther Commands are contrary” tothe Com- 
mars of Got, in hie Cafe ou Duty to God muſt be 
pteferb d. If auy Parent ſhall be ſo wicked as to require 
his Child to Seal, or Heer ot to do a Unlawful ting 
e B 2 the» 
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4 The DaueRHTER. | | 
nnn againſt his Duty, if he difobeys 3 | 
that Command. On the contrary,' he mult diſobey, or 


elſe he ofſends againſt a higher Duty, that which he owes 
to God his Heavenly — However when tis thus ne- 
ceſſary to refuſe Obedience, it ſhould be done in ſuch a mo- 
geſt reſpectful manner, that it may appear tis Conſcience 


only, and not Stubboraneſs, which moves him to it. But 
when the Commands are lawful, that is, when the thing l 
commanded is either Good. or not Evil, there the Child is 3 


bound to Obey, be the Command in a Weightier, or Light- 4 


er matter. How little this Duty is regarded, is too mani- 
feſt every where in the World, where Parents generally 2 
have their Children no longer under Command, than they 7 
are under the Rod. When they are once grown up, they 
think themſelves free from all manner of Obedience to. 


them, or if ſome continue to pay it, yet let the Motive of 4 | 
it be examin d, and it will in too many be found to be 


Worldly Prudence. They fear to diſpleaſe their Parents. 


not for fear of diſpleaſing God, but leaſt they ſnould ſhor- 7} 
ten their Hand towards them, and they ſhould: loſe ſome- F 


what by it. How few are there that Obey purely becauſe © 
Obedience is a Duty? How few that are as much afraid 
of the Curſe of Diſobedience, as of the Misfortune of Diſe 1 
inheritance? 
Children never more highly diſobey their Parents chan i in 
Marrying againſt their Conſent. They are ſo much the 
Goods, the Poſſeſſions of their Fathers and Mothers, that 
they cannot, without a kind of Theft, give away them - 
felves. They muſt have the Allowance of thoſe that have 
the Right in them; and therefore we ſee under the Moſai- | 
cal Law, the Maid that had made any Vow was not ſuffer d 
to perform it, unleſs-ſhe had the Parents Conſent, whoſe 
Right was thought of force enough to cancel and make 
void the Obligation even of a Yow; which ought to be ſo 
much conſider d by us, as to keep us from wg any 
juch, by which that Right is . | „ 
2 | 
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The DauvcurtEts. 17 
Another Duty to Parents is, to aſſiſt them in all their 


4 | Wants, of what kind ſoever, whether Weakneſs and Sick- 
i | neſs of Body, decay of Underſtanding. or Poverty and 
| Lowneſs in Eſtate: 15 all theſe the Child is bound, accord- 
ing to his Ability, to relieve and aſſiſt them. For the two 


former; Weakneſs of Body and Infirmity of Mind, none 


q can doubt of the Duty, when they remember how every 


Child did in his Infancy receive the very fame Benefit from 


ö their Parents. The Child had then no Strength to ſupport, 
no Underſtanding to guide it ſelf, the Care of the Parents 


was fain to ſupply both theſe to it; and therefore, in com- 
mon Gratitude; whenever either of theſe becomes the Pa- 
rents. Caſe, as ſometimes by great Age or ſome Accident 
botk do, chive Child is to perform the {ame Offices back a- 
gain to them. As to that of relieving their Poverty, there 


: is the very ſame Obligation to that with the former: It 


being but an Act of juſtice to ſuſtain your Parents, as 
you Parents ſuſtaind you. Beſides, Chriſt teaches us that 


3 this is contain'd within the Precept of Honouring our Pa- 
rents; for when he accuſes the Phariſees of rejecting the 


Commandment of God, to cleave to their own Traditions, 
he inſtances in this Particular concerning the relieving of 
Parents, where tis maniteſt, that this is a Part of the Du- 
ty enjoin'd by the Fifth Commandment : As may be naw 
at large in the Seventh Chapter of St. Mark, 

How then ſhall thoſe anſwer it, who deny Relief to 
their poor Parents? who cannot part with their own Ex- 
eeſſes and Superfluities, which are indeed their own Sins, 
to ſatistie the Neceſſities of thoſe to hom they owe their 
Being? Some are ſo very wicked, that out of Pride, they 
{corn to own their Parents in their Poverty. Themſelves 
Ing advanced to Dignity and Wealth, they often think 

a Diſparagement- to them to look on their Parents in 
their low Condition, it being, as they think, the * 
to the World the Meanneſs of their Birth; and thus the 
poor Parent 8 the Proſperity of the Child. 
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This is ſuch a Pride and Uanaturaineſs 
ſurely iind a aſharp Vengeance from God, it being a double 
$2, and dauble, . nll CI 
mens. 

e ee ae eee une eee oh eee 


Gili of this Duty; tho the Gratitude due to a kind p. 


nent be a aicty forcible Motive to make the Child pay it, 
yet that is not the only nor chiefeſt Ground of it, which 
is laid. in the Command of God, ho requires us · thus to 
Honaur our Parents; and therefore, tho we ſhould ſuppoſe 
a Parent ſo Unnatural as never to have done any thing to 
oblige the Child, vrhich can hardly be — yet ill 
the Command of God continues in force; and if no Tye 
6 us, wee bound till to o- 

There is all the Reaſon in the World, chat while Oh 
dren want Underſtanding (o dict char Choice and Will, 


and therefore ſhould obey while they do not underſtand. 


* = 
3 1 


Even Ghildren themſelves ſee this, as ſbon as in the leaſt 


degree they come to Reaſon: They tee that if they had 
been left to themſelves, they had, in many Caſes, come 
to Miſchief; aud that it was therefore fit they ſhould obey 


their Parents Orders and Commands. People ſamewhat | 
older ſee as much Neceſſity that they ſhould do fo too, 
and they themſelves will fee as much, when they have out- 
grown their childiſh Fancies; they will fee, that their Pa- 
rents Wildom, Experience, and Capacity, were muck | 


fon fitter to Rule and Guide them. 1 beliene chere ars 


greater than their own, and chat chey were for that Rea- | 


ew People in the World that have, whileyoung; diſputed 


r who have 
not afrerwards chang'd their Minds, and found they were 
truly wiſer, better, and more reaſonable to be comply'd 
with than their own Wills and Humours, tho for the pre- 
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Parents muſt needs difcern what is more fit and proper 
tor their Children; and tho' they may be now and then 


I — yet it is always ſafeſt to follow their Inſtructions 
aud Commands. When Childten obey their Parents, If 


they afterwards happen to miſcarry, yet they have this to 
comfort them, that they ey in their Duty, that 
they took the wiſeft Courſe, ſuch as all good People 3 
prove; and every one is more ready to pity and help ſu 

under their Mistfortunes, than ſuch as bel into the like 
thro Srubborneſs, Seif-Conceit, and Diſobodience. As there 


| + all the Prefumption in the World on the Side of the Pa- 
rents, that their Advice and Commands are the wiſeſt and 


moſt reaſonable, ſo there is alſo all the Certainty of the 


| 'good Intention and Defign that can be- Who ſhould in- 
tend the Benefit of the Children fo much às the Parents, 


who ſeem to live for no other End chan to do them Good? 
They have no other Aim than their Advantage; all their 
Care and Study, all their Thoughts are fixt on them; 
ſuffer a thoufand Inconvenienicies for their Sake, and chute 
to tive ſometimes penurioufly, chat their Children may ive 
at Eaſe and Plexſare; and who ſhould ſufpect the Coun- 
2 and — ſuch, of want of Love and Kind- 
87 is nothing more proper uade, khan an 
—_— that they do it out of Love; jet rem ourGood 
Now no one can poſſibly be fo affur'd of the Kind- 
E and Good-will of any one beſides, as of his Paretits, 
and therdfore the Command of no one «ought to be enter- 
tain'd with a better Opinion than that of Parents; this 
would help to forward our Obedience to them. were it well 
vonſider d. Young People thou'd reflect a little, that theſe 
Kage Commands come from thoſe that have liv'd 
great deal zonger than Wy have, thit have made Re- 


n ud Inf ; they Have had Parents them- 
Eres, and vither fallow their Advice, * 
B 4 8 
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doing it. The Duties enjoin d are perhaps unacceptable to 3 4 
me; they are ſuch as I ſhould not chuſe, ſuch as I do not 
like; but I have often found my ſelf miſtaken, and I hare 
no reaſon to think my ſelf wiſer than they who perſuade 
me otherwiſe than I am inclin d. I am but of Yeſterday, 
and know little; I have no Experience; and ſure theſe a- 
rents have not liv'd ſo long for nothing. Old Age has 
ſomething in it Good. Wiſdom and Knowledge moſt: com- 
monly attend it, and qualifie them to be Counſellors. Fur- i 
ther, there is no body ſo likely to wiſh me well as they: 1 
There is no body has done ſo much for me, no body grieves 
at my Miſcarriages like them, or ſtudies with that Con- 
cer and Care to prevent them: Other People, as it comes 
in their Way, give me good Counſel, and ſay the ſane 
Things in effect that Parents do: They warn me of the 
lame Dangers, and exhort me to the ſame Duties: But 1 
can plainly perceive there is a great deal of — be- 
tween the Mind and Concern with which Parents ſpeak, 
and thoſe of other People, though good Friends: They 
ſpeak with a lively Senſe and Feeling, with Force and Af- 
tection, in great Earneſt, and from the bottom of the 
Heart, as if they were to endure to Evils they warn us to 
avoid, and ſhare with us the Miſeries we ſhall undergo, i; 
we follow not their Counſels. They ſeem to be exceed- 
ingly inzereſted in our Behalf, and yet tis evident they can 
make no manner of Advantage of our complying with 
them: They can get nothing by us, but Content and 
Satisfaction. ” Al they have already is ours in Deſign, and 
all they are getting ſtill, and deſire to get, is for us; where- 
fore we can ſuſpect them of no Deſign upon us, and all 
theſe Things ſhew us moſt evidently, that what they fay 
to us, and the Commands they lay upon us, proceed from 
the trueſt, moſt ſincere and diſintereſted Affection. They 
are Afflicted when we are Unhappy; let them be never ſo 
Wiſe, or Rich, or Honourable, our Folly, Sin, and Diſobedi- 
. Once will make them. * tho' they loſe . 
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cher Vaderſtanding, Wealth, nor Places, yet ſuch is their 
Concern for us, that in all theſe Thing 
unleſs we will conſent to make them ſo, by being Dutiful 
and Obedient, and taking good and virtuous Courſes, On the 
cther Side, let us be never ſo Viſe, or Rich, or Honourable, 


s they are not Happy 


all that our Parents get by it is Pleaſure and Content; for 
which, inſtead of taking ought away, they lift up their 


Hands and Hearts to God, and bleſs us; and can I think 
4 | the Counſels and ON 


zommands ot ſuch People are not the 
beſt they can give me, the moſt kindly intended, and fit- 
rod for my Practice and Compliance? 

Tho the Commands of Parents do often croſ the Gi. 


4 Deſires, and hinder them from purſuing their Plea- 
ſures, yet it is not becauſe their Parents envy them their 
Pleaſures, or deny them Satisfaction; but becauſe the Pro- 


4 ſecution of their Deſires, in the forbidden Inſtances, is cri- 
minal, and would be hurtful to them, tho perhaps they 
ſee it not. They never command them to do any thing, 
burt the doing of it tends to the Childrens Advantage; 
erer forbid-any thing, but what is hurttul in its Self and: 
Conſequences; and therefore tho the Children ſee nothing. 


nor 


but Pleaſure in what they propoſe, yet the Parent ſtands 
higher, and fees there is alſo Sn, or Danger near it, and 


| how.i it will operate at a Diſtance, and what Fruits it will 


And as they remember their Parents to have hin- 


dera them, when they were younger, from eating ſeveral. | 


Meats, or drinking ſeveral Drinks, and doing ſeveral Things 
which they then lik d, and deſir d to have, -and-griev'd 
and repin'd at the Refuſal, which yet they are now ſatis- 
fy d proceeded from no Unkindneſs, but turn d, as it was 
intended, to their Benefit: So might they learn to con- 
elude, that the commanding them Things for the preſent 
uneaſie, and forbidding them Things for the preſent ſweet 
and deſirable, may be full as reaſonable and fit to be com- 
ply d withalʒ and that when a little Time is over- paſt, and 
the * of Pleaſure 5 ſpent, they will. be e⸗ 
"qua ly 


qually 8 with che Exe and. <9" of their 27 
rents. And this young Beople woud do well to improve; ? 
they are capa ble of conſidering, and they ought to do it. 
Let them enquire of all their Acqugintance that are grown _ 
up, and older than themſelves, and the older ſtill che bet- 
ter, and ſee how many of theſe there are that willtel hem, 
It is better, wiſer, and ſafer $6 follow their own Ru, 
than the Advice of their Barents, and how many won 1 
Experience haye ſucceeded in dilabeying n 
how many there are that are not grew d at — 
ence, and do not wih moſt — they had complyxd 
with what was advis d or requir d of them. And when | | 
they find that all the World agree, that notwithlianding 
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Ws 
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cheir preſent Deſires, and the uneaſineſs of complying it 3 


the Commands of Parents, yet it is better ſo to do; that 
they who have obey'd are very much ſatisfy d, and they 1 
who have not are griev'd and troubled, and wiſh they had. 
'They will fee they ought to conclude, that however unas- 
ceptable ſome Commands of 2 
be, yet it is better to Field to them, than to indulge; their 3 
own Humours; and that the united Wiſdom and Experi- 
ence of the whole World is a Gfer bottom „e. E 
on, than an Longing. 3 
For theſe Reaſons Ghildren ould chemfijves, ache | 
| times thay dome 46 be Paneer, exact, vequins and find Or 
bedience at their Ohilaraus Hands; this. - one expects; | 
this all are naturally led to. Where is che Parent that does 
not think it reaſonable his Children ſhou'd obey him, even 
r. their Inclinations, and ſhou d not — his WII. 

dom and Experience to their own Will or Underſtanding, 
and truſt to his Affection, Love, and Favour, - rather than 
purſue their own, Humours? Upon the fame Grounds 
that any one. expects Obedience from his Ohildren, he knows 
he ought to pay i 
ng People obſerving, as t may, Parent⸗ 
1 Obalience at their Children's Hands, may 


very 
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The DAUGHTER. IT 
very well conclude that the) fhall do fo tos, whin-ever 
they come to be Piretits; and hat there muſt certainly be 
good Reaſon in x Praftice, which al the ditferite Nations 
in the World agree and center in, Tf they can imagine 
that all the World con'd not agree fri any thing, that wis 
not reaſonate and juſt, and yet agree in ig Chiles 
to obey their Parents, they wi quickly ſer That it is Juſt 
and realbitable for Gbilliher 66 obey their Fronts; for the 
Parents cbu d not rexſonably 1 dt, if it wet not rea- 
Hitt the Cher how pive it. 

To ſhew how fit it is to c y with aud obey out E- 
vents, God cas himf, throughout the Holy 
our Farher, and from thar Title and Relation Calls for our 
Obedietire; and therefore ſtubborn, Beall- ong, difdbedienit 
and rebdlious Chan ought to think upon theſe Things; 
to conſider a the Tyes and Oblipetions they have 10 Be 
Obeufen to their Purener; the Reaſonableneſs, "Ms 4 — 
the Security of being fo, the Approbation of 35 
Phe, a Meng of Goel d g e ang Wir it; and 
on the other hand, the Grief and Probl of Mint, the 
Sorrow and Repentance at home, che Shame and Infamy 
from abroad, and the Diſpleaſte of Almighty'God, that 


attend and follow Diſobedienceto Parents. 
| 21 rear many Caſs, in which te 
Children plead Exempr m this Rule, in which they. | 


do not Ln ey obey e Ten, Commands, and yet 
defend themſelves as no Tranſgreſſors of this Law; it 
may be of ſome uſe to ſee in what Particulars they are 0 
Len; obey without Reſerve, and in What they are at 
y; that the Duty of Children, and the Juſt Autlori- 
y of Parents, may be ; bork of them ſecur d. 

” has been abſerv'd; that, in the great Affair of Mar- 
yiage, a ſtrict Obedience to the Will of Parents is requird, 
Indeed it is not expreſly ſaid in Scrimure, that Childrez 
hall not Marry without the Conſent, or againſt the Will 
8 but „ that they ſhall 0. 
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nour and obey them; and it will be hard to reconcile Marry- 
ing againſt Conſent, with honouring the Parents, or Mar- 
rying againſt Command, with obeying them; and general- 
ty ſpeaking, the Inſtances and 'Examples of Marriages in 
Scripture, are ſuch as ſhew the Parents had the chicfeſt | 
Hand in making them up. The Stile was ever thus, Thas 
Such a One gave his Son or Daughter to ſuch a One in Mar- 
riage; wherefore the Law being given particularly to the * 
Fews, and this being the general Praftice amongſt them, 
it is not unreaſonable to think they held themſelves bound | 
by this Law, not to Marry againſt their Parents Will or 
Conſent. But whether oblig'd by this Law, or no, the 

' Cuſtom was ſuch that it was ſeldom otherwiſe, and that 
not only among the Fews, but even among the Greeks and 
Romans, two of the wiſeſt and moſt civiliz d People of 
the World. There wou'd be no end of Citations to this 
Purpoſe, out of their Books; they are all full of them; 
and tho there muſt be many Examples to the contrary, yet 
there are no Rules or Precepts in favour of the Childrens 
Liberty; but when they take it, tis ſtill with Blame. This 
Diſpoſal of Children by Parents, is not only a Matter rea- 

ſonable, fair, and approv'd by wiſe and good Men among 

them, and ſtrengthen d by Cuſtom uncontrol'd and imme- 

morial, but it paſt into Laws and Statutes, They reckon'd 

there was no Marriage without theConſent of the Parents, 
and. the Children were all accounted Baſtards. 
for a great while made no Alterations in the Matter: The 
Civil Laws of Chriſtian Emperors confirm'd the Opinion 
of the Ancients, and the Sentence of the Church went a- 
long with them: The Canons, and the Judgment of the 
beſt Writers, are all on this Side; they ſtill make the Con- 
ſent of Parents eſſential to the Contract. The Laws of our 
own Nation take no notice of Conſent of Parents: They 
truſt it, I believe, to the Reaſon of the Thing itſelf, and 
to the Wiſdom of all Ages, and to the Cuſtom and Ex- 
: ample of almoſt all Nations; but the Canons of our 3 
0 
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uulleſs arriv'd to the Age of 21, to make any — 
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dare not venture that; they poſitively require Conſent of 
Parents; they tell us, that it is not ful for anyChiliren, 


Contract without the Conſent of | their Parents, or, in 
caſe they are dead, ot their Guardians and Governors; and 
that is one good End the Church propoſes, in publiſhing 
the Banns of Matrimony, that the Farents and People con- 
cern'd may know whether they think fit to agree to their 
Childrens Choice or no. And that this End may not be 
defeated by the Secrecy of Licences, it is required, that one 
of the Parties mould depoſe on Oatb, that Conſent of the 
Parents is not wanting, before you can obtain the Licance. 
This Care our Church takes, tho much in vain, which 
ſufficiently ſhews her Opinion of the Matter, how far the 
reckons the Conſent of Parents neceſſary. - 

It is but reaſonable however that we aud 1. and 
conſider what may in this Caſe be an{wer'd by the Chil 
dren. Marriage is certainly a State and Condition on which 
the Happineſs of Life does very much depend, more than 
indeed moſt People think upon betore hand. To be con- 
fin d to live with one perpetually, of whom we have no 

Liking and Eſteem, muſt certainly be a moſt uneaſie State. 


There had need be a great many good Qualities to recon- 
cile a conſtant Converſation to one, even where there is 


ſome. Share of Kindneſs and Affection; but without 
Love, the very beſt of all good Qualities will never make 
a conſtant Converſation eaſie and delightful; and whence 
proceed thoſe endleſs and innumerable. domeſtick Miſeries, 
that plague and utterly confound ſo many Families, but 
from want of Love and [Kindneſs in the Wife or Hus- 
band? From whence comes their Neglect and careleſs 


Management of Affairs at Home, and their profuſe and 


extravagant Expences abroad? in a Word, it is not eaſie, 
as it is not needful, to recount the Evils that ariſe abun- 
dantly from the want of Conjugal Affection only; and 


ll 1 
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fearfel Blarard that can be, who Marrics withont this Af. 
feSSon in themitives, and without good Aﬀtrance of it 
in che other,” Nd fince it is impoſſible for any one to 
Love with another's Affections, but with their own, the 
kuren muſt confeler tis, eſpeciafly hovy chey engage their 
Shale to Marry, where at ſeuſt a hopeful Froſpect of 
ts Lene does not appear, ſeaſt white they are endeavour- 
inp to mabe their Childrer , they make them of all 
 Cremtires che moſt Miſerable, and thet irremeGably fo. it 
here be reafon that Toung People mould be left in any 
to themſelves, and to their own Liberty, it ſeems to 
de in the Choice of theſe with whem they are to live and 
dye, with whom they are to venture being Happy or Un- 
happy A their Days. Tt ont doubt d nothing fo 
neceſſary as in Marriage. Do you not know, ſays one of 
ON, That Marriage belongs to Us our ſelves, and muſt be 
Matter of our Choice? - Our Afſections are our Maſters, 
not our Servants: And you cmnot by all your Power 
and Might, nor by your frequently reiterated Orders and 
Commands, cauſe me to Love or Hate where you, thafl 
fix. Then is Marriage like to be Happy, when 
both agree in loving each the other; and therefore ſince I 
am to have a Wife or Husband the Partner of my Bed, 
and of all the Joys and Sorrows that are likely to befall 
me while I live, I muſt ſeek for one that I can like; 1 
think, for ever. Ido not ſay that this is all'a reaſonable 
as it ſhouſd be, but there is Reaſon' enough in it, to make 
che Parents. very careful and confidering; dars char rep org 
not their Authority too far in conſtraining en to 
Marry, not only e Averſion, but 
n kcibood thr there if nor be a 


T de doe fec-what it od avail any one to object a- 
gainſt this, the great Power given by the Lame of the An- 
cient Greets and Romans to Parents over their Children. 
— NETING not only to ſell their 
Chil- 
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are oblig d ——— and therefore tho 


ef their Children, as to dilpoſe-of 


— meet with a Caſe where 
fit, when the Chill cannot love nor like the Poriba whom 


mant might be. A 
2 the Corntry. 
Zell, ſpeaking generally, did not ſafer the Wimen to go 


People of other Kingdoms had ſo abſoknely the Commend 
chem in Marwage hew 
and where they pleaſed, yet is not their Example bullies 


to zuſlifie a 2 any Surther ban the - 


is otherwiſe fit, amo 


Thing mal be ocherwile 


the Parexe would force him or her to Marry. Children 
Poiat, 


are not tyſd to this ſtriòt Obedionce in this fingle 
only becauſe the Chilaren of the Fews, or Greeks, or N- 
„is te be had e the Cu- 


The Fews, as all the People of the 


abroad as ours do; They wont to-viſie a Relation or near 
Friend, and that ly, and mixt not with Common 
Company; which, with the Modeſty peouliar to that Sex, 

ived them of the Opportunity of of them- 
ſelves, ſo that their Parents only muſt. or could diſpoſe of 
them; and when they were onee Marry d, they kept ve- 
ry much at Home, and ſaw but little A 5 
The Greeks and Romans ſeem to have had more 


but yet not near ſo much as ours have; This, rene 
oug 


. DauckrR. 


arne, for if the Cufomms 
the Cormtry allow. the: Women Liberty to; {es and to be 
of all, both before and after they make it 
ſomerhat more reaſonable for them to chuſe their Part- 


4 


f 
4 
7 


ners with whom they are to live, not in Confinement, 


but at Liberty, that they may not afterwards diſlike them, 
nor be betray d by ſuch their Liberty into ne Liking, 
1 neyer can obtain. And there is 
more Reaſon that the Sons of theſe Old People ſhould 
entirely at the diſpoſal of their Parents, rather than the 


. Daugheets, becauſe: Marriage-was not halt ſo grievous to 


them: for they were allow'd more Mies than One, Di- 
vorces were cheap and eaſie, and they took great Liberties 
beſides with —. they oould; and therefore if they lik d 


not the Condition or Perſon of a Wife, they either wan- 2 
2 from her Bed, and took to looſe Courſes, which they | 


do, it was ſo common, without much Scandal or 
11 Fame, or elſe they quickly found occaſion for Divorce; 
and therefore to be Marry d, tho 2 their Liking and 
: Conſent, was no great Hardſhip, the Cuſtoms of the Na- 
Sade the: Licenl: e the Times. a em. 
Liberty, and this made it much more reaſonable for the 
S. to beat eee DEI! than eo 
: "The Cale af ce! is 3 They hangs 
Liberty allow'd' of any kind. - Chriſt; has oblig d them to 
Love each other, and no other, even till Death. 
Chriſtian Pair is now reduc'd:to their Original Standard, and 
are to be as Eve and Adam were to each other, Faithful 
and Kind, without ſo much as Hope of changing. This 
makes it to be infinitely more the Concern of Chriſtians, 
to look they Marry none but whom they Love, and fully 
intend to Love, than of other People en Laws and Cu- 
foams: allow'd\ them greater Liberties; and therefore it is 
not altogether fair to urge the Inſtances and Examples of 
det du of People io atten in a Cetin Kingdom, tor 
4 72 cy 
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The DAUGHTER: 17 
they might much more reaſonably, becauſe more 


ſiubmit to the Will and Command of their Parents, that 
* Chriſtians in ſuch caſes of Marriage can. And when Pa- 
rents remember that their Commands are to lay Obligations 


on their Children, that will laſt when they themſelves are 
dead and gone, and from which they never can be- freed, 


do all the Evils in the World Thould happen to them, 
they will be cautious and ſparing how they lay ſuch Com- 
7 mands upon them, againſt their Inclination and Liking. 


However there will be always ſome difference between 
Childrens refuſing, with all Submiſſion and Reſpect, to 


comply with the Commands of their Parents, in Marrying 


ſuch whom they are ſure they do not Love; and their 


Marrying where they will, without the Conſent, or a- 


gainſt the Commands of their Parents. The Diſobedience 


of the One is much more pardonable and pitiable than the 


Diſobedience of the other, becauſe it is much more in the 
Childrens power to keep themſelves free from engaging 
their Affections, than it is to ſettle them where the Pa- 
rents pleaſe. Aud to refuſe to Marry when commanded, 


is not ſo likely to dd any Injury or Diſhonour, as to Mar- 


ry againſt Command is to do both or either; and yet in 
Excuſe of ſuch Difobedience, as Marrying of themſelves, 
Reſpect and Conſideration are to be had to the Te 


Age and Condition. 


The Cuſtoms of the Work, and Reaſon, conſent in 


giving ſuch Perſons ſtil} more Liberty, the Older they 
grow. They are not to be Maſters: of themſelves while 
Young, becauſe their Reaſon and Underſtanding are imper- 
fe&. They have not Judgment enough to conſider what is 
Good or Evil for them. Their Paſſions and Affections are 


ſtrong and prevalent, always looking towards Pleaſure, and 
they have not Conſideration enough to correct or check 


the Diſorders of their Will and Deſire. If theſe be the 


true Cauſes why they ought to be ſubject to the Com- 


-mands of Parems and Swperiors, while Tawng, it is but = 
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| Dboilience, but becauſe the greater 


meaſure, excuſe the Childrens 
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lat as theſe wear off, and Reaſon, * ng, and 
ſucoted, their Chains fould wear | away, aut 
heir Reſtraint be deſſend. This is generally allowed in 
Second Adarringes, Phe ſirſt does ſo 'emaneipate and 
free the (Children from the Parents Power, that it is not 
accounted Diſcbadience, hen they Marry the Second time 
without Conſent. Now ithis is not, becauſe the Parents 
are no longer Huren,, 8 ty'd to Dutiful 
and Reaſon make 
them fitter to oonſider themſelves, and to lock after their 
own Affairs. Tis indeed a Maxim, that they who are 
once emanci and ſet free, do never return to Servi- 
nude, and therefore the Children being once freed from 
their Pana Authority by Mayringe, come not again un- 
dertheir Power as to a ſecond Ma But I believe, 
Xlat Fulneſß of Age, Maturity of Ju 


dgment, 'Sobriety, and 
Steadinefs of Mind and Temper, are better Reaſons for 
Chilarens Liberty, and Exemption from ſome Commands 
f — chan cheir being once marry's, For ff 
a Minor marry diſobeiiently, and be afterwards Tet at Li- 
berty by his Partner's Death, while he is Nill Young and 
under Age, whatever the Laws may do, yet Reaſon cer- 
tainly fabje&s him to his Parents Power, in the Choice 
of a Second Wife, as it did of the firft. He is not eman- 
cipated by his firſt Folly and Diſobedience, he ſtill wants the 
Care and Tutelage of his Parents 5 wherefore nothing but 
Age, Diſcretion, and Ability to look after themſelves, ex- 
empt Children from the Subjection of their Parents, in 
matters that are ſo Perſonal, and ſo much the Childrens 
own Concern. Parents ave eſpecially to have regard to 
the Age and Wiſdom of their Children ; and the Childrens 
Diſobedience in theſe caſes will be more or leſs excuſable, 
as Wiſdom and Age ſet them more at Liberty. 
Sometimes the Neglect of Parents will, in a 
g them{tlres. Tf 


marryin 
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1 3 — E left them 


>} wholly at cheir Liberty to marry at ſuch an Age, if their 


4 | Parents lookt net after it before. Theſe, and many other 
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things, may be ſaid in behalf of Children, either refuſing 
0 marry ſuch as their Parents command them to Marry, 
or that marry according to their own /1 againſt Com- 
mand. = ml there is ſo much to be faid on both ſides, 
and ſo many things to be conſidered particular to each, 
that it is neither ſafe nor true to affirm, that all Parents in 
all caſes have a right to the Compliance and Obedience of 
their Children, or that all Children are at Liberty to marry 
and difpoſe of themſelves without the Conſent of their 
Parents: For neither of theſe Propoſitions are unexceptio- 
nably true. Parents have a great Power, but they muſt 
uſe it, as truly they moſt generally will and do, like Pa- 
rents, tenderly and kindly; and Children have a 
Dury, but they are not ty'd like Slaves in all caſes, and 
with Bonds that will laſt for erer; but when they do not 
they muſt do it with Unwilli 8, and great Re- 
Fr abr TAI in cake of Mat adit ng Mo- 
ment and Concern, ſuch as —_ ky euros to fair, & 
qual, wiſe and underſtanding they may find that 
3 e for tht 
Reſolution : That thoſe who would be Clad chat Children 
ſhould Obey their Parents, may acknowledge it was rea- 
Gnable they ſhould not be Obey'd in theſe Particulars : 
For, to ſay Truth, the Affections of Parent: are generally 
fo ſtrong, and their Intentions ſo good towards their CH- 
den, that the Preſumption of Right is generally on their 
fide, and the Cauſe of the Children had need be very juft, 
W gael te reaſonable, halts 
diſpute or contend with Parents : Becauſe the Byaſs of the 
wide Wore 22 with much Reaſon, on their tide again 
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In a word, when the certain -Laws of God, and the 
2 of the Land, and of our Superiors, lay their Com- 
mands or Prohibitions on Ohiluren, the Parents have no- 


thing to do but to forward their Obalience. They are not 


to enjoin any thing prejudicial to the Obligations they 
lye under to God and to their Country, nor, to command 
chem in oppoſition to them: And when. they do, they are 
not to be heard or underſtood. The Children are to go 
on . in their Duty to both, and to miſtake their 
Parents Orders, with Submiſſion, and Reſpect, and Ten- 
derneſs. And in the caſe of Marriages the Parents are to 
take all due Care to ſee their Children well diſpos d of, ac- 
cording to their Age, and Quality, and Tempers, remem- 
bring they are then laying the Grounds and Foundation of 
their Happineſs or Miſery, and not to let the conſideration 
of Fortune and Eſtate ſo preponderate and over - weigh all 
other Conſiderations of Form and Favour,- Birth and Edu- 
cation, Virtue and good Qualities, as to neglect them all; 
and when the Parents have done this, the Chiluren are to 
Obey as far as poſſibly they can: The little Objections of 


the Fancy, and the Niceties that are commonly made on 
thoſe Occaſions, muſt yield to the mature Deliberations of 


the Parents. It were undoubtedly beſt, and moſt to be 
wiſh'd, that both the Parents and the Children might ſo 


3 * that each ſhould. approve the others Choice, and 


that, as Homer ſays of Penelope, ſhe might be beſtowyd by 
her Father upon whom ſhe pleas d: . For. otherwiſe, they 
will not both be eaſie, but when that comes to pals, the 
Authority of Parents, and the Duty of Children are both 
ſecur'd and reconcil'd.. But if this will not be, twill be 


difficult to avoid committing a Fault, on the one fide or 
the other. If the Parent offer what the Child cannot 


poſſibly aſſent to, and what wiſe and unconcern'd Perſons 
blame, condemn and reject, upon a reaſonable Informa- 


tion of the whole Proceedings, if ſuch Refuſal of the 
3 with Decency, and great Humility upon 


the 
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de Chillrens part, it will not fall under the Head of 

ſinful Diſobedience. They may ſtand off with Innocente 

and Safety; and ct may Honour as they ought their Father 
and Mother.” But it ſuch Offer be made by the Pure 


as wiſe and good Men in the like Caſe and Circumſtances 
may make, without Folly and without Injury, and there 
be — handſome or material to object, ſuch as would 
ſatisfe a wiſe, a ſober, and impartial Man, the Dury of 
Children ſo refuſing: will not be ſafe; They are doubtlefs 
obliged to Obey their Parents in theſe Caſes; and if Ch 
dren, who are under Age, and wholly- in their Fathers 
Mya. and Power, and part of his Houſe, will venture 

engage themſelves, without his Conſent, or againſt his 
— to their Diſhonour and Prejudice, they will be 
guilty of ſinful Diſobedience, and muſt ſeek the Forgiveneſs" 
they will waut, both at God's Hand and his. 

The Dury of Children ts Parents, as has hitherto been 
conider'd, has relation chiefly to the Farher. We mult 
now diſcourſe of it as it relates to the Morher, both*while - 
the Father is alive, and after he is dead.” The 'Mother is 
indeed in Scripture always included with the Father; Ho- 

nour thy Father and thy Mother. He that ſmiterihb his Es- 
ther or Mother ſhall ſurely be put to Death. Cirſed be he 
that ſetteth Light by his Father and Mother. My Son, hear 
the Inftruttions of thy Father, and forſake not the Law of 
thy Mother ; and ſo in many other places. Indeed there 
is equal Reaſon 3 in moſt Caſes why we ſhould do ſo, and 
in ſome greater. The Mothers undergo moſt Pain and 


Sorrow for their Children, bear all the Trouble of their 


Infancy and Childhood, do all they can for them, and in- 
tend them much more, have at leaſt the ſame, but gene- 
rally a much greater Affection to them than the Fathers, 
and the ſame Intereſt and Concern for their good and 
welfare; wherefore in Nature, true Reaſon and Gratitude, 


the Children are obliged to- make no-diffcronce between- = : 
Fat 
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lience to them. 
Bus becuaſe. the . Father is-alfo — to the Marker; 
boch in Natural Strength; in Wiſdom, and by God's Ap- 
pointment, and that there is no- Obeyiwg: contrary Com- 
mands ; the Chilllren are eſpecially to Obey their Fh, 
in Caſes. vvherd they have: Power to command; and vrhere 
they, cannot Obey bot Parenm together, then they muſt 
never: obey, one Pnrent to the Prejudice of the ober. The 
Enther has no Right — the Children amy thing 
undutifal,.. diſ·reſpectful, ot in jurious to the Mar; but 
if. it - happens, that the Inclinations-or Deſires of: tho 
ther ſhould differ from thoſe of the Farhir- in choice of 
Trade, or Calling, or in Matches for the Children, or in 
other. Thinge of Moment, whereby the: Childrew muſt 
diſpleaſe one Parent by icomplying>withithe other, the Fu 
ther is the Superior Autherityn and muſt ber obey'dy be- 
cauſe both the Lam of God and Man: have ſubjected the 


Will. contrary to her Husband's, and therefore the CH 
diſobeys not his Mather, vho obeys his Father's Command; 
becauſe the Mother is to be obedient alſo; and the Caſt is 


Command upon the Gbild, but is paſſive and content likes 
and approves the Choice he makas, tho the Avriber be: 
wholly auorſe fot; in ſuch Caſe the Father is te borre⸗ 
gended, for hei is the proper Superior. 

But. hen the Moser is the only Parent, nn her Au⸗ 
thority incrvaſes, and ſhe is then ſolely to be regarded. 
Indeed. the Civil: Laws do generally free the Sons at ſuch an 
Age, ſuppoſing them theiMaſters: of the: Family, ard by 


and · diſpoſe of. themſelues and their Affairs. The Dadglr 


ters. tis true, are kept longer in Subjection, being ſup- 
n n Gave: and Wiſdom: of * e 
ee! 


ui to the Hausband. Sho is not preſum d to hhye, a 


not very much alter d, tho the Faser do not lay exproſs 


the. Advantage of them Ser ani. EJuenrion; fit to gevern 
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Underſtanding. Theres cam bu any. exatd 


1 2 in ſuch:Cafes;;; bos the MWiſdon of eiten Prem on 


Clillren muſt neceſſarily make: ſome-alteration in tha men- 
ſure of Obadience, in reſpect to ſome Commands whicks 


_— . ic Dales rape 
reaſonably be preſum d at Libereyy/ and would other wald 
tale and uſe: that. Liberty, yet unleſo it bo a matter of greet 
Moment, it ſhould not eaſily be venturd on, to th 
ther's great 'Sorrave. Fun the Grief ot a Parous is nowte* 
be occaſiond cheaply and lightly. Much vil be. ſuſſerd 
by a dutiful good - natur d Child} before hewilbaliviand” 
his Prem; and ſince this is eſpecially the Mr miry. 
and: Feebleneſs of Mothers,” the Chilunen are obliged to grea · 
ter Care and Circumſpection in their Behaviour! — 4 
them, to/ prevent their Sorrows; for every thing that give 
them Grieſ, is a ſore of — and — 
can never be remember d by Chiluben, withour muck 
Trouble: and Remorſe; it will dwell: continuall upon 
them, and haunt them like an Edi Spirit. They wia 
thouſand times vviſſi they had) behavd themſelves more 
dutifully, kindly, and; obedientiy, and rather gone vvichout 
their Deſires, than have occaſion d e g or Somowy 
to their Parents. | 
The laſt thing Children our their Parents'is ands 
Suftenance,. which is evidently comprehended- under the 
Word Honour. It is thus taken in Honour IWi- 
dows. that: are Widows: indeed, that is, let the Widows who 
are in Want, and behave themſelves ſoberly, diſcreerlyy- 
and chaſtly, be reliev d ande maintain d among you, and 
let the Elders that rule well be counted an oF double 
Honour,. of a Maintenance better than ordi 
The Fews. were remarkably kind and tender to their 
Farents in Diſtreſs. It was a common Saying with them, 
* i Tos 
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Tas oft, Honour God with your Subſtance, if Jon. have it; 
but you muſt Honour your Parents whether youu have it or 
no, for you mult beg for them; and more than that, you 
muſt Mork, tho' it were in Publick-houſes of Correctin, 

to help your Parents. This I believe was the Foundation 


( 

of the Parents Power to Sell their Children; it muſt be 
when they knew they cou'd not be maintain d but. b, 
ſuch Sale, or when they could not themſelves maintain 
my Children, and therefore ſold them that they might 
The Practice is too Barbarous and Unnatural, to be 5 

— by any other Ground or Reaſon. Nothing but , 


ſuch extream Neceſſity could make it tolerable. Such a 
Power is not then ſtrictiy juſt, but the Exerciſe of it s * 
excuſable becauſe it is unavoidable. This . barbarous Cu- 
ſtom remains ſtill among the uncivili d Nations of Africa 
and America; but is entirely aboliſh'd by Sn and 
the more poliſh'd People of the Infidels.. | 5 
HFlierocles ſays, we muſt Honour our Parents exceedingly, 7 
affording them moſt cheerfully the Service of our Bodies 
and the Uſe of our Wealth. 3 — the Romans, if a Son 
was quite emancipated and free from his Fathers Govern- ſh 
ment, yet if his Father came to want, and were deny d be 
by his Son, the Son for his Ingratitude was to return again 0 
unto his Father's Service. By Solon's Law, the Son indeed hos 


might deny this Aliment and Suſtenance to his Father, in of 
caſe the Father had neglected fo to educate the Son, as to 5 
have put him in a way of making ſuch Proviſion for his x 
indigent Parent. - If he neither put him out to any Trade, f 
nor taught him how to. get his Living, it was preſum'd Gl 
the Father had in a manner expos d him to Miſery, and oy 
therefore deſery'd not the return of Love and Kindneſs he I Tt 
had never ſhewn. But this was only to conſtrain the Pa- 5 


rent to look after the Education of his Children, to make 
them thereby the more uſeful Members of the Common- - 8e 
Wealth. It exempted the Children from the Legal Penal- 


ties that otherwiſe might be inflicted on ſuch unnatural” 
Refuſal, 


a Sg 
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XZ Refuſal, but it took not away the Obligation the Children 
had by Nature to provide for their diſtreſt Parents; even 
this ſevere Law ty d not the Children to be cruel and un- 
I dutiful, but intended to puniſh the Parents Folly and Ne- 


gle, by leaving it to the Children to deal with. their Fa- 


bens as they pleas d, which otherwiſe they might not do, 


but were obliged to provide for them. For this Support 
and Maintenance of Parents is a Thing ſo. naturally and 
neceſſarily due, that no Laws can tie the Children not to 
afford it, and according to their beſt Abilities. It wou d 
be due even to a Traitor and proſcribd Perſon; that is, 
bare Maintenance would be due from. Children to their Par 
rents in ſuch hard Caſes, * 

Theſe Reflections on the Duty = Children . to their Ta- 
rents, have been made, chiefly as it is the Command of 
God; I ſhall now conſider it as a Mortal Virtue, and that 
with particular Horus” to the Sex that e ab | 
Daughter. 

Virginity is firſt in Order of Time, and if we take St. 
Paul's Judgment, in reſpect of Excellence allo. Indeed 
ſhe who preſerves her ſelf in that State, upon the Account 
he mentions in his Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, that 
ſhe may care for the things that are of the Lord, that ſhe 
may be holy both in Body and Spirit, deſerves a great deal 
of Veneration, as making one of the neareſt Approaches to 
the Augelical State. According] y in the Primitive Times. 
ſuch a Virginity was had in ſingular Eſtimation, and by the 
Aſſignment of the Schoolmen has a particular Coronet of 
Glory belonging to it. Nay even among the Heathens a 
conſecrated Virgin was look d on as a Thing moſt Sacred. 
The Roman Veſtals had extraordinary Privileges alloy: d. 


them by the State, aud they were generally heid in ſuch | | 


Reverence, that Teſaments and other Depoſirums. of the 
greateſt Truſt. were uſually committed to their Cuſtody, 
as to the ſureſt and moſt. inviolable Sanduary. .; Nay their 
Preſence was enough to fave convicted Malefaders ; the 
VoL. II. a = Magi- 
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weeks, when they appear u, veiling their Faces, and 
ging up the mim to the commanding Interceſſion of 


Virgm Iumocence. | 3 
As te the Oonſtramed me ef the greater Part of tbe 
gin Recluſes mn the Roman „„ egre Manner of 
ebmpelling young Women to take the Veil, for the moſt 
St che — th 4 Prifon. Moſt of 'thofe who 
make volwithry Vows among them, fly to a Convent to 
ævoid a Forced March, or to ament a borbiduen one; while 
many of the older Reclufes flatter themſelves, that tliey 
mall merit by Retirement a Pardon for the Liberries of their 
Toth. R Single Life is doubtleſs a very great Help to a 
Godly one; and tho' we have no Nunneries to lock up dur 
Virgins in, yet there may be Nun, who'are not profeſt. 
Sue Who tas devoted her Heart to God, and the better to 
Keare her Intereſt againſt the moſt infinuating Rival, hu- 
man Love, Which ſhe intends never to admit to have 
Place in it, and therefore prays that ſne may not, does by 
thoſe humble Purpoſes conſecrate herſelf to Heaven, and 
perhaps more acceprably than if her Preſumprion ſhould 
mike her more poſitive, and engage her in a Vow The' is 
not ſure to perform. | W 
Indeed this is not a Caſe which needs much ſtating in 
our Cinne, wherein, as coll as it is, Womm are ſd little 
trauſported With this Zeal of voluntary Virginny, that 
there are but few can find Patience for it when neceſſary. 
An old Maid is now thought ſuch a Curſe, as no Poetict 
Fry can excerd. She is look d on as the moſt Diſtreſt 
Creuture in Nature; and T'i far yield to the Opinion, as 
to confeſs it ſo to thoſe who are kept in that State againſt 
their Mills. But fure the Original of that Miſty is from 
the Deſire, not the Reffraint of Marriage. Let them but 
ſuppreſs that once, and the other will never be their Infe- 
licity. However 1 muſt not be ſo unkind to the Sex, as 
to think tis always ſuch Deſire that gives them ſuch Aver- 
ion to Ceibacry : I doubt not but many are ä nee 
| ts e 
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dhe vulgar Contempt under which that State lyes; fo” 


1 | which if there be no Cure, yet there is the fame Armour 
n againſt this as there is againſt all other oauſeleſs Reproaches, 
0 ſcorn it. Net I am a little inclin'd co believe there may 


be a Prevention in rhis Caſe: If the ſuperannyated Virgins 


3 would behave themſelves with Gravity and Reſervedneſs, 


27 246i& themſelves to the ſtricteſt Virtue and Piety, they 
would give the World ſome Cauſe to believe, *rwas not 
their Neceſſiy but their Chaioe, Which firſt kept them un- 


2 z marry d; that they were pre· engag d to a better Amour, 


eſpouſed to the ſpiritual Bridegroom ; and this would give 
them, among the ſoberer fort, at leaſt the Reverence and 
Beem of Matrons: Or if, after all Gautien and Endeavour, 
they chance to fall under the Tongues of malicious Slan- 

. derers, this is no mere than happens in all other Inſtances 
of Day; and if Contempt be to be avoided, Chriſtianir 

icfelf muſt be quitted, as well as Virgin Chaſtity. But 2 
on the other hand, they endeavour to diſguiſe their Age, 
by all the Impoſtures and Gaieties of a youthful Dreſs and 
Behaviour, if they ſtill herd themſelves among the youngeſt 
and vaineſt Company, betray a young Mind in an aged 
Body, this muſt certainly expoſe them to Scorn and Cen- 
ſure. If no Plays, nor Balls, nor Dancing: bout ean eſcape 
them, People will undoubtedly conelude that they deſire 
to put off themſelves, to meet wich Chapmen, who ſo 
conſtantly keep the Fairs. I wiſn therefore they would 
more univerſally try the former Expedients, which I am 
confident is the beſt Amulet againſt the Reproach they ſo 
much dread, and may alſo deliver them from the Danger 
of a more coſtly Remedy, I mean that of an unequal and 
imprudent Match, which many have-ruſh'd upon, as they 
have ran frighted from the other; and ſo, by an unhappy 
Contradiction, do both ſtay long and marry haſtily, gall 
their Necks to ſpare their Ears, and run into the Yoke ra- 
ther than hear ſo {light and unreaſonable a Reproach. They 
need not, I think, be upbraided, with the Folly of ſuch 

| | E 2 | 


an 
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an Election, lince their on Experience is, 10 many of | 
them, but too ſevere a Monitor. 


* 


the Two grand Elements eſſential to the Virgin State, are 


. Modeſty and Obedience, which tho? neceſſary to all, yet are q 
in a more eminent Degree requir'd of the young Virgin, | 
in whom. Modeſty ſhould appear in its higheſt Elevation, | 


and come up to Shamefacedneſs. Her Look, her Speech, 


her whole Behaviour, - ſhould own an humble Diſtruſt of 4 
herſelf: She is to look on herſelf but as a Novice, ja Pro- 
Sationer in the World, and muſt take this Time rather to 
learn and obſerve, than to dictate and preſcribe. Indeed 
there is ſcarce any thing looks more ſhocking than to 


ſee a young Aaid too forward and confident in her Talk : 


neſs in that Point. Every indecent Curioſity and impure | 
Fancy, is a deflowring of the Mind, and every the leaft | 


Corruption of the Mind gives ſome degrees of Defilement 
to the Body too: For between the State of pure imma- 
_ culate Virginity, and errant Proſtitution, there are many in- 
termediate Steps, and ſhe that makes any of them, is ſo 
far departed from her firſt Integrity. She that liſtens to 
any wanton Diſcourſe has violated her Ears, ſhe that ſpeaks 
any, her Tongue; every immodeſt Glance vitiates her Eye, 
and every the {lighteſt Act of Dalliance leaves ſomething of 
Stain and Sullage behind it. There is therefore a moſt ri- 
gorous Caution requitite herein ; for as nothing is more 
clear and white than a perfect Virginity, ſo every the leaſt 
Spot or Soil is the more diſcernable. Beſides Yourh is for 
the moſt part flexible, it eaſily warps into a Crookedneſs, 
and therefore can never ſet it ſelf too far from a Temptation. 
We are fain to skreen and ſhelter our tender Bloſſoms, 
becauſe every unkindly Air nips and deſtroys them : And 
nothing can be more nice and delicate than a Maiden Vir- 
tue, which ought not to be expos d to any of thoſe ma- 


EF | Jignant 


Having faid thus much to the Elder- Virgins,. I a; in f 
the next Place addreſs my ſelt to the Younger, And here 
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T7 lignant Ars that may blaſt and corrupt it; of which; GOd 
raows, there are too many, ſome that blow from within, | 
in and others from wit hour. 
re Of the Firſt there is none more einſiſcbieeus that chen 
rc i /iy : A Temptation which foild human Nature in Para- 
re IF 4/e,' and a feeble Girl then ought not ſure to truſt herſelt 
n, with that, which ſubdued her better fortify'd Parent. The 
n, Truth is, an affected Ignorance cannot be ſo blameable in 
h, other Caſes, as it is commendable in This. Indeed it is 
of "MF the faireſt and moſt invincible Guard; for ſhe who is Cu- 


„  cious to know: indecent Things, tis odds but ſhe will too 
to ſoon and too dearly buy the Learning. The ſuppreſſing 
ed and deteſting of ſuch Curioſities is that eminent funda- 


to mental Piece of Continenoe I would recommend to them, 
: as that which will protect and ſecure all the reſt. But 
de- ven they have ſet this Guard upon themſelves, they muſt 


re provide againſt Foreign Aſſaults, the moſt dangerous of 
aſt which I take to be ill Company, and Idleneſs. Againſt 
Nt the Firſt they muſt provide by a prudent Choice of Con- 
1a- verſation, which ſhould generally be of their own Sex, 
in- yet not all of that neither, but ſuch: as will at leaſt enter- 
ſo rain them innocently if not profitably. ' Againſt the Se- 
to cond they may ſecure themſelves by a conſtant Series of 
aks Employment; I mean not ſuch frivolous ones as are more 
ye, 1Jle than doing nothing, but ſuch as are ingenious and 
of ſome way worth, their Time, as Writing, Needle - Work, 
ri- Languages, Muſick, or the like. But I confeſs I know 
ore not how to reduce to the Head of rational Employment 
eaſt many of thoſe Things which from Divertiſement are now 
for ſtept up to be the ſolemn Buſineſs of many young Ladies, 
eſs, and doubt of ſome Old; ſuch as Gaming and reading 
ion. Romances : Of the former 1 have ſpoken in another Place, 
ms, and of the latter it is alſo very neceſſary to ſpeak, there 
And BY being a great many. young Ladies who waſte a conſidera- 
Vir- BY ble Part, of their Time in that trivial and often dangerous 
ma- study. Their Lush may, 2 a little adapt it to 
uant C 3 them 
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them wem tfiey were Children, and 1 ene mate 8 
worſe Uſe of chem as they grow up; bur J tear they often 
leave ill Impreſſions behind them: Thoſt anorous Pao 1 
which" they deſign to paint tothe utmoſt Life, are apt to 
inſinuate themſelves: imo unwary Readers, and by an un- 
happy Inverſion a: Copy ſhall produce an Original. When 1 
© a -pvor young Creature ſhalt read there of ſome triumphane | 
Beauty that has I know not how' many — 3 
5 at her Feet, ſhe will probably be temptedꝭ te think 7 
a fine Thing, and may reflect how much ſhe loſes | 
Tine; that has not ſubdued one Heart : Her Buſineſs will | 
then be to ſpread her Nets, lay her Toils to catch ſome 
Body, who will more fatally enſnare her; and when ſhe 
has once wound her {lf into an Amour, thoſe Authors | 
and ſubtle Caſuiſts for all difficult Caſes that may occur in 
it, will inftru& her in the neceſſary Artifices of deluding | 
Parents and Friends, and put her Ruin porfecłly in her own 0 
Power. This feerns-to be ſo natural a Conſequent of this 
ſort of Study, that of a} the Divertiſenients that look fo | 
innocemty, they can ſcarce falt upon any more hazardous. 
Indeed tis very difficult to imagine what vaſt Miſchief is 
done to the World by the falfe' Notions and Images of 
things; particularly of Love and Honour, thoſe nobleſt 
Concerns of Human Life, repreſented in theſe Mirrors. 
Bat when we conſider, as I have obſerv'd already, = 
what Principles the Duelliſs and Heors of the Age de- 
fend their Ournges, and how great à Devotion is paid to 
Luft, inſtead of Virtuous Love, we cannot be to ſeek for 
the WPI winew makes thele Doctrines appear Ortho- 
dox. 5 
e ft che Pamwidinndinte which young women find 
abroad, they may be innocent, or otherwiſe, according as 
they are managed. The common Entercourſe of Civility 
is a Pebr to Humour, and for that Reaſon mutual Viſits 
may often; be necefliry';* and fo, in ſone degree, may be 
OW harmleſs and healchfal Recreation which may call 
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| them abroad. But to be always wandring- is the Condi- 


tion of a Vagabond, and of the two tis better to be a 
Priſoner. to one's. Home than 2 Stranger. Solomon links it 


With ſome very unlaudable Qualities of a Woman, thas 


her: Feet abide nat in her houſe, is an unhappy Impo- 
tence not to be able to ſtay at home, when there- is any 

to. be. ſeen. now when any Maſque, or Reyel, 
and Jollity: of others, muſt be their Rack and Torment, 
if they: cannot get to it. Alas! fach Meetings are not 
ſo ſure to be ſafe, that they need be frequent; and the! 
are of all others leaſt like to. be ſafe to thoſe who muc 
doat on them: Wherefqre- thoſe that find they do ſo, had 
need to counterbiaſs their Minds, and ſet them to ſomething 
better, and by more ferious Entertainments fupplant tho 
Vanities, which at the beſt are childiſh, -and may often 
prove worſe :- It being too probable that thoſe Dinahs that 


. 


are ſtill gadding, tho on Pretence to ſee-only the Dangh- 
e off ribs Long . at h meer "with n x4 
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— eee eee Time, 8 
9 under orhen Heads » Fo which I ſhall only add; 
that thoſe who. love. to be ſeen abroad; will be ſure to be 
ſeen in the moſt exact Form. This is what does not 
Real, bur challenge their. Time. What they waſte here, 
is with Authority; it being by the Verdi of this Age, 
tho proper Bufineſs, tho one Science wherein a young 
Lady is to be perfectly verſt, 1b that now 'alt virtuous 
Emulation, is converted into this | Ambition, who 
Mall excell in Dunes. This is hardly excuſable in Nori 
dut intolerable in . Some Allowances are to be given 
10 young People who cannot be re 10 aye gue 

the Toys and Vanities of and be- 
tides, thoſe who dolign Marriage, may kwefully make uſe 


r and not dy negli- 
gent Rudenefs of theip Dre/3 belye Nature, and render 
demi vos Tels amiable than ſhe has made them, - But all | 
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this being granted, twill by no Means juſtifie that exceſ- 
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{ive- Curioſity and Sollicitude, that Expence of Time and 
Money too, which is now uſed. Moderation is much 
likelier to ſucceed, than the contrary Extravagance: A- 
mong the Prudenter ſort of Men, I am ſure it is, if it be 


not among the Looſe and Vain, againſt which it will. be I 
their Guard, and ſo do them greater Service. Certainly, |? 


he that chuſes a Mie for thoſe Qualities, for which a Wile 
Man would refuſe her, underſtands fo little what Marriage 
is, as portends no great Felicity to her that ſhall have him. 
But if they deſire to marry Men of Sobriety and Diſcretion, 
they are oblig d in Juſtice to bring the ſame Qualities they 
expect, which will be very ill ordered by that Exceſs 

Vanity we now talk of. For to ſpeak a plain, tho per- 


haps Ungrateful Truth, this, together with ſome of the 


Modiſh Liberties now in uſe, is that which keeps ſo many 
young Ladies about the Town Unmarried, till they loſe 
the Epithet of Dung. Sober Men are afraid to venture 
upon a Humour ſo diſagreeing to their own, leaſt whilſt, 
according to the primitive Reaſon of Marriage, they ſeek 


a Help, they eſpouſe a Rain. But this is eſpecially dread- 


ful to a plain Country Gentleman, who looks upon One 
of theſe. Fine Women as a gaudy Lol, to whom if he 
once becomes a Porary, he muſt Sacrifice a great part of 
his Fortune, and all his Content. How reaſonable that 
Apprehenſion is, the many Wrecks of conſiderable Fami- 
lies do too evidently atteſt. But I preſume ſome of the 
nicer Ladies have ſuch a Contempt of any thing that they 

leaſe to call Raſlicł, that they will not much regret the 
oſing of thoſe whom they never intended to gain. Not 


* mY 


at leaſt while they are in purſuit or hopes of others, tho 


when thoſe fail, theſe will be lookt on as a welcome Re- 


ſerve, and therefore twill be no Prudence to eut themſelves 
off from the laſt Reſort, leaſt they, as many have done, 
betake themſelves to much worſe. For as in many In- 


ſtances, tis the Caumty which feeds and maintainz the 
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Grandeur of the :Town, ſo of all Commerces, there Mar- 
riage would ſooneſt fail, if all rural Supplies were cut off. 


I ſhall not enlarge further upon Dreſs, but refer to the Head, 


which Treats of it. I have in this, Diſcourſed of Qbe- 
dience to Parents, and in both may perhaps be thought 
uncourtly, and too much out of the Mode ; for I know 
this Age has ſo great a Contempt of the former, that it. is 
but Matter of Scorn to alledge any of their Cuſtoms, elſe 
I ſhould ſay, that the Liberties which are now taken 


would then have been ſtarted at. They that ſhould then 


bave ſeen * Voung Maid rambling abroad without her 
Mother, or ſome other Prudent Perſon, would have lookt 
on her as a Stray, and thought it but a Neighbourly Office 
to have brought her home. .Whereas now tis a rarity to 
ſee them in any Company Graver than themſelyes, and 
ſhe that goes, With her Parent, unleſs it be a Parent as wild 
as herſelf, thinks ſhe does but walk abroad with her Fay- 

lor: But ſure there are no ſmall Miſchiefs that attend this 


ö Liberty, for it leaves them perfectly to the Choice of their 


Company, a thing of too weighty Importance for Giddy 
Heads to determine, who will be ſure to elect ſuch as are 
of their on Humour, with whom they may * a 
Traffick of little Impertinencies, and trifling | 
ments, and ſo by conſequence condemn themſelyes never 
to grow. Wiſer, which they might do by an Ingenious 
Converſation. Nay, tis well if that Negazive will be the 
worſt, for it gives Opportunity to any that have ill De- 
ſigns upon them. It will be eaſie getting into their Com- 
pany; who have no Guard to keep any body out; and as 
eaſie by little Flatteries to infinuate into their good Graces, 
who have not 9 7 to diſcern to what Inſiduous Pur-- 
poſes thoſe. Blandiſhments are directed; and when they 
once begin to nibble at the Bait, to be pleas d with the. 
Courtſhip, tis odds they do not eſcape the Hook. 
Alas! how many poor Innocent Creatures have, thus 
been 1 * have at firſt perbaps Jiked the 
C. 5. Tis 
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Wir and Raillery, pertaps the Langunge and Addreſs, then 
che Freedom and good Humour, till at laſt they came to like 
che Perfom. It is therefore à moſt neceſſary Caution for 
young Women, nor to truſt tos much to their own Con- 
duct, but to their Dependence on thoſe to whom Godand 
Nature have ſubjected them, and to look on it not as their 
Reftraint and Burden, but as their Shelter and Protection; 
for when once the Authority of a Parent comes to be de- 
#Þþis'd, tho? in the lighteſt Inſtance, it lays the Foundation | 
of utmoſt Diſabedfenre. She that will not be preſerib'd to | 
in the Choice of her Diverting Company, will 
be lefs ſo in chuſing the fixt Companions of her Life; and 
we find it often eventually true, that thoſe who govern 
themſelves in the former, will not be govern'd by their | 
Friends in the latter, but byſPre-engagements of their own,” | 
Prevent their Election tor them. Of this I have treated in 
the former part of this Head; and ſhall further obſerve, 
that the Folly and Sin of ſuch Diſobetence are equal. They 
Injure and Afflict their Parents, but they generally Ruin 
and Undo themſelves, and that upon à double Account.” As | 
fo the Secular Part, thoſe that are fo raſh as to make ſuch 
Matches, cannot be imagin'd fo Provident as to Examine 
how agreeable ft is to their Intereſt, or to contrive for any 
thing beyond the Marriage: The Thoughts of their fu- 
ture Tejporal Confirions, Ike thoſe of the Frermal, can 
- find no Room amidſt their Foolifh Reptures; but ks if 
Love were indeed that Dey which the Poets Feigned it, 
they depend on it for all, and take no further Care. At 
the Event does commonly too ſoon inſtruct ther in the 
Deceitfulnefs of that Truſt, Love being fo unable to ſup- 
port them, that it cannot maintain it ſeff, but quickly” ex- 
ires when it Ras brooght the Lovers into thoſe Straits 
om whence it cannot reſcue them. Indeed it does but 
play the Decoy with them, brings them into the Nocye, 
atid then retires. For when Secular Wants begin to pinch 
them, all the Tranſports of their Kindneſs do uſtally con- 
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vert into mutual Aecuſations, for having made each other 
Miſerable. ' 


There is no Reafones Speck In eng c bein) when 
it began ſo il}, they forfeit the Title of the Divine Blef- 


2X fing, nay, they pur themſelves out of a Capacity to ask 


ie : It being a ridiculous Impudenee to beg God to pro- 
ſper the Tranſgreſſon: of his Law. Süch Whddings feem te 
invoke only tome of the Poerick, Romantiek Deities, Vous 
and „from whenee they are to derive a Happineſs 


4 | 2s F ious 25 the Geck cht ae 6s fend it. Let all . 


gius then rehgiouſly obſerve this part of Obedience to their 
Parents, that they may not only have their genediction, but 
God's; and to that Purpoſe, let this be laid as a fundamen- 
tal Rule, that they never hear ken to any Propofal of Mav- 
rage made them from any other Hand; but when any 
ſach Overture is made, let the Virgin divert the Addreſs 
from herſelf, and direct it to her Parents, which will be the 
beſt Teſt imaginable for any Pretender. For if he know | 
himſelf worthy of her, he will not fear to arow his De- 
fipn to them; Lad if he decline that, tis a certain Symp-- 
* he is eonſcious of ſomething that he knows will net 
* a valuable Conſideration. This Courſe will re- 
no"Suitor, but ſuch as it is their Intereſt not to admit. 
ax "tis moſt agreeable to the Virgi 
which ſhould make Marriage rather an Act "= their 052. 
lienoe than their Choice; and they that think their Friends 
too flow'd-pac'd in the Matter, and ſeek to out-run them, 
give Cauſe to ſuſpect they are ſpurr d on by ſomewhat 
too warm Deſires. 

As a Dawghter is neither to anticipate nor contradict the 
Will of her Parent, fo, to hang the Ballance even, I muſt 
fay ſhe is not oblig d to force her own, 8 g where 
ſhe cannot Love. Tho' T have handled this Matter in the 
preceding Pages, yet it being the moſt important Event of 
Human Life, I cannot forbear theſe further Reflections; 
and not having preſcrib'd my ſeff any ſtrict form in theſe 


E ſays, 
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A Negative Voice in a Caſe of this 
Importance, is ſure as much the Ghild's Right as the Fa- 
rents. Tis true, ſhe ought well to examine the Grounds 
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new Matter occurs. 


of her Averſion, and if they prove only Childiſh and Fan- 


ciful, ſhe ſhould endeavour to correct them by Reaſon ang 
ſober Conſideration; but if, after all, ſhe cannot bring her 
 Melf:to like the Perſon her Parents would impoſe upon her, 
ſhe ſhould not proceed to matry. I cannot ſee how ſhe 


can, without a Sacrilegious Hypocriſie, vow ſo ſolemnly 
to Love, where ſhe at the Inſtant actually abhors. And 
when the Marriage State is with ſuch a Perjury, 


tis no wonder to find it continued on at the ſame rate; that 


other Parts of the Vow be alſo violated, and that ſne ob- 


ſerves the Negative Part no more than the Poſitive, and as 


little forſake * ii as ſhe does heartily cleave to her Hus- l 
band. 1 fear this is a Conſequence of which there are too 


many {ad Inſtances now Extant. For tho doubtleſs there 
are ſome Virtues which will bold out againſt all the Temp- 
tations their Averſions can give, nay which do at laſt even 


conquer thoſe Averſions, and render their Duty as eaſie as 


they have kept it Safe, yet we find there are but ſome that 


do fo, tis no inſeparable Property of the Sex, therefore it 
is ſure too hazardous an Experiment or any of them to 


venture . 
If they may not marry upon the enore gruerous Mo- 


tire of Obedience, much leſs may they upon the worſe In- 


ducements of Avarice and Ambition. For a Woman to 
make a Vow to the Man, and yet intend only to marry 


his Fortune, or his Title, is the baſeſt Inſincerity, and ſuch 


as in any other kind of civil Contracts, would not only 


have the Infamy but the Puniſhment of a Cheat. Nor will 


it at all ſecure them, that in this tis only liable to God's 
Tribunal, for that is not like to make the Doom leſs but 
more heavy. In a Word, Marriage is God's Ordinance, 
and ſhould be conſidered as fuch, not e 
un. 
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3 unworthy Deſign; and it may well be preſum d one Cauſe 
Þ} upon a right Foundation, Some are grounded upon Wealth, 
ds ſome on Beauty, too. ſandy Bottoms, God knows, to raiſe 
HJ | any laſting Felicity on; while in the Interim, Virtue and 
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why ſo few Matches are happy, that they are not built 


Picty, the only ſolid, Baſes for that Superſtructure, are ſcarce 
ever conſider d. Thus God is commonly left out of the 


' Conſultation. The Lawyers are reſorted to, to ſecure their 


Settlements; all ſorts of Artificers are to make up the E- 


nor ſcarce ever ſupplicated as to the Event of Wedding 
indeed tis a deplorable Sight. to ſee with * what Lightne | 
and Unconcernedneſs young People go to this,\weightiet 
Concern of their Lives, that a Marriage-day is but a kind 
of a Bacchanal, a more Licens d 'avow'd* Revel: When, 

if they duly conſider it, tis the Hinge upon wich the fu- 

ture Life moves, which turns them ever to a happy or 
miſerable: Being, and therefore ought to be enter d upon 
with the greateſt Seriouſneſs and Pevotion. Our Church 
adviſes excellently in the Preface of Matrimony, and I wiſh 

they would not only give it the Hearing at that time, but 
make it their Study a good while,” and do the fame by the 
Marriage Vow too, which is ſo ſtrict and awful a Bond, 

that methinks they had need well weigh every branch of 

it, ere they enter into it, and by the ferventeſt Prayers ini- 


CY EI 
too in its: Performance, 


Pore that God, who is the Witneſs, to be their Aſſiſtant 
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hy” SAY, the young Lady in the capacity of a l-. 


II ter, the next Conſideratian the. comes un- 
3 cer, is that of ae. A Condition which 
rere more without its Duties than the o- 
cher and that too with reſpeck to its Su- 
Jean tp the Baal, as the Dan of the Child bas re- 
wee to its Subjection to the Parenr. @ 

It is impoſſible for any Company of People to fablif 
any. while together, without a Subordination of one tothe 
other; where all will Command, none will Obey, and 
then there will be nothing done but Miſchief. We ſec 
when People meet, who have no Pretenſions one upon a 
nother, they are fain to agree among themſelves, to allow 
a Preference, and ſome kind of Superiority to ſome of the 

y, that Buſineſs may be done. They govern them- 
Glow either by known Ettal Rules and Cuſtoms of 
Honour and Ceremony, or elſe they oonſider Age, Capaci- 
ty, or Experience. Something or other there is that deter- 
mines their Choice, becauſe they find it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to ſilence the Pretences of every Man, by preferring 
ſome or other, that they may obtain the End of their aſ- 
ſembling: Even among Friends and Equals, where the leaſt 
Pretence to Preheminence would diffolve the Friendſhip, 
and break off all the Intercourſe, yet is there a Neceſſity 


that one ſhould yield it to the other, and ſo they do to 
make the Converſation uſeful; and the longer People are 


to 
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eee together, the greawer is the Neceſſity 
tion and Ss 
voidably ride ti more amd more Occaſions of Diviſion and 

7} Diderence, which will require the greater Uiry. | Now 


1 fity of eee, vrdick ſuppoſes S 
or other. They muſt needs fee that every Family, che O- 
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of Subording- 
one to net her, becauſt there vrill un- 
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command, Wr e 
will not yield. All this is evident in Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Ciries, and private Corpormions, either great or litrle ;7 and 
this ſhould help to convince'the , who are now go- 
ing to make up 2 Family, that there is an abſvlute Necut- 

ſotne· here 


riginal indeed and Model of Bodies Corporate, Cities and 


Commonwealths, muſt wag! ef 266, eee He. | 


all the reſt muſt needs obey. 

And when they Xe convine'd f this gredt Article, the 
nent Enquiry is to be; ' whether the Superiority that is . 
unavoidably neceſſary to the Support of Ne and Order; is 
well and rightly placd in Hue rather! than in fe; 
and for this they are to conſider where Nature has defign'd 
this Sovereignty, where Uſe and Cuſtom- have ax hung 
and what'rhe Laws of God kx es the Matter. * 

We may very well. preſame that Nature has defign'd 
the Sovereignty where ſhe has given the greateſt Sti 
and Abllities, where ſhe has made the Body and the Mind 
fitteſt to undergo the Toils and Labours that are abſolutely 
neceſſary eo the and Well-being of che World, to 
the carrying on Buſine at home and Trade abroad, to che 
defending ones Country from forcign Foes, and to the ad- 
miniſtring Juſtice one to another. Now where we per- 
ceive Nature has beſt qualify'd her Creatures for Perfor- 
mance of theſe Functions, which are {o-necefiary, that 
nb orgs ee om. he Degree, Peace or Order 
without them, we may very ſafely conclude, ſhe defign- - 

to place this Superiority, Whether Women have natural 
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theſe Thinge, if Men ſhould for awhile negie: them, 
need not be queſtion'd; it is demonſtrably certain, that 
they have not; and if they have not, vho ſhou d do them 
but Men, whom Nature has fitted for it? And in as much 
as Nature has made Men neceſſary for theſe Works, ſhe 
has made them ſuperior to ſuch as are not able to do them; 
for where People are in other Reſpects equal, Strength of 
Body and Capacity of Mind doubtleſs make them ſuperior: 
We find it ſo in all the Creatures of the World beſides; 
and tho there are a great many Inſtances of the * 
yet they will neyer avail to the overthrowing the viſible 
Deſign of Nature. Tho there be many Women ſuperior 
to many Men in Strength of Body and Abilities of Mind; 


* 


in Fineneſs of Parts, Greatneſs of Capacity, Soundneſs of 


Judgment, Strength and Faithfulneſs of Memory; yet the 
4 of ſuch, neither is, nor ever was, nor ever will 
great enough, to ſhew that Nature intended to 
— of Superiority over the Men. And tho Uſe 92 E- 
ducation might make ſome Alteration in the Caſe, yet all 
the Uſe and Education in the World wou d never fit them 
for the Performances of the great Buſineſſes above men- 
tion d, of Trade and Merchandiſe, and making Wars a- 
broad, and executing Juſtice at home; the Abilities of 
managing which, are evident Indications of Na- 
ture's a} to make the Men e to the Wor 
men. 
And agreeable to this manifeſt Deſign of Nature, ja 
been the Uſages and Cuſtoms of all Countries at all Times. 
Theſe indeed have been fo little to the Advantage of the 
weaker Sex, that without all Doubt they have done it ma- 
nifeſt Injury, and have not had fb. great Regard to it as in 
all Reaſon and Senſe they ought to have had: So far 
have they been from allowing Women any Pretenſions to 
Priority, that they have plac'd them but a little aboye their 
Slaves or menial Servants, contrary to Reaſon and Decen- 
* 6 Nature, which intended thein 2 
Frie 


give that 


e F 
J OS 
$2.45 * — , 25 5 n 


rr 
on . 1 
- * a * 


os, 


— Fo FR 5 8 3 2 8 3 = * 2 S "Is 
. = PSF os wi. 8 — 
£ 8 Ae AOL ihee 2 wa E 
F S 8 2 5 
- I 


*. 4 * — —. 2 
n 

1 

9 8 


— 
TI 


, N N TIS 8 ? 
S EE SN ad tC. bs 
3 7 3 8 by 2 = W 


mw r 


DSS eo rr 


1 | The W. I F E. 
Friends and Companions in all their Fortunes. Even the 
Nations that have been accounted wiſeſt and moſt civi- 
liz d, have yet allow'd them to be only made for the 80 
J lace of Mankind, the Care of ſome Domeſtick Matters, 
and the Continuance of the World, and would let them 


bear no other Part in it. For which Reaſon the Searches 


TT 0 . 7 r or =D Ae in neee 


ä 


* 


1 


* DO 


after the Uſages and Cuſtoms of all Times will be but 
ſhort, and do them little Service. 
We muſt therefore inquire what help Religion and the 
Laws of God, the Sanctuary of all the Weak, which 
provides Security againſt Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, afford 
them. When it is ſaid in Scripture, the Woman's Deſire 
ſhall be to her Husband; it ſignifies, to be ſubject to his 
Will. She ſhall not be Miſtreſs of her ſelf, nor have any 

Deſire ſatisfy d, but what is approved of her Husband. 
She ſhall be wholly under his Power and Tutelage. Wives 
ſubmit your ſelves unto your own Husbands, as it is fit in the 
| Lord, fays the Apoſtle; and again, Wives ſubmit your 

[elves unto your own Hubands, as uno the Lord; for the 
= Husband is the Head of the Wife, as 'Chrift is the Head-of : 
the Church: Which Texts, and. ſeveral others indeed, plains 
ly determine their, Sub jeckinn: But, betauſe to be ſubject 
is a Phraſe of indefinite and uncertain Senſe, ſince all In- 
feriors are oommanded to be ſubject to the higher Powers, 
and Children to their Parents, it wili be needful for them 

to know in what Particulars the Wives muſt be in Subje- 
ction to their Husbands; for a Subject cannot obey his 
King, nor a Son his Father, nor a Servant his Maſter in 
all things, but each Superior has his proper auch pecu- 

liar Sway, and each Inferior has a limited Subjectiun. There 
is ſomewhat that ſets out the Bounds of every one's Pow- 

er, and every one's Obedience, and the Tranſgreſſors of 

them become on one ſide Tyrants and Uſurpers, and on the 

other {ide diſobedient Rebels. Tis thus with Wives and 
Husbands, the one may: exerciſe a Power that belongs not 
to them, and the other refuſe Submiſion where it is due 


| Place in her Obedience and tha, E think, the Laws, or 


— Oy and ſoma kind of Conſtraint from | 
them, yet Religion has no ſueh Conſideration, but includes 


Maſter, - while caomanding- any ſuch unlaurful Actions. 


- exect;. ſnamefal, unuſual, and unheard- of, inſamous or un- 


ſuch Ouders. 


. eee ang boon before fad 20 know vebo 
Super! ior. 


and) Med be Nd Iz is Stein then, ther 2 le s 

no Suljabem to ber Hausband. again the Laws of cither 

Gad r Man. Religion and good Morals claim the firſt 
EC 


rather: Cuſtoms of the Land, are very tender to Women 
i the Company aß their Zehonds, as preſuming 


them all unden Sin, who commit any ſinſul Actions, and 
no Command or Example of — will excuſe- a Ne 

aſſending againſt: a known Law of God or doing anyx 
thing! immoral. She ques him no SubjecFion in ſuch Mat- 
ters. He is bimſelf a Nebel to their common Lord and 


But in other indifferent Matters their Diſokedience will be 
faulty; where Reaſon and Diſcretion, atlow'd of Cuſtom, | 
Decency and: gaod Fame will not make their Exculs, | 
Where Men's Commands are evidently unreaſonable, indiſ- 
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becoming: their Age, their Credit, Quality and Condition, 
they may be: fafely paſt by, omitted, rather than neglected 
or deſpis d. And becauſe it : will be ask d who ſhall be 
Judges in ſuch Caſe? The Wiues muſt take good Care, 
that the Commands which they comply not with, may 
be ſuch as will juſtifie them to any wiſe impartial People; 
that, whoever will be Judges, they may reaſonably exeuſe 
their Non-compliance, and condemn the won, 01 


will not be enough for Wives to. oppett their Will | 
to the Wills. of their Husbands, nor Reaſons to Reaſons, | 
unlefs apparently unequal, becauſe in both theſs Cafes they 
do evidently contend for Maffery, For if the Will and Rea- 
fan of the one be equal to the other's, it is ſomething be- 
ſides that muſt determine who ſhall yield, and then we 
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- The Truth of it is, theſe who- ought moſt to conſider 
never trouble their Heads about them; 
far from where and when they muſt obey, and in 
Nane are at Liberty, that they live as if they 
„ and never It alk in Sabje@ion, 
3 and 
and Submiſn 
om and Conſcience, 


1 in the 3 
They eonſider not 
ich * as coneermd in 

themſelves as if 2 commanded by 


ER erin ay certainly as Sub- 


beste we commanded Obedienes to their Princes, Chiliven to 


their Parents, and Servants to their Maſters. Suhjection in 
all theſe is à religious Duty, and relates to Conſcienee, 
thoſe concern d being oblig d By the Laws of God; and 
why the being in Subjection to their Hwsbands, ſhowd not 
concern the Sabie Wives as' much, is what they” 
will never be able to accaunt for. 

Subjectiem in this Place and Argument, does not only 


| Genifie bare Submiſſien to the Will and Pleafiire of Fas- 


dads; but inclades alſo other Qualifications, ſuch as may 
make them dcceptable both to God and Men, which Qua- 
lifieations are alſ@ to be confider'd; when we are treating: 
of the Duty of Nes. Of theſe a chaſte Converſation is 
one of the Prineipal. A Conv 9 conple# with Fear. 
By which „en the whole Courſe and way of liv- 
ing; all the exterior Management and Behaviour. Where- 
fore à chaſte Coriverfttiorr requires not only the Purity and 
Cleannefs of the 1 5 but fitch an outward, innocent 
and decent Carriage, as denote that inward Purity. Tr 
is vi the rn Py ; - becauſe he is to be won by 
it and gain d over; and 'tis Rid to be zopled with Fear, be- 
eauſe the n er On is the foreft og ena: of Chai. 


of a chaſte 
Conte rithout el 10 5 

of faying muetr in Commendrzon of ths gem e to 
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that is enough, to denominate a Cunverſation chaſte. _ The 
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band pleaſes to ask the Aſſiſtance of the Law. But this is 


not without the Breach of the moſt ſolemn and tremen- 
dous vum and Promiſe which can be thought of. The 


Wives. - They cannot chuſe but know that without it they 4 
are Wives no longer. The Bond of Wedlock is immediate-: 
ly difloly'd before God, and before Man as ſoon as the Hrs 


Guilt of ſuch a Perjury as cannot be atton d for in this 3 . 


World, and of ſuch horrible Injuſtice as can never be re- 


pair d, either to Husbands or Children, In other Caſes,” a 


Perjury may take away a Man's good Name or his Eſtate, E E 


but there may be ſome Amends made him for. both of 


them. By Repentance his good Name may be recovered, 


and by a Recantation and Denial of what was ſworn to 


his Prejudice, his Eſtate may come again by force of | 
Law or voluntary Surrender, If the Life of a Father be 
taken away by Perjury and Injuſtice, ſome Compenſation 


may be after made to his unhappy Children: But the 
Perjury and Injuſtice. of an adulterous Wife, are ſuch Of- 
fences as can receive no or Amends. Even a 
Confeſſion of their Crime to the Injur'd Party may make 


him more miſerable, and do him farther Injury, and as for 


Satisfaction tis not in their Power. 'How ſtrangely hard 

is it for ſuch to make a good and true Repentance, how 
— and bitter ſnou d their Sorrow be before God, ſince 
they have ſo diſabled themſelves from doing any thing be- 
ſides? Sure by their flexible and tender Conſtitution, we 


may conclude, no People in the World can fin with ſuch a- 
ſenſible and painful Self- oonviction as falſe Wives ; and 


therefore there is the leſs need of any further on 
this Inſtance of Subjection to Husbandi. The Matter is ſo 
plain and reaſonable, ſo juſt and honeſt, that they who 
will not be ſubject in this Point, will not, need not, think, 
regard. the being ſo in any other, 

But it is not refraining from an adulterous Practice only, 
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proach of our Profeſſion, ſo does a good one to its Ho- 
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of Suſpicion as well as Blame, and this it will be if it be 
coupled with Fear, that is, a tender Regard of Repiuation 


They muſt provide Things honeſt, not only in the Sight 
of the Lord, but in the Sight of Men: The Scriptures do 
not only call on People to ſecure their Hearts to God, but 
are exceeding caretul to urge them to ſet forth a good Ex- 
ample, and by their good Works to 'glorifie | their Father 
who is in Heaven: They muſt be approv'd of by Men, 
as well as acceptable to God. St. Perer admoniſhes Chri- 


4 ſttians to have their Converſation honeſt among the Gen- 
ties, that they might y cher good Works, which they ſhould 


behold, glorifie God in the day of Viſztation. So in other 
Places, we are to adorn the Doctrine of our Saviour in all 
things. To have our | Converſation" worthy of the Goſpel, 
and to walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are called, 


and as becometh Saints. - Iv give no Offence in any thing, 


that the ' Miniſtry be not blamed. ' Let Women' be diſcreet, 
chaſte, Keepers at home, good and obedient to their Husbands, 
that the Word of God be not blaſphemed. And again, I 
will that younger Women marry, and keep the Houſe, give no 
occaſion to the Aduerſary, that is, to any Enemies of the 
Chriſtian Religion, to reproach it, as tho' after all its good 
Leſſons in all Reſpects, Men-liv'd nos better than they did 
before, nor the Women made better Wives than they did 
before they were converted, which wyould be much to the 
Diſgrace of Chriſtianity. Thus it is not enough for a Wo- 
man to be inwardly virtuous and good, ſhe muſt alſe ap- 
pear ſo; becauſe a good Example is of great Uſe, not only 
to ſilence the Reproaches, Obloquies and Blaſphemies or 
Evil-ſpeaking of fooliſnh, ignorant, or malicious People, 
who for appearing Miſcarriages in Management are ready 
to charge Religion as a uſeleſs inſignificant Thing; but for 
the good Effect and Influence it has upon all that take no- 
tice of it: For as a bad Example turns to the Diſcredit and Re- 
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Ler- aa gin eee, 
When Sk. Pater has dene rich Wel bent 1 
— Waves to adorn themſeves -with goad Qualitias, and inn 
particular with a meek and quiat Spirit, he afterwards en- 
tfarces his Advice with telling them, chat after his m, 
— 3 Women, —— amn 
we © may 9 — — 9 iiet 3 
Spitic will eaſily infer ti being in Subjeiban to their H- 
Kune, the obeying them im thing; and the ung 
civil and —— Tenms to them, as Sanah their great 
Example did to Abiaum; and Barah indeed had upon fe- | 
veral Accounts occaſion to cnerciſe a great deal of Patience 
and Submiſſton. She us to leave her native 
Relations, and follow her Husband to a ſtrange Land. It 
did not appear to be his Intereſt, and by a contentious con- 
£cited Woman might eaſily haue been judg d an unreaſona- 
ble Humour, and unaccountable Extravagance, not to be 
comply d with: To leave a Nace vrhere they were eaſie, 
and in great Proſperity, to go ſhe knew not whither, up- 
on Pretence of ſhe knew not what divine. Ap 
Dream or Viſion, fer ſhe had only Abrahams Word 'w 
warrant it. When People are not diſpos d to ſuch Submiſ- 
fron as becomes them to the ul of their Superurs, they 
are full of Scnaples ud Objeftions, and making Arguments 
of every thing; while they vrho 1 
deo do their Duty, obey without Diſpute, and 

comply vrith Calmneſs and great Readineſs even un- 
der Doubt, Suſpicion E of hat . _ 
tow. 

There may be many Caſes, — 4 A Gnas curions 
Search aftcr:Cauſes and: Reaſons for ſuch Proceedings:may 
not be half ſo uſeful, oon ble and convenient, as an 


implicit Truſt and ready Compliance. No doubt but Sa- 
ü | rah 
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6 forſock her Country, ber K indred, and ber Pather's ouſt, 
cher Inftance-of her mg Patience and Subrai Mon ws 
re yielding up her only Son to che Difpoſal of his Father, 
XX who was commanded and reſdl y d to offer him up aSacrifice: 
Tis true The did not yield him vyichout che greateſt Sorrow 
and Reluctanoe; but notwithſtanding all, Ne did yield Hm, 
the Child of fb many Protiſes on God's Part,” and ſo 
mwuch Expectation and Befire on hers, and che only Chf 
ef her old Age, who wriſt needs be dear to her 
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8 ion: And where is the Mother in the World, "th 
* would believe her Husband trad Teceiv'd'fo hard and ſtrange 
a2 Command from God as to offer up an innocent ant on- 
oe y Son, or that would yield it to him were ſpe ſo 
died? rahmm indeed accounted God wvas able to rite 
It him up even from the Dead, and therefore might offer him 


up with more Content and leſs Reluctance, becauſe the 
knew that Go - hail *promifed thut in Trac ponld his Seed 
be called, and Iſuac muſt be 'rais'd again, tho from the 
Dead, to make the Promiſe good; but whether tiis was 
Sarah's Faith does not appear. Her Heart, moſt probably, 
was not ſupported by ſuch Hope, but left to ſtruggle with 
thoſe Difficulties that tender Movhers only can de Kin of 
on ſuch Occaſions. 

The inſolent Behaviour of her Mid under the Favour 
of her Husband, might have afforded her another Oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing her Patience, and ſhewing a meet ami 
quiet Spirit, but ſhe was not quite ſo exemplary there: She 
us'd her cruelly and barbarouſly, and drave her to Extre- 
mity; which was not of a Piece with that unuſual Part 
that ſhe had play d in offeriug up her Servant to her Hut- 
band's Bed. 

Some of the ancient Obriftians, and of the moſt conſi- 
derable, "were of Opinion that it was utterly unlawful for 
a Woman to cokabit with her Husband after he had been 

noto- 
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a notoriouſſy falſe. It is ſaid in the Moſaical Law, that if : 
1 Wife, he may not take her again after | 
bs defifd; and if this Reaſon hold good, it will follow | 


a8 well, that if ſhe has committed Adultery, ſhe may not 


be entertain d; becauſe in this Caſe ſhe is much more de- 


fild than one divorc d is by a ſecond Marriage. But it is 
to be obſery'd, that, when it pleaſed God to give a Rea- 
ſon for his Commands, the Commands oblige, no farther 
than the Reaſon of them, any other People belide thoſe. to 
whom the Commands are particularly given. This Com- 
mand would have obliged the Fews, without the Reaſon 
annext to it: But this Command obliges no one elle, a- 
.ny. farther than this Reaſon will oblige them, which is ve- 
ry little or nothing. It is very viſible that the Reaſon ; o- 
bliges. no one without Command, and therefore only thoſe 
to whom the Command is given, and the, Zews alone 
were tyd by it. But neither is it the ſame Caſe for a 
Man to keep a falſe. Adultreſs without ever parting from 
her, and to take her to Wife again after ſhe has been once 
divorc d, and marry'd to another, from whom ſhe is again 
freed either by Death or by Divorce. Neither is that In- 
ference good, that a Man muſt not live and cohabit with 
an adulterous Wife, becauſe ſhe was adjudg d by the Law 
to be ſtan d to Death for tho if ſhe were legally convicted 
of Adultery, ſhe was to die, yet her Husband was not o- 
blig d to proſecute her, or to accuſe ber; he was at liberty 
to conceal her Shame, and to forgive her Treſpaſs, if he 
pleas d, or he might put her away privately, as Foſeph in- 
tended to do with the moſt pure and ſpotleſs Virgin Mo- 
ther of Jeſus. As for the Folly, Scandal, or Indecency 
of ſo cohabiting together, that may make it accidentally 
unlawful to live ſo; but there is no divine Command, nor 
any natural Turpitude or Uncleanneſs in it, that may ſhew 
it unlawful for the faithful and innocent Party ftill to con- 
tinue with the falſe and guilty one. It muſt needs belaw- 


ful for the Innocent and Injur'd to be patient and forgive, 
3 | to 
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to love and live with, if they can or will, thoſe that have 
wrong d them; and if this be true of Men with reſpect to 
faithleſs Women, tis certainly true ot Women with reſpect 
to falſe, adulterous Husbands. They are undoubtedly at 
Liberty, by the Laws of God, to live and cohabit with 


them; but as they are at Liberty to do this if they will, 


ſo they are at Liberty, by the Reaſon of God's Law, to 
forbear all Commerce with them: The Band that ty d 


1 them is diffolv'd and broken, and the Husband, without 


her Conſent, has in that kind no farther Right to her. The 
innocent Wife is neither bound to forſake her adulterous 
Husband, nor bound to continue with him: He has ſet 
her free, and ſhe is at Liberty to do as ſhe. will; but yet 
this Liberty is neither to be humourſome nor laſting. If 

ſhe again cohabit with her Husband, and live with him as 
ſhe is wont, ſhe is preſum'd to have forgiven his Sin, and 
to have agreed with him. His former Treſpaſs will not 
be a juſt Occaſion for her leaving him when ſhe thinks fit; 
but new Tranſgreſſions give her new Liberty. She may 
endure his Falſhood as long as ſhe pleaſes, but ſhe is not 
oblig'd to endure it for erer. Here therefore is room for 
her Religion and Diſcretion to ſhew themſelves, She is un- 
doubtedly obliged to procure the Converſion of her Hus- 
band from his evil Ways, by all the Methods ſhe can take, 
likely and apt to compaſs it: But ſhe is not oblig'd to hurt 
her ſelf for his fake. If by her ſoft and gentle Admoniti- 
on, or if by ſharp and quick Reproaches, ſhe can bring 
him to a Senſe of his Ungrateful and Injurious Uſage, and 
occaſion his Repentance and Amendment, they will be ei- 
ther of them well beſtow'd, and ſhe will be oblig d to try 
them. If it be probable that the Reproofs of wiſe and ſo- 


ber People, either Miniſters or Relations, will prevail to his 


Converſion, ſhe muſt endeayour it with all the Secrecy and 
Tenderneſs imaginable. She muſt not ſuffer Sin when ſhe 
can eaſily remove it, and Love and true Concern will make 
her very diligent, and very willing to effect fo good a 

V ou, BH: D 3 Work; 
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Work; but if the be probably aſſur' d that he is of & 
churliſh a Humour, that he cannot be ſpoken to, and that 
che yery Diſcourle of his Folly wil make kin impudenr, 
Samet, and harden him in hls Ss, or if it will in ei 
likelihood provoke him to uſe her cruelly, as ſome Men of 
brutal Tempers are inclin'd to do, and cauſe her to live un- 
reps te tek of, Kiln, wht eee the 
aſe obliged to endeavour to reclaim him, for no Man is j 
preſum d ſo ignorant of his Duty, as not to know he 
muſt not violate the Marriage Bed; And there is no need 
therefore of her teaching him that, ſince it is the Hope a- 
lone of reclaiming a wandring Husband which can make 
ſuch an Attempt reaſonable and convenient, and fince ſuch | 
Hope is vain in the Caſes before ſuppoſed, there lyes no 
Obligation in the Joan to attempt it. She is then at 
Liberty to conſult her Peace and Quiet, her Eaſe and Hap- 
pineſs in the beſt manner ſhe can think on. If ſhe take 
care that her Connirance, or diſſembled Ignorance, her 
| Compliance and Cohabitation, her Silence, or her Pati- 
ence and Submiſſion, give no Countenance nor Enoou 
ragement to her unkind and wicked Partner to continue 
on, and proſecute his unlawful Love, ſhe is without 
Blame. She is not oblig'd to make herſelf miſerable by an 5 
Act of her own, but to live as eaſily as ſhe can in that t! 
Condition. | | 
The Connivance of a Wife at the ſtolen Pleaſures of her ir 
Husband, will hardly be lookt upon as a countenancing the * 
Sin, or any other than an Act of ſtrong Necg//izy to avoid Wil R 
ſome greater Evil. The Preſumption will be always on te 
Womens Side, that they will never eaſily endure a RA 'T 
in the Affection of their Husbandi, if they could remove 2 
her. In a Word, a//ife may very innocently permit what MW 
the catinot prevent, and by ſuch Permiſſion keep Poſſeſſion tl 
of her Rights, and defend her {elf from Wrongs; ſhe f pi 
may endure her Husband's open Falſhoods and Adultery, WW p 
without any Sin or Blame on her Part, if ſhe caunot hin- a1 
| der 
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ſenting or agreeing to his Sin, may lawtully enjoy all the 
Eaſe and Advantage ſuch a Cohabitation can afford her, 
and avoid all the Miſchiefs and Afflictions that would at- 
tend and follow a Separation. Neither Religion nor DY- 


ceasion prohibit an innocent and virtuous man, the living 


with a falſe and wicked Husband. And when the Women 
find themſelves in ſach Condition, that Separation would 


undo them quite, or make them at leaſt extreamly Miſe- 


rable, which is the caſe of molt, as they have truly all 
the need imaginable of a Meek and Quiet Spirit, fo no- 
thing in the World can ſtand them in better ſtead: ' When 
Injuries ſo quick as this, and Provocations of this nature 
tall upon a violent and hafty Diſpoſition, they generally 

make an Everlaſting Breach, cut off all Hope of Recon- 


cilement, and ſtop the way ſometimes to true Repentance, 


which mild and prudent Management might have effected. 
Nothing ſo wins upon the Obſtinate, and melts the moſt 
obdutate Minds, like ſoft and gentle Uſage. Even Silence. 


when it ſhews Submiſſion and not Sullenneſs, is apter to 


perſuade, than angry Arguments produc'd in Oppoſition. 
All Men love Power and Superiority, and à mee and > 2.95 
Spirit ſeems to yield to them, even when it takes it 

them. Diſpute begets Diſpute, and Oppoſition Oppoſi- 
tion; Wit Silence and Submiſſion yanquiſh without Fight- 
ing or Reſiſtance. There is an unaccountable force in 
Meeknels, Patience and Forbearance. They cut off all 
Reply, remove all Matter of Contention, and leave Men 


to conſider with themſelves the Injuries they have done. 


They excite in thero a Senſe of Shame, and Gratitude, 
and Honour, and furniſh them with all the Arguments 
that can be thought upon, and urge them in the favour of 
the Innocent. There is nothing, in a word, ſo likely to 
prevail upon a falſe Husband, as a meek and quier Spirit, a 
patient and diſcreet Submiſſion, under thoſe heavy Trjuries 
and if it is O likely to ſucceed in this great Matter, it will 
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. certainly be of vaſt uſe in all the leſs Concerns of TA 1 
There is no living for a Wife without a tolerable Portion of 
this meek and quiet Spirit, The Folly and. the i ickedneſs of | 
Men, and the perverſe unlucky Accidents that are ſo kr. 3 1 
quent in the courſe of Affairs, do furniſh ſo many Occa- 
ſions for the Exerciſe of Patience and Submiſſion, that field I 
can never think to live with any Peace or Comfort, who | 
Wil not prepare herſelf againſt them. 3 


The Example of Sarah in calling her Husband Lord, in ; ] 
| made uſe of by St. Peter, to teach Women to profeſs ther { 
_ Subjeftion, , and acknowledge the Superiority of their Hus 
bands. The uſing civil and reſpectful Terms is what be. th 
comes all People, and Wrues eſpecially; but what they arc, d 
depends upon Cyſtom and Agreement, and of themſelves © 
they are of little Value, where Love and true Reſpe& do ſo 
net produce them. They are only decent and of good be 
Example. But becauſe Auger and Inpatience do uſually oc- ch 
caſion hard Terms, and unbecoming Language, a Woman's n 
giying her Husband ſoft reſpectful Titles may intimate her WP” 
do be of a meek and quiet Spirit, which keeps People with- . 
in the Bounds of Decency, and always gives good Words, re 
To diſpoſe Women to get this meek and quiet Spirit, the I 
Apoſtle ſays, it is an Ornament. Now Ornaments are de- © 
 fign'd. to ſet the Marers off to Advantage, and recom- * 
mend them to the Favour and Eſteem of ſuch as them. 5 
It is fomething that becomes them in the Judgment of o be 
ther People, and in all theſe Senſes a meek and quiet Spirit * 


is a great Ornament to Wives, it ſets them off to the beſt 
Advantage, and recommends them to the Favour and E He 
ſteem of all that know them, and converſe, with them, ; 
and docs moſt ſenſibly engage the Affections of their Hu 


Bands. It is that which becomes them in the Opinion of Sol 
all Wiſe, Good, and Virtuous People. It is truly a Beau- ** 
ty of the Mind, and pleaſes all that ſee it. | * 
Tis often ſeen, that all the Things which Lives intend Us 


for Ornaments are > -plac'd, and give them neither Grace 
| | nor 
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or Comlineſs, whether they be of Gold, or Silver, or Eu- 
oideries, or other things, never ſo rare and coſtly; where- 


75 , this good and gentle Temper, this meek and quiet Spirit, 
5 1 1 ever fails of gaining Favour and Acceptance. It pleaſes 
ca. People when they are Wiſe; Sober, Grave, Thoughtful, 
| flo and conſider beſt; it captivates the judgment; whereas 


he reſt depend upon a light and giddy Fancy. © © 
To crown all, it is in he Sight of God of Great Price. 
FT Tis Coſtlineſs, it ſeems, that makes. all outward Ornaments 


6 f ſteem'd and valued,” And if they are of Great Price, 
74; omen think they are more becoming, and find themſelres 
b. e more reſpected for them. By a train of idle Conſe- 


quences People come to make theſe vain Concluſions, and 
tis better to yield them, than diſpute them. The Apoſtle 


0 ems inclin d to make good uſe of ſuch a Fancy, and 
„oo hopes to recommend a meek and quiet Spirit, by telling 
oc. them that it is of Great Price, highly eſteemed by God; 

1an's and certainly he is the wiſeſt and fitteſt J udge „ 
her proper and becoming all his Creatures; and if his Creatures 


underſtand their Intereſt, they will of all things endeavour 
to recommend themſelves to his Favour and Eſteem. The 
355 Beauty and Comelineſs, that all the Coſt and Ornaments in 
de. Nature can afford, are of no Value when the Show is o- 
ver. There has been a great Noiſe and Hurry, Trouble 
and great Confuſion to little Purpoſe: The Pleaſure reſults 
f 5 trom the gaze and talk of the Idle and Wanton, whom 

„they ſhall hardly fee again, who half of them perhaps diſ- 
bel like what the other half approve and: praiſe; and if a fit 
1 ot Sickneſs comes, or a fewy Tears ſteal on their Heads,” 
then all the reſt are loſt. The Praiſe of Men on ſuch Ac- 


is counts, is but a poor Temptation and Reward for ſuch 
1 Sollicitude and Care as many of that Sex beſtow' on out- 
eau- ward Ornaments: Half of that Concern laid out in re- 
| commending themſelves to God by Virtues and good Qua- 
tend! lities, would do it moſt effectually, and keep them for e- 
10 ver in his Favour. To be Meek and Quiet under Injuries 
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and hard Uſage, that is not otherwviſe to be avoided or re- 
moved, is acting with Reaſon, tis making the beſt of a 


bad Buſineſs, endeavouring to be eaſie under their Suffer- 


ings. Tis doing what People would wiſh to do, even 
when they find they cannet; for all 4fii&iaus, as we have i 
ſeen before, are more or leſs Afidting, as the Minds more 
or leſs prepar'd to bear them. And there fore Injuries, 3 
Crofles and hard Uſage, are not fo oppreſſive to meek and © 
quiet Spirits, as they are to violent and furious Terapers. © 
On this Account, it is the wiſeſt and moſt reaſonable thing 
that Namen or Mos can do, to be as calm and gentle as 
they can, to break. the Force of their Misfortunes by Fa- 
tience and Submiſſion. Wald Birds beat themſelves almoſt 
to pieces in the ſame Cage where Tame aues fit and 2 5 
As 7 


The Prifex is yet the fame: One is as near Liberty 


—— tome Ga heed. Forms, Giles | 


mend it by Coentention, Clamenr, and Impatience. They 


often. hy new Miſeries upon themſelves, by ſuch à Mi: 
management; whereas a gentle foft' Forbearanee gives 1c 
leaſt no nem Provocation to farther ill Uſage, and bears | 
the O with leſs Difficuky. Er is the Wiſdom of every Hſe | 
ta get this merk and quiet Shirit, in order to ber Eaſa and: | 


Hay and upon that rote, it ia alſo commanded 
them by God; for Ged-defigning nothing but the Happi- 
nod of his Crectwres, commands them. every thing ther 


may procure it, and every thing that be commands has 


one Tendency that way, and would, if rightly 


purſud, cœnduee to it. As the Aﬀairs ef thir Werd ave | 


manag d, and as Mev/gavers themſelves, there will be ſa 
many accidental and. deſignid Provocatiens to Anger amt 
Impatience, chat People would be extremely Mi ſerable, if 
God did not enjoyn them: by all Means to fit their Minds a- 
gaiuſt them, to beer them Quietly and Meekly when they 
came, and therefore tis in kindneſs ta us that he lays 
theſe Laws and Commands upon us; and becauſe he is de- 
tn Ci — therefore he is 


delight- 
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delighted with our Compliance and Obedience, and a meek 
aud quiet Spirit is in his Sight of great Price. But his Good- 
neſs and Bapignity does not end here, bis Aim is alſo our 
eternal Good. The happier our Obedience to his Com- 
mands makes us in this World, the happier it will alſo 
make us in the World to come. The Commands that car- 
ry their Reward. with them while we obey them here, 
have alſo a Reward annex d by Promiſe to them in the 0+ 
tber Life; therefore there is ſtill the more Encouragement 
to {et about our Duty in theſe Matters. Inccher Places has 
this ſoft and gentle Carriage of Vive: been diſcours d ot, 
but it was alſo. very proper to treat of it again. In this 
we proceed now. to conſider further the Duty. of Fidelity 
owing from Wives to their Husbands: \ 

The J#ife muſt not only keep. herſelf pure and chaſte 
from all ſtrange Enbraces, ſhe muſt not fo much as give 
an Ear to anx that would allure her, but with the greateſt 
Abhorrence reject all Motions of that fort, and never give 
any Man that has auce made ſuch à Motion to her, the leaſt 
Opportunity to make a ſecand. This is not the only Fide- 
licy owing, from Wives to Hubamds; the Wife owes it alſo 
in the managiag thoſe Workily-Afairs he commits: to her, 
ſhe muſt order them ſo as may be moſt to her u 
Advantage, and not by deceiving and cheating him employ. 
his Goods ta ſuch Uſes as he alows not of. With Love, 
the (Wife owes her Husband alt Friendiineſs and Kindneſs of 
Converſation: She is to endeavour to bring him as much 
Alliſtance and Corafort of Life as is poſſible, that fo ſhe 
may anſwer that ſpecial End of the s Creation, the 
being a Hap to her. Hausband; and this in all Conditions, 
whether Health or Sickneſs, Wealth or Poverty; whatſoever 
Eſtate God by his Providence ſhall caſt hint into, fhe muſt 
be as much of Comfort and Support to him as the can. To 
this all Sallemmeſs and Harſimeſs, all Brawling and U; | 
nefs are directly contrary: For that makes the Vie the 
ern the Man, inſtead of a Help and Come 
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whom the greateſt Kindneſs and Affection are owing? 


Nor let ſuch Wives think, that any Faults. or Provoca- 4 


rions of the Husband can -juſtifie their Frowardneſs : For 
they will not, either in Reſpect of Religion or Diſcretion : 


not in Religion, for where God has abſolutely commanded i 
a Duty to be paid, tis not any Unworthineſs of the Per- 
ſon can excuſe from paying it; Nor in Dj iſeretion, for the 
worſe a Husband is, the more need there is for the Wife to 

carry herſelf with that Genzleneſs and Sweerneſs that may 


be moſt likely to win him. Likewiſe ye Wives, ſays St. 


Peter, be in Subjeftion to your own Husbands, that if any | 
obey not the Word, they may without the Ward be won by the | 
Converſation of the Wives. It ſeems the good Behaviour 
of the Wives was thought a powerful Means to win Men 


from Heatheniſin to Chriſtianity, and ſure it might now-a- 


days have ſome good Effects, if Women w have but | 
the Patience to try it. At leaſt it would have this, that it 


would keep ſome tolerable Quiet in Families; whereas on 
the other Side, the ill Fruits of the Vue, Unquietneſs are 
{ſo Notorious, that there are few Neighbourhoods but can 
give ſome Inſtance of it. How many Men are there, who 
to avoid the Noiſe of a froward Mie have fallen to Com- 


pany- keeping, and by that to Drankenneſs, ' Poverty, and a 


multitude of Miſchiets? Let all Mues therefore beware 
of adminiſtring that Temptation. But whenever there 
happens any thing which in kindneſs to her Husband ſhe 
is to admoniſh him of, let it be with that Softneſs and 


- Mildneſs, that it may appear tis Love and not Auer which 


makes her ſpeak. - y 
As the Wife eſpouſes the Man, 4 ſhe wks his Obligati- 
ons alſo, and where- ever he by ties of Nature or Alliance 
ewes a Reverence or Kindneſs, ſhe is no leſs a Debtor. Her 
Marriage is an Adoption into his Family, and ſhe muſt 2 
to every Branch of it what their Stations there do reſpe- 
; ctively 


£ 2B 


fort; and ſurely if it be a Fault to behave ones - ſelf fo to 2 
any Perſon, how great muſt it be to do ſo to him to 3 
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1 ctively require; to define which more particularly, would 


be a Work of more Length than Profit. I ſhall therefore 
confine my ſelf to the Relation ſhe ſtands in to her Hws- 


K„K„ r ˙ temp hos rom ten nn 


Husband, Love is the firſt Debt ſhe owes him, the prime 
Article in the Marriage Vow, and indeed the moſt eſſentia! 
and the moſt requiſite. Without this, tis only a Bargain 
and Compact. A Tyranny perhaps on the Man's Part, and 
a Slavery on the Homans. Tis Love only that cements 
the Hearts, and where that Union is wanting, tis but a 
Shadow, a Carcaſs of Marriage. Wherefore as tis very 
neceſiary to bring ſome degree of that into this Srate, fo 
tis no leſs to maintain and improve it in it; this is it 


which facilitates all other Duties of Marriage, making — | 


Yoke ſit ſo lightly, that it rather pleaſes than-galls, 

ſhould then be the Study of Wives to — this — 
that liks the fal Fire it may never go out: And to that 
End carefully to guatd it from all thoſe things which are 
naturally apt to exſtinguiſh it: Of which kind are all: 


| Frowarduefs and little Perverſeneſ of Humour; all Sullen 


and Moroſe Behaviour, vhich by taking off from the De- 
lights and Complacenty of Mir, * 3 . mt 
wear off the Kindneſs, | 

But of all; I know nothing more 8 than chat 
unhappy Paſſion of Fealouſie, which tho? tis ſaid to be the 
Ghild of Love, yet like the Viper, its Birth is the certain 
Deſtruction of the Parent. As therefore they muſt be 
nicely” careful to give their Husband: no Colour, no leaſt 


Ubrage for it, ſo ſhould they be as reſolute to reſiſt all 


that occurs to themſelves; be fo far from that buſie Cu- 
rioſuy, that Tnduſtry to find Cauſes of Suſpicion, that even 
where they preſented themſelves, they ſhouid avert the Con- 
ſideration, put the moſt candid Conſtruction upon any 
doubtful Action. And indeed Charity in this Inſtance has 
not more of the Dove than of the Serpent. It is infinitely: 
the wiſeſt Courſe, both in relation to her preſent Eu 
* 
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and: her future Innacenca. The entertaining à jealous Rftt 
is adwitting the maſk treacheroua, the maſt diſturbing Ij·— 
nate in tie Wand. and ie qpens her Brraſt to a Fu that 
lets it in. is certainly one ob the moſt inchanting Fre- 
zies imaginable; koeps her always in a moſt reſtleſs impor» 
tunate Search after — which. ſhe dreads and abhors ta 
find, —.—̃ —U—ö— mem f 
2 her Baſe, f od but L 
As: the Enſe, 19 tis adds: ſhe — 
{a with ſome degrees of ber Inuacence. ie. ia CAB 
movly attended with a black Pain, * ts Agger, Malice. 
and Rezenge;, and by how much the Female Impetence 
te govern theſe: Paſſions is the greater, ſo much the more 
dangerous is it · to admit chat winch. will ſo furely {ct thee. 
iman Upzear. Fer if Fealasſie, as the Hiſeman ſays, be: 
the Rage of l, we way well: think it mayr be; the 
Brey of a: Hamam. Indeed —— . — 
Iaſtances of itz: not only; in; the: woſt- indecent: Fierceneis 
and Clamom, but iin the ſalemn Miſehiafa of actual An- 
uenget. Nays tia to be doaubted there have bean ſame 

— —-—-—-— on themſelves, who baze ru- 
in'd thæmſelves in Spight, . haue bern Auulirram by way: of 
Retaliation, and taken more ſcandalous: Liberties thaw thaje; 
they: complained” of in their Husbamia. When ſueb enor- 
_ Effeitts: aa theſt ane the Iſſues of Fealovſie;/itr onght. 
to: keep em onthe ſtricteſt Guand againſt it. But par- 
haps id may be: ſaidꝭ that ſame em are non left tor their 
Jralauſia and; Cynjectunes, hut have mom demonſtratiue 
Proofs; In this Age tis indeed no ſtrange thing for: New 
te publiſ their Sim andithe Oſſendar is ſo fan from. cant 
cealing;- that he ſumetimes boaſta of his: Crimee.- In this 
Caſs I — — din-belantchine, 
beit even here a t has this Advantage that ſhe ic autret: 
tho Pain o Swſfo:ae Sho k noa the utmaſt, and chene 
fore is now at leiſure to convert alłthat Induſtry urhiah tbe 
would haue us d for: — — 
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gainſt a known Calamity, which ſure-ſhe may de im this 
as well as any other. A patient Submiſſion being the uni- 
verſal Remedy in all Piirqſſas, and as the fig cam over- 
vrhelm us if we add our un towards our 
linking; ſo the grearef cannot if we deny that Aid; They 
are for this Reaſon far in the Wrong, who it eaſe ef this 
Injury purſue their Hu, with: Nruleucien and Ne- 
proaches, which, as Solomon faps, is the pouring Vinegar 
upon Nitre, applying Corrofcves when Bulſam are moſt 
needed, by wichaley ——— 
but render the Hum incurable. They are not Thinders 
and Earthquakes, but ſoft and gentle Rainy that cloſe the 
Sciſſaras of the Ground; and the Brencher of e wilt 
never be cemented by Storms and loud Ontcries;” many 
Men have been. made worſe, tcarce ever any Man better 
by it, for Gailt covets nothing more cham Opportunity of 
recriminating. And where the Husbund cau aceuſe the 
— he'thinks be needs 0 RE 

own: 

--a wiſe Diinrohtion; n is fare the 
Miel Means of reclaiming for where Mer have not 
— off — there is a native Compaſſion to 
We have ſome Regret to ſer a 
— che Kaife, whereas the impatient rbaring of a 
Smins diverts our Pity. Patience therefore is ac much the 
er ic iö the Dury of a N.. 

Bur there is anveher Inſtance wherein that Pi-0ks has yet 
2 feverer Myai, and that is, when à Wife" lies under the 
cauſcleſt Jealouſſes of the hu, I ſuy Cauſdefs, for if 
they be juſt, tis not ſo muck à Seaſon for Patience as tis 
for Repenrance and Reformatios. This is, ſure, one of the 
greateſt Calamities that ean befall a Virtuous Nan, who 
as ſhe'accounts nothing ſo dear as — and Hohour, 
fo ſhe thinks no Infeheiry' car equal the them, 
eſpecialy whew it is frony hi to w ꝰ]ꝗ ſhe has been the 
meſt ſollicirous- to. approve i herſelf” Banu. * 
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who permits nothing but what he directs to fome wiſe and 
gracious End, has an over- ruling Hand in all this, as well 
as in any other Events of Life, and therefore it becomes 
every Woman in that Condition to examine ſtrictly what 
ſhe has done to provoke ſo ſevere a Scourge; for tho her 
Heart condemn her not of any Falſeneſs to her Husband, 
yet probahly it may of many Diſloyalties to her God, and 
then ſhe is humbly to accept even of this traducing of her 
Innocence, as the Puniſhment: of her Iniquity. When ſhe 
has made this penitent Reflection on her real Guilts, ſhe 
may then with more Courage encounter thoſe imaginary 
Ones which are charged on her. Wherein ſhe is to uſe 
all prudent and regular Means for her Juſtification, that be- 
ing a Debt ſhe owes to Truth, and her own Fame. But 
after all, if the Suſpicion remains ſtill fixt, as commonly 
thoſe which are the moſt unreaſonable are the molt obſti- 
nate, ſhe may ſtill ſolace herſelf in her Integrizy, and God's 
Approbation of it; nor ought ſhe to think her ſelf deſolate, 
who was her Appeal open to Heaven. Therefore while 
- ſhe can look both inward and upward with Comfort, why 
ſhould ſhe chuſe to fix her Eyes only on the Object of her 
Grief? and while her own Complaint is of Defamation, 
why ſhould ſhe ſo diſnonour God and a good Conſcience, as 

to ſhew any thing can be more forcible to oppreſs than they 
are torelieve and ſupport? And if ſhe may not indulge to Grief, 
much leſs may ſhe to Anger and Bitterneſs. Indeed if ſhe 
conſider, how painful a Paſſion Jealouſis is, her Husband 
will more need her Pity, who, tho he be unjuſt to her, 
is yet cre} to himſelf. And as we do not uſe to hate and 
malign thoſe Lunaticis, who in their Fits beat their Friends, 
and cut and gaſn themſelves, but rather make it our Care 
to put all hurtful Engines out of their way, ſo ſhould the 
e not deſpightfully recriminate upon the Injury, but 
wiſely contrive to remove and avert the Evil for the future, 
by denying herſelf eren the moſt. Innocent Liberties, if 
ſhe fee they diſſatisfie him. I know there have * 
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of another Opinion, and as if they thought Jealouſie were 
co be curd by Provocation, have in an angry Contempt 
done things to inflame it, put on an unwonted Freedom 
and Folllity, to ſhew their Husbands how little they had 
ſecur d themſelves by their Diſtruſi: But this, as it is no 
Chriſtian, ſo J conceive it is no prudent Expedient. It 
ſerves to ſtrengthen not only the Husband's Suſpicion, but 
his Party too, and make many others of his Mind. And 
tis a little to be fear d, that by uſing ſo to brave the Jea- 
louſie, they may at laſt: come to veriſe it. This Paſſon is 
moſt incident to People of Quality, and with the work: 
and moſt durable Effects. Vet whatever Pretences they 
take hence, the Marriage Vom is too faſt a Knot to be 
looſed by Fancies and Chimeras; let a Woman then be the 
Perſon ſuſpecting or ſuſpected, neither will abſolve her from 
that Love to her Husband ſhe has ſworn to pax 

But alas! What hope is there that theſe greater Tempra- 
tions ſhall be reliſted, when we ſee every the {lighteſt Di- 
guſt is now-a-days too ſtrong for Matrimonial Love? which: 
does indeed fall off of it ſelf, and is an Event ſo much ex- 
pected, that tis no wonder to find it expire with the firſt 
Circuit of the Moon, but tis every bodies Admiration to 
find it laſt one of the Sun. And ſometimes it vaniſhes ſo 
clearly as not to leave the leaſt Shadom behind it, not ſo 
much as the Formalities of Marriage. One Bed, one Houſe 
cannot hold them, as if they had been put together like 
Caſe-Shot in a Gun, only that they might the more forci- 
bly ſcarter ſeveral ways. And as if this were deſign'd and 
intended in the firſt Addreſſes, a ſeparate Maintenance is of 
courſe contracted for before-hand, and becomes as ſolemn 
a part of the Serzlement as the Foynture is. Plutarch ob- 
ſerves of the ancient Romans, that for Two hundred and 
thirty Vears after the founding of their State, there never 
was one Example of any marry'd Couple that ſeparated. It 
is not likely they could have a more binding Form of 
' Mar- 
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Marriage than ours is. The Diff « 

their Nratity and: our Fal/enefs. - mut beten 
Bat even among 


many | 
vchich is the Soul of — And to help om the De- 


cliaatian, there are faſmonable Aar, taken up to make 
u and their Hiues the greateft Strangers tu each other. 
Thus tis pronounced & Piece of Ibbrerding, 2 Sign'of a 

an; to fee a Id go abroad with his. Own 


Viife. 1 ſuppaſs thoſe that brought up theſe Rules are not 


to ſeck whatuſe to make of them; and were the Time of 
tho moſt modifh Conples computed, 'rwould be found they 
ave but few of their waking» He, I might {ay Minutes, 
together: Meer Diquiernde and ri of Converſa- 
— rr os oe — 
guiſh their 
de net think the | 
— — — it as their Dur bork- 
to own nm reer Eeva _ 
— promis'd.' | of 

Another Debt to the Perſon ob ea is. Filelopy 
for as-ſhw- has/e/pawfec? alt his barer, ſhe'is obliged ta be 
true to them, to keep: all his Secram toinform: him at all 
his Dangers, and im a mild and manner ta admonifly 
him of his Rauer. This is the m Act of Fripni- 
Kn. Therefore ſue whos is 1 eut ren 
intimate degrees of" that N muſt not be wanting in 
id Sdes tha lies in his Boon ſhould be a kind of ſecond 
Conftiencs to him, by: putting him in mind both of his 


and his Nes. Tis a S to ormit ir as long as ſhe | 


eam be but patiently heard, the greateſt Freachery to his 
Nobleſt, to his immoral Part, and fack as the moſt Offi- 
cious Cares of his other Nrereſt can never expiate. She is 
indeed unfaithful to herſelf in it, there being nothing that 
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r eontabutr Hater _s 
Newprrwnondby ——— 6: 2756 

Qs ee Bentieulees wahith:heve benen es und 
this general, Head, of the Duty and“ Intereſt of | Wives, 
there are two Which can never” be: toa- camettly recom 
mended. Finſt,  Conjugal: Fidelity as it relates to the-Bed:; 
this. aught tobe obſerved in the moſł nice amd fixift man- 
ner. The Wiſe is in tlut tarbe-feverely ſrnnulbtis, and 
never to admit {© much as: 2 Thaughtior Imaginatiom 
rauch. lefs any Farly or Treaty contrary to her Laa 
Huutonaeſe is one af the fouleft Blots: that can ſtaim any of 
the. Sex ; but tis inſinitely more odious in the hard 
than in an other Sau it being in them an u 
rien of Crimes; Perjwry addact to Uialearneſs;: the h 


of their Family ſuperſtructed upon their on. And ac. 


cordingly all Lama haue made a difference im their Puziff- 
mant. Ailulterꝝ was by: Gods ann Rn punih d vvith 
Daarh among the Fews, and iv: ſeems: it was ſo agreeable 
to natural Juſtice; - than: ſeveral other Nations did the like: 


IL. know no reaſon, but the" difficulty of Daran chat 


mould an where gine it a milder Senten ge: 
Neither, ſecondly, can we ennugk enlarge: upon the 
Duty of Qbedience, which Hives ougbht to practiſe tovrards 
their Hasbunde, becauſe it is of late become rather a; mats 
ter of Jad than of Darin. The Word bas: a very harſh 
found: in the Ears: of ſome Hives, but it is certainly what 
al of them are bound to obſerve, not oniy by their Pro- 
miſe of it, tho that were ſuffirient, but from an | 
af much, older: Date; it being the Penialty that was laid 
upon the Woman's Doha e to Gad, thatiſhe, and all 
derived from her; ſhauld: he ſubject tor the Husband. The 
cantending for Safeniority is: an Attempt ts reverſe the 
fundamental Lam urhic l is almoſt as ancient as the World; 
but ſurel G — 


64 The WIE. 


will not make Acts of Repeal, to ſatisfie the Petulahcy of 
a few” Maſterleſs Women: The' Statute will till ſtand in 
Force, and if it cannot awe them into an 'Ob/ervarice, 
will not fail to conſign them to Puniſhment. Indeed this 
Fault is commonly its own Chaſtiſer, and does anticipate, 
tho' not avert, its final Dom. The Imperiouſneſs of a 
Womanotten raiſes thoſe Storms, in which her ſelf is Ship- 
wrecked. - How pleaſantly might many omen have lived, 
if they had-not affected Dominion? Hoy much even of 
their ill might they have had, if they had not — — 
for it? Let a Man be of never ſo gentle a Temper, un- 
leſs his Flead be ſofter than his Heart, fuch an Uſurpation 
will awake him to aſſert his Right, But if he be of a 
ſour ſevere Nature, if he have as great a deſire of Rule as 
ſhe, back d with a much better Tizle; what Tempeſts, what 
Hurricanes muſt two ſuch oppoſite Winds produce? And 
at laſt tis commonly the fes Lot, after an uncreditable 
unjuſt Nur, to make as diſadvantageous a Peace. This, 
like all other ineffectual Rebellions, ſerving only to add 
weight to her Yoke, to turn an ingenuous Subjectun into 
a {laviſh Servitude. Wherefore tis certainly not only the 
Virtus but the Wiſdom of vues to do that upon Duty, | 
which at laſt they muſt, with more —— Cir- 
--cumiltanoes; do upon Neceſſity,” * | wo 
And as they owe theſe — — the Roſa | 
che Hlasband, ſo there is alſo a Debt to his 
this they are to be extreamly tender of, to-advance it by 
making all that is good in him as conſpicuous,” as publick 
as they can, ſetting his Worth in the cleareſt Light, by 
putting his Infirmities in the Shade, caſting a Veil —_ 
de ae ehitathen diene adtingr nyt 3 
far as is poſſible; from their-own too; there being nothing 
acquir d to the Wife by Contemplating the ''Husband's 
Weakneſs, but a Temptation of deſpiſing him, which | 
tho bad enough in it ſelf, is yet render d worſe by that | 
train of miſchievous Conſequences which uſually attend it. | 
In 
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In caſe therefore of any notable Imperfections in him, her 

ſafeſt way will be to conſider them no —— than ſhe can 

be Inſtrumental to the Curing them To divert her 
Thoughts from them, and reflect upon ber own, which 

perhaps, if impartially weigh'd, may balance, if not over- 


poiſe his. And indeed thoſe Mive- who are apt to blaze 


their Husbands Faults, ſkew that they have either little con- 
ſider d their own, or elſe find them ſo great, that they = 
forced to that Art of Diverſion, and ſeek in his Tyfamy 
drown their own. But that Project is a little mens: — 
nothing does in ſober Judges create a greater Prejudice to 
a Woman, than to ſee her jpeg; in kn og. — 259 
band. 

- Bufides' this nende deen of his Reputation, 
there is another by way of Reflection, which conſiſts in a 
Care that ſhe herſelf do nothing which may redound to 
his Diſhonour. There is ſo ſtrict a Union between a Man 


and his Wife, that the Law counts them One Perſon, and 


conſequently they can have no divided Intereſt. Thus the 
Mir behaviour of the oman reflects Ignominy on the 
Man. It therefore concerns them as well upon their Hj-' 
bands as their own Account, to abſtain even from all ap- 
pearance of Evil, and provide that themſelves be, what 


Ceſar is ſaid to have requir d of his Wife, Not only without | 


Guilt, but without Scandal alſo. 

Another part of the Wife's Duty relates to her Husband s 
Fortune: The management of which is not ordinarily 
the Wife's Province; but where the Hausband thinks fit to 
make it ſo; "ſhe is oblig d to adminiſter it with her beſt 
Care and Induſtry: Not by any neglect of hers to give 


others opportunity of Defrauding him. Vet on the other 


hand, not by immoderate Tenacity or Griping to bring 
upon him and herſelf the Reproach, and which is worſe, 
the Curſe that attends Exaction and Ofpreſſion. But this is 
not uſually the Vives field of Action, tho it were eaſie to 


give Inſtances from wy of the advantageous —_— 
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and active Induſtry of Wives, not only in fol Families, 
but whole, Nations. Nothing can be more pregnant than 
that among the Romans; in the very Height and Flouriſh 
of the Empire. Auguſtus himſelf ſcarce wore any thing 
t of the Manufatture of his Wife, his Siſter, Daughter 
aud Nieces, as Suetanius aſſures us. Should the gay Lillies 
of our Fields, which neither Sow nor Spin, nor gather into 
Barns, be exempted from furniſhing others, and left only 
to Cleath thernſelves, tis to be doubted they would reverſe 
aur Saviqur's. Parallel of Salamoms Glories, and na Beggar 
We will be yet more kind, and impoſe only the Nega- 
tive Thrift on the Wife, not to waſte and embezzle her 
Hushaud,'s. Eſtate, but to confine her Expences to ſuch li- 
mits as they can eaſily admit; a Caution which if all 
amen had oblerv'd, many Noble Families had been pre- 
| ſexv'd, of which there now remains no other Ademerial, 
but that thoy fell a Saoijice to the profuſe Haniq of a ln. 
man; and I fear this Ag is like to provide many more 
emulated the Reman Luxury, Which Seneas and Nliny de- 
ſcribe with © much Indignation, ſometimes wear about 
them the Revenues of a Rich Family; and thofe that can- 
nat reach to that, ſhe hom much tis agaiaſt their ili 
they fall lower, by the vaſt Variety and Exceſs of ſuch 
things as they can poſſibly compaſs ; fo. much Extrava- 
gance not oaly in thair own Dreſs, but that of their Hiow/e# 
and Apartments, as if their Favity, like the Leproſce we 
read of in Leviticus, had infected the very While, And in- 
deed, tis à very ſpreading Eating one, for the Furniture 
oft conſumes the Hawſe, lf ſome Gentlemen were to 
calculate their, Bentes, they might reduce all to the Inven- 
roxy of Scopias the Theſſalian, who profeſt his All ay only 
in ſuch- Nys as did hm ne ga. Hojmen are now akilful 
 Ghymifts,. and can quiekly turn their Hwohunds Furth into 
Kia | | 0 
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Gold wo Volatile, and let it all vapaur-awray in inſignificant, 
tho' gaudy Trifles. 

Nr e le de bricidernife wh: dhe chan bo- 
mediately affect the Tama, that Forge of Vanity, ID 
ſupplies a perpetual Spring of nem Temptationz- Tie 
true, there are ſome Ladies who We rec 
be there, their Huslands Employments or Fortunes hive 
mark'd that out as their proper Srarzorn ; and where the 
Ground of their flay is their Day, there is more reaſan 
to hope it will not betray them to ill. For Temptations 
ate moſt apt to aſſault Straglers, thoſe that put themſelves : 
out of their proper Raad. And truly, I fee not who! can 
more properly be ſaid to be fo, than thoſe ne whole 
Means of Subſiſtance lyes in the Cum _—_— and yet! will / 
ſpend it no where but at London. Which ſeems to carry 
ſomething of Oppoſition to God's Providence, who furehy . 
newer caus'd their Lat to fall in a fair Ground, in go, 
Herieages, wich an intent they ſhoakd never #a/inthenn.. 
Where God gives an Eftate, he as the Supream Lan 
——— of Du, lars a kind of Ru Charge 
upon in. He expects- it ſhotid maintain both x 
an Charity, and ſire botlt' theſe are fitteſt ti be done: 
upon the place, whence the Ability fen them riſes. Alb 
Publick Taxes uſe to be: levyd where the Ffare yes d 
know not why theſe vehich: are God's - upon it 
ſhould nat be paid there too. When a Gencleman's hand: 
becomes praſnable unto him, by the Svreat and Labour! of 
his poor Neighbours and Tenants, twil He ta kind of 
MI the Ge if they never taſte of the Fit of their 
Ping if they ſhall never have the Refreſhment: of a good 
Meal or an Alm,; which they are not very likely to have 
vrhen all che Profe- are ſent up to maintaim an Nuipbage. 
and: keep up a Nu in wn. But alas) tis oſten not 
only the An Profits which go that war not only the 
Crop but the Sail to. Thoſe Luuuriũ uſually pro up 
n Heart ar an Effas, * 
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have ſtaid in the Town: till os have had nothing left in 
the Country to retire to. | 


Now, where this proceeds from the 171 ife, What "oY 


count can' ſhe give to her Husband, whoſe Eaſineſs and 
Indulgence (for that muſt be ſuppos d in the Caſe) ſhe 


has ſo abus d? As alſo to her Poſterity and Family, who 


for her Pride muſt be brought Low, reduc'd to a Condi- 
tion beneath their Quality, becauſe ſhe affected to live a- 
bove it? But ſhe will yet worſe anſwer it to herſelf, on 
whom. She has brought not only the Iaconvenience, but the 
Guilt. A Lofty Mind will ſurely. feel Smart enougb by a 
Fall from an exalted to an humble Sration, from Profuſion to 
Indigence. What can be more Grievous to a vain and la- 
viſn Humour! Vet here twill further have an additional 
Sting from Conſcience, that ſhe: owes it only to her own 
Pride and Folly; a moſt imbittering Conſideration, - and 
ſuch as advances the Affliction beyond that of a more 
Innocent Poverty, as much as the Pain of an envenom d 
Arrow exceeds that of anotnle r. 
The ſaddeſt reckoning of all is that be is to 
make 60 God, who bas declar'd he hares Robbery, tho for 
4 Burnt-Offering to himſelf; How will he then deteſt this 
Robbery, this impoveriſhing of the Husband, when tis 
only to make an Oblation to Vanity and Exceſs ? It ſhould 
therefore be the Care of all Wives to keep themſelves from 


a Guile, for which God and Man, and themſelves alſo, "is 


ſhall equally) accuſe them, and to keep their Expences 
within ſuch Limits, that as Bees ſuck but not violate or 
detace the Flowers, ſo they as joint Proprietaries with the 
Husbands, eee but not dee ee e 
tune 
We muſt not forget to W that en is Day 
to the Huzband, is equally fo, be he good or ill. Tis not 
his Defect, either of Piety or Morality, that can abſolve 
the fe. For beſides the Inconvenienee of making her 
1 and liable to be ſubſtracted upon every 
| Pretence 
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Pretence of Demerit, ſhe has by ſolemn Contract renoun- 
ced that Liberty, and in ber Marriage Vom taken him for 
better for worſe, and tis too late after Yows to make En- 
quiry. Hoy uneaſie ſoever the Perverſeneſs of the Huſ- 
band may render it, he cannot thereby make it Jeſs, but 

more rewardable by God. How. Unworthy ſoeyer the 

Husband may be, the Fife cannot miſplace her Obſervance, 

while ſhe finally terminates it on that infinite Goodneſs 
and Majeſty to whom no Love or Obedience can be e- 
= ie a Wife happens to have a Husband that is not fo 
faithful to her as he ought to be, it is not neceſſary ſhe 
ſhould ſeem quite inſenſible of it. That would look fo 
indifferent, as if ſhe had no manner of Kindneſs for him. 

She may make ſome Complaints, but muſt take Care they 

are not too ſharp and violent; her Endeavour ſhou'd be 

to bring him back to her by gentle means; and if it be 
his Misfortune and hers, that he ſtill perſiſts, let her ma- 
nage it ſo at leaſt, that if ſhe muſt loſe his Heart, ſhe loſes 
When any Miſunderſtanding ariſes between the Husband 

and the'Wife, if ſhe be never ſo little Handſome, ſhe will 
find but too many that will ſeem concern'd for her hard 
Fate. Some will tell her, it is very Surprizing that ſuch a 
Perſon as the is, who might make ſo many Worthy Mer 
Happy, ſhou'd be ſo ill treated by an Husband; others will 
cry, tis very ſtrange that a Man, who ought to Sacrifice 

all for her fake, ſhou'd prefer another before her, who 
does not deſerve half ſo much. Such is the Language of 
Lovers: They ſet off all their Wicked Deſigns with the 
plauſible Pretences of Pity and Complacency, and when e- 
very Word they ſay is to Undermine their Virtue, all their 
Appearances ſeem only intended to defend their Merit. They 
will repreſent the Unworthineſs of her Rivals, to exaſpe- 
rate her againſt her Husband, for the Neglect or Indiffe- 
- rence he ſhews her. They will complain that this plainly 
e diſcovers 


 Uifcovers the deprived 
hundred n on are v ready to tell to 


; in his ill Cpurſes, he de 
penſi a little with the Fidelity which. ſhe promi d him. Ha- 
ving ended their Satyr ag 4 
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Tomes that will take the Pains to hear t After this 


they will fall to their Com/els. By degrees they inſpite 


them with Thoughts of Revenge, they repreſent to them, 


"They ought ro let their Husbands fee they are not Inſenſible 
| N 5m fas done them, and it ſticks andy at their own 
Dpay 3, 
ut Forts of W have ſometimes a \ better. Effort 


ay them not in their own Kind. That 


upon them thau Patience, and if the Husband will continue 


re rhar the Wife ſbouli alſo diſ- 


inſt the N they paſs on 
next to the Perſon of T Husband. They begin with 


mme little Inſinuations, for fear the 2 Ife ſhould take Of- 


fence. The firft Conference. is ſpent only upon the Sub- 
ject of the Man's 3 at the next they puſh the 
"Matter a little farther. Tf he to have any natural 


' Tmperfe#ion, they ſo contrive it as to let it 2 
with the Praiſes which they beſtow upon we 


ſhe does not ſeem to be much angry at it, 12 ſhe 
not to have taken notice of it, they go on. Thus 
they make no Declaration. They.only act the Part of. a 
good Friend, who {ſincerely intereſts himſelf in her Con- 


cerns purely for her Service. They commend her, they 


pity her. They propoſe ſome Diverſions, and by little 
and little they thus become more familiar to her, they 


ſeek all Occasions to diſcourſe further with her, and by 
ſeeking they find. Thus it is that her great Friend and 


Confident, getting by degrees into her Heart, at length 


lurps a Place which did not belong to him. 


When Divjions of this kind happen in a marry'd Life, 
a Wife muſt take great Care what Meaſures ſhe takes. 
For, true it is, there is nothing ſo pleakng and natural as 


to have one's lf pity'd, when one ſuffers :; However, in 


this Caſe, Virtue obli iges a Woman to bear pariently the 
Burthen 
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Burrhen her lf, and what Cauſe ſbever ſhe has, the muſt 


neyer ſuffer any Man upon any Preterice whatever to 
ſpeak ill of her Hausband. Her beſt way in ſuch a Con- 
jun&are, is never to admit of any fuch Diſcourſe ; For 


it ſhe commends her Hausband when all the World laws 


he does not deſerve it, ſhe will paſs either for a Fool or a 
Hypocrire ; and if ſhe complains, who can help her? Hip- 


men do not naturally love one another, Their ill Politicks 


put them generally at Variance ; and What has been faid 
already ſhews the Danger of their voting Ont ho 


the Compaſſion of Men. 


Some Men are, *tis true, incapable of attempting any 
thing in onal fowl e the e of x mule Wh- 
man, Who lyes under no ſuſpected Character. But Men 
inſenſibly go often farther than they intended: To Day 
tis Pizy o y, to Morrow it changes its Nature; and when 
Pity once degenerates with them into Love, they dare no 
longer anſwer for themſelves. The ſureſt way is then to 


5 no particular Intimacy with ſuch Friends, Unhappy 


Neceſſity, which thus obliges Men and Women to diſtruſt 
one another, and to put a Bay berween two Sexes, which 


Hieav'n ſees to have made to be united! 


But for all this, tis not pretended hereby to deprive 
Ladies of a fair Correſpondence and Converſation with ſuch 
Men of their owa ion as they may be oblig'd to 
entertain. No: nor is it unadviſable to admit ſametimes 


1 ot a particular Friend, that may be capable of aſſiſt⸗ 


en with his good Counſel. All that is meant by 


has been ſaid, is to ſhew the Care and Caution they 


ought to take in ſo delicate and nice a Matter, It is very 
hard for a Virtue and a Paſſm, which are ſituated ſo near 
together, long to obſerve and keep their due Diſtance, It 


is then very fit that their Friend whom they have a Mind 


to raiſe to be a Confident, ſhou'd be of ſuch an advanc'd 
Age, and of Tuch known Worth and Probiry, that they 
; may 
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: may. fafcly ſee him without giving Offence, and with all 
Security to the, Rules of Decency. 

I know yery well that Marriage is made yr light a 
"Matter, and the mutual Duties of Husband and Mife ſo 
little conſider d, that few Women, as well as Men, among 
Perſons of Rank, think they are at all bound by them. 
But as all this proceeds from want of due Conſideration, 
*twill not be improper to ſay a Word or two to the fair 
Sex of that Condition, which the Mode ſeems to have ex- 
alted beyond the Limits of Divine or Humane Laws, as 
they have Relation to Matrimony. 

What can be of more Importance to a young Lady of 
| Quality, than to inform her {elf well as to her Conduct _ 
in a State of Life, to which tis very probable ſhe is not PF 
indifferent as ſoon as ſhe is capable of diſtinguiſhing it ch 
from that of Virginity? To know how to live with a 8 
Husband is a Knowledge that, of all others, will ſtand Po 
ber i in the greateſt ſtead ; and Husband is ſo large a Word, 3 
that few Roles can be fix'd to it which are unchangeable, De 

the Methods being as various as the ſeveral Tempers of mi 

Men, to which they muſt be ſuited ; yet one muſt not ber: 

omit ſome General Obſervations, which with the Help of Mez 

their own may better direct young Ladies in this part of Me: 
their Lives, upon which their Happineſs moſt depends. ther 

It is one of the Diſadvantages belonging to their Sex, ſubj, 

that young Women are ſeldom permitted to make their wi 

' own Choice, eſpecially where there is a Fortune to go with 

them. Their Friends Care and Experience are taken for 

granted to be ſafer Guides to them than their own Inclina- 

; and their Modeſty often forbids them to refuſe whom 
their Parents recommend, tho their inward Conſent may 
not entirely Correſpond with it. In this Caſe there re- 
mains nothing for them to do, but to endeavour to make 
that eaſie which falls to their Lor, and by a wiſe Uſe of 

every mung they may diſlike 1 in a Husband, turn that by 

| * 
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in time beget an Avuenſion. 

They muſt lay it down for a Foundation i in general, that 
there is, as has been ſhewn at large, an Inequality in the 
Sexes, and that for the Oeconomy of the World, the Men, 
who were to be the Law-givers, had the better ſhare of 
Reaſon beſtow'd upon them; by which means the other 
Sex is the better prepar d for Compliance, which is neceſſar y 
for the better Performance of thoſe Duties that ſeem moit 
properly aſſign'd to it. This looks a little Hacourtiy at the 
firſt Appearance, but upon Examination it will be found 
that Nature is ſo far from being Unjuſt to them, that ſhe 
is partial on their fide. She has made Women ſuch large 
Amends by other Advantages for the ſeeming Tjuſtice of 
the firſt Diſtribution, that the Right of Complaining is 
come over to the other Sex. The Ladies have it in their 
| Power not only to free themſelves, but to ſubdue their 
Maſters, and without Violence throw both their Natural 
and Legal Authority at their own Feet. The tvro Sexes are 
made of differing Tempers, that their Defects may be the 
better mutually ſupply d. Vomen want the Reaſon of 
Men for their Conduct, their Strength for their Protection ; 
Men want the Gentleneſs of Women to ſoften and entertain 
them. The firſt Part of the Life of Man is a good deal 
ſubjected to the Woman in the Nurſery, where ſhe reigns 
without Competition, and by that means has the Advan- 
tage of giving the firſt Impreſſions. She has afterwards 
ſtronger Influences, which well manag'd have more Force 
on her behalf, than all the Privileges and Furiſclickions Man 
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Strength in their Looks than Men have in their Laws, and 
more Power by their Tears than Men have by their * 
ments. 

Tis true, the Laws of Marriage run in a harſher Stile 

towards the Nomen. Obey is an Ungenteel Word, and leſs 

eaſie to be digeſted by „ ſuch an unkind Diſtinction 

Vor. II. in 
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degrees to be very Supportable, which if neglected may 


can pretend to have againſt her. omen have more 
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in the Words of the Contract, and ſo very unſuitable to 
2 2 of Good Manners which gc goes before it. 
Beſides, the Uuiverſaliey of the Rule ſeems 30 be a Erie. 
- 244uce, and it appears reaſonable that there ought to be an 
Exemptian for Extraordinary Women from Ordinary Rules, | 
to take away anc 3 that lies againſt the falſe 
e of General Equalzy. pt | 
hag ppt be leg by the Corpſe! retain d by the Fair 
Sex, that as there is in all other Laws an Appeal from the 
Letter to the Equity in Caſes that require it, it is but rea. 
ſonable that ſome Court of a larger Furiſdiction might be 
Erected, where ſome Wives might reſort and Plead {pe- 
cially ; and in ſuch Inſtances where Naturs is {o kind as 
10 raiſe them above the Level of their own Sex, they 
might have Relief, and obtain a Mirigation in their own 
Particular, of a Seutence which was given generally againſt 
| Moman- kind. The Cauſes of Separation are now ſo Very 
Coarſe, that few are Confident enough to buy their Liberey 


at the Price of having their Modeſty {o expos d. And for 


Diſparity of Minds Which above all other things requires a Bi vn 
Remedy, the Laws have made no Proviſion. So Uttle te. t. 
fin'd are Numbers of Men, by whom they are compi. in 
This and 2 great deal more might be {aid to give a Colour BY . 
to the Complaint, but the Anſwer to it in ſhort is, that WY Ei 
the Inficution of Marriage is 100 facred to admit a Libery BY wi 
of objedfing to it. That the Suppoſition of Farmers being WW 7h 
the weaker Sex, haying without all doubt a good Found BY .,, 
tion, makes it reaſonable to ſubject it to the Maſculine Bil be 
Dominion. But the Law preſumes there would be ſo very BY tin 
few found in this Caſe, who would have a ſufficient Rig BY -,,, 
to this Privilege, that it is ſafer ſome Hjaltice ſhould bs BY the 
Conniv'd at in a very few Inſtances, than to break into an con 
Etabliſhment, upon which the Order of Humane Society I kee 
ſo much depend. e e 
* it choſe — were kid a little more open, out d nas 
Complaiſance to the more deſerving of the Sex, aigit BY in, 
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6 not the Men demand they ſhould be ftretcht too a little 
N in their Faveur > To give them Eaſe in Caſes where 
F their Diſturbances ariſe purely from the [#2aknefs and Folly 
1 of the Wives, à great part of which may be entirely o- 
„ing to their Sr: Who are therefore to make the beſt of 
e hat is ſettled by Lam and Cuſtom, and not vainly ima- 
gine it will be chang d for the ſake of a few Women of 
ir  Urcommen Merit. But that the Ladies may not be diſ- 
ae courag'd, as if they lay under the Weight of an incurable 
a- Grievance, they are to know that by a Wife and Dextrou,s 
be Conduct, it will: be in their Power to relieve themſelves 
fe from any thing that looks like a Diſadvantage. For the 
as better Direction of thoſe: who are diſpos'd to receive Dire- 
e 4ion, I will give a hint af the moſt Ordinary Cauſes of 


Diſſatisfaition between Man and Fife, that they may be 
lt able by ſuch a Hurning to live fo upon their Guard, that 
cr} Wl when they ſhall be Marryd, they may know how to cure 
ty Wl their Husband's Mifakes, and to prevent their own. * 

Firſt then they are to conſider; they live in a Time 
es 4 BY which has render d ſome kind of Funilties fo hubitual, that 
re-. chey lay Claim to large Grains of Allomance. The World 


us in this is fomewhat unequal, and Man feems to play the 
Our 


Tyrans in diſtinguiſhing partially for his own Sex, by ma- 
king that in the utmoſt Degree Criminal in the man, 
which in the Mun paſſes under a much gentler Cenſure 
The Root and the Excuſe of this Irjuſtice, is the Preſer” 
vation of Families from any Mixture which may bring 2 
blemiſh upon them, and while the Point of Honour con- 
tinues to be ſo plac'd, it ſeems unavoidable to give the 
Hamam the (greater ſhare of the Penalty; but 4 in this 
the Sex lies under any Diſadvantage, it is more than re- 
compenſed by having the Honour of Families in their 
keeping. The C eration: ſo great a Truſt muſt give 
the Hife- makes full amends, and this Power the World 
has lodg'd in ber, cat hardly fall to reftrain the Severity of 
1,4 Husband, and to improve the Kindneſs and Eſteem 

NN E 2 of 


of a good one. This being ſo, let her remember, that 
next to the Danger of committing the Fault herſelf, the 
greateſt is that of ſeeing it in her Hausband. She muſt not 
ſeem to look or hear that way. If he is a Man of Senſe, 
he will reclaim himſelf; the Folly of it is of itſelf ſuffi- 
cient to Cure him: If he is not ſo, he will be provok d, 
but not reform d. To expoſtulate in theſe Caſes, looks 
like declaring War, and preparing Reprizals, which to a 
thinking Husband wou'd be a dangerous Reflection. Be- 
ſides, it is ſo coarſe a Reaſon that will be aſſign'd for a 
Lady's too great warmth upon ſuch an Occaſion, that 
Modefty no leſs than Prudence ought to reſtrain her: Since 
ſuch an Indecent Complaint makes a Wife much more 
_ © ridiculous than the Injury that provokes her to it; But it 
is yet worſe and more unskilful to Slaxe it in the World, 
expecting it ſhould riſe up in Arms to take her part. 
Whereas ſhe will find it can have no other Effect, than 
that ſhe will be ſerv d up in all Companies, as the reigning 
Feſt at that time, and will continue to be the Common 
Entertainment, till ſhe is reſcu'd by ſome newer Folly which 
comes upon the Stage, and drives her away from it. The 
Impertinence of ſuch Methods is ſo plain, that it does not 
deſerve the pains of being laid open. Let the Ladies aſſure 
themſelves that in theſe Caſes, their Diſcretion and Silence 
will be the moſt prevailmg Reproof. An Affected Ignorance, 
which is ſeldom a Virtue, is a great one here. And when 
the Hnsband ſees how unwilling the Wife is to be uneafie, 
there is na ſtronger Argument to perſwade him not to 
be unjuſt to her. Beſides it will naturally make him the 
more yielding in other things. And whether it be to co- 
ver or redeem his Offence, ſhe may have the good Effects 
of it while it laſts, and all that while have the moſt rea- 
ſonable Ground that can be, of preſuming ſuch a. Beha- 
viour will in the end entirely Convert him. There is no- 
thing ſo Glorious to a Wife as a Victory ſo gain d; a Man 

ſo reclaim d is for ever after ſubjected to her Virrue, yer 
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| her bearing for a time is more than rewarded by a Tri- 


it umph that will continue as long as her Life. | 
e - The next thing to be ſuppoſed is, that the Husband 
yo may love Wine more than is convenient : It will be grant- 
, ed, that tho' there are Vices of a deeper Dye, there are 
[- none that have a greater Deformity than this when it is 
1, not reſtrain d; but with all this, the ſame Cuſtom, whicl» 
© is the more to be lamented for its being ſo general, ſhould 
4 make it leſs uneaſie to every one in particular, who is to 
e ſuffer by the Effect of it. A Woman need not be ſur- 
2 priz'd if ſhe has a Drunkard for her Husband: tis no 
at new thing. There is, by too frequent Examples, Evi- 


e dence enough that ſuch a Misfortune may happen, and 
re yet a Wife may live too without being Miſerable, Self- 
it love dictates aggravating Words to every thing we feel. 
d, Ruin and Miſery are the Terms we apply to whatever we 
t do nor like, forgetting the Mixture allotted to us, by the 
m Condition of Human Life, by which it is not intended 
1 we ſhould be quite exempt from Trouble. It is fair if 
Mn we can eſcape ſuch a Degree of it as would oppreſs us, 
h and enjoy ſo much of the pleaſant part as may leſſen the 
he ill Taffe of ſuch things as are unwelcome to us. Every 
ot thing has two: ſides, and for our own Eaſe we ought to 
re direct our Thoughts to that which may be leaſt liable to 
ice Exception. To fall upon the worſt ſide of a Drunkard 
ce, gives ſo unpleaſant a Proſpect, that it is not poſlible to 
en dwell upon it. Let us paſs then to the more favourable 
je, Fart, as far as a Niſe is concern d. | 7” 
to I am tempted to fay, if the Irregularities of the Ex- 
he preſſion could in ſtrictneſs be juſtify'd, that a Wife is to 
o- thank God her Husband has Fault. Mark the ſeeming 
ts Paradox. A Husband without Faults is a dangerous Ob- 
a. ſerver, he has an Eye fo piercing, and ſees every thing fo 
la- plain, that it is expos'd to his full Cenſure; and tho one 
0- would not doubt, but the Virtue of a good Wife would 
an diſappoint the ſharpeſt — yet few Women can bear 
. 3 be 
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the having all they ſay or do, repreſented in the clear Glaſs 


of an Underſtanding without Faults. Nothing ſoftens the 
Arrogauce of Man's Nature like a mixture of ſome Frail- 

ties; it is by them we are beſt told, we muſt not ſtrike 
too hard upon others, becauſe we our ſelves do ſo often 


deſerve Blows. They pull our Rage by the Sleeve, and 
whiſper Gentleueſs to us in our Cenſures, even when they | 


are rightly apply d. The Faulis and Paſſions of Hwusbimds 
bring them down to you, and make them content to live 
upon leſs unequal Terms than Fawltle/s Men would be wil- 
ling to ſtoep to. So hayghty is Mankind till humbled by 
common Weakneſſes and Defects, which in our Corrupt- 
ed State contribute more towards the reconciling us to 
one another, than all the Precepts of the Philoſophers and 
Divines. Where the Errors of the Mans Nature make 
amends for the Diſadvantages of the NHaman s, it is more 
her part to make uſe of the Benefits, than to quarrel at the 
Faults. V 1 8 I 
Thus in caſe a Drunken Husband ſhould: fall to a Lady's 
ſhare, if ſhe will be Wiſe aud Patient, his Nine ſhall be of 
her ſide. It will throw a Veil over her Miſtakes, and will 
ſet out and improve every thing ſhe does that he is pleas'd 
with. Others will like him leſs, and by that means he 
may perhaps like her the more. When after having Din d 
too well, he is receiv'd at home without. a Storm, or ſo 
much as a Reproachful Look, the ine will naturally 
work out all in Kindneſs, which a Vife | muſt encourage, 
let it be wrapt up in never ſo much Impertinence. On 
the other fide it would. boil up in Rage, it the miſtaken 
Wife ſhould treat him roughly, like a certain thing call d a 
Kind Shrew, than which the World with all its Plenty 
cannot ſhew a more ſenſeleſs, ill-bred, forbidding Creature. 
Let the Wife conſider that where the Man will give ſuch 
frequent Intermiſſions of the uſe of his Reaſon, ſhe in- 
ſenſibly gets a Right of Governing in the Vucaucy, and 
that raiſes her Character and Credit in the Family f W's 
W - ig 
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higher piteh than perhaps could be done under a Sober 
Habmd, whe” never puts himſelf into an Incapacity of 
holding the Reims. If theſe are not intire Conſolatious, at 
leaſt they are Remedies to ſome Degree. They cannot 
make Druntemneſs a Virtue, nor a Husbund given to it a 
Felicity, but the Wife will do herſelf no ill Office in en- 
dexyouring by theſe means to make the beſt of ſuch a 
Lot, in caſe it Mould happen to fall to her, and by the 
help of a wiſe Obſer vation to make that very Sapportable, 
which would otherwiſe be a Load that would Oppreſs 
The next Caſe I will put is, that a Husband may be 
Cholerick and Hl. humour d. To this may be faid, that 
Paſſonate Men generally make amends at the foot of the 
Account. Such a Man if he is angry one day without 
any Canſe, will the next day be as Kind without any Rea- 
ſor. A Wife, by marking how the Wheels of ſuch a 
Man's Head are uſed to move, may eafily bring over ail 
his Paſſione to her Iutereſt. Inſtead of being ſtruck down. 
by his Thunder, ſhe may direct it where, and upon whom 
ſhe ſhall think it beſt apply'd. Thus are the ſtrongeſt 
Poiſons turn d to the beſt Remedies, but then there muſt be 
Art in it, and a skilful Hand; ele the leaſt bungling makes 
it Mortal. There is a great deal of nice Care requiſite to 
deal with a Man of this Complexion. Choler proceeds 
from Pride, and makes a Man ſo partial to himſelf, that 
he ſwells againſt Contradiction, and thinks he is leſſen d if 
he is opp6s'd. The Wife muſt in this Caſe take caie of 
increaſing the Storm by any unwary Word, or Kindling - 
the Fire while the Wind is in a Corner which may blow 
it in her Face. She is dexteroufly to ky every thing till 
the Husban begins to cool, and then by ſlow degrees ſhe 
may riſe and = upon him. Her Gentleneſs well turn d 
will, like a Charm, diſpel his ill-placed Anger, a kind 
Smile will reclaim when a ffrill pettiſh Auſwer would pro- 
voke him; rather than fail upon ſuch Occaſions, when 
325 E 4 | other. 
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other Remedies are too weak, a little Flattery may be | 


admitted, which by being neceſſary will n to be Cri- 
minal. 

If it Humours and Sullerneſs, and not open and Aten 
Heat, is his Diſeaſe, there is a way of treating that too, 


ſo as to make it a Grievance to be endur d. In order to | 


it, ſhe is firſt to know, that naturally good Senſe has a 


mixture of Szrly in it; and there being ſo much Folly in | 


the World, and for the moſt part ſo Triumphant, it gives 
frequent Temptations to raiſe the Spleen of Men who 
think Right. Therefore that which may generally be 
call'd 111 Humour is not always a Fault; It becomes one, 
when either it is wrong apply'd, or is continu'd too long 
when it is not ſo, For this Reaſon the Wife muſt not 
too haſtily fix an ill Name upon that which may perhaps 


not deſerve it; and tho' the Caſe ſhould be, that the Huſ- 


band might too ſourly reſent any thing he diſlikes, it may 
ſo happen that mere Blame may belong to her Miſtake 
than to his 1 Humour. If a Husband behaves. himſelf 


ſometimes with an Indifference, that a Wife may think 


Offenſive, ſhe is in the wrong to put the worſt Senſe up- 
on it, if by any means it will admit a better. Some 


Wives will call it 14 Humour, it their Husbands change 
their Style from that which they us d while they made 


their firſt Addreſſes to them. Others will allow no Inter- 
miſſion or Abatement in the Expreſſions of Kindneſs to 
them, not enough diſtinguiſhing times, and forgetting 
that tis impoſſible for Men to keep themſelves up all their 


Lives to the height of ſome extravagant Moments. A 


Man may at ſome times be Je$ careful in little things, 
without any cold or diſobliging Reaſon for it, as a Wife 
may be too expecting in ſmaller Matters without drawing 
upon herſelf the Inference of being Uzkind.. And if the 
Husband ſhould be really Sullen, and have ſuch frequent 
Fits as might take way the Excuſe of it, it concerns her 
to have an Eye prepar d to ee the firſt ee 
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& Cloudy Weather, and to watch when the Fit goes off, 


which ſeldom laſts long if it is let alone. But while the 
Mind is ſore, every thing galls it, and that makes it ne- 
ceſſiry to let the black Humour begin to ſpend: it ſelf, be- 
fore ſhe comes in and ventures to undertake it. 

If, in the Lottery of the World, a Lady ſhould draw 2 
Covetous Husband, I confeſs it will not make her proud 
of her good Luck; yet even ſuch a one may be endur'd 
too, tho there are few Paſſions more untractable than 
that of Avarice. She muſt firſt take Care that her Defi- 
nition of Avarice may not be a Miſtake. She is to Exa- 


mine every Circumſtance of her Husband 's Fortune, and 
— weigh the Reaſon of every thing ſhe expects from him, 


before ſhe has Right to pronounce that Sentence. The 
Complaint is now ſo general againſt all Hwusbands, that it 
gives great Suſpicion” of its being often ill grounded. It 
is impoſſible they ſhould all deſerve that Cenſure, and 
therefore it is certain that tis many times miſ-apply'd. 
He that ſpares in every thing is an inexcuſable Niggard, he 
that /pares in nothing is an inexcuſable Mad- Man. The 
Man is to | ſpare in what is leaſt neceſſary, to lay out 


more Liberally in what is moſt requir d in our ſeveral Cir- 


cumſtances. Vet this will not always ſatisfie. There are 
Mives who are impatient of the Rules of Oeconomy, and 
are apt to call their Husband 's Kindneſs in queſtion, if 
any other Meaſure is put to their Expence than thaf of 
their own Fancies. Let the Ladies be ſure to avoid this 
dangerous Error, ſuch a Partiality to themſelves vvhich is 
ſo offenſive to an Underſtanding Man, that he will very 
ill bear a Wife's giving herſelſ ſuch an Injurious Preferen 

to all the Family, and whatever belongs to it. 

But to admit the worſt, that the Husband is really a 
Cloſe-handed Wretch, the Wife muſt in this, as in other 
Caſes, endeavour to make it leſs Afflicting to herſelf, and 
muſt firſt obſerve ſeaſonable Hours of Speaking, when: 
the offers any thing in Oppoſition + to this Reigniag Hu- 
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mour 3 a Third Hand and 2 Wiſe Friend may often prevail 
more than ſhe will be allow'd to do in her own Cauſe, 
Sometimes ſhe is dexterouſly to go along with him in 
| things where ſhe ſees that the niggardly part of his Mind 

is moſt predominant, by which ſhe will have the better 

Opportunity of perſwading him in things whet# he may 
be more indifferent. Our Paſſions are very unequal, and 
areapt to be rais'd or ſunk according as they work: upon 
different Objects. They are not whe ſtopt or reſtrain d in 
thoſe things where our Mind is more particularly. engag d. 
In other matters they are more tractable, and will ſome- 
times give Reaſon a Hearing, and admit a fair Diſpute. 
More than that, there are few Men even in this Inſtance 
of Avarice ſo entirely abandon d to it, that at ſome Hours 
and upon ſome Occaſions will not forget their Natures, 
and for that time turn Prodigal. ' The ſame Man who 
will grmuge himſelf what is neceſſary, let his Pride be 
rais d and he ſhall be Frofiſe; at another time his Anger 
ſhall have the ſame effect, a Fit of Paniry, Ambition, and 
ſometimes of Kindneſs, ſhall open and inlarge his Narrow 
Mind. A Doſe of Wine will work upon his 2092 Hu- 
mour, and for the time diflolve it. The 7ife's Buſineſs 
muſt be, if this Caſe happens, to watch theſe Critical 
Moments, and not let one of them flip without making 
her Advantage of it; and ſhe may be ſaid to want Skil, 
if by theſe means ſhe is not able to ſecure herſelf in a 


good Meaſure againſt the Inconveniences this ſcurvy Qua- 


lity in her Husband might bring upon ber, e. he 
ſhould be ſuch an incurable Monſter, as it is — 
cvill never fall to a good Woman's ſhare. 0 
The laſt Suppoſirion I will make is, if the Huabani 
ſhould be Mat, and Incumperent to make uſe of the Pri- 
vileges that belong to him. It will be yielded that ſuch 
a one leaves room for a great many Objections. But 
God Almighty ſeldom ſends a Grievance without a Remedy, 
or at leaſt ſuch a Mitigation as takes away a . 


rune leſs heavy, the fe is firſt to bring to her Obſerva- 


tion, that ſhe very often makes a better Figure, for her 


Husband's making no great one; and there ſeems to be 
little Reaſon why the fame Lady that chuſes a Whitmg-' 
woman with worſe Looks, may not be content with a Huf- 
band with lefs Vn; the Argument being equal, from the 


Advantage of the Compariſon. - If the will be more a- 


ſham'd in ſome Caſes of ſuch a Husbaud, ſhe will be lels- 
afraid than ſhe would perhaps of a wife one; His unſea- 


fonable Weakneſs may no doubt ſometimes grieve her, but 


then ſet againſt this, that it gives her the Dominion if 
ſhe will make the right uſe of it. It is next to his being 
Dead, in which Caſe the Wife has right to Adminiſter 3 
therefore let her be ſure, it ſhe has ſuch an 7dive, that none 
except herſelf may have the benefit of the Forfeiture. 
Such a Fool is a dangerous Beaſt, if others have the keep-- 
ing ot him, and ſhe muſt be very undexterous, if when 
her Husband ſhall reſolve to be an As, ſhe does not take 
Care he may be her Ai. But ſhe muſt go skilfully about 
it, and aboye all things rake heed of diftinguifhing in 
Publick what a kind of Hausband he is. Her inward: 
Thoughts muſt not hinder the outward Payment of the 
Conſideration that is due to him. Her ſlighting him in 
Company, beſides that it would to a diſcerning By- ſtander 
give too great Encouragement for the making nearer Ap- 
plications to her, is in it ſelf ſuch an indecent way of a&- 
fuming, that it may proyoke the fame Creature to break 
looſe and to ſhew his Dominion for his Credit, which he 
was content to forget for his Eaſe, In ſhort,the ſureſf and 
moſt approv'd Method will be to do like a wiſe Miniſter to 
an eaſie Prince, firſt give him the Orders you afterwards- 


receive from him. With all this, that which a Wife is to 


pray for, is, 3 wiſe Husband, one that by knawing how 
to be a Maffer, for that very reaſon will not let her feel 
the Weight of it: One whoſe Authority is fo . 
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his Kindneſs, that it gives her Eaſe without abridging her 
Liberty: One that will return ſo much Tenderneſs for her 
uſt Eſteem ot him, that ſhe will never want Power, tho' 
ſhe will ſeldom care to uſe it. Such a Hasbarnd is as much 
above all the other Kinds of them, as a Rational Subjection 
to a Prince is to be preferr'd before the Diſquiet and Un- 
neſs of unlimited Liberty. And ſuch a gentle and rea- 
onable Dominion in the Husband, is as much above the 
lordly and domineering Superiority affected by ſome Men o- 
ver their Wives, as a juft and lawful Authority is preferable 
to an abſolute and arbitrary Tyranny. 955 | 
Before I leave this Head, I will add a Word or two 
more concerning the Mifes Behaviour to her Husband's 
Friends, which requires the moſt refin'd Part of her Un- 
derſtanding to acquit herſelf well of it. She is to ſtudy 
how to live with them, with more Care than ſhe is to 
apply to any other Part of her Life; eſpecially at firſt, that 
ſhe may not ſtumble at the firſt ſetting out. The Family 
into which ſhe is grafted will generally be apt to expect, 
that like a Stranger in a Foreign Country ſhe ſhould con- 
form to their Methods, and not bring in a new Model by 
her own Authority. The Friends in ſuch a Caſe are tempt- 
ed to riſe up in Arms as againſt an unlawful Invaſion, ſo te 
that he is with the utmoſt Caution to avoid the. leaſt Ap- 
pearances of any thing of this kind; and that ſhe may C 
with lels Difficulty afterwards give her Directions, let her be 
be ſure at firſt to receive them from her Husband's Friends. ſi 
Let her gain them to her by early applying to them, ar 
and they. will be ſo ſatisfy d, that, as nothing is. more = 
8 
pr 
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thankful than Pride when it is comply d with, they will 

ſtriye which of them ſhall moſt recommend her. And 

when they have helpt her to take Root in her Husband's 
Opinion,- ſhe will have leſs Dependance upon theirs, tho' 

ſhe mult nor negle& any reaſonable Means of preſerving it. for 
She is to conſider that a Man govern d by his Friends, is ter 
very eaſily caflam'd by them; and that one who is not $ de 
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will yet for his own Sake expect to have them confider'd. 
It is eaſily improv'd to a Point of Honour in a Husband, 
not to have his Relations neglected, and nothing is more 
dangerous than to raiſe an ' Objection which is grounded 
upon Pride; it is the moſt ſtubborn and laſting Paſſion 
we are ſubject to, and where it is the firſt Cauſe of the 
mr, it is very hard to make a ſecure Peace. Her Caution 
in this is of the laſt Importance to her. 

And that ſhe may the better ſucceed in it, let her carry 
a ſtrict Eye upon the Impertinence of her Servants; take 
heed that their ill Humour may not engage her to take Ex- 
ceptions, or their too much aſſuming in ſmall Matters 
raiſe Conſequences which may bring her under great Diſ- 
advantage. Remember that in the Caſe of a Royal — 
thoſe about her are generally ſo far ſuſpected to bri 
foreign Intereſt, that in moſt Countries they are i aby 
reduc d to a very ſmall Number, and thoſe of ſo low a 
Figure, that it does not admit the being Fealows of them. 
In little, and in the Proportion, this may be the Caſe of 
every New-marry'd Woman, and therefore it may be more 
adviſable for her to gain the Servants ſhe finds in a Fa- 
mily, than to tie ' herſelf too faſt to thoſe ſne carries in- 
to it. * 

A Prudent oma will not overlook theſe Refledions, 0 
cauſe they may appear ſmall and inconſiderable; for it may 
be ſaid that as the greateſt Streams are made up of the 
ſmall Drops at the head of the Springs from whence they 
are deriv'd, ſo the greateſt ons of her Life will 
be in ſome degree directed by theſe ſeeming Trifles, which 
having the _ of being the firſt Aas of it, have a 
greater effect than ſingly in N own Nature they could 
pretend to. 

Let all Wives, as much as ain will give them leave, 
forget the great Indulgence they have found at Home. Af- +» 
ter ſuch a gentle Diſcipline as they have been generally un- 
der from fond Parents, they will diſlike every * N 
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ſeeras to be harſher to them. The Tenderneſß of kind Pa- 
rents is of another Nature, and differing from that which 
they will meet with firſt in any Family into which they 
ſhall be tranſplanted ; and yet they may be very kind too, 
and afford no juſtifiable Reaſon for the Complaint. Vive: 
muſt not be frighted with the firſt Appearances of a differ- 
ing Scene, for when they are us d to it, they may like the 
Houſe they go to better than that they left, and their Zus- 
band's Friends will have fo much advantage of their Pa- 
rents, that the latter will yield up the Competition; and, 
as welt as they love her, every Father and Mother will be 
glad to ſurrender their Daughter to ſuch a Rival. 
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r "I HE Fir Conſideration we ſhould bars, in 
ELIE refleting on the Duties of Life, is to pa 
RJ Obedience to the Laws of God, » gle 
him, and to render our ſelves fo accepta- 
DO WR ble in his Sight as may ſecure us not only 
RED CS a Preſent but a Future Happineſs. | 
| A ho he bel a, bar, hve unf aan, hve bee 
termix'd with ſuch as have been purely evil, and related 
, ee EA Tn RE 
Eternal one; for whatever tends to Virtue tends allo co 

Salvation. 

The Principal Ce af the Abe belng-to-Rineate her 
Children well, let us in the firſt place obſerve, that when 
they are enjoyn d zo bring them up in the Nurture and A- 
monition of the Lord, tis according to the Letter, to bring 
them up in the Chriſtian Religion, to teach them theis Pu- 
7y, what they are to Bekeve and. Pradiſe; to Inſtruct them 
in the Knowledge of God and Feſus Chrift, to ſhew them 
in what Condition they are by Nature, and to what they 
are advanced by Grace. This is the greateſt Teſtimony of 
Love that Parents can ſhew their Children, the greateſt 
Kindneſs they can do them, the grenteſt Bleſſing and the 
beſt I: hevitance they can beſtow upon them. Without 
this it is a Aale thing to Gy, that neither. gh, _ 
Honours, nor any thing beſides can mate then dhe, . 
aba this they e 
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Would you, Parents, have your Children Honour you, 


and behave themſelves Ovediently, and as becomes them in : 


all Reſpects? Bring them up then in the Fear and Nur- 


ture of the Lord; teach them the Chriſtian Law, let them 


read and be converſant in the Holy Scriptures, they will 
there ſee their Duty, they will there find ſuch Leſſons of 
Inftructien, ſuch great Encouragements and Promiſes of 
vaſt Rewards, as will ſecure their Honour and Reſpect, their 
Service and Obedience to their Parents. By Nurture and Ad- 
monirion of the Lord, may alſo be underſtood ſuch a Reli- 
gious Reproof and Caſtigation of Children as is agreeable 
to the Doctrine and good Spirit of Chrift the Lord. Would 
you who are Parents be Honour'd and Obey'd'by your Chil- 
dren ? take the Courſes which are propereſt for that Pur- 
poſe; do not think of bringing your Deligns'to paſs by 
being hard, moroſe, and always out of humour with them, 
by treating them inhumanly and cruelly, by diſcouraging 
them continually with Frowns and ill Looks; with Taunt- 
ings and Upbraidings, with Threats and Chaſtiſements: They 
will not need ſo great Severities, ſuch ſſaviſi Uſage, ſuch 
daily Menaces of Diſinheriting and caſting off, and ſuch like 
rugged and illiberal Treatment as is ſometimes ſhewn them. 
Theſe things do often but inflame them, and exaſperate 
them to greater Contumacy, extinguiſh by degrees their 
natural Piery and Affeckions, make them avoid your ſight, 
fly from you as from Miſchief, to dread you like an Exe- 


cutioner, ſhake off the Yoke as ſoon as poſſibly they can, 


| and if_ not hate yet never loye you more. They will be 
won with better Arguments than theſe, you may ſecure 


their Honour and Obedience better by more natural and gen - 


tle Methods. Give them ſuch good Inſtructions as you 
find in ſacred Writ; remember them of God's Com- 
mands to Honour and Obey their Parents; admoniſh them from 
thence, with the Spirit of Meekneſs, to take good heed. to. 
their Ways, how they Tranſgreſs the Laws of God by diſ- 
obeying their Parems Commands when juſt and reaſona- 
— 9 | | Ps 
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ble, and how they ſhall one Day be put to anſwer for the 
neglectful or contemptuous Breach of them. e 


Lay but at firſt this good Religious Fondation in their 


Minds, and you may build upon it for ever after; it will 
hold when all Things elſe fail, and it will forward all Con- 
ſiderations beſides; it will give ſtrength to every Argument, 
it will be the readieſt way to convince young People, you 


deſign their Good in all Injunctions and Commands; they 


will ſee that their Parents urge no more than God enjoins, 


and have no other Intereſt to purſue than their Happineſs. 


The Reception of any Argument, the Power that either 
Advice or Command ſhall obtain, depends in a great mea- 
ſure upon the Way and Manner of propounding it. If 
you have once convinc'd the Party that you defign his Be- 
nefit, you have already gain'd a — Attention, and 
every thing you ſay ſhall be conſider d; but if you give 
him Cauſe to ſuſpect your Kindneſs, he will neglect or 
coldly entertain all you ſhall offer: When Young ones are 
convinced of the true Love and Kindneſs of their Parents, 

(and it is very eaſe to convince them by gentle Uſage) they 
will bear with Decency and Patience a great many hard un- 
eaſie Things; Reproof, and Admonition, and Puniſhments 
will find Submiſion and Obedience, when they come to 
think it is in Order to their Good, or at leaſt deſign'd for 
that purpoſe. It is not to be thought that any Manner of 
Reſtraint ſhould be for the preſent eaſie, or well taken; a 
Parent is not to look for this, nor to have any great Re- 
gard to it; but he is ſo to order his Chaſtiſements, that up- 
on Conſideration and Reflection the Children may find that 
all was well intended towards them; that all their Aumo- 
nitions and Reproofs, Reſtraints and Puniſuments were natu- 
ral and moderate, ſuch as were proper for their Age, Con- 
dition, and Offence; ſuch as were likely to effect Amend-. 
ment, and prevent or cure an Evil; ſuch as other Parents, 
wiſe and tender, might make uſe of on the like Occa- 
ſions, ſuch as Religion wou'd adviſe and juſtifie. Such 
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Nia tate and Alomnition, ſuch Iuſtrucliom; Reprief and Cr. 
ſtiſement as this, 'wou'd look as if it came from the Lord, 
who never grieves us'willingly or for his Pleaſiure, but for 
nn for ow eee anf cr . Good, and 
G this wou'd ſecure the Honvur and Reſpecł, the one 
vice and Obedience of Children to Parents. 

The Number of Cruel and Unnatural Parents are ſo 
ſmall, that tew Children ſuffer at their Hands; and there- 
fore it will not be reaſonable that many ſhould apply what 
has been ſaid too cloſely to thermſelves, or think it their 
ovyn Caſe, whether Parent, of Chillen. The latter are 
not to think the Parenm Cruel or Unnatural becauſè they 
have been conſtantly reproved for their Evil Words or Pra- 
dice, and ſtrictly reſtrain d from doing any thing hurtful 

to themſelves or others, or ſharply. puniſſid for having 
2 it: For theſe are all of them Duties in Parents, and 


cannot therefore be their Fam. Beſides, it may very well 


happen, that Parents may be angry ſboner and retain it 
longer with great Reaſon. and Jake; when the Children 
think otherwiſe, becauſe they under ſtand Things better, 
ſee the Natural Tendency of many of their Actions and 
Humours, and the Conſequences they may draw after 
them, and the Hazavds and ſinful Courſes they may engage 

them in. Beſides a World of things which noranre, 
Thonghtleſefs and Inexperients keep the Children from 


conſidering, they are too much concern d in their own be · 


half, to paſs a are Impartial Judgment on the Severities 
they undergo; tov apt to juſtiſie their own Conduct, and 
to conclude themſelves, if not entirely Imotent, yet not 
deſerving ſuch Reproof or Paniſhment: And after all that 
can be aid; it were much better for the World and more 
reaſonable, all things conſidered, that more Children ſhou'd 
ſaffer from the Rjgozrs of their Parents, than do, or ever 
will do, than that Parents, out of fear of offending on 
this Side, ſhou'd be reſtrain'd from uſing ſuch Severirres, as 


mw who know their Childrews Humours and „ 
beſt, 
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beft, ſhall-think convenient; or that Children fhbuld dif 
pute, conteſt, and quarrel their Right, or ſhould cvith- 
draw themſelves from their Obeuience upon any fuch Pre- 
rence. Of the two Bvils, this beyond Compariſon would 
be the greater; and howevet hard and heavy the Dominion 
of ſome Parents may be, I know no Remedy or Way to 
eaſe the Children white they continue under them, but a 
ſubmiſſive, meek and dutiful Deportment towards them. 
Patience and quiet ui ing what is laid upon them, will 
ſooneſt bring the Parents to Confidetation and Reaſon, and 
mollifie their Fury, and ſometimes their Hearts; when 4 
perverſe and contumacious Ofhncy will but exafperite' to 
greater Auger and Severity. And Time at length will ei- 
— vanquiſh their Auſterity, or ſet the Children at their 


Enough has been ſaid of the Daty of Children towards 
their Parents, and ſomething has been obſerv'd of whar is 
owing. from Pareyts to their Chiluren, which will admit of 
further Refleion. To determine in any Manner of Exact- 
neſs, or to any Uſe and Purpoſe, the Proportion of Provi- 
ſion Pareurs are to make fot: Childyen, it will be neceffary 
to have Conſideration and Reſpect to their Age, Condition 
and Capacity. Reſpect muſt needs be had to their Ae, be- 
cauſe there is a Time when Chilaren are fo helpleſs, that all 
they want and can enjoy, muſt be provided for them, and 
it can lie on n Body ſo well as Parents to do it. In this 
Caſe Troviſam includes” every thing that" Children ſtand in 
need of; this Nasure teaches; and as they grow up itt 
Years, their Quality and Condition, their Capacity and Abi. 
lties, both of Body and Mind, are to come into Conſide- 
ration, and they muſt be more and more inur d to Labour, 
Diligence, and Indiry. Ix is not to be thought, that Pa. 
rents are oblig d only to provide for their Children, Money, 
Lands and Horſes, and then have done their Duty; they 
muſt alſo provide them with Abilities of Fog arc 


tend 
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tend to beſtow upon them; they muſt, accuſtom them, 
while young, to Application. and Attention to Buſineſs; 
theſe things are neceſſary both to Poor and Rich, and with- 
out them the Poor will never be Rich, and the Rich will be 
quickly Poor: It is certain, that the Poor can never diſ- 
charge the Duty of Parents well to their Children, without 


inuring them to Labour and Hardſhip; that is the Proviſi- 


on they are only capable of making for them, and that 
they are oblig d to make. God gives their Children Health 
and Strength, and they muſt ſee them well employ d and 
us d; that is the Portion God enables them to give them, 
and the ſooner they begin with them, and the cloſer they 
purſue them to Labour, Diligence and Induſtry, the kind- 
er they will be to them, the better they will provide for 
them. is certain, that the pooreſt in the World are o- 
Llig'd to provide for their Children; according to the beſt of 
their Abilities, and as certain, that they can provide tor 
them no other wiſe, than by eng: m to ne 
It looks at firſt, like doing then no Harms to ſet thim 
continue Lazy, Ile, and doing nothing; and many Poor 
People are extremely guilty of this way of Education, i- 
magining it is a Piece of Kindneſs to their Children, to let 
them rather beg their Bread than put them to Labour for it; 
a Miſtake not only Miſchievous to the Commonwealth, but 
of moſt pernicious Conſequence to their Children. the: un- 
kindeſt thing they can do to them; for tho it pleaſes 
them for the preſent, yet it entails on them perpetual Miſe- 
Y. and very often untimely Death, by engaging them in 
wicked Courſes, the ſure and ready Road to Ruin. Where 


_ as the bringing them up to Labour, and continual Buſi- 


neſs of ſome kind or other, keeps them at leaſt in a mean 
Suſtinency, if not in Plenty, and puts them in a Capacity of 
emerging out of their Difficulties, and bettering their Con- 
dition Poor People do really offend God, as well as injure 


their Children, by keeping them idle, by not inuring 11. 
mo 
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moſt conſtantly to ſuch Labours as God enables them to 
bear. We know he ties them to do what they can for 


their Children, and they are capable of doing nothing but 


this for them, Wheretore Gad has ty d them to this; and 
if they will not do this for their Children, St. Paul will 
tell them, they deny the Faith, and are worſe than Infidelt. 

As for the Richer and Better ſort of People, their Quality 
and Condition are alſo to be conſider d in determining what 
Kind of Proviſion is to be made for their Children, Cuſtom and 
the Uſages of the Country make many things decent and ſſt, 


which otherwiſe wou d be indiſſerent: And Diſtinction of Con- | 
Aition and Quality is abſolutely n ry to the keeping up 


Quier and Order in the World. It is impoſſible for Mankind to 
live in Peace, without a due Subordination of one Condition 
to another; and tho theſe things conſider d in themſelves ap- 
pear neither Moral nor Religious, but Matters of Decency 
and Form, yet whoſo ſets himſelf to conſider Things tho- 
roughly, will find that theſe Things, in Conjunction one 
with another, are fo abſolutely neceſſary to the ſecuring 


| Order and Peace, that without them neither Religion nor 


Morality could live and flouriſh'in the World; and there- 
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what Rank of Virrue, S0 Honour, and Diſlindtion of 


ſion 


ttoubleſotne, and the Children reap. no manner of Advan- 
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laudably ; wherefore till Men find a betrer Rule to walk * 


in the Cubes, than Decency, Cuſtom and good Fame; they 
will not do either well or wiſely to neglect and overlook 
them; though one cannot aſſign them t . Com- 
mand of God, which they 0: nd againf in ſuch Neglect. 

Upon theſe Accounts it may be utterly impoſſible for 
any one elſe to preſcribe to a Parent a Ru of Proviſion 
for his Children, either as to Kind or to Quality; but it 
will not be difficult for himſelf to do it, taking theſe 
Things in Conſideration. Only let him not be unnd 


of thefe two Things. that he never Educare his Children a- 


bove the Proviſion he. deſigns to make for them, and that 
be inyre them to Labour, Diligence and: Induſtry, to 
Attention and Application as they are capable of — 5 
this is common to all Qualities and Conditions; this muſt 
g⁰ 0 along with all Children, the pooreſt are not too mean for 
theſe Qualities, nor the richeſt above them. | 
Euucation of i above the P roviſien intended to 
be made for them, will {ſJacken their Diligence and Indu- 
&ry, upon Preſumy ption there will not he ſo great Occa- 
Ok them. The Diſappointment Wil alſo be great and 


by it: It being much more gaſſe to bear with a mean 
t conſtantly, than to fall into it from a; plentiful 
and f 8 one, which is the Caſe. of People better edu- 
cate 
them pyhile Young, and. capable of undergoing. Labour 
and Tate Nip, is trüly a Diskindgeſs to them, Without an 
anſwerab Froviſion for them after wards. Becauſe, when- 


ever they are left to ſhift, far themſclues, they are no better 


than expoſed, naked ; as ĩt were and defencelels, unable to 
procure a Livelihood, and in much worſe Condition than 
their Inferiors. This is the Mis fortune frequently of being 
born of an Ancient and genteel Eazatly, or of Parents, pre- 
ſumed to be much B than they truly are. Their 


Name, N and Repurgcion,extail, upon. them 2//erpand. 


Want; 


han provided for. The ſoft and tender Ufage of 
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Want; they muſt be all bred, a5 if they were to inherit 
great Eſtates, when their Inherizance is to be nothing but 
J ans that does tem a4 vief. This is not deſign d a 


indeed, for fear the Parents ſhould be thought fo. Tis 
one of the unkindeſt things a Parent can do to breed his 
Children up in Delieacy and Softne/s, while they are Young 
and Strong, and then to leave them to themfelyes, to 
work their Fortune out of Weakneſs and Folly; tis ver 

ill for the richeſ Parents that are, to deal too tenderly wh 
their Children, let them leave them as well we for A 
they can; but tis great Cruelty in Parents gone to 

leave them little or nothing, to leave them Price *t La- 
z.ineſs, and an Incapacity both of Body and uind to do 
themſelves any Service; as if the Repraach and Blame that 
muſt unavoidably fall on theſe unkind Parents, were not 
more to be reſpected and fear d, than the Retwtarion of ha- 


ving a ſmall Eſlate, and being unable to leave them a con- 


ſiderabſe Fortune. This is apparently preferring their own 
kame to the true and lating Benefit of dürre in a 
* Point, whichisa very ill way of providing for them. 
And theſe People, of appearing Fabian and 2 5 
though to be pity'd more, are as much to be bland 
the poorer ſort, who will not inure their Children to 9 
_ and cloſe, Application, becauſe their Inability to pro- 
vide for them according to their Quality aud. Caudition, 
will nat excuſe them for . to da as they are able. 
The Effects of this unaduis way of Education are ſo re- 
mar kably bad, that tis a wonder Men ſhould need any 
Caution againſt it. The Male Children either fall into the 
meaneſt of Servitude, the Refuge of the idle and unin- 
ſtructed Part of Mankind, or betake themſelves in Deſpair 
to the Vars abroad, or to Robberies at home The Female 
fall too often into the Hands of wicked Temprers, thro 
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Kindneſs to the Children, 2 from Fride 
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and an utter Incapacity of maintaining their Condition; 
their Poverty making them unfit for their Egquali, and their 
ſoft expenſive Education making their Inferiors afraid to match 
with them; beſides the hazard of bringing the Spirit of a 
Joo Family along with them. 
" Theſe are ſome of the natural Miſchiefs of a Parent's 
educating his Children much above the Proviſion he is a- 
ble, or willing to make for them; ſufficient to diſcourage 
any one from doing it, conſidering how much eaſier tis to 
advance and riſe above our Hopes, than to fall from our 
Expectations; and how much kinder it is to leave our 
Children Satisfaction and Content, if not Surprize and 
Pleaſure, than Grief and Shame upon their Diſappointment. 
| There is alſo the oppoſite Extream which is not to be 
forgotten, and that is a mean and ſordid Education, when 
Parents deſign to leave or cannot help the leaving their 
Children a great Fortune. This Humour is not directly to 
be charg d as a Sin, but tis a fad Indecency, and piece of 
Indiſcretion; a thing that has often very ill Conſequences, 
and cannot eaſily have Good; for the young People either 
ſeeing good Reaſon to hope, or finding it certain, that they 
ſhall one Day ſucceed to a Fortune Superior to the Condi- 
tion they are educated in, do either begin to deſpiſe or to 
negle& their Buſineſs; they think themſelves above their 
Calling, or imagine they ſhall ſtand in little need of its 4/- 
ſtance, and upon either Account flacken their Care and 
Induſtry, withdraw their Minds from their proper Con- 
cerns, grow very quickly bad' Servants, and as ſoon as 
they come to Liberty and Eftare, fall into all Extravagance, 
and make a very ill Uſe of both. In a Word, a mean and 
ſordid Education with the Proſpect of a plentiful Condition 
to follow, will hardly eſcape one of theſe two Exrreams; 
either by Uſe they will contract a mean and fordid Spirit, 
and in the midſt of Plenty live ſo wretched and penurious 
a Life, that a mean Eſtate had been ſufficient and moſt 


Proper; ; or elſe there will too much Time be loſt in the 
| Way 


2 
** 


8 
t 
e 
{ 


„% ˙ wks wi 05. Vv. EH vi. ” 


The Mor RER. 97 


way they are in, they will ſhake off their Condition, be” 
take themſelves to looſe and profuſe Courſes, and be un- 
done by too great Plenty. 

A prudent Parent will therefore carefully avoid both chefs 
Extreams, and not educate his Chi Idren- much above or 
much below the Proviſon he deſigns to make for them; 
and that this may not ſeem to be out of the way, it is, 


if well conlider'd, the ſureſt Means of rendring the Provi- 
ſions they make moſt ſerviceable and uſeful to their Ehil-. 


dren; Children will be encourag d to proſecute their Buſi- 
neſs with Induſtry and Application, knowing their Parents 
will take Care to further, and help them according to their 
Beginnings; and yet that ſuch Help and Aſſiſtance of it 
ff will not ſuffice, without their own great Care and In- 


duſtry, which will alſo be a Spur on that fide, They muſt . 
not be wanting to themſelves no more than their Parents 
will be, and then their Affairs are like to ſucceed: For if 
they either perceiye their Parents unable to go thro? as they | 


begun, they are diſcourag d, griev'd and aſham'd, and up- 


on that grow deſperately Careleſs; or if able to do above 
what their preſent Condition requires, they then grow, as 
was before obſerv d, intolerably Negligent, weary of their 
Way, and longing after Liberty, which being unſeaſonably. 5 


obtain'd,. is commonly us d intemperately. 


Parents, in making Proviſion for their Children, ſhould ; 


firſt fit them with an Education ſuitable to it, keep. 2 Mean. 
without either over or under doing the Matter; for ſince 
they are oblig d in Duty to provide for them, they ought. 
in Reaſon and Prudence to take all the Care they can to 
render ſuch Proviſon ths moſt ſerviceable and uſeful to 
them. 


The other thing a Parent ſhould not be unmindful of, | 


is this, that whatever great Proviion he intends tg make. 


for his Children, he do by all Means inure them to Dili- | 


zence and Induſtry, to Application and Attention of Mind;. 


theſe Qualities may chance to make ſome amends for the 
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defect of Money or Eſtate, but no Proviſion will ſupply the 


defect of — Many immerge by theſe out of great Difficul- 


ties and Straits, and make their way to Plenty and Proſpe- 


rity; many more for want of theſe decline from Plenty to 
much Miſery. No Fortune is above them, nor can conti- 


nue well without them. There can be no better Reaſon 
afſign'd, why ſo many People of Faſhion are diftinguiſh'd, 
as much by their Vices, as their Birth and Quality, from 


their Inferiors, than that they are fo ſoftly educmed, and 
fall into the worſt of Hands, their own, ſo ſoon; there is 
2 great deal of Care, and Time, and Money oft. expended 
on them, but it does not ſucceed ſo well with them, be- 
cauſe they muſt not be preſt to any thing, they muſt take 
what they will, and never be conſtrain d to any thing Labo- 
rivus and Difficult; a cloſe Attention and Application would 


break their Spirizs quickly, and they would never love their 


Buſmeſs again: This is the Opinion of fond and ignorant 
People, and quickly agreed to by the young'ones, who are al. 
ways afraid of being overcharg'd as well as their Parents, 
and think their Hearts will break a great deal ſooner than 


_ they will. A Miſcarriage of this kind does ſeldom or ne- 
ver happen, if things are well enquir d into. The Mit- 


carriages are generally for want of this Atrention and. cloſe 
Application; theſe ſort of People will unavoidably have Li- 
berty enough betimes, and therefore may well bear with 
Reſtraint and Labour beforchand for a Seaſon. If they are 
not taught how to employ their Time in ſomething fit and 
worthy of them while they are Young, they will never 
know how to do it when they grow up, and are wholly 

Maſters of it; wherefore Parents who are only Careful 
to provide Eſtares tor their Children, do really forget haf 
of their Buſanels, which i is to fit their Children for their E- 


-Now ſince i it is neither bt or ent, or at leaſt not Cu- 
ſtomary to put theſe People of Qualiy to Trades or ſetled 
Cullings, it muſt needs be worſe with them, than their H- 
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feriors, if they have not ſomething equivalent to ſuch 


Enployments, to quicken their Induſtry and Diligence, to 


keep them buſy d and amus d, as profitably as they can, to 
inure them to the Labours of the Mind, and fit them for 
Services, that may in Time be proper for them There is 
no Body but is born and oblig d to ſerve his Country in ſome 
Capacity or other, and they who-are moſt at Liberty from 


their Naturul and Domeſtick Neceſſities, whoſe Bodies are 


not ty d to Labour, and earn the Suſtenance of a Family, are 
moſt oblig d to give their Service to their Country, becauſe 


they have moſt Leiſure and fewer Avotu tions; and this the 


moſt Profuſe and Negligent, the moſt Voluptuous, Idle 
and Unſerviceable Creatures of Quality that are, know 
not how to deny, They are always ready to own their O- 


bligation to ſerve their Country in Offices of Honour and 
Advantage; but then tis certain, that they ought to be fit 


and qualify d to diſcharge thoſe Duties to the Publicł, which 
they can never be, unleſs they are bred up, while mung, in 
a moſt diligent induftrious Purſuit of fuch Atainments as 
will qualthe * . Toa ſuch Services. ö | 

If Parents were as much oblig'd to ſeek their Childrens 


Miſchiet as they are to provide well for them, and were 


to ſtudy long for it, they could not find a more effectual 
Way of doing it, than by breeding them up in Ileneſs and 
Softnet, leaving them to themſelves, and to their natural 


Liſtleſsneſs; neither charging their Memory nor quickning 
their Invention, nor trying their Fudgment, nor putting 


them to any Strait or Difficulty; they wou'd without any 
further Trouble be undone; for under all theſe Prejudices 
the Soul will ſtill be active to Miſchief: The natural In- 
cinations will unqueſtionably ſway, for there is neither Rea- 
ſon nor Employments to hinder them, which are the only 
things we have to oppoſe to the Importunity of Tempta- 
tions. How can I do this Thing and Sin againſt” God, is an 
Argument of great Religion; but to be well employ'd 
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aud full of honeſt Buſineſs, is much a greater Securiy, in 
as much as tis better to be deaf, than parly with the De- 
zil, when he is laying Snares and trying to corrupt us 
By doing nothing you ſhall quickly learn to do Evil. It is 
the Szair below it, and you cannot miſs of ſtepping on it; 
the Senſes are awake to every thing that calls, ready to en- 
tertain all evil Motions and Suggeſtions, to comply with 
all Deſires, and in a Word, to fall into all the Snares that 
are laid for them. „ . 
Now tho' theſe Matters do not look, at firſt Sight, as 
If they any ways belong'd to making due Proviſion for 
Children, yet Experience will quickly ſhew, that all Pro- 
viſion elſe without this Care, will either be to none or to 
little purpoſe. A great Fortune will only prove a great 
Temptation to Folly and Extravagance, unleſs the Mind be 
fitted to it, and prepared to uſe it well and wiſely, it wil 
only ſerve to expoſe them to the greateſt Scorn and Con- 
tempt, and ſhew their Weakneſs more Conſpicuouſly; 
thus the Kindneſs Parents are ſo forward to expreſs in a. 
maſſing great Eſtates for their Children, will not be ſo tru- 
ly beneficial to them as they deſign it, unleſs they alſo take 
more Care about their Education, by inuring them to Dili. 
gence and Induſtry, by accuſtoming them to cloſe Applica- 
tion and Attention to whatever they are about, though 
mean and inconſiderable; for by theſe Means they will con- 
tract good Habits, and be fitted for Buſineſs of greater Mo- 
ment, when it comes upon them. That certainly muſt 
be the beſt Proviſion for Children which will ſtand them 
in the beſt ſtead in all Conditions, which will help them to 
raiſe themſelves from Meanneſi to Sufficiency or Plenty, to 
prevent a Fall, or to bear it well and to recover it again; 
this is the Benefit of a good Educacion, the being accu- 
ſtom'd to Pains and Labour, both of Body and Mind, while 
Young, pliable and ſuſceptible of Impreſſions; wherefore 
this ſhould be provided for in the firſt Place, this is 25 
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the Bottom and Foundation, upon this we may build what- 
ever good we will, for twill bear it and withoue1 it al the 
reſt will fall to nothing. 

Tho' the preceding Reflections ſeem to be addreſt more 

ticularly to the Father, yet the Mother is all along as 
well underſtood; and where the Education of the Chil- 
dren falls to her Charge, the fame is her Duty; the ſame 
is to be her Care, not only in the educating but i in che 
whole Conduct of a Parent towards 2 Child. 5 

Some Parents carry themſelves towards their Children, 
as if they thought themſelves under no Obligation to ob- 
ſerve any” Meaſures with them, and might uſe them as 
they pleas d; they ſeem not to have any Regard to the 
Command of God, Fathers provoke not your Children to 
Wrath; they arbitrarily give them all manner of Provoca- 


| tions, and do not conſider that they are by that Text 


enjoin d to be pitiful and gentle, complying with all the 
Infirmities of the Children, and in their ſeveral Age: pro- 
portioning to them ſeveral Uſages according to their Needs 
and Capacities, You, who are Parents of Children, mind 
above all things to Seaſon their Junger Years with pru- 
dent and pious Principles, make them in Love with Virtue, 
and habitually. ſo before they come to chuſe and diſcern 
Good from Evil, that their Choice may be with leſs Diffi- 
culty and Danger: Provide for them wiſe, learned and 
virtuous Tators, good Company and Diſcipline; for tis a 
great Folly to heap up much Wealth for Children, and not 
_ take Care that they are 8 to make a good Uſe 

of ir 
Parents muſt give good Example , and obſerve a Reve- 
rent Depor:ment before their Children, with all thoſe In- 
ſtances of Charity which uſually endear each other, Sweez- 
neſs of Converſation, Affability, frequent Admonition; all 
ſignifications of Love and Tenderneſs, Care and Watchfnl- 
eſs, muſt be expreſs'd towards them, that they may look 
1 their Parents as their Friends and Patrons, their Defence 
Py.» and 
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them, which St. Paul calls a laying up for their Children, 


The enabling them by competent Portions, or good Trades, 


Temptation, to beggarly or unworthy Arts: And tho' this 


vantages; ever remembering; that they can do no Injury 


102 The MoTHER. 
and Sanctuary, their Treaſure and their Guide. And by the 


way, I muſt obſerve that much of this tender Care and 


natural Affection is loſt by Mothers neglecting to nurſe their 
Children themſelves. Nothing can excuſe their not doing 
it, but a Diſability, Sickneſs, Danger, or publick Neceſſi- 
ty. No Quality can be pleaded in Bar of this Duty, which 


Nature obliges every Mother to diſcharge. 


Something has already been ſaid of the Education of 
Children, and of the Proviſion Parents ſhould make for 


Arts, or Learning, to ſuſtain themielyes decently. in their 
Paſſage thro' this World, that they may not be expos'd to 


muſt be done without Covetouſueſs, without inpatient 
and greedy Deſires of making them Rich, yet it muſt be 
done with much Care and great Affection, with all reaſo- 
nable Proviſion, according to our Power; and if we can, 
without Sin, we ſnou'd improve our Eſtates for them, that 
allo is part of the Duty we owe to God. This Rule is to 
extend to all that deſcend from us, tho we have been o- 
vertaken in a fault, and have anlamful Iſſue. They allo 
become part of our Care, yet ſo as not to 8 REY 
duction of the lawful Bed. 
Parents muſt, according to their n Reajan, pro- 

vide Husbauds or Wives for their Children; in which x 
mult ſecure Piety and Religion, and the Affection and Love 
of the intereſted Perſons. After theſe, let them make 
what Proviſion they can for other Conveniences and Ad- 


more afflictive to the Children, than to join them with 
Cords of a diſagreeing Affection. It is like tying a Wolf 
and a Lamb, or planting the Vine in a Garden of Colewort-. 
Let them be perſwaded with reaſonable. Inducements to 
make them willing, and to chuſe according to the Parents 
wiſh, but at no hand let them be forced: For as —_— 
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ed and Pious Prelate ſays on this occaſion, Berter to {it up 
all Night, than to go to Bed to a Dragon, The Duty of Fa- 
rents to their Children, as to their providing for their Nou- 
riſament, begins from the very Birth, and continues till 
the Child be able to perform it of himſelf. Tis a Le 
ſon taught by Naturo. Even the Savage Beaſts have a great 
Care and Tenderneſs in nouriſhing their Voung, and there- 
fore may ſerve to Repioach and Condemn all Parents 
who ſhall be ſo unnatural as to negle& this. And 
much more do they deſerve Reproach, who take no 
care of their Childrens Souls. The Devil will be di- 
gent enough to inſtill into them all Wickedneſs and Vice, 
even from their Cradles; and there being in all our Natures 
ſo much greater aptneſs to Evil than to Good, there's need 
of great Watchfulueſs to prevent thoſe Endeavours of that 
Enemy of Souls, which can no way be done, but by poſ- 
ſeſling them at-frſt with, good things, breeding in them 
a Love to Virtue, and a Hatred of Vice, that fo when the 
Nemptations come, they may be arm'd againſt them; this 
ſurely is above all things the Duty of Parents to look at- 
ter, and the neglect of it is a horrible Cruelty. We juſt- 
ly look upon thoſe Parents as moſt unnatural Wretches, that 
take away the Life of their Child. But alas! that is Mey- 
ey and Tenderneſi, compar d to this of neglecting his Edu- 
cation; for by that they ruin his Soul, and make him mi- 
ſerable eternally. God knows there are Multitudes of ſuch 
cruel Parents, that thus give up their Children to be poſ- 
ſeſs d by the Devil, for want of an early acquainting them 


with the ways of God. How few indeed are there who do 


conſcionably perform this Duty? That is but too appa- 
rent, from the ſtrange Rudeneſs and Ignorance that is ge- 
nerally among Touti; the Children of thoſe who call them- 


ſelves Chriſtians being frequently as ignorant of God and 
Chriſt, as the meereſt Heathens. But whoſoever they are 
that thus neglect this great Duty, let them know, that 
tis not only a fearful Miſery they bring upon their poor 
Children, but alſo a terrible Guilt upon themſelves. For 
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as God ſays to the careleſs Watehman, that if any y Soul fe. 
rſh by his Negligence, that Soul: ſhall be Aw at hi; 
Hands: So ſurely will it fare with all Parents, who have 
this Office of Hatchmen intruſted to them by God over 
their own Children. To make the Seed of Virtue thrive 
and flouriſh in our Children, to make them take Root 
downward, and bear Fruit upward, there are requir'd En- 
couragement and Correction: We ſhou'd endeavour to make 
Children in Love with their Duty, by offering them Re- 
7 _— and when they do well, we ſhould encourage them 
to go on. It is an ill courſe ſome Parents take, who 
think they muſt never appear to their Children, but with a 
Face of Sourneſs and Auſterity. To be: harſh and unkind 
to them when they do well, as if they do ill, is the ſure 
way to provoke them to Wrath, and then St. Paul tells us 
what will be the Iſſue of it: They will be diſcourag'd, 
they will have no Heart to go on in any good Courſe, 
when the Parent affords them no Countenance. But when 
Encouragement will do no good, Correction becomes Seaſo- 
nable; when all fair Means and Perſwaſions prevail not, 
there is then a neceſſity of uſing ſharper; and let that be 
firſt try'd in Words, I inean, not by railing and foul Lan- 
guage, but in ſober, yet ſharp Reproof. A0 if that fail 
100, then proceed to Blows. Tis a cruel Fondneſs to ſpare 
a few Stripes, and venture thoſe {ad Miſchiefs which com- 
monly. befall the Child that is left to himſelf. Correction 
muſt be given in ſuch a manner as may be likely to do 
good; it muſt be timely, the Child muſt not be ſuffered to 
run on in any Ill, till it has got a Habit and a Stubbornneſ, 
too. This is a great Error in many Parents: They will 
let their Children alone for ſeveral Years to do what they 
lik, permit them to lye, to ſteal, without ever ſo much as 
rebuking them; on the contrary, they will too often pleaſe 
themſelves to ſee the witty Thefts of the Child, and Fink 
it matters not what they do while they are little; but a- 
las! all that while the Vice gets Not, and that many times 


9 deep a one, that all — can do afterwards, - whether by 
Words 


rds or Bloms, can never wer! it up. hits 
moderate, as well as timely; it muſt not exceed the Qua- 
lity of che Fault, nor the Tenderneſs of the Child: Nei- 
ther muſt it be given in a Rage; if it is, it will not only 
be in danger of being immoderate, but will loſe its Ef- 
fects upon the Child, 'who will think he is corrected, not 
becauſe he has done a Fault, but becauſe his Parent is An- 
gry, and ſo will rather blame the Parent than himſeif; 
whereas on the contrary, care ſnould be taken to make the 
Child as ſenſible of the Fault as of the Smart, without 
which he will never be thoroughly amendet. 

After Children are grown up, and are paſt the Age of 
Education,” there are yet other Offices for the Parent to 
perform to them; the Parent is ſtill to watch over them 
in reſpe&t of their S:#/s, to obſerve how they practiſe 
thoſe Precepts which: were given them in their Education, 
and accordingly to Exhort, — or Reprove, as he 
finds occaſion. 

So alſo for their award Eſtate, Parents: -are toput hom 
into ſome Courſe of living in the World. If God has 
bleſs d them with Mralth, according to what they have 
they muſt diſtribute to their Children, remembring, that 
ſince they were the Inſtruments of bringing them into the 
World, they are, according to their Ability, to provide for 
their comfortable living in it. Unnatural are thoſe Parents, 
who, ſo they may have enough to ſpend in their own Ri- 
ot and Exceſs, care not what becomes of their Children, 
never thinking of providing for them till themſelves be 
dead; heap up perhaps great matters for them againſt that 
time, but in the mean while afford them not ſuch a Com- 
petency, as may enable them to live in the World. There 
are ſeveral Miſchiefs come from this. It leſſens the Child's 
Affection to his Parent, which ſometimes proceeds ſo far, 
as to make him wiſh his Death: A Fault however, which 
no Temptation can excuſe in a Child; yet tis alſo a great 


fault in the Parent to give that FANG. It puts the 
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Child upon Shifts and Tricks, many times diſhoneſt Ones, 
to ſupply his Negeſſities: This is doubtleſs a common Et- 
fect of it. The Hardneſs of Parents has often put Men 
upon unlawful Courſes, which when they are once ac- 
quainted with, they perhaps never leave, tho' the firſt Oc- 
cation ceaſes: Wherefore Parents ought to beware how 
they run them upon theſe hazards. - Beſides, the Parent 
loſes that Contentment which he might have in ſeeing his 
Children live proſperouſly and comfortably, which none 
but an errant Earti. worm wou d exchange, for the vain i- 
maginary Pleaſure of having Money in his Ch. There is 
yet another thing to be heeded by Parents, in providing for 
their Children, which is, that they get honeſtly vrhat they 
make their Portion; elle tis very far from being a Provi- 
fron. There is ſuch a Curſe goes along with an ill-gotten 
Eftate, that he who leaves ſuch a one to his Child, does 
but cheat and deceive him; makes him believe he has left 
him Wealth, but has withal put ſuch a Canker in the Bow- 
els of it, as is fure to eat it out. This is fo common an 
Obſervation, that one need fay nothing to confirm the 
Truth of it. Wou'd God it were as generally laid to Heart, 
as it ſeems to be generally taken notice of; Parents wou d 
then ſurely not account it a reaſonable Motive to unjuſt 
dealing, that they may thereby provide for their Childven, 
This is not a way of providing for them; tis the way to 
foil them of whatever they have lawtully- gather d for 
them: The leaſt Mite of unlawful Gain being of the Na- 
ture of Leaven, which ſours the whole Lump, bringing 
down Curſes upon all a Man poſſeſſes. Let all Parents then 
ſatisſie themſelves with ſuch Proviſions for their Children, 
as God ſhall enable them honeſtly to make, aſſuring them- 
ſelves, how little ſoever it be, tis a better Portion than the 
greateſt Wealth unjuſtly gotten. They muſt not let the 
Care of providing Fortunes for their Children, make them 
Negligent in the Care of their Souls Concerns; always 
minding, that a good Exampleteaches better than Frecept, eſpe- 
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cially where the Perſon is one to whom we boar a Reverence, 
or with whom we have a continual Converſation, both which 
uſually meet in a Parent. It is therefore a moſt neceſſary 
Care in all Parents, to behave themſelves fo before their 
Children, that their Pattern may be a Means of winning 
them to Virtue. But alas! this Age affords little of this 
Care; it is ſo far from it, that there are none more fre- 
quently the Inſtruments ot corrupting Children, than their 
own Parents; and indeed how can it be otherwiſe? while 
Men give themſelves liberty to all Wickedneſs,- tis not to 
be hop d, but that the Children which obierve it, vill imi- 


tate it. The Chill that ſees his Father drunk, will farely 


think he may be fo too as well as his Father: So he who 


hears him Swear, will do the like; and tis the dame in 


other Ves. If any Parent that is thus wicked himſelf, 
ſhould happen to have much more Care of his Child's Soul 
than his own, as to forbid him the Things which himfelf 
practiſes, or correct him for the doing them; tts certain, 
the Child will account this a great Injuſtice in his Father, 
to puniſh him for that which himſelf freely does, and fo 
he is never likely to be wrought upon by it. This Con- 
ſideration lays a moſt ſtrict Tye upon all Pures to live Chri- 
„tor otherwiſe they do not only hazard their own 
Souls, but thoſe of their Childrren alſo, and 1 

chaſe an Eſtate of Inheritance in Hell. 
Parents ſhou'd, by daily and earneſt Prayers, used 
their Chilaren to God's Protection and Bleſſing, and be in 
their own Perſons ſo Pious, that a Bleſſing may deſcend 
from them upon their Poſterity. This is often promis d 
in Scripture to godly Men, their Seed ſhall be bleſſed. Thus 
in the ſecond Commandment God promiſes to ſbem Mercy 
ro the thouſandth Generation of them that love him _— 

his-Commandments. And it is very obſervable in the 
that tho they were a ſtiff-neck'd Generation, and ha — 
ebene provoked Vow 9 the 1 of their 
Fore- 
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Forefathers, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, did many times 
move God to ſave them from Deſtruction. On the other 
fide,” we ſee that even good Men have far d the worſe for 
the Iniquity of their Fathers, Thus when Feſiah had de- 
ſtroy'd 1dolarry; reſtor d God's Service, and done Good be- 
yond all the Kings tliat were before him; yet there was an 
old Arrear of Manaſſebb his Grandfather, which this Piety 
of his could not blot out, but God reſolves to caſt Judah 
Alſo out of his fight. If therefore Parents have any Kind- 
neſs towards their Children, any real Deſire of their Pro- 
ſperity, let them take care oy. ey" own godly Lite, to 
eatail a Bleſſing upon them. 
Something has been obſervd of hs ve of the Power 
of Parents over their Children, that it ſnould be with Equi- 
ty and Moderation. To which may be added, that they 
ſhould not oppreſs them with unreaſonable Commands, on- 
ly to exerciſe their 'own Authority, but in all things of 
weight, to conſider the real Good of their Children, and 
to preſs them to nothing which may not conſiſt with that. 
As far as this Rule relates to the Marriage of their Chil- 
dren, I cannot forbear ſaying, that many, who have been 
otherwiſe good Parents, have in this been exceedingly to 
blame. Out of an eagerneſs of beſtowing them wealthih, 
they force them to marry againſt their Inclinations, which 
is a great Tyranny, and frequently betrays them to a mul- 
titude of Miſchiefs; ſuch as all the Wealth in the World 
cannot repair. There are two things which Parents ought 
eſpecially to conſider in the matching their Children; how 
they may live Chriftianly, and how they may live Comfort- 
ably; They muſt chuſe a Virtuous and Pious Perſon to 
link them with; and tho a Competency of Eſtate may be 
neceſſary to be regarded, yet ſurely Abundance is no way 
requiſite, and for that reaſon ſhould not be too vehemently 
ſought after. What much more tends to the Happineſs of 
the State, is the mutual Kindneſs and Liking of the Far- 


ves, without which Marriage is of "es others the-moſt un- 
comfortable 
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comfortable Condition; and therefore no Parent ought to 
thruſt a Child into it. Theſe Conſiderations of the — 


of Parents to their Children, have Relation to thoſe of bot 

Sexes.” But ſince the Daughters fall more eſpecially under 
the Mothers Care, it may not be improper to apply a Word 
or two to the Parent, with particular Regard to them. 
Softneſs is a fault which Ladies are generally bred up with, 


and which not a few take a great deal of Pride in. This 


yet is attended with-abundance of very bad Conſequences: 
And they that are thus bred, are ſure to create, in the fu- 
ture courſe of their Life, much Uneaſineſs and Trouble, 
both to themſelves and to all that are about them; they be- 
ing made by it incapable, for ever afterwards, of a firm 
and regular Conduct, and ſo muſt needs fall into a great 
number of Miſtakes: and Extravagances, which will be 
apt to expoſe them to Scorn and Ridicule. The tender Sap, 


as it is called, is thus in the greateſt of Dangers from an 


exceſs of Tenderneſs, if not betimes ſecured againſt it by 


a PrudentEducation: Wherefore it is a fatal Error to bring 


up Girls with ſuch a Delicateneſs and Timorouſneſs, as are 
ordinarily cheriſh'd in thoſe of better Quality; ſince they 
are hereby incapacited for a Life of Reaſon and Virtue, and 


can never expect to be happy under any Circumſtances 


whatſoever. You may obſerve, that there is commonly a 
great deal of Afectation in this at firſt fight, as there is after- 
wards of Habit. How affected often are 'thoſe Tears 
which they bring forth at ſo cheap a Rate? And how ea- 
fily do they get a Cuſtom of weeping upon every Occa - 
fion as they pleaſe? You may diſcern in ſome of them 
a ſort of diſguis'd Pleaſure to appear ſtartled almoſt at e- 
very thing, and to impoſe upoi others as if they were 
frighted indeed: And in theſe ill- grounded Fears, which 
were at firſt put on affectedly, they grow at length ſo ha- 
bituated by Cuſtum, as never to be free from their Torment, 
whence they are preſently diſorder d by every petty Acci- 
dent, and run away from a Shadow,” as if they were we 
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of their s. Now the Contempt of ſuch Afectations 
| may ſerve much to Correct chem; and ſinoe Vaniey has 
therein ſo great a part, you can never do better than to 
laugh them out of this Folly, and to repreſent to them all 
ſuch —B: cedns ono. ar n 
themſctves. 
| It is neceſfury, in-like manner, to reprels in them be 
times, all paſſionate Loves, little Fealowſres, exceſſive Com- 
pliments and Flatterics, ſtrange: Tranſports. All this ſpoils 
them, and teaches them to look on whatever is Grave and 
Serioxs, as too Dry and Sour. Ir is alſo expedient to try to 
make them ſtudy how to ſpeak always in as ſhort and con- 
ciſe a manner as they can: True Wit conſiſts in retrench- 
ing all uſeleſs Diſcourſe, and in ſaying a great deal in a 
few Words; whereas moſt omen tay little in a great many 
they take Eaſineſs of Speech and Vivacity of Imagination 
for Wit; they never uſe themſelves to chuſe their Thoughts; 
they put them not into Order, with reſpect to what they 
are to ſpeak about: They are generally paſſionate in al- 
moſt every thing they fay ; and no wonder. if Paſſion makes 
them talk a great deal too much. In the mean while no- 
thing very good can ever be expected from a Woman, un- 
tes ſhe be brought to conſider before: ſlie ſpeaks what is 
to follow next; to examine well her Thoughts, to explain 
ee eee ene to be 
able to hold her Peace. 

There is another ching which contributes very much to 
the long-winded Diſcourſes of moſt Women, which is, 
that they are Arriſicial, and uſe long Windingsand Fetches 
to come to their Point, as being taken much with a little 
_ fort of Craftineſs and petty Cunning, by which they think 
to arrive at their Ends. And how thou'd they not be ta- 
ken therewith, if they have becn Educated to know no 
better, and have not been inſtructed in another fort of Pru- 
dence? ſince this is the firſt thing that Example and 0 


Education have taught them. | This Arrificialzeſs is at- 
e 
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tended with ſome very dangerous Conſequences, and 
therefore ought to be carefully corrected by Simplici- 


2 which have certain Charms in them 


win our Confidence, — —— the 


World. 

„ canal the ſo as to be 
able to act any Part. Tears coſt them nothing, their Paſ- 
ſions are quick, and their Knowledge exceeding ſhort and 
limited. Hence it is, they neglect no means by which 
they think they can ſucceed; and thoſe means which wou d 
not "be lik'd by Perſons of a more regular Temper, appear 
to them both lawful and good. They hardly ever take the 
Pains to examine, whether ſuch a thing is to be deſir d, 
but ave always very Induſtrious to attain it. Beſides, they 
are Baſhful, and full of falſe Modeſty, which is alſao a Spring 
of Diſſimulation. The means of preventing ſo great a 
Miſchief as this, is to avoid carefully the putting them on a- 
ny Neceſſity for it; and to accuſtom them to {peak frank- 
ly and i y what they think, as to all lawful Mat- 
ters. They mould be at liberty to teſtify freely their diſlike, 
when they are : They ſhould not be fore d to 
appear as if they had a liking for ſome Perſons, or for ſome 
Books, which in reality they have not. 

When they are ſo unhappy as to have got iat of 
ciuifing their Opinions, the way to let them ſee the Fol- 
ly of it, is to inſtruct them ſolidly in the Maxims of true 
Prudence: As the Means of diverting their Rel/þ from 
the frivolous Fictions of Romances, is to give them a true 
Taſte of uſeful and delightful Hiſtories. If you allow them 
not a regular Curioſiy, they will have a diforderly one; and 
if you do not form their Minds to #rwe Prudence, en 
adhere to the falſe, which is Craft. | 

Shew them by Examples, that . Deceitfulneſt 
we may be Diſcreet, Cautious, and Diligent in the lawful 
ways of gaining our Point: Tell them, that the prinei- 
pal part of Prudence eonſiſts in ſpeaking little, in conſider- 

2 ing 
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ing the Proportion of the Means to the End, and in being a 
more difident! of our ſelves than of others; but 5 in i 
making feign d Diſcourſes," and ſnifting of Perſons. 0 
rightneſs of Conduct, and the univerſal — of \ 
Probity, attract more Confidence and Eſteem, and conſe- F 
quently at the long run, procure more Advantages even in 
aq. Matters, than winding and crooked Methods. 
Make them ſee how much this judicious Probity does 
diſtinguiſh Parents, and render them fit for the greateſt 
VUndertakings. And on the other hand ſhew them how 
contemptibſe is all that which Craft does ſeek after; it 
being either a Trifle that one dares not ſpeak for, or elſe 
it is a pernicious Paſſn. When we wiſn for that which 
we ought to wiſh for, we deſire it openly, and feek for 
it by the right ways, and with Moderation. What is 
there more ſweet, more eaſie, or more convenient, than 
to be ſincere, open hearted, always quiet, always at Peace 
with our ſelves and others, and have nothing to fear or to 
invent? whereas diſſembling Perſons are continually in 
Agitation, in Remorſe, in Danger, and in the deplorablc 
Neceſſity of covering one Craft by an hundred others. ö 
Beſides, with all this ſhameful Uneaſineſs, Perſons of any 
a crafty Temper can never avoid thoſe very Inconveniences ¶ Cot 
.which they labour to ſhun" :/ Sooner or later they are con 
known for what they really are. If in 2 particular ther 
Caſes they may over. reach the greateſt part of thoſe they like 
may have to deal with, yet they cannot do it in the main © Tin 
Actions of their Life; they are by one thing or other al-: © con 
ways found out; and very commonly they are alſo caught I whe 
by thoſe very Perſons” they deſign d to put upon. Some ing 
make a ſhevy of being dazzled by them, that they may rage 
ſee their Tricks the better, and ſo they believe themſelves ¶ hard 
eſteem' d, while they are but deſpis d: But if they ſhould very 
prove ſomewhat lucky, at beſt they are ſure to lye under I not t 
Suſpicions. They warn Mankind to ſtand upon their T 
Guard, People will be as much afraid of their Company Shift: 
| 8 


one's ſelf always ſuſpected by every one. 
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a8 if they had the Plague; and whether the Diſcaſe be 
real or imaginary, there is no Phyſick that will be able to 


cure it. Upon this you ought to preſs them to conſider, 
what can be more contrary” to the Advantages which a 
Prudent Love of one's ſelf ought to aim at, than to ſee 
Diſcover theſe 
things to em by little and little, according to the Occaſions, 
the Needs, and the Capacity of the Tempers you have to 
deal with, Obſerve alſo to them, that Craft proceeds al- 
ways from a mean Spirit. We are crafty and tricking on- 
ly when we defire to be conceal'd ; either not being ſuch 
as we ought to be, and deſigning what we ought not to 
deſign ; or elſe when deſigning lawful Matters, we take 
yet unworthy -or unlawful Means' to accompliſh them, 
and this for want of knowing thoſe that are Worthy and 
Honourable. Tho' the latter betrays indeed a greater 
Weakneſs of Spirit, yet there is the fame Littleneſs of 
Soul in both of theſe ; but nothing is fo much to be 
pity'd as the Proſecution of what is lawful by unlawful 
Courſes. | 

Teach Children betimes to obſerve the Impertinence of 
any little Crafty Nici, which they ſee practis d, with the 
Contempt which they deſervedly bring on thoſe who 
commit them, and be ſure to make them aſham'd of 
themſelves, whenever you catch them in any thing that is 
like Diſſembling. You will do well to deprive them from 


Time to Time of that which they love, if they ſeek to 


come at it by Craft, but then declare they ſhall have it 
when they ask for it plainly. Neither be afraid of bear- 
ing with their little Infirmities, but give them the Cou- 
rage of letting you ſee them, which elſe it may be an 
hard Task to diſcover. Shame, when wrong plac'd, is a 
very dangerous Miſchief, and can hardly be cur'd, and if 
not taken heed to, will render all the reſt incurable. | 
Teach them the Folly of thoſe wretched — and 
Shit, by which ſome contrive to have others deceiv'd : 
But 
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But in ſuch a ſort as they think they ſhall be able to ſatiſ- 
fie their own Conſciences, that they did not deceive them. 
There is even greater Baſeneſs, and fouler Play in theſe 
Refnings, than there is in the very common Cheats; the 
others make comparatively an honeſt Practice, if one 
may ſo ſay, of Craft, but theſe add to it a new Diſguiſe, 
= better to authorize it: Tell them that God is Truth it 
f, that therefore to play with Truth is all one as to play 
ow God; that they ought. to be ſtrictly punctual and 
exact in their Words, and to ſpeak but little, that nothing 
may be ſpoken by them but what is fit, and with __ 
always had to the ſtrict Truth. , 
For this Reaſon a particular — muſt be =; wh not to 
- Imitate thoſe, who fondly applaud Children, when they ob- 
ſerve them to ſhew a kind of Wit in ſome petty Craft 
On the contrary, you muſt be ſo far from commending 
in them thoſe little Tricks, as Inſtances of their Mit, that 
_ you, mult rather ſeverely chide them upon all ſuch Occa- 
ſions, and overthrow all their AAvtifices, meerly becauſe they t 
are ſo, that Experience may leave in them a diſguſt, for 
thoſe Contrivances for the future. B prailing them for BW p 
ſuch Faults, as the manner is generally, it is not ſtrange 
if they become at laſt perſwaded, . that to be prudent and a 
to be crafty are all one. But to come particularly to the 


Duty of a Mother in the Education of her Daughter, [ Y 
ſhall give ſome Directions which I met with in the Wes 
tings. of a very Eminent Prelare... | tr 


hy Be ure e d) wel he cafe and hr c- 
His, 
2. Follow. Nature, and proceed eaſiy and e. 
3. Suffer not Servants to tercifie her with, Stories of 
Ghoſts and Goblins. 
4+, Ule not Monſtrous pictions to divert her with, but 
either i ingenious Fables or real Hiſfories. 
. Sive her r A Grad, and an ug) 
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6. Keep her to a good and natural Regimen of Die. 
7. Obſerve ſtrictiy the little Seeds of Raaſan . and 
cultivate the firft Appearances of it 

8. Watch over her Childiſh Paſſions and Projdics ans 
labour ſweetly to cure her of them. | 

9. Never uſe any little diſſew:bling Arts, either to 5 
daher, or to . would have 
her. 


10. win 11 in Lovetmithe-Opeti in all ber 
ar ·˙I— 7y jan pr 
rence of all Serpentine Wit. 

l. i de be a brad Wirry Chill, 4o nor applaud her 
too much. 

5 If the be a ll bey c do des diſcourage be 
at a | 
= 9 Scem not to dini her i, but rather ftudy by 
all Means to rectifie her Judg 

14. Endeavour to fortiſie her — N and be . 
to avoid the infla ming of her Imagination. // 

15. n and gie her a 
proper and ſhort Anſmers as you can. | 


16. Put @reſtions your ſelf to her, 8s it were in vl, 
and encourage her to awer you. 


x7. Slip no Occaſion to. fore-arm her well aginſ the 
Vanity of prefuming and pr pretending. 

18. Infinuate into her the Priveigles of Polen and 
true Modeſty, and Chriſtian 

19. been bes not t mimick Perſons, nor pleas her 
wirh ridiculing Things. | 

20. Let lands” Hae Hay bad aptinvpde to converſe 
n CO 
nions and Play-fellows. 

21. Try by all Means to make her in Love betimes 
with Perſons of Hanau and Virtus, and propoſe them to 
2 Mga: ney" 100 grees- 


22. Before 
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22. Before all Things inculcate upon her that moſt 
honourable Duty and Virtue of Sincerity. 


23. Be ſure to poſſeſs her with the Baſcneſs and Vier 


of. telling a Lye on any Account. 

24. w "he ſenlible of the great Evil and Danger of 
Cowardice. 83 
25. Fail not to thi thee * the Weknes of many 
Womaniſh Arts and Manners, that ſhe be n not amwwares cor. 
1 or beguiled by them. 

26. Shew her che Varcafonablenes and | Deformiry — 
Rage and Anger. 


27. Set before her this) Heverdl Exceſſes of all the rougher 


* uns in the moſt ugly Shapes that you can. 
228. Set alſo before her the fooliſh Tranſports of the 
after Paſſions, to be laught at by her. | 

29. Be diligent in obſerving the firſt- Appearances of 
Evil in her, and do all that in you lies to check the very 
| Graddings ot Vice and Folly.” 

30, Study well the Rte of ae Infrufion and 
apply them folidly on every Oceans: 

31. Acquaint her, in the moſt pleaſant and eng 
Manner, with the Sacred Hiſtory,” nor * it em her 6h 
ſon but her Recreation. 

32. Inftill in like Manner into hw . Min 'of 
true Religion according to her gs e in the mole fami- 
Lar and-diverting way. 

33. Give her, or rather 40 An heb; old and phin 
Proof: of the Diſtinction between Soul and Body; of the 
Exiſtence and Spirituality of God, of his Attributes and 
Perfections, of the Creation of the World, of the Soul's 
Immortality, of the Original and Nature of Sin, of the 
Neceſſity of Grace, of the Covenant in e and of fu 
ture Rewards and Puniſuments. 

34. Set before her the Goſpel in its e and Pe- 
ri, and the great Example of Antiquity unſophiſticat- 
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5. Fence her prudently againſt Superflicion, and the 


3 
Abuſes and. Corruptions t. that, de every. where crept into 
Religion. 


36. Explain to her the Nature e Gilgen of the 
Baptiſmal Vow. bo. 
37. Prepare her in 1. beſt Manner for Confirmation. 

38. Acimate het, ung l he or the boly Car 
munion. 
39. Particularly inform. her in the Duties. of a fot 
and marry State. a 
40. Tutor ber in all chat 1 to riert, as an 
holy Ordinance of God, for the forming of Saints. 
41. Teach her with all Gentleneſs to remark the ſeveral 
Faults and Miftakes, which are by Women of all Ranks 
commonly committed in t heir Conduct of Life, and how 
ſhe is to guard herſelf againſt-them, - 
42. Make her acquainted, if ſhe be to live A oe 
with the Miſtakes in Life there committed, and 3 pro- 
per Duties that will be required of her in ſuch a State. 
43. Let her be prepar d for the Duties and Em ployments : 


of a City-life ; if her Lot ſhod'd be among the Citizens. 


44. See ſhe be inform'd aright in all that belongs more 
nearly to a Comntry-life, if ſhe be likely to live at a Di- 
ſtance from City and Court. =p 

45. Dilcreetly check her longing Deſires alter Things 
pleaſant, and uſe her to frequent Piſappointments. | 

46. Inſtruct her thoroughly in the general Principles 


and Rules of Fuſtice and Equity, and accuſtom her to in. 


ply them. 
47. Shew her wherein the true Wit and true en | 


do confiſt, and how to diſtinguiſh them from the counter- 


leit and affected. 
48. Make her underſtand the True and Falſe Modeſty, 
and the Danger of N 18 d on by mw under the 


a track 1 4 7 hte N 
49. Take 
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49. Tate Care to fence her againſt the Perils of Curio- 
Py and eſpecially againſt all ſuperſtitious Enquiries con- 


cerning what is Future. 
$0. Put her upon the Exerciſe and Practice of Achten 


and Virtue, in ſuch Inſtances as ber Underſtanding and 
Age are capable of. ; 


Fx. Let 2 fer be inſtructed to do every thing ſeaſonaby 


andi in Order. 0 

51. Whatever the is ſet to do, let her ſtudy to do it 
Well and peaceably, and quietly. . _ 

573. Teach her to improve. every thing, that nothi | 

may be loft or waſted. 

54. Permit her not to hurry herſelf about any thing. | 

F. Let her always be employ'd about what is Profitable 
or Neceſſary. 

56. Let nothing of what i is committed to her a Ne 
ſpoil! d thro her Neglect. 

57. Let her eat deliberately, chew Well, drink in mo- 


derate Proportions, and at ſeveral Times in the middle of 


a Meal, rather than once largely. _ 

$8. Let not her * be forc d with Wines, Pickles, 
or SaWcCes. | 

59. Let her not eat or drink preſently after Exerciſe, or 
when ſhe is hot, nor Jet her uſe Exerciſe either of * or 
Mind too ſoon after a Meal. 

60. Let her Uſe Exerciſe in the Morning, give over a 
little before Dinner, and allo in the Evening before Sup- 


61. Let her pleaſe her owyn Fancy in it, but always 
ſecure Decency ; never let her be violent at it, or continue 
it too long. 


62. Uſe. her to riſe betimes. in the Morning, and ſet 


before her, in the moſt winning and eafie Manner, 
an Order for the whole Day, yet ſo as it may not appear 
to be a Task impos d, but rather a la 2 


of Time. 
63. Sweetly 


The Motu. tis 


: Sweetly temonſtrate to her, 39 * abſurd i it i fo an 
Immortal Spit of an Heavenly Original, to be a 
in the Affairs of the Body, or to fink down int * 
Earth, and its Pleaſire. | 
1 Repreſent to her the noble Simplicity of the An- 
cients in their Habits, in their Food, and i in their Man- 
ners. 

65. Endeavour to inſpire her with a prudent. Neg 
of her Outward ſelf, and of all things without. 

66. Let her be acquainted with the true value of 
Things, and the Subordination that is both in Nature 2 


Grace. 


© 67. Let her learn the Art of bang fei and be per- 


eh) well inſtructed in the Rules ot | Chriſtian Drone 
my. 

68. Teach her to diſtinguiſh the' Order, Compaſition 
Ornaments, and Beauties of the Mind, and to give them 
their due Place with Reſpect to thoſe, of the Body, to 
which they are ſo valtly Superior. 

69. Give her to underſtand how every e Beauty 
proceeds from an Inmard Order and Harmony, and ſhew 
her withal how both the Inward and Orward Beauties 
may be advanced by a proper Method. 

70. See ſhe be furniſh'd well with the ene 2 of 
Nobility and Honour, and be ſufficiently habituated to 4 
tinguiſh them from the falſe Ones. 

When Wiſdom enters into her Heart, and — 
made Pleaſant to her Soul, Diſcretion A preſerve her 
and Underſtanding ſhall keep her. 

Theſe Directions are ſo juſt, and i particular, that 
they are of themſelves ſufficient to govern .a Mother's 
Conduct; but Kill there is ſo much depending on the 


good Diſcharge of that Duty, that one cannot enlarge too. 


much upon it, and therefore I have theſe furches Conſide- 
rations to offer. 
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A Mor her is a Title of ſuch Tenderneſs, that we find it 
borrows by our common Drale&# to expreſs the moſt exu- 
berant Kindes; it has the fame Uſe even in Sacred rn, 
and is often ſet as the higheſt Example our Weakneſs can 
comprehend, of the Divine Compaſſion, Nature has ſuf- 
ficiently ſecur the Love of Mothers to their Children, with- 
out the aid of any politive Law: | Yet we find this, as o- 
ther Inſtinds of Nature, is ſometimes violated, and oftner 

perverted and apply'd to miſtaken Purpoſes; the one by 
the Defed of Love, the other by an Imprudent Exce/5 of 
it: The Defe# docs, I preſume, more rarely occur than the 
other; yet ſometimes itdoes happen, and that either from a 
moroſe Sourneſs of Humour, or elſe from too vehement an 
Attention on ſomething elſGG. 

Some omen have ſuch a ruggedneſs of Nature, that 
they can Love nothing; the ugly Paſſions of Auger and 
Envy have, like Pharoat”s lean Kine, eat up the more a- 
miable of Love and Foy. Plato was wont fo adviſe crab- 
bed, ' auſtere Tempers to ſacrifice to the Graces; and ſuch as 
theſe had necd have a great deal of Chriſtian Philoſophy, to 
allay and ſweeten their native Bitterneſs. Others there are 

who are not void of the Affection of Love, but tis foreſtal- 
led by ſome other Object, and diverted from their Chil- 
dren; and tis a little to be doubted, that the Object, which 
ſo diverts it, is none of the beſt; for the Wiſdom of God 
has diſpos d all Duties into ſuch a Harmony and Conſent of 
Parts, that one interferes not with another; if we Love no 
one prohibited thing, all the regular Ob- jects of our Kind- 
neſs will agree well enough, and one need never ſupplant 
another. Indeed tis oft obſeryable, that thoſe Wimen 
who immoderately love their own Pleaſures, do leaſt regard 
their Children; they look on them as Clogs to keep them 
within Doors, and turu them off to the Care of a Nurſe 
or Maid, while perhaps a Dog or a curncy +: Is thought \ Wor- 
thy their own Attendance. 
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Plutarch relates a Sarcaſm of Cæſar's to ſome Foreigners 
whom he ſaw at Rome, ſtrangely fond of ſuch little Ani- 
mals, and ask d them, Whether the Nomen in their Country 
had no Children? Intimating by it, - how unreaſonable it 
was for thoſe that had, to beſtow their Careſſes on ſuch 
Creatures. And ſurely he would not have given a milder 


Reprimand to ſome of our Ladies, who not only pleaſe. 


but pride themſelves in thoſe little Brutes, ſhewing them to 
al Comers ; when perhaps you may converſe with them 
ſeveral Days, before you ſhall by any mention of theirs 
know that they have a Child. [PE od 
This Defe# of Love many are apt to impute to the 
Mother's transferring the Nurſing her Child to another; I 
rather think it is taken up as a Piece of State and Great- 
neſs ; for no other Motive but what is founded in their 
Quality, could fo univerſally prevail with all that are of it. 
But ſure this is one of the vain Punctilios with which this 
Age abounds. For whatever Rank the Mother is of, the 
Child bears a Proportion to it, and there is the fame Equa- 
ty between the greateſt Lady and her own Child, as is 
between the meaneſt Beggar and hers ; though indeed if 
there were any Condeſcenſion in it, the Averſions of that 
ought not to outweigh the Impulſes of Nature, and the 
many Advantages the Child may receive by taking its Now- 
nſhment. whence it deriv'd its Subſtance, Wherefore tho 
I will not be too poſitive in aſſerting the Neceſſity, yet 1 
confeſs I cannot but look with Reverence upon thoſe few 
Perſons of Honour, Who have broken thro* an unreaſonable 
Cuſtom, and preferr'd the Good of their Children, before 
nat fantaſtick Privilege of Greatneſs. Such muſt with 
4 il juſtice be acknowledg'd to have given a much better 
Evidence of their Love to their Children, than the others. 

There is a fine Diſcourſe on this Subject in the four- 
. Wteath Book of A. Gellius, where Favorinus the Philoſopher 
b introduc'd, - perſuading a noble Lady, notwithſtanding 
the uſual Excuſes, to Nurſe her Child; and the Counteſs 
Vol 3h © G of 
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122 The MorkER. 
of Lincoln wrote a little Book on the ſame Subject, call 
her Nurſery, full of fine Argument, and capable of Con. 
wincing any Body that is capable of Cunviction. However, 
let theſe delicate ones conſider the ſevere Words of the 
Prophet, The Sea Monſters draw out the Breaſt, they give 
ſuck to their young ones ; the Daughter of my People i; 
become cruel, like the Oftrich in the Wilderneſs, who is hay- 
den d againſt her young ones, as tho they were not hers ; hy 
Labour is in van without fear, becauſe God hath deprived 
her of Wiſdom, neither hath he imparted to her Underftand- 
ing. | | 
But as there may be a Fault in the Defed, ſo there perl. 
may be alſo in the Exceſs of Love. God is the only unli- 
mited Object of our Love; towards all others tis eaſie to Ml vent 
become inordinate, and in no Inftance more than in this be d 
of Children. The Love of a Parent is deſcending, and and 
all things move moſt violently downwards; whereas that BW outs: 
of Children to their Parents commonly needs a Spur, this to w 
of the Parent often needs a Bridle, eſpecially that of the ¶ 1 
Mother, which by ſtrength of feminine Paſſion, does Wl Mak: 
uſually exceed the Love of the Father. Now to regulate Cann 
this Affection, ſhe is to obſerve theſe two Rules, That ſhe ll criſie 
hurts not her felf by it, and that ſhe does not hurt her 
Children. She is in danger of hurting her ſelf by it, it Ml their 
ſhe ſuffers Humane Affection to fwell beyond its Banks, BW ay « 
ſo as to come in any Competition with the Divine; this 0 Ac 
is to make an lol of her Child, for every thing is fo to pon 
us, which rivals the Love of God in our Hearts; and he ther, 
who owns the Title of a Fealous God, may be provoked, then t 
as well by the bowing of our ſelves to a Living Image, 
as the Proftration of our Bodies to a dead ; 1 Force 
we often ſee the Effedts of his Jealoufie in this particular. WW that b 
The doating affection of the Morher is frequently puniſh'd 
with the untimely Death of the Children ; or if not with IM to bee: 
that, tis many times with a ſeverer Scourge, they live 
to grieve her Eyes and to conſume her Heart, to be ruinous Wl make: 
| | to | 
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to themſelves, and Afflickious to their Friends," and to 
. their unhappy Mothers to that fad Exclamation, bleſ- 


ſed are the Wombs which bare not. 


And as this proves often true, when the Doatage is ge- 
neral upon all the Children, ſo does it oftner, when tis 
partial and fixt upon any one; that Darling which ſhe 
makes the only Object of her Foy, uſually becomes that 
of her Sorrow. It is an ordinary Infirmity in Parents, to 
heap all their Kindneſs upon One, to the defrauding of the 
reſt ; and too many times upon very undue Motives 3 
a little excelling in Point of Beauty turns the Scale, when 
perhaps many more ſolid Excellencies are the Comnrerpoiſe. 
And ſurely this is not only juſt but — in a Pa- 
rent; for all Peculiarity of Favour in a Superior, ſhould 
be diſpenſed either by way of Reward or Encouragement, 
and neither of theſe Ends can take Place, where only the 
outward Form is conſider d; for that cannot be rewardable 
to which the Party has contributed nothing, and our Sa- 
viour tells us, none can add a Cubit to his Stature, nor 
make one Hair White or Black : *Tis certain themſelves 
cannot do either, though by the help of Artificial 6-4 ty 
cciſie they frequently appear to do both. 

The Kr juſtifiable of Partiality to Children is 
their Virtue, for to that their own Choice concurs, and ſo 
may entitle them to Reward; and *tis alſo in their Power 
to Advance, and ſo Encouragements are not caſt away 
upon them ; nay, the Influences of thoſe may extend far- 
ther, and provoke a virtuous Emulation in the reſt. But 
then the Mother muſt ſo manage it, as to evidence, that 
tis no Inequality in her own Inclination, but merely the 
Force of the others Deſert, not the Perſon but the Goodneſs 
that biaſſes her ; and when Virtue is known to be the 
only ingratiati lity, will at once learn the 
1 ——— Unleſs it be _ 
this one Deſign, tis a very unſafe thing for a Parent to 
make 1 partial Diſerimination among — 8 
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ſure to tempt the more neglected both to repine at her 
and envy her Darlings. Such Seeds of Rancour have of. C 
ten been by that Means ſow'd in Children, as could not fl 
be eradicated in their riper Years. Nor is the Miſchief les g 
which ſhe does to her Fondlings, who beſides that they are f. 
expos d to the Malice of the reſt, are uſually ſpoil d by it, n. 
made inſolent and untractable perhaps their whole Lives th 
after; for where the Mother's Affection is unbridled, com- * 
monly the Child's Will is ſo too; her Fondneſs ſuperſcd- 1 
ing that Diſcipline and Correction which ſhould, as the p 
Wiſe Man ſpeaks, bow down its Neck from its Youth. The f. 
like may be faid where the Indulgence is more Univerſal i Bu 
to all the Children, which is in one Reſpect worſe than 10 
the Partial, becauſe it ſpoils more, not one or two, but 
all the Brood; the doting Love of a Mother blinds her 
Eyes that ſhe cannot ſee their Faults, manacles her Hands 
that ſhe cannot chaſtiſe them, and ſo their Vices are per- 
mitted to grow up with themſelves ; as their Joints knit 
and gather Strength, ſo do their ill Habits, till at laſt they 
are confirm'd into an Obſtinacy; and what Recompence 
can the little Blandiſhments and Careſſes of a Mother make 
ber Children, for ſuch important, ſuch deſtructive Mil. 
chiefs? She therefore who will be really kind, muſt tem- 
per her Indulgence. with a prudent Severity, or elle ſhe 
eminently violates the ſecond Rule, by which ſhe ſhould 
regulate her Love, and does that to her Children which 
Jacob fear d from his Father, brings a Curſe upon then WM fon 
and xot a Bleſſmg. Indeed the beſt way of approving WM mer 
their Love, is by well diſcharging the other Branch of WW and 
their Duty, that of Care. Without this, all the molt WM thei; 
paſſionate Raptures of Kindneſs are but an Airy Appart: But 
tion, a fantaſtick Scene, and will no more advantage ſupp 
Child, than the whole Shambles in Picture can feed and MW mak 
nouriſh it. Now this Care is not a temporary Moment a m 
Duty, for ſome one critical Inſtant, but is to attend the gion, 
Child thro' the ſeveral Stages of its Minority, Infancy, Chili wer 
Hood and Youth. 1; : The 
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The very beſt part of their Infancy is a Seaſon only for thoſe 
Cares which concern their Bodies, providing for their care- 
ful Attendance, and all other Things conducing to the 
ſtrengthning their Conſtitutions, and laying a Foundation | 
for future Health and Vigour ; which is their Intereſt, 
not only upon a Bodily, but upon an Intellectual Account, 
the good Temperature of the Body being a great aid to- 
wards the free Operations of the Mind; wherefore So- 
crates and other Philoſophers, much recommend to their 
Diſciples the Care of Health, as that which frees the Soul 
from many Incumbrances in its Purſuit of Knowledge. 
But this Health is not always the Conſequent of a very. 
nice and tender Breeding, but is very oft overthrown by 
it ; and if Ladies could but find in their Hearts to try it, 
they wou'd, I doubt not, be convinced, that inuring them- 
to moderate Hardſhips would much mere conduce to the 
eſtabliſhing and fortifying their Conſtitutions. 

Beyond all this, the Care of their Exterior part is foon 
overtaken by a more Important one, that of their Inte- 
rior, in the timing of which there ſeems to be a very 
common Miſtake in the World. We look upon the ſe- 
ven Years of Infancy, as the Life merely of an Auimal, 
to be ſpent only in the Entertainment of Senſe; and as 
we uſe not to yoke Calves, or to back young Colts, ſo 
we think our Children are for a while left: at the ſame 
Liberty, to have no Reſtraint put on any. of their Paſ- 
ſions ; ſo far from that, we many times excite and fo- 
ment them, teach Children to be angry and envious, proud 
and ſullen, as if we fear d their natural Propenſions to all 
theſe were too faint, and wanted the help of Inſtitution: 
But ſurely this is a great and pernicious Error, and this, 
ſuppoſing Children to be ſo long Brutes, is the way to 
make them ſo longer ; the Patrons of Atheiſm make it 
a moſt conſtant Topick in their Diſparagements of Reli- 
gion, that tis owing to the Prejudices infus'd in Infancy 3 
twere e to be that 8 Objection might ſo far be 
G 3 comply d 
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comply d with, that the Fear of God, the Love of Virtue 
and Hatred of vice, might have the firſt Poſſeſſion of the 
Soul, and they be made to moderate their Paſſions, as 
ſoon as they are in a Capacity to have them excited and 
engaged. 

And truly, if we will obſerve it, we may ſee very eatly 
Dawnings of Reaſon in Infants, which would ſooner 
come to a Brightneſs, if we would betimes ſet to the ſcat- 
tering of thoſe Paſſions which eclipſe and darken it. A 
Child will be quickly taught to know what pleaſes and 
diſpleaſes a Parent, and by a very little Taſte of Reward 
or Puniſhment will learn to do the one and avoid the o- 
ther ; when this is done, the Parent has gain'd the funda- 
mental Point, that of Obedience, and may ſuperſtruct on 
it what ſhe pleaſes. It is then her Fault, if the Child be 
not by eaſie and inſenſible Degrees moulded into a right 
Form ; *tis at firſt all one to a Child, whether he name 
God in an Oath or in his Prayers; but a Morher, by pu- 


niſhing the one and rewarding the other, will quickly 


bring him to know there is a Difference, and fo propor- 
tionably in other Inſtances. As to the way of Diſcipline, 


it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that when there is Occa- 


ſion for Severity, tis better to awe by actual Puniſhment 
than by Terror ; and never to make uſe of Infinite and 
Inviſible Aﬀrightments, the beloved Methods of Nurſes 
and Servants, ſuch as are the menacing of Sprights and 
Goblins, and leaving in the Dark, which often make da- 
ſtardly and timorous Impreſſions, Karce worn off by a 
long Age. 

A ſober Senſe of things is to be impreſt by gentle 
Means, and this will be done with moſt Eaſe, both to 
the Parent and the Child, the ſooner *tis ſet upon. The 
Will of a tender Infant is, like its Limbs, ſupple and 
pliant, but Time confirms it, and Cuſtom hardens it, and 
it is a cruel Indulgence to the poor Creature, to let it con- 
tract ſuch Habits which muſt coſt him ſo dear the break- 
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ing, or dearer if never broken. And if this early Care be 
taken of the Infancy, *twill much caſe the next Part, that 
of the Childhood ; for where the Iron Sinew in the Neck 
is broken, where the native Stubbornneſs is fubdu'd ſo 
early, the Yoke will ſit eaſie, all ſucceeding Parts of Di- 
ſcipline will come with more Facility and Profit. The 
Care proper to this Age is the Inſtructing it in all Parts of 
uſeful Knowledge, of which, as the Divine, both for the 
Excellency of its Nature and its End, muſt be firſt rank'd, 
ſo ſhould it be firſt and moſt induſtriouſly cultivated, and 
by all indearing Methods impreſt, not only in the Under- 
ſtanding but in the Heart. Piety and Virtue ſhou'd be 
propos'd to Children, as the moſt amiable as well as moſt 
neceſſary Things, and they ſhould be invited not only to 
know but to love them. 

This Part of Learning is equally competent to both 
Sexes, and therefore when the Sons are remov'd from un- 
der the Mother's Tiition, and ſent to more publick Places 
of Erudition, her Province is ſtill the fame as to her Daugh- 
ters, to whom ſhe ſhou'd not only Preach, but exemplifie 
it in her own Practice, no Precepts penetrating ſo much 
into Youth as thoſe that are fo enforc d: And in order to 
this I ſhould. commend to Mothers, the being as much 
with them as they can, and taking the perſonal Inſpection 
of them; not to turn them off wholly to Servants, no 
nor yet to Governeſſes, but frequently themſelves to exa- 
mine how they proceed in the Speculative Part of Know- 
kdge, and no leſs frequently exhort them to the Practice. 
Marcus Cato would not let his Son learn of his Slave, 
as diſdaining a Child ſhould owe fo conſiderable a Benefit 
to ſo ſervile a Perſon ; and it he thought the meer teach- 
ing of Grammar too great a Charge for ſuch a one, ſurely 
the whole Inſtitution of Youth is a much greater, it be- 
ing that on which not only a few outward Accompliſh- 
ments, but even their Eternity depends. The Great Cor- 


nelia Mother of the Gracchi, and Aurelia the Mother of 
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Auguſtus, thought it worth their Pains to be Governeſſes; 
and the Truth is, the Soul of a Child is a little too pre. 
cious a Truſt to be committed wholly to the Diligence 
and Care of a Mercenary Servant; or if they happen not 
to want thoſe Qualifications, yet tis very poſſible they may 
Prudence, of which there is no ſmall Degree requilite to 
the inſtructing of Youth, too great a Remiſſneſs or Seve- 
rity being equally deſtructive in that Affair. And indeed, 
beſides theſe immediate, there are ſome other Collateral 
Benefits conſequent to the Morher s Performing that Office, 
*rwill bring her and her Children into an Intimacy and 
Converſation, give her an Acquaintance with their ſeveral 
Capacities and Humours ; for want of which many Pa- 
rents have err'd in their Conduct, one ſort of Treatment 
being not fit for all Children, and the diſtinguiſhing that 
depending wholly on their diſcerning their particular Tem- 
pers, which cannot well be done without ſome Converſe 
with them. 8 ban i 
By this they will, beſides, be Witneſſes how they diſ- 
poſe of their Time, that they neither loſe it by doing no- 
thing, nor yet miſemploy it by doing ill. And indeed 
there is ſcarce any Part of the Parents Care more impor- 
tant than this, 7dleneſs being no farther 'remov'd from 
Vice, than a Cauſe is from its immediate Effect; where- 
fore if Children be permitted to trifle away their Time, they 
will ſoon learn to trifle away their Innocence. *Tis highly 
neceſſary then that they be provided of a Succeſſion of 
Employments, that they may be inſenſibly drawn on by 
the Variety. Methinks it might very''well be contriv'd, 
that their Recreations might ſometimes conſiſt of ſuch 
ingenious Exerciſes, that they may at once both play and 
| There is yet another good Effect of the Mother's Pre- 
ſence with the Children, which is perhaps no leſs Material 
than the former. Tis, that by this aſſociating them with 
ber ſelf, ſne prevents the Danger of worſe Society; 1 
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dren, if their Parents allow them not their Company, are 
neceſſarily caſt upon that of Servants, than which there is 
ſcarce. a greater Danger that attends Youth ; for beſides, 
that Low ſort of Converſe debaſes their Minds, makes. 
them mean and ſordid, it often corrupts their Manners too; 
Children uſually not receiving more peſtilent Infuſions 
from any, than from ſuch Servants who deſiring to ingra- 
tiate themſelves, and having no laudable Quality whereby 
to do it, muſt firſt endeavour to recommend Vice to them, 
and then by their officious Miniſtries in that, have a ready 
way to introduce themſelves into Favour. Perhaps this will 
be thought to concern only Maſculine Children, and that 
the Female, who are commonly in a diſtinct Apartment, 
and converſe only with their own Sex, are more ſecure. 
But I would not adviſe: Mothers to depend roo much on 
that, for they are no ſurer that their Daughters ſhall not 
converſe with Men, nay, Men of the Meaner ſort too, 
than that their Maids and Attendants ſhall not do fo ; and 
when tis conſider d how apt thoſe are to entertain, if not 
to invite Amours, 'tis not very probable the Rooms where 
they quarter ſhall be inacceſſible to thoſe they affect; and 
it were much ſafer for Children to be in the publick Con- 
verſe ot Men, than to be Witneſſes and Obſervers of the 
private Intrigues of ſuch Lovers. The Memories of Vouth 
we very tenacious, and it they once be tainted with any 
indecent Thing, will at leaſt be apt to recollect it, till at 
aſt perhaps they come to tranſcribe it. Tis therefore in 
this Reſpect a very uſeful. Part of the Mother's Care, to 
make her ſelf Company to her Daughters, to prevent the 

Dangers of a more unequal and infectious Converſe. 

But if this be Uſeful in Childhood, tis no leſs than 
Neceſſary. in the next Period of their Time, when they 
arrive near the Growth and Age of Nomen; then indeed 
the Mother ſhould not only make them her Companions 
but her Friends, allow them ſuch a Kind, yet modeſt 


Freedom, that they may have a Complacence in her Com- 
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pany, and not be tempted to ſeek it among their Inferiors; 


that the belief of her Kindneſs, may ſupplant the Preten- 
ſions of thoſe meaner Sycophants, who by little Flatteries 
endeavour to ſcrew themſelves into their good Opinion and 
become their Confidents, than which there is nothing 
more Miſchievous ; thoſe private Cabals that are held with 
ſuch, ſerving only to render them Mutinous againſt their 
Parents, ſtill inculcating the one grand Principle of Liberty, 
a Word ſo charming to our depray'd Nature, and eſpecially 
to Youth, that they ſheuld not be truſted with ſuch Le- 
ctures. Belides, thoſe Intimacies are often Introductions 
to worſe, many ſcandalous Amours, and unequal Matches 
having had their Riſe from them. It ſhould therefore be 
the Buſineſs of Mothers to prevent all ſuch pernicious 
Leagues, by pre-engaging them in more ſafe Familiarities, 
either with themſelves, or ſome other of whoſe Virtue ſhe 
has Reaſon to be Confident. . 
But the Infallible Preſervative againſt this, and all other 
Miſchiefs, is the bringing them into an Intimacy and 
Converſation with their Maker, by fixing a true Senſe of 
Religion in their Hearts; if that can be effectually done, 
*twill ſuperſede all other Expedients. She who duly conſi- 
ders ſhe is always in God's Preſence, will want no other 
Inſpector; nor will ſhe much need Miniſters, who attends 
to the Advices of her own Conſcience. Neither will it 
only tend to the ſecuring her Innocence but her Reputation 
too, Piety being the Compleat Armour to defend both 
their Virtue and their Fame. And tis extremely Neceſſary 
they ſhould be furniſh'd with it at this Age eſpecially, 
when they firſt enter into the World, which we may well 
look on as taking the Field, conſidering how many Aſ- 
Faults they are there like to meet with; and if they go 
- without this Armour, they may, none knows how ſoon, 
be incurably wounded ; of which there want not many 
fad Inſtances, ſome whereof might probably have been 
prevented, had the Parent taken Care to have better forti- 


ſied them. And 
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And indeed tis matter of great Lamentation to ſee how 
much this their moſt important Concern is neglected. 


Many Mothers, who are nicely curious in other Parts of 


their Daughters Breeding, are utterly inconſiderate in this; 
they muſt have all Civil Accompliſhments, but they think 
ir matters not whether they have any that are Chriſtian; 


thoſe are excluded out of the Scheme of Pducation, and 


by that Means lye under the Prejudice of being not only 
unneceffary, but ungenteel, below the regard of Perſons of 
Quality. Tis much to be fear d, that this Neglect to- 
wards their Children, is founded in a previous Contempt of 
piery in themſelves, yet I ſuppoſe tis often encreas d by a 
little Vanity they have of ſeeing them excel in ſome of 
thoſe Exterior Qualities, which may recommend them to 
the Humour of the World, upon the improving whereof 
they are ſo intent, that more material Things are over- 
look d; and when thoſe are acquir d, the Pride of ſhevr- 
ing them betrays them to other Inconveniencies. 

The Mor her oft not only permits, but incites the Daugh- 
ter to the Opportunities of boaſting her Excellencies, ſends 


her ſo oft abroad on that Deſign, that at laſt perhaps ſhe 
cannot, when ſhe would, keep her at home, as I believe 


too many have found Experimentally true. In a Word, 
this Interval between Childhood and Maturity, is the moſt 


critical Point of a Woman's Life, and therefore ſhould be 
the moſt nicely and mainly attended; and a" Mother had 


need ſummon not only all her Care and Diligence, but 
her Prudence too, well to ne this part of her . 
gation. 


of their Hopes, whoſe Children by any ſcandalous Misbe- 


haviour become the Objects of their Shame and Grief, 


ſhou'd ſoberly confider whether it has not been ſome way 


owing to themſelves, either by Neglect in their Education, 
— by their own — Tis uſually one, and ſome- 


times 


1 cannot help obfiriics; with weed ue this Reladd 
of a Mother, that thoſe who groan' under the Fruſtration 
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times both. They that upon Recollection can aſſure them - 
ſelyes tis neither, may bear the Affliction with much the 
greater Chearfulneſs; but they that cannot, I am ſure 
ought to bear it with much the more Patience and Sub- 
miſſion, take it as God's Lecture of Repentance, and look 
on their Childrens Faults as the Product of their own. 
And becauſe Satisfaction is an indiſpenſable Part of Repen- 
trance, they are with the utmoſt Induſtry to endeavour the 
iring thoſe Ruins they have made, by recalling thoſe to 
Virtue, who by their means have ſtray'd from it. *Tis 
true, the Errors of Education, like a ſubtle Poyſon, do fo 
mix with the Blood, ſo incorporate into the Humours and 
Manners, that twill be very difficult to check their Effects; 
and therefore the leſs they are themſelves able to do toward 
it, the more earneſtly they muſt importune a higher Pow- 
er. He who divided the Light from the Darkneſs, can ſe- 
parate the Effects from the Cauſes, and as he reſtrain'dthe 
Natural Property of Fire in the Caſe of the Three Children, 
ſo he only can reſcue their Children from that Deſtruction 
to which their Negligence has expos'd them. But as to 
the Influence their Example has had, they may do ſomething 
towards the Redreſs of that, by fetting them a New Co- 
Py, making their own Change ſo. viſible, ſo remarkable, 
that they may have the very ſame means of reclaiming, 
. -Which there was of ſeducing them. And this is a piece 
ot Juſtice which ſeems to call aloud upon many Mothers; 
the Irregularities of Yourh could hardly have grown to the 
-preſent height, had they not received Warmth and Shelter 
From the Practice of their Ellers; which does at once give 
Encouragements, and take off Reſtraints ; the Mother loſing 
not only her Authority, but her Confidence to Admonith 
or Reprove. With what Face can ſhe require that ſtrict 
arid ſevere Modeſty of a young Girl, which ſhe, who 
ſhould be a Aſatron, vill not practiſe? or, tye up the giddy 
wandring Humour of Yourh within thoſe Bounds ſhe thinks 
teo ſtrait for her ewn? And how ready a Retortion wil 
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eyen Scripture it ſelt afford for ſuch an Impoſer? Thou 
that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? Let it then 
be the Care of all Mothers, to recommend to their Chil- 
dren all Virtue and Piety by their own Example, that they 
may contribute fomething to their Spiritual, as well as 
their Natural Life. That however they may at leaſt deli- 
yer their own Souls, and not have their Childrens Guilt re- 
coil upon them, as the unhappy Originals of it. 1 
Having for ſeveral Pages treated of a Mother's Duty, 
with more particular Reference to her Daughters, let us 
conſider it a little as it relates to the Sons. She muſt needs 
much / overlook the chief Buſineſs of Education, or have 
had little: conſideration for the Conſtitution of Human Na- 
ture, that reckons for nothing the firſt Eight or Ten Years 
of a Boy's Life; an Age wherein Fathers, who, for that 
time eſpecially, can neither charge themſelves with the 
Care of their Children, nor be the watchful Inſpectors of 
thoſe that they muſt be truſted to, who uſually and una - 
voidably by moſt Parents, are a fort of People far fitter ta 
be Learners than Teachers of the Principles of Virtue and 
Wiſdom; the great Foundation of both which, conſiſts in 
being able to govern our Paſſions, and ſubject our Appe- 
tites to the direction of our Reaſon: A Leſſon hardly ever 
well learnt, if it be not taught us from our very Cradles : 
To do which, requires no leſs than a Parents Care and 
Watchfulneſs, and therefore ought undoubtedly to be the 
Mother's Buſineſs to look after it. An Exemption from 
which, Quality (even of the higheſt Degree) cannot give: 
Since the Relation between Mother and Child is equal among 
all Ranks of People; and it is a very prepoſterous abuſe 
of Quality, to make it a Pretence for being Unnatural. 
This is a Truth which perhaps would diſpleaſe many La- 
dies, were it told them, and therefore probably it is, that 
they ſeldom hear it; and not hearing it, they do not un- 
derſtand or conſider it; but would they once make trial 
of it, they would find it would happily reſtrain them from 


many 
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many of their expenſive and ridiculous Diverſions, by en- 
gaging them in a laudable Imployment, very worthy of the 
Dignity of their Nature, and moſt agreeable to Maternal 
Tenderneſs. 
 - But for want of due Conſideration; Women of  Dranlity 
indulge themſelves in a moſt unnatural Negle& of their 
Children, and are perhaps more without Excuſe for it, than 
for any other Fault that they are ordinarily taxable with. 
For tho it is to be feared; that few Ladies, from the Diſ- 
advantage of their own Education, are ſo well fitted as 
they ought to be, to take the Care of their Children, yet 
not to be willing to do what they can herein, either as 
thinking this a matter of too much Pains for them, or 
below their Condition, expreſſes ſo ſenſeleſs a Pride, and 
ſo much want of the Affection and "Compaſſion natural 
to that Sex and Relation, that one would almoſt be tempt- 
ed to queſtion, whether ſuch Nomen were any more capa- 
ble of, than worth 2 to be the Mothers of rational Cre 
cares. © 
Natural AﬀeRion apart; it ſhould be conſider d by theſe 
that no one is born into the World to live idly, enjoying 
the Fruit and Benefit of other Peoples Labours, without 
contributing reciprocally ſome way or other to the good 
of the Community, anſwerably to that Station wherein God, 
the common Father of all, has placed them, who has e. 
vidently intended Human Kind for Society and mutual 
Communion, as Members of the fame Body, uſeful every 
one to each other in their reſpective Places. Now in 
what can Nomen, whoſe Condition puts them above al 
the Neceſſities or Cares of a Mean or Scanty Fortune, at 
once fo honourably and ſo uſefully, both to themſelves and 


| Others, be employ'd, as in looking after the Education and 
Inſtruction of their own - Children? This ſeems indeed to 
be more particularly the Buſineſs and Duty of ſuch, than 
of any others. And if Example be neceſſary to perſwade 
_ that they will not herein do any thing miſ-becoming 

their 
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their Rank, the greateſt Ladies among us may be aſſur d, 
that thoſe of a Condition ſuperior to theirs, have hereto- 
fore been ſo far from thinking it any Abaſement to them 
to charge themſelves with the I»/trut#ion of their own Chil- 
dren, that, to their Immortal Honour, they have made it 
part of their Buſineſs to aſſiſt in that of other Peoples alſo, 
who were likely one Day to be of Conſequence to the 
Commonwealth. To inſtance only in the Famous Cornelia 
the Mother of the Gracchi, and Aurelia the Mother of 
Auguſtus, before-mention'd, who did this for the Sons of 
the Noblemen of Rome, toe whom they had no Relation 
but that of their Common Country. And. ſhall not the like 
Conſideration, ' or what is infinitely beyond this, that of 
their Children being hereafter for ever happy or miſerable, 
according as they live in this World, prevail with the La- 
dies of our Days, who call themſelves Chriſtians, to em- 
ploy ſome of their Time and Pains upon their own Of 
ſpring? The Care of which, as has been faid, ſhould be- 
gin with the firſt Years of Childrens Lives, in curbing, at 
the earlieſt Appearance of it, every the leaſt Inclination to 
Evil, and accuſtoming them to an abſolute, conſtant, and 
univerſal Submiſſion and Obedience to the Will of thoſe 
who have the Diſpoſal of them. Since they will hardly 
ever after, eſpecially in a great Fortune, be govern'd by 
their own Reaſon, who are not firſt made ſupple to that 
of others; before they are able to judge o fir and unfit 
by any other meaſure, than the Direction of ſuch whom they 
believe to have a juſt Power over them. As they become 
capable of examining their Actions by Reaſon, they ſhould 
be taught never to do any thing of Conſequence heedleſly, 
and to look upon the Dictates of their Reaſon as ſo invio- 
lable a Rule of their Determinations, that no Paſſion or 
Appetite muſt ever make them ſwerve from it. But in- 
ſtead of following this Method, it is commonly thought 
too ſoon to correct Children for any thing, till the Seaſon 
is paſs d for this fort of Diſcipline, which if it come Lay 
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late, is commonly ſo far from producing ** 


delign'd for, that loſing the Benefit of © of Gere which if 
duly apply d is of infinite Uſe, it turns to a Provocation, 
and renders that Temper ſtiff and incorrigible which it was 
meant to ſupple. Nor is it ſeldom that thro' this ill-tim'd 
Diſcipline, together with that Remiſſneſs and Inequality 
wherewith Childrens Iuclinations are over-ruld, their Pa- 
rents Government over them ſeems to them not a natural 
and juſt Right, eſtabliſnd for their Benefit, but a Tyran- 
nical and Arbitrary Power, which accordingly they, with- 
out Remorſe, diſobey, whenever they believe they can do 
it with Impunity. And what is ſtill worſe, their evil Diſ- 
politions, for the moſt part, are not only not timely e- 
nough reſtrain d, but Children are actually taught to indulge 
to their naturally irregular Inclinations, by thoſe vicious or 
wretchedly ignorant People who are plac'd. about them, 
and who almoſt univerſally inſtil downright Vice into them, 
even before they can well ſpeak, as Revenge, Covetouſueſ, 
Fride and Envy; | while the filly Creatures who do them 
ſo unſpeakable Miſchiefs, are ſcarce capable of being made 
to underſtand the harm that they do, but think Parents ill- 
natur d, or that they have Fancies fit only to be ſmil'd at, 
who will deny their Child a thing for no other Reaſon,” it 
may be, but — he has deſir d it; and who, before s 
is truſted to go alone, will check his Reſentment, Impati- 
ence, Avarice, or Vanity, which they think becomes him 
ſo prettily, neither will ſuffer him to be rewarded 15 do- 
ing what they bid him to do. 

"This I am ſure; that whoſo hea try'd how very lit 
Sent is to be met with, or can be infus d into Nurſes and 
Nurſe- Maid, and with what difficulty even the beſt of 
them, by thoſe who make it their Buſineſs to watch over 
them, are reſtrain d from what they are perſwaded has no 
hurt in it, will ſoen be convinced how unfit it is to truſt 
Children, any more than is neceſſary, in ſuch hands. And 
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eſt part of thoſe, who are uſually their immediate Succeſ 


ſors, as Young Scholars, and French Menials, erected into 
Tutors and Oe; _ for the fake of a little Lan | 
and French. | 

Mr. Lock, in [his excelleve Treatiſe of Eiddcttion* PINCH | 
how early and how great a Watchtulneſs and Prudence are 
requiſite to the forming the Mind of the Child to Virtue; 
and whoſo ſhall read what he has writ on that Subject, 
will, it is very likely, think, that few Mothers are quali- 
fy'd for ſuch an Undertaking as this: But that they are 
not ſo, is the Fault which ſhould be amended. However, 


| their preſum d Willingneſs to be in the right, where 


the Happineſs of their Children is concern d in it, muſt 
certainly enable them, it they were but convinc'd that this 
was their Duty, to perform it much better than ſuch Peo- 
ple will do, who have as little Skill and Ability for it as 


themſelves, and who, beſides that they rarely deſire to learn 


any more than they have, are not induc'd by Affection to 
do for thoſe under their Care all the good that they can. 
Since then the Affairs either of Mens Callings, or of their 
private” Eſtates; or the Service of their Country, all which 
are indiſpenſably their Buſineſs, allow them not the leiſure 
to look daily after the Education of their Children; and that 
otherwiſe alſo, they are naturally leſs capable than men 
of that Complaiſance and Tenderneſs which the right In- 
ſtruction and the Weakneſſes alſo of Childhood require; and 
ſince Servants are fo far from being fit to be rely d upon in 
that great Concern, that to watch againſt the Impediments 
they actually bring thereto, is no ſmall part of the Care 
that a wiſe Parent has'to take; I do preſume that, ordi- 
narily ſpeaking, this ſo neceſſiry a Work of forming be- 
times the Minds of Children, ſo as to diſpoſe them to be 
hereafter wiſe and virtuous Men and Women, cannot be 
well perform'd without the Mothers careful Attendance to 
it, There are not many Fathers that are able and willing 
„ virtuous and well-bred 


Per- 
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Perſons, to take the place 
ſtructing their Children; beſide, the World doth not abound 
with ſuch Perſons, and the few that are ſo qualified have 
reaſon to hope and ſeek tor more profitable Employments; 
much leſs can thoſe great Numbers who have ſmaller E- 
_ flates, afford to reward Perſons of true Worth and Merit 
for governing their Children. Some ſuch Perſons indeed 
may be procur d by Men of high Rank, or great Fortunes, 
and even they, if they do reward in proportion to the Im 
portance of the Charge, and the Merit of the Tutors, will 
find the Coſt to be an uneaſie Burthen; unleſs they would 
be content, on this Account, to abridge themſelves of their 
Extravagant Expences, which are uſually the laſt that Men 
will deny themſelves. 7 eterty Wimeres 
It is indeed wonderful, if we conſider Men as. rational 
Creatures, to ſee how much Mony they will often beſtow, 
not upon their Vices only, for this is not ſo. unaccounts- 
ble, but upon meer faſhionable Vanities, which give them 
more Trouble than Pleafure in the Enjoyment ; yet at the 
ſame time be as ſparing as poſſible, of Coſt upon a Child's 
Education: It they have but Tutors for their Children, and 
at eaſie Rates, tho they be never ſo mean and unworthy, 
they are ſatisfied; when it is certain, that for Rewards con- 
{iderable enough to make it worth their while, thoſe of a 
far different Character from ſuch as do for the moſt part 
undertake it, would be induc'd to accept even the early 
Charge of Childrens Inſtruction. But every Gentleman of 
a good Family, or good Eftate alſo, is not in Circumſtances 
to propound ſuch ſufficient Rewards; and for what the 
molt. can afford to give, very few capable of performing 
this Matter well, will trouble themſelves about it, at {caſt 
with ſuch Pupils as muſt be allow'd with Nuſes or Maids; 
wherefore no other Remedy I believe can be found but in 
returning ſtill to our Concluſion, that this great Concern 
ment, on which no leſs than Peoples Temporal and Eter- 
. g | ; 


of Parents in governing and in- 
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and Buſineſs of Mothers. Nor do Women ſeem leſs pecu- 


larly adapted by Nature to this Charge, than they are by 


Duty ſtrongly engaged to it, if the Author of Nature, as 
no doubt he did, defign'd this to be their Province in that 


Diviſion of the Cares of humane Lite, which ought to be 
made between a Man and his /#ife; for that Softneſs, Gen- 
tleneſs and Tendernefs, natural to the Female Sex, render 
them much more capable than Men are of ſuch an inſi- 
nuating Condeſcenſion to the Capacities of Young Children, 
25 is neceſſary in the Inſtruction and Government of them, 
inſenſibly to form their early Inclinations; and ſurely: theſe 
diſtinguiſhing Qualities of the Sex were not given barely 
to delight, when they may ſo manifeſtly be profitable alſo, 
if joined with a well-inform'd Underſtanding; and from 
Womens being naturally thus fitted to take this Care of 
their Little ones it follows, that beſides the Injuſtice done 
to themſelves thereby, it is neglecting the Direction of 
Nature for the well Breeding up of Children, when La- 
dies are render d incapable of it, thro' the want of ſuch 
due Improvements of their Reaſon as are requiſite to 

That this has been no more reflected upon, from a 
Principle of Pity to that tender Age of Children, which ſo 
much requires Help, ſeems very ſtrange; for what can 
move a juſter Commiſeration, than to ſee ſuch poor Inno- 

cents ſo far from having the Ai they ſtand in need of, 
that even thoſe who the moſt wiſh to do them good, and 
who reſent with the deepeſt Compaſſion every little Mala- 


— 
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c that afflicts their Bodies, do never attempt to reſcue them 


from the greateſt Evils which attend them in this Life, but 
wen themſelves aſſiſt to plunge them therein, by cheriſn- 
ing in them thoſe Paſſions, which will inevitably render 
them Miſerable? Tt can never be otherwiſe, while omen 
ae bred up in wrong Notions of Religion and Virtue, or to 


know no uſe of Reaſon, but in the Service of their Paſſi- 


On 
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ons and Inclinations, or at leaſt of their comparatively tri 1 

vial Intereſts. | 
Lo aflert, e ee i le 
wel if, before they came to the Care of Families, they em- 1 
ploy d ſome of their many idle Hours in gaining a little 4 
Knowledge in Languages, and the uſeful Sciences, would be, fa 
I know, to contradict the Senſe of moſt Men; but yet! 1 
think that ſuch an Aſſertion admits of no other Confuta- 7 
tion than the uſual one, which oppoſite Opinions to theirs G 
are wont to receive from People who Reaſon not, but live 
by Fancy and Cuſtom, and that is to be laught at; for it of 
cannot bedeny'd, that this Knowledge would hereafter be 3 
more or leſs uſeful to Ladies, in enabling them, either them. ir 
ſelves to teach their Children, or better to over- ſee and di- 5 
rect thoſe that do ſo; and tho this Learning is perhaps the = 
leaſt part in Education, it is not to be neglected, but even 
betimes to be taken Care of, leaſt a habit of Idleneſs or * 
Inapplication of Mind be got, which once contracted i is Pre 
very hardly cur'd. Ch 
This being ſo, and that the Beginnings of all Science 
are difficult to Children (who cannot like grown People Ji 
fix their Attention) it is juſtly to be fear'd, that they ſhould, 
by the ill Uſage they receive from the Impatience and 
Peeviſhneſs of ſuch Teachers, as Servants or young Tuters, Chi 
take an Averſion to Learning; and we ſee in effect, that l 
this very frequently happens; for the teaching of little Ede 
Children, ſo as not to diſguſt them, requires much greater 6 
Patience and Addreſs, than common People are often capa- 
ble of, or than moſt can imagine who have not had Expe- 
rience of it: But ſhould ſuch Teachers as we have ſpoken 
of, have the neceſſary Complaiſance for thoſe they teach, 
there is then, on the other fide, a yet greater Danger to 
be apprehended from them; the bad Effect of which will 
be, that by an Affection natural i in Children of imitating 
| thoſe do ct 15 will 2 their * 
wa Uons 
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frions tin tured and tainted by thoſe of Perſons ſo dear to 
them. 


Now both the Inconveniencies here mention'd might at 


leaſt in great Meaſure, if not wholly be remedy'd, would 
Mothers but be at fo much Pains as to teach their Children, 


either altogether, or a Part themſclves, what it is fit 


for them to Learn in the firſt eight or ten Years of their 
Lives; as to read Engliſh perfectly, to underſtand ordinary 
Latin and Arithmetick, with ſome general Knowledge of 
Geography, Chronology and Hiftory; moſt or all of which 
Things may at that young Age be underſtood by a Child 
of a very ordinary Capacity, and may be ſo taught Chil- 


dren as that they may learn them almoſt inſenſibly, in Play 
if they have l Teachers. It ſeems to me therefore 


that young Ladies cannot better employ ſo much of their 
Time as is requiſite hereto, than in acquiring ſuch Qualifi- 

cations as theſe, which may be of ſo great uſe to them 
hereafter; however, if any who have not made this early 
Proviſion of ſuch Sciences, are yet truly deſirous todo their 
Children all the Good that is in their Power, they may, 
though not with the fame Facility, be able to inſtruct them 
dike, notwithſtanding that difadvantage;. and Mr. Lockon 
the Experience of it has aſſerted, that a Mother who un- 
derſtands not Latin before-hand, may yet teach it to her 
Child; which if ſhe can, it is not to be doubted, but that ſhe 
may do the ſame in all the reſt; for ſuch a ſuperficial Know- 


kdge as will ſerve to enter any one in every of the above- 


mentioned Sciences, is much eaſier attained than the Latin 


Tongue; and if a Mother has ever fo little more Capacity, 


ſhe may eaſily keep before him in teaching both him and 


her ſelt together, by which Means ſhe will make her ſelf . 


the beſt Reparation that ſhe can for her own paſt 


in it, or that of her Parents. One of the molt uſeful and 


neceſſary Duties of Parents, is to take Care to Catechiſ/e 
their Children, which has of late been ſhamefully neglected, 


25 indeed have been too much all the other Dukes of Pa- 
| rents, 
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rents, as if all the Obligations lay upon their Chile and 
there were none incumbent upon them. 
_ © It isa known Saying of Melanithon, that there are three 
Things extremely difficult, to bear Children, to inſtract and 
bring them up to be Men, and to govern them when they ar- 
rive at Man's Eflate. The ien of Chilbes is poo 
of the leaſt Difficult of theſe; for to do it to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, does not only require great Sagacity to diſcern 
their particular Difpoſition and Temper, but great Diſcre- 
a and manage them, and alſo conti- 
nual Care and diligent Attendance, to form them by De- 
gras Religion and Virtue. 

It requires great Wiſdom and Induſtry to advance a con- 
ſiderable Eſtate, much Art, Contrivance and Pains to raiſe 
2 t and regular Building: But the greateſt and nobleſt 
Work in the World, and an Effect of the greateſt Prudence 
and Care, is ts rear and build up a Man, and to form and 
faſhion him to Piery, Fuſtice, Temperance, and all kind of 
honeſt and worthy Actions. Now the Foundations of 
this Work are to be carefully lid in the tender Years of 
Children, that it may riſe and grow up with them, accord- 
ing to the Advice of the Wiſe Man, Train up a Child in 


the 3 he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not depat 


By Childhood is underſtood the Age of Perſons from 
their Biel, but more eſpecially from their firſt Capacity of 
Inftrufion, till they arrive at the Srate and Age which next 
ſucceeds which we call Youth, and which is the 
proper Seaſon for Confirmation; for when Children have 
been well Catechiz'd and inſtructed in Religion, then is the 
fitteſt Time for them to take upon themſelves, andin their 
own Perſon to confirm that /olemm Vow, which by their 


Sareties they made at their Baptiſm. Parents muſt care 


_ inſtruct their Children in the Courſe of Life they 

to lead, in the Knowledge and Practiee of their 

whole Duty to God and Man, which they ought to ob- 

Erve and perform all the Days of their Lives. * 
A 
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And the conſcquent Fruit and Benefit of this good E- 

cation is, that Children when t are old will not depart 
fo Probe AE ILSS according to the 
„ not as if this happy Effect 

N ann unf bang upon the good Education of 


a Child, but that this very frequently is, and may probably 
be preſum'd and hop'd to be, the Fruit and Effect of of a pi 


ous and prudent ri 
We cannot great Duty incumbent upon 
— Mothers, in the ates rr 1 Nurſa of Children: 
Affection and —— which is our ſe- 


eret Guide and Director, has imp in al Iring Sr. 
tures towards their Dung Ones, and there cannot bea 
er Reproach to Creatures endued with Reaſon, than to 
neglect a Duty which Nature directs even the Brute Crea- 
tures to, by ey J Mind und uri Infants It cannot 
3 be neglected without a downright Affront to Na- 
; nothing, as we have hinted elſewhere, can excuſe it, 
rat Diſability, Sickneſs, or the Evident Danger of the . 
ther, or the Interpoſition of the Father's Authority, or ſome 
very Extr — und publck Neceſſity. | 
This I foreſee will ſeem a very hard Saying to nice and 
delicate Mothers, who prefer their own Eaſe and Pleaſure 
to the Fruit of their own Bodies; but whether they will 
mind or not mind it, we muſt deal plainly with them in 
a Matter of ſo much Importance to them, and be ſo faith- 
ful as to tell them, that this is a Natural: Duty, and be- 
cauſe it is fo, of a more neceſſary and indiſpenſable Obli- 
gation, than any poſitive Precept of reveal Religion, and 
r and cry- 
ing Sins of this Age and Nation, and whi much as 
any Sin whatſoever, is evidently a Puniſhment to it ſelf 


in the palpable ill Effects and Conſequences of it. 


The Neglect of this Duty is a fort of expoſing of Chil- 
cen, eſpecially when it is not done, as very often it is not, 
with more than ordinary Care and Choice; it AE 
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poſes. them to manifeſt Inconvenience, and ſometimes to 
great Danger, even to that Degree as in the Conſequ uence 
of it, is but little better than the laying a Child in the 
IG, and leaving it to the Care and Compaſſion of a pa- 
There are two very viſible Inconventencies which do 
IP attend it. 
Strange Milk, which is very diſagreeable to the Child, and 
with which the Child to be ſure Sucks in the natural Infir- 
mities of the Nurſe, together with a great deal of her na- 
tural Inclinations and irregular Paſſione, which many times 
ſtick by the Child a long Time after; and, which is work 
than all this, it ſometimes happens that ſome ſecret Diſeaſe 
of the Nurſe is convey d to the Child. 

A. ſhameful and dangerous neglect of the Child, eſpecially 
by ſuch Nurſes as make a Trade of it, of whom there are 
great Numbers in and about this great City, who, after 
they have made their firſt and main Advantage of the 
Child, by the exceſſive, not to ſay extravagant Vails, which 
uſually here in England, above all other Places inthe World, 
are given at Chriſinings, grow very negligent; and then 
by the ſtrait Allowances which are commonly made after- 
wards for the Nurſing, and keeping of the Child, they are 


tempted to be unnatural; for if the Child die for want of 


due Care, the Nurſe is at liberty to make a new Advan- 
take by taking another. 
Nor can it well beotherwiſe expettcd than that aſs 
Who by this Courſe is firſt made to be unnatural to her 
on Child, ſhould have no great Care and Tenderneſs for 
a Child which is not her own. I have heard a very {ad 
Obſervation made by thoſe who have had the Opportunity 
to know it, that in ſeveral of the Towns and Villages about 
Landon, where this Trade of Nurſmg_is chiefly driven, 


badly one in ffve of theſe Children lives out the Lear; and 


this ſurely is a Danger which natural Affection, as well as 

Duty, does oblige Parents to take all poſſible Care to pre- 

yent, This Courſe does beſides 11 certainly tend th 
| mu 
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much to the eſtranging and weakning of natural Affection 
J on both Sides, I mean both on the part of the Mother and 
n of the Child, The Pain of Nurſing as well as of bearing, 
does inſenſibly create a ſtrong Tenderneſs of Affection and 
Care in the Mother; Can a Woman, ſays God, forget her 
ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son 

This would greatly endear the Mother to the Child, 
which Endearment, when the Child is put out, is transfer- 
red from the Mother to the Nurſe, and many times con- 
tinues to be ſo for a great many Years after, and often to 
that Degree, as if the Nurſe was the true Mother, and the 
true Mother a meer Stranger. Natural Affection muſt by 
this Means be extreamly weaken'd, which is great Pity, 
becauſe when it is kept up in its full Strength, it often 
n one of the beſt Securities of the Duty of a 


n a2 


But becauſe this ſevere Doctrine will go down but very 
hardly with a great many, I muſt take the more Care to 
guard it againſt the Ob jectians which will be made to it. 
Thoſe from Natural Diſability or Sickneſs, from Evident 
and Apparent Danger of the Mother, or from the 1nterpo- 
ſtion of the Father's Authority, or from plain Neceſſity, or 
if there be any other that have an Equal Reaſon with theſe, 
have prevented them already; by allowing them to be 
juſt and reaſonable Exceprions from the general Rule, when 
they are real, and not made Pretences to ſhake off our 


/ / Ra 


But there are, beſides theſe, two Objections, which, tho* 
indeed they are Real, ſeem to have too great a weight with 
tioſe who wou'd fain decline this Duty, yet are by no 
Means ſufficient to excuſe Mothers, no not thoſe of the 
igheſt Rank and Quality, from the natural Obligation of 

it; and they are theſe, the Manifeft Trouble, and the Mani- 

re- fell Reſtraints which the careful Diſcharge of this Duty daes 
Yor hn”. OP” es... 
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kor the Trouble of it, I 1 only this to fay, and! 
| think that no more need be faid about it, that no Body is 
«diſcharged from any Duty, by reaſon ot the Trouble which 
neceſſirily attends it, and is inſeparable from it; fince God, 
who made ir a Duty, forclaw the Trouble of it, whenle 
made it fo. 
As to the manfold Reflfains which it lays upon Mother, 
this will beſt be anſwer d by conſidering of what Nature 
thoſe Reftraints are, and they are chiefly in theſe and thelike 
Inſtances. This Daty reftrains Mothers from ſpending thei 
Morning and their Money in curious and coſtly Dreſg;, 
from miſpending the reſt of the Day in formal, and f 
the moſt part impertinent Viſits, and in feing and hearing 
Plays, many of which are neither fiz to be ſen nor heard 
by modeſt Perſons, or thoſe who pretend to Religion and 
Virtue, as tis to be hoped all Chriftians do, eſpecially Per. 
ſans of higher Rank and Quality; and it reſtrains them il. 
fo from trifling away a great Part of the Night in Gaming 
and Revelling, till paſt Midnight, Lam loth to fay how 
Thheſe are thoſe terrible Reftraints which this natural Du- 
ty of Mothers nurſing their Children lays them; now 
I cannot but think all theſe to be very Reſtraints; 
happy ſurely for the Child, and in many for 
the Father, and for the whole Family, nnch by this 
- Means will be kept in much better Order; but happieſt of 
all for the Mother, who does therein not only dilcharge 
great and neceflary Duty, but is hereby alſo hindred from 
running into a great many Faults, which before they wil 
be forgiven, muſt ooſt ber a deep Contrition and a very bit 
ter Repentance. 4 
The next Particular bende the good Education of Chit 
1 0 does canfit, is in ringing — . rnes 1 
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admitted Members of Chrift's Church, at the Times 
ed or accuſtomed in the National Church ot Welsch rhe #g- | 
rents are Members. They ſhould bring them tothe Church, 


to be there publickly 3 ſolemnly admitted by 
Baptiſm, This the ' Rules of the Church of England do 
ſtrictly enjoyn, unleſs the Child be in Danger of Death; 


and in that Caſe only it is allow'd to adminiſter Bapti/7: 
privately, | and in a Summary way without perform 


ming 
2 whole Office. But then, if the Child live, it is order d 
that it ſhall be brought to Church, where the Remainder 


of the Office is to be ſolemnly perform d. 
I know that of late Years, fince our Unbeppy OY 


ſions, this Sacrament has very trequently been adminiſter'd 


in private: And Miniſters, to avoid the great Miſchief of 
Separation, have been in a manner neceſfitated to comply 
with the Obſtinacy of tho greater and more powerful of 

their Fariſbioners, who for their Eaſe or Humour, or for 
the Convenience of a pompous Chriftening, will either have 
their Children baptis d at home by their Miniſter, or if he 


refuſe, e e Ir e ee which is ve- 


ry irregular. 

'Now I wou'd entreat ſuch Perſons calmly to er | 
how contrary to Reaſon, and to the plain Deſign of the 
lnſtitution of this Sacrament, this perverſe Cuſtom and 


their obſtinate Reſolution in it is: For is there any Civil 


Society or Corporation, into which ende ade with- 
out ſome kind of Solemnity! And is the Privilege of be- 
ing admitted: Members of the Chriſtian Ghurth, and Heirs of 


the Great and Glorious Promiſes and Bleſſings ot the New 


Covenant of the Goſpel, leſs confiderable, and fit to be con- 
ferrd with lels Solermi Thoſe who are Chriſtians in 
good earneſt, will, (= 46h my ufing more Words about | 
it, confider what has been ſaid in this Particular. 
Another and very neceſſary Part of the good Education 
of Children, is by degree sto inform them and carefully in- 
bruck them in — of their Duty to wer 
He t 


ed from the Milk and drawn from the Breaſt, &c. 
pable of, bring them acquainted with God and themſelves; 


lach a Being as God, whom we ought to Honour and Re- 
verence above all things: And then, that We are all his 


ally preſerves us, and gives us all the good things that we 
by Prayer, becauſe this is an Acknowledgment of our De- 
pendance upon him; and to return Thanks to him for al 
chat we —— and hope for, becauſe this is a juſt and cali 
i berleſs Favours and Benefits. 


a in their Duty rr L Man: Aud nom 


743 The Morurs. 
their Neighbour and themſelves, that ſo they may be taugbt 
how to behave themſelves in all the Steps of their Lite, 
trom their fifſt Capacity of Reaſon, till they arrive at the 
more perfect Uſe and Exerciſe of that Faculty. If they 
be well inſtructed at firſt, they will be better able to dire 
and govern themſelves afterwards. _ 
This Duty God does expreſly and very "articularly charge 
upon his own People, the People of 1/rael. 8 
the Laws which he had given them, Thou ſhalt, ſays 1 
each them diligently unto. thy Children, and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walk- 
eſt by the UE when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſ 
Xp. And thus God, long before, ſaid, that Abraham, the 
Tarber of the Faithful, would do: I know Abraham, ſays 
he, that he will command his Children and r 
r e nba” a J 
Work ought to be n very early, upon t 
firſt budding and appearance bog, voi and Underſtand- 
ing in Children, Whom ſhall he teach Knowledge * Whom 
ſhall he make to underſtand Doctrine? Them that are weat- 
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To this End we muſt, by ſuch Degrees as they are ci 
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and in the firſt place we muſt inform them, that there is 


J 


Creatures, and the Works of his Hands; that he continu- 
enjoy; and therefore we ought to ask every thing of him 


S XS 
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Tribute, and all that we can Ne to him for his num · 
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And after this, they are mare: . particularly t to be inſtry 
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Fear and Hope are the two Paſſions which do chiefly ſway 
and govern Human Nature, the main Springs and Princi-- 

of Action; therefore Children ſhould be carefully in- 
form d, that there is a Life and Death, wherein Men ſhall 


receive from God a mighty and eternal Reward, or a terri- 


ble and endleſs Puniſhment, according as they have done or 
neglected their Duty in this Life. That God will love and 
reward thoſe who do his Will and keep his Command- 
ments, but will execute a dreadful Punifliment upon the 

Workers of u. and the wilful E <p of his 
Laws. , 
And according as the ey are eln they are ol ads. 


| ſenſible-of the great Degeneracy and Corruption of Hu- 


man Nature, derivd to us by the Fall and wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt Parents; and of the way of our Reco- 
very out of this miſerable State by FeſusChrift, whom G 
has ſent in our Nature to purchaſe and accompliſn the Re- 
demption and Salvation of Mankind from the n. we | 
Sn and Satan, and from the Damnation of Hell. b 
The good Education of Children conliſts not only i in in- 
forming their Minds in the Knowledge of God and their 
Duty, but more eſpecially in endeavouring with the great- 


eſt Care and Prudence to form their Lives and Manners to 


Religion and Piety: And this muſt be done by training 
thera in the Exerciſe ot all Moral and Cr Graces and 
Virtues ; As, of ; 

To Obedience and Modeſty, Diligence and Sincerity, In- 
2 and Pity, as the general een to Piety and: | 

igion. 

To my good Government of their Paſſions, and of b 
Tongae, and partic nnn. to hate as 
a baſe and vile Quality. my | 

To Devotion towards God, to Sobriaty and Chaſtity wh: 
© ger * . and * n 
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Parents muſt take great Care to maintain their Autboft- 
ty over their Children, by inculcating into them the Do- 


ctrine of Obedience; otherwiſe they will neither 

their Commands, nor hearken to and follow their 1 
Citions. If they once get Head, and grow ſtubborn and 
diſobedient, there is very little Hope left of 1 . 
Good upon them. 

They muſt be train d up in Muay, which is a fear of 
Shame and Diſgrace. This Diſpoſition is proper to Chil- 
dren, and a marvellous Advantage to all good Purpoſes. 

They are Modeſt, fays mr ry who are afraid to offend, 
and: they are afraid to who are moſt apt to do it; as 
— are, becauſe t y are much under the Power of 


their Paſſions, without a 'rroportionable Strength of Rea- 


for to govern and keep them under. 

Nov Auoleſty is not properly a Virtus, but iris a very good 
Sign of a tractable and towardly Diſpoſſtion, a great Pre- 
ſervative and Security againſt Sin and Vice. And thoſt Chi- 
aren who are much — the Reſtraint of Md, are 
look d upon as moſt hopefal and likely to dg. good; 
whereas nmolleſiy is a vicious Temper,- broke looſe and 


got free from all Reſtraint: Then there is nothing left to 


keep an impudent Perſon from Sin, when Fear of Shame is' 


gone; for Sin will ſoon--take Poſſeſſion of that Perſon 
whom Same has left. He that is once become ſhameleſs, 


has. proſtituted himſelf: Therefore preſerve this" Di/poſ#ion* 
in Chilirem as much us is poſſible, as one of the beſt means 
 t0-preſerve their Damcrnse, and to bring them to Good. 
neſs. The next thing for Parents to obſerve in the Eu- 
cation of Ghildrim, is to uſe them to be Dligem; for with- 
our Diligence, ſays a learned Author, there never" was any 


great and excellent Perſon. When the Roman Hiſtorians de- 


{cribe an extraordinary Man, this always: enters into His 
Character as an eſſential part of it, that he was of insredi. 
ble Induſtry, of ſingulur Diligence, or ſomething to that 
purpoſe. And indeed a oe: can neither be excellently 

* good, 
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good, nor extremely bad, without this Quality. The De- 
vil himſelf could not be ſo bad and miſchievous, if he 
were not ſo ſtirring and reſtleſs a Spirit, and did not cu 
piſs the Bam, = OW ITE . whom be. "wmght 
devour. 

This is part of the Character of Sylla, date and Ca. 
tiine, thoſe great Diſturbers of the Roman State, as well 
as of Ceſar and Pompey, who were much greater and bet- 
ter Men, but yet gave Trouble enough to their Country, 


and at laſt difloly'd the Roman Commonweath, by their 


Ambition and Contention for Superiority. This is a 8. 


ef all their Characters, that they were of a vigorous and 


indefatigable Spirit. Diligence in it ſelf then is neither a 
yirtue nor a Vice, but may be” applied either way, to good 
or bad Purpoſes; and yet where all other Requitites do con- 
cur, it is a very proper Dffrument for Virtze. | 
Let Cnidren therefore be bred up to Diligence, if erer 
you deſire they ſhould excel in any kind. The Diligent 
Hand, ſays Solomon, maketh Rich ; Rich in Eftate, Rich in 
Knowledge; Serfl-thou a Man diligent in his Buſineſs? he | 
fall tand before Princes. And again, the Hand of the Dili- 
gent' ſhall bear Roele. Can we want Examples to ſhew us 
how the greateſt Men in the World have diftinguiſh'd them- 
ſelres by their Diligence? Our buſie active Times cannot 
but furniſh us with innumerable Inſtances; happy for them - 
ſelves and us, if that Diligence was made the Inſtrument of 
Virtue, and not exerciſed in + the Advancement of Dir eon 
and hoc a op? | 

eputs almoſt oy ang in our Power, and will 
in w_ make Children capable of the beſt and greateſt 
Things: Whereas Talmnefs is their Bane and Ruin; it istbe 
Vabending of their Spirits, the Ruſt of their Faculties, and 
3 it were the laying of their Mind follow, not as Hu 
bandmen do their Lands, that they mi ight get new Heart | 
and Strength, but to impair and loſe that which they have. 
Children that ue bred up in Laxineſs, are almoſt neceſſarily 
H 4 bad, 
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bad, becauſe they cannot take the Pains to be good; and 
they cannot take Pains becauſe they have never been inurd 
and accuſtom d to it, which makes their Spirits reftive ; 
and when you have occaſion to quicken and * them up 
to Buſineſs, they will ſtand ſtock fill. 

Therefore never let your Children be wichout | a Calling, 
or without ſome uſeful, or at leaſt innocent Employment, 
that will take them up; that they may nor be put upon a 
kind of Neceſſity of being Vicious, for want of ſome- 
thing better to do. The Devil tempts the Active and Vi- 
gorous into his Service, knowing what fit and proper In- 
ſtruments they are to do his Drudgery; but the Slothful 
ard Idle, no body having hir'd them and ſet them to work, 
le in his way, he ſtumbles upon them as he goes about: 
They in a manner offer themſelves to his Service, and 
having nothing to do, they even tempt the Devil himk.lf 


io tempt them, and to take them in his way. 


Sinceriiy is ſo abſolutely neceſſary. to the well educating 
of Cildren, that what has been already ſaid of it, is 
doubtleſs more than ſufficient to put Parents upon impreſ. 
{ing it ſtrongly on the Minds of their Children, by frequent 
and earneſt Inſtruction. It ĩs not ſo properly a ſingle Vir- 
tue 23 the Life and Soul of all other Graces and Virtues, 
and without it what ſhew'of Goodneſs ſoever a Man may 

make, he is unſound and rotten at the Heart. Let this 
Diſpoſition be above all things cheriſh'd in Children, as that 
which when they come to be Men will be the ou * 
rity and Ornament of their Lives. 

When they come to engage in Buſineſs, and Wen 
ings in the World, Tenderneſs and Pity will be a good Bar 
againſt Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, will be continually prom- 

pting us to Charity, and will fetch powerful Arguments 
for it from our on Bowels. To hs this Goodneſs 
and Tenderneſs of Nature, this ſo very human and uſeful 
Affection, keep Children as much as is poſſible out of the 
* of bloody Sights and wank of Cruelty: Diſcoun- 
tenance 
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RP tenance in them all barbarous uſage of Creatures under their 
wy power: Do not allow them to torture and kill them for 
"I their Sport and Pleaſure, becauſe this will inſenſibly, and. 
8 by degrees, harden their Hearts, and make them leſs apt to 
? Wl compaſſionate the Wants of the Poor, and the Sufferings 
» Children muſt be trained up to the Government of their . 
: paſſuns, and of their Tongues, as the main Foundations of 
„ &cligion and Virwe.. It is the Diſorder. of the Paſſions, 
(wb epecially of Deſre, aud Fear, and Anger, which be. 
1 trays into many Evils. Anger prompts. Men to Cumention 
fal and Murther; inordinate Deſire to Coveronſneſs,, Fraud, and 
Oppreſſion; and Fear many times awes Men into Sin, and 
by deters them from their Duty. Now: if theſe, Paſſions be 
, cheriſh'd, or even but let alone in Children, they will in a 
w ſhort time grow. headſtrong and unruly, and when. they . 
come to be Men, will corrupt the Judgment, turn good 
Nature into Humour, and Uaderſtanding. into. Prejudice and 
Wilfulneſs ; but if. they be carefully obſerv d, and prudently - 
c Wl *<frain'd, they may by degrees be manag d, and brought , 
under Government. And the Excreſcences of them be- 
ng prun'd away, they may prove excellent Inſtruments of 
Hue. 2 * of qr rn E ie ee - 
Be careful therefore to diſcountenance in Children every. 
thing that looks like Rage and furious Anger, and to ſbew 
them the Unreaſonableneis and Deformity of it: Check 
their longing Deſires after things pleaſant, and uſe them to. 
frequent Diſappointments, of that kind; that when ,you 
think fit to gratifie them, they may take it for a Fa-. 
your, and not challenge every thing ihey have a mind 
to, as their due; that they may by degrees learn to 
ſubmit to the more prudent Choice of their Parents, as be- 
en much better able to judge what is: good and fit for 
When you {ce them at any time apt out. of ker to 
neglect their Duty, e any Sin, qr to be tempt- 
N WY ed, 
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ad, by telling a Tye, to commit one Fault to hide and e- 
cuſe another, which Children are apt to do; the beſt Re- 
medy of this Evil will be to plant a greater Fear againſt a - 

IS and to tell them whar and whom ehey fhould chef | 
fear: Nor him who cat hum and kill the Body, but Him 
eee e 
He 

r the not teach- 
ing them to govern their Paſſions, is the true Cauſe why 
many that have proved ſincere Chrifians, when they come 
to be Men, haye yet been very imperie& in their Conver- 

- ation,” and their Lives * full of Inequalities and 
Breaches, which have not only been matter of great Trou - 
ble and Diſquiet to themſelves, but of great Scandal to Re- 
ligion ; when their Light which ſhould ſhine before Men, is 

| ae darkned and" obſcured by tha bee and vide 
Infirmiries, - 

To the end that bib may lum the Governor of 

thei Tongues, teach them Silence, eſpecially in 

their Berrers. e ſuch a 

Leſſon, let them be taught not to ſpeak, but upon Conſi- 

deration both of whar they ſay, and before whom. A- 

bove all, inculcate upon them that moſt. neceſſary Duty 


and Virene of ſpenking truth, — pap {raping ſtrong- 
Dark — poſſeſs them with the 
Baſeneſs and Vilenels of Le WR 1 


grow one ere ni eos © Man the Lye, then ſure- 
I foe E of thr File muſt be b mighty . 


proac 

They who write of Japan tell us, that thoſe People, 
tho' mere Hearhens, take ſuch an cffeCtual Courſe in the 
Fdocation of their Children, as to render a Tye and Breach 
of Fauth above allthings odious to them; i h chat it 
is a very rare thing for any Perſon amon them to be ta- 
ken in a Lye, or found guilty of T 'Fairh, And 
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refirain Men from theſe Faults, which are ſtandalous e- | 
ven to Nature, and much more ſo to — _ 


? 
e doth ade, belong Ge 
of Children from led and v5ſcens Words,” 


from vam and profane Talk, and elpecially from horrid 
| Oaths and Imprecations: From all which they are eafily 


kept at firſt; but if they are once accuſtom'd to them, it 
will be found no ſuch eafie Matter for them to get quit 
of theſe Evil Habits.” It will require great Attention and 
Watchfullneſ over themſelves, to keep Oachs out ot their 


common Diſcourſe j but if they be heated and in Paſſion, 


they throw out Curſes and Oaths, as haturally as Men that 
are highly provok'd, fling Stones or any thing that „r 
next to Hand at one another. 80 dangerous a thin 
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As the principal and eſſential Parts of Religion and Pirewe; 
lt Chien 6 enfaly brodup to Sobriety and T 
in regard to themſelves, under ilch are alfo comprehen- 
ded Purity and Chaſtity. The Government of the' ſenſual 
Appetite, 4 bee all kind of Bd) Pleaſe, is not only a 
Arey ti = but an excellent Tnſirument of it, 
Fondation of 'Piety and ice. For he 
2 himſelf, is not like to diſchatge hisDu- 
ty either to God or Men. Wherefore St. Pan put Sobriety 
firſt, as a Primary and Principal Virtue; in which Men are 
inſtructed by the Chriſtian Religion; and which muſt be 
hid as the Foundation boch of Piety towards" Gad and of 
Righteorafneſs to Men. The Grace of God, for fo he calls 
the Goſpel, rhar brings Salvarion amo all Men; hath ape 
ed, reaching us, that denyin dvr mc hong rc 
we ſhowld live foberly, and righteouſly,-#hd y 
prefent World. It Reſt andches'us — — 


we men up Children I Virtue, we muſt never expect 
| - that 


— 
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that __ will either live ne or godly i in this Preſent 
War 
They muſt eſpecially be bred up to great Temperancoin 
Diez, which will retreach the Fuel of other inordinate Ap- 
petites. It is a good Saying, A well manner d and well 
govern'd Appetite, in Matter of Meats and Drinks, is a great 
Part of Virtue, I do not mean that Children ſhould be 
brought up — to the Rules of a Leſian Diet, which 
ſets an equal Stint to all Sromachs, and is as Senſeleſs a, 
thing as a Lam would be, which ſhould enjoyn that Shoes. 
4 
Laſt; but that they ſhould be fed temperately, and allow'd 
ſuch Food, both for Quantity and Quality, as is convent 
ent for them. 6 
What follows next in the Aae of Children, is to 
train them up to a ſerious and unaffected Fiery and Dero- 
tion towards God; ſtill and quiet, real and fubſtantial, with- 
out much ſhew and noiſe; and as free as may be from all 
Ticks of Superſtition, or Freaks of Enthuſiaſm, which, if 
Parents and Teathers be not very prudent, will almoſt una- 
voidably infinuate. themſelves into the Religion of Children; 
and when they are grown up, will make them appear, to 
wiſe and ſober Perſons, phantaſtical and conceited, render- 
ing them very apt to impoſe their own fooliſh Superſti- 
tions.and wild Conceits upon. others, who underſtand Re- 
' ligion much better than themſelves. 

Let them be taught to honour and love God above al 
things; to ſerye him in private, to attend conſtantly upon 
kis publick-Worſhip, and to keep their Minds intent upon 

the ſeyeral Parts of it; without Wandering and Diſtra- 
Con. To ay to God as the Fountain of all Grace, and 
the Giver of every good and perfect Gift; and to acknow- 
Eads him, and to render Thanks to him, as our moſt gra- 
cious and conſtant. Renefactor, and the great Patron and 
* to be careful to do what be com- 
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made, and to avoid what he has forbidden to be always 
under a lively Senſe and Apprehenſion of his pure and all- 
ſceing Eye, which beholds us in Secret; and to do every 
thing n eee dee eee eee 
giver who is able to ſave and to deſtroy. | 

Parents ſhould have a ſtrict Regard, in the Education of 
their Children, to Fuſtice and Honeſty; they ſhould convince 
them that they ought to defraud and oppreſs no Man, to 
be as good as their Word, and to perform all their Proxwiſes 
and Contracts. They ſhould Endeavour to imprint upon 
theirs che. eee 
tural and fo eaſie, that even Children are capable of it, I 
mean that Rule which our Saviour tells us is the Law and. 
the Prophet:; To do to others as we. wou'd have others do 
to us, if we were in their Caſes and Circumſtances, and 
they in ours. 

Tou that are Parents, and have to deal with the World, 
ought to be. juſt and equal in all your Dealings: In the 
firſt Place for the fake of your own Souls, and next for 
the fake of your Children; not only that you may entail 
no Curſe upon the Eſtate you leave them, but likewiſe 
that you may teach them no Injuſtice by the Example you 
ſt before them, which in this Particular they will be as 
apt to imitate as in any one thing, becauſe of the preſent 
Worldly Advantages which it ſeems to bring, and becauſe 
Justice is in truth a Manly Virtue, and leaft underſtood by 
Children: Wherefore Injuſtice is a Vice, which they will 
ſooneſt practiſe, and — the leaſt Reluctancy, becauſe. 
they have leaſt Knowledge of it in many Particular Caſes, 
and becauſe alſo they have ſo little Senſe of the great Vir- 
tue of Honeſty. They ſhould not be allow'd to Cheat, 
no not in Play and Sport, even when they play for little or 
nothing: For if they practiſe it in that Caſe, and be un- 
juſt in a little, eee ne 


et dee the ſhorter 
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 Kenophon 
for the Idea of a well-educated Prince, tells us this little 


but very inſtructive Story concerning young Cyrus; 
his Governour, — 
Nature of Juſtice, . 


Lid be to 


—— 
was fitteſt tor them both: Upon which his Governour 


r him, that if he were 


to make two Coats for them, he fail well, but he did not 
put this Caſe to him as a Taylor, but as a Judge, and as 


fait he bad gn a very wreng Sentence; for a Judge ought 


not to conſider what is moſt fit, but what is juſt; not who' 
bone _—_y but who hay nut Big: to 


"By des familiar ways may the Principles of -Virtue be 
nſtll'd imo Children, and there is nothing wherein they 
may be more eaſily miſ-led than in Juſtire; in Matter of 
Rigs and Wrong. They ſhould therefore be taught the ge· 


neral Rules of both, becauſe if we would teach them to 
do Fuftice, und to avoid doing juſtice, we muſt teach 


them to know what is Fegfive, and what Injuftice; for ma- 
ny are unjuſt meerly out of Ignorance, and for Want, of 


knowing better, and cannot help it. 
As Charity, I mean chiefly to the Poor and Deſtitute is 
an Efential, ſo it is 4 moſt Subſtantial Part of Religion. 
This Diſpoſſrion muſt be encourag'd in Children, not only 
e it upon them by 
Paſſages of Scripture; as, that pure Religion and andefiled 
9 
the Widews in their Aff ion; that, as we ſow in * 
ſo 


PY 
- 


4 | 


SETEEESSHE 


Fat EFESEOE PESTS TD 


TEES, _ 


= x 


F , c / d c c OI - >. Oe = 


e 


* 
— 


e 


Is 
I; 
7 
7 
d 
1 
4 
0 


iel to Account for our Practice or Omiſlion of this Duty, 
and ſhall then be abſolved or condemned, according as we 
have e ov negloAted this great Views of thoGlvyfies 
Religion. 
Lot Parenss always bear in Mind, that the good Bl 
tim of Children conſiſts in giving them good] This 
Courſe-David took in his Family, as appears by that ſo- 
ma Reſolution of his, 7 will behave wy folf wiſch in 4 
way, I will walk within wy Houſe with a perfet3 Heart 
ie Parets and Maſher of Fair ive good Examples to 
their Children and Servants, in à conſtant ſerving 
in their Families, which will nouriſh: — 
xe under their Care. And lat them alfo —— 
a ſober and Oy . te tht der belong 10 
them. 


They-muſt allo take Care that thei Clara, as far 2s; 
i poſſible, have no bad Examples to-converſe with, cither 
among their Servants, or their own Companions, leſt. by 
walking with them they learn their way, and get a blot o 
their Saule, There-is Contagion in Exaraple, and nothing. 
— 3 dak ant oy 2 us, than a 


them | in the beſt Thin , Example i 

other the moſt e are ret ty 
with it; without this, Inſtruction will fignific 
Aa e aines bin _ 
ſhall find it very hard to perfivade our Chillen to do that 
which they ſce we do not practiſe our ſelves: For even Chil-. 
hen have ſo much Senſe and Sagacity, as to underſtand 
that Actions are more real than Words, and a more certain 
ladication of what a Man does really and inwardly believe. 
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Children are much given to Imitation, it is alſa a very de- 
botnful way of TaftruRion, and that of which Children 
77 ts 2r gg and 
is apt to make the deepeſt Impreſſion them. 

; NE adage ces 3 ent to 
be good themſelves, for the fake of their Children : If 
you defire-to have them good, the beſt way to make 
them ſo, is to give them the Example of it in being good 
your ſelves. For this Reaſon. Parents ſhould take great 
Care to do nothing but what is worthy of Imitation, 
Your Children will follow you in what you do; there- 
fore do not go before them in any thing that is Evil: 
The bad Example of Parents, is both a Temptation and 
Encouragement to Children to Sin, becauſe it is a kind of 
Authority for what they do, and nee 
tion ot their Wickedneſs. 


becken to them with the Head, and ew them the way 
to Heaven by your good Counſel ; but you take them by 
the Hand, and lead them in the way to Hell by your con- 
trary Example. Whenever you Swrear, or tell a Lie, or 
are Paſſionate and Furious, and come drunk into your 
Family; you weaken the Authority of your Commands, 
and loſe all Reverence and wee Typ conter 


|  difting your own Precepts. | 


The:Prompta:of -»/2ood Man are-apt; unit undd 
flame others to the Obſervation of them; but when they 
come from one who is faulty and vicious in that kind 
himſelf, they are languid and faint,” and give us no Heart 
and Encouragement to the Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues which 
we plainly ſee they do not practiſe themſelves. Doſt thou, 
who: teacheſt thy Children to ſpeak Truth, tell a Lie thy 
| ff? Thou that fayeſt they muſt not Swear, doſt thou 


prophane 


Example is the moſt lively way of teaching. and beezuſ 
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rrophane the Name of God by Cuftomary Oaths and 
Curſes? Thou art unfit to be a Guide to the Blind, «4 a 
Light to them that are in Darlneſs, an Inſtruttor of the + 
fahl, and « Teacher of Babes; becaufe thou tiy ſelf haſt 
only a form of Knowledge, and of Truth in the Law, but 
ae deſtitute of the Life and Practice of it. In a word, 
if you be not careful to give good Examples to your Chil- 

dren, you defeat your own Counſels, and undermine the; 
beſt Iaſtructions you can give them, and they will be all 
ſpilt like Water upon the barren Sands; they will bare 


no Effect, they will bring forth no Fruit. His 


Good Education conſiſts, further, in wiſe and early Re- 
fraints from that which is Evil, by ſeaſonable-Reproof and 
Correitian : And this is alſo one way of Inſtruction: Slo- 
mon ſays, the Rod-and. Reproof giveth Wiſdom. Tho both 
theſe do ſuppoſe a Fault that is paſt, yet the great End of 
them is to prevent the like for the future, and to be an 
Admonition to them for the time to come. And there- 
fore whatever will probably be effectual for future Caution i 
and Amendment, ought to be ſufficient in this kind, be- 


cauſe the End is always to give meaſure to the Means. 


And where a mild and gentle Rebuke will do the Buſineſs, 
Reproof may ſtop there without proceeding further; or 
when that will not do, if a-ſharp Word, and a ſevere Ad- 


monition will be effeCtual, the Red may be Par. 


| Provided always, that your give no Encourage- 
ment to Sin, and beſo managed, that Children may per- 
ceive that you — and reſolved, that if 
they will not reform, they ſhall certainly be puniſnd. 
And provided alſo, that your Lenity bear a due Proportion 
to the Nature and Quality of the Fault. We muſt not 
uſe Mildneſs in the Caſe of a wilful and heinous Sin, eſpe- 
cally if it be Exemplary, and of publick: Influence. To 
rebuke gently upon ſuch an Occaſion, is rather to coume- 
nance the Fault, and ſeems to argue, that we are nat ſen- 
ible enough uf the Enormities of it, and that we have. 
1852 . | | f noc 
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not a due Diſſike and Deteſtatĩon for it. Such cold Re- 
prooks were thoſe which old El gave his Sons, Vi ds 


People, that is, their Carriage was ſuch as gave publick 


Standal. Ney, Y Sous, for w is not a good Report that I 
hear ; you male the Lord's People 20 tranſgreſs. © © 

Such a cold Reproof as this, where the Crime was ſo 
great and notorious, was a kind of Allowance of it, and 
a partaking with them in their Sin. Thus God interprets 

it, and therefore calls it a kicking at his Sacrifice, and a 
dieſpiſing of his Offermng : For which He threatens Eli with 
moſt terrible Judgments, Becauſe his Sons made themfelve; 
Uile and he reftrain'd them ni. e 


Wberefore our Severity muſt be proportion d to the 


Otime; when the Fault is great, the greater Severity muſt 
be uſed; ſo much at leaſt as may be an effectual Reſtraint 
For the future. Here was Nis Miſcarriage, that in the 
Caſe ot ſo great a Fault as his Sons were guilty of, bis 
to the End of Reproof and Correction, which is Amend. 
ment for the future; but he ſhevyd ſuch a Mildneſs in 
his Reptoof of them, as 'was more apt to encourage, 
than reſtrain them in their vile Courſes. © 


There are indeed ſome Diſpoſitions ſo very Tender and 


Tractable, mat a gentle Reproot will ſuffice; But moſt 
Children are of: that Temper,” that Correction muſt be 
ſometimes usd ; and a fond Indulgence in this Caſe is 
many times their utter Ruin 1 and in Eſſect 
is, not Love, but Hatred. He that ſpureth the Rod, hateth 
eth him betimes. . Chaſten thy Son while there is hope, and 
let not thy. Soul ſpare for his crying. Again, Fooliſeneſs is 
bond up in the Heart F a Chill, and the Rod of Currectim 
ſhall duve it fur from him.” With-hold not Corteflion from 
th Cad, for 'if thou benreſt him with the Rod he ſhall not 

| 8 hes his 
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give 
wiſdom, bu 4 Child left to-himie! — — 
g —— wx 09104 becauſe ſhe- 
man times is moſt- faulty in this fond Indulgence, and 
ares the e rn art gas Pager oe 


her. 

Gee; then * 4 ene v, and often Neceſſiry, | 
and Parents that forbear it, are not only cruel to their 
Children, but to themſelves; for God often puniſhes thoſe j 


Parents very ſeverely, who have neglected this 
piece of Diſcipline. There is hardly to be found in'Sorip=- 


ture, a more terrible temporal Threatning, than that con- 
cerning Ei and his Houle, - for his fond Indulgerice to his 


Sons ; who when they came to be Men, proved ſuch 
horrible Scandals, not only to their Father, but to the 
Ficſt's Office, and to that degree, as 19 make the Snerifice 


1 bv abhorred by all che Prople. I wifrecite- 


the at large, for an Admonition to Parents, 
that they be not guiky 
wuel, Behold: F will do a thing: in Iſtael, at whith both the 
ks of every one mat heureth it ſbull single. In that Dey 
1 will perform againſt” Eli all things which? haut ſpoken 
his Houſe 3 when I begin I will alſo make an End.” 
y 1 have told him thaw I will j 
for the Iniquity -which he lnoweth, becauſe his Sons made 
themſebhons Vie; m he them not. And therefore” 


Thave: feen white the sg of Eli, har the Mie of EWs* 


tis hal e by purged with Safer Offering for 
cer. 1 know very well that this enormous Wickedneſs 


of Bl's Sons · was committed by them after they were 


down to be Men; but this Inſtance is nevertheſeſs to 


or preſent purpeſe; there being hardly any doubt to de 
made, hut chat ie- was che natural Effect ef a remiſß and 


* ME ne 
od very often does er and ehe) penith 
ho Parents by choſe wer Children who have Sons 


Reproof 
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in this kind. The Zvrd"ſwid- 10 S- 


his Houſe" for ever, | 
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and Correction ; of which the Sacred Writ gives 


us a remarkable Inſtance in Alonijub, upon the mention 


of whoſe Rebellion againſt David his Father, the Text 
takes particular notice of his Father's extreme Fondneſs of 
him, as both the procuring and meritorious Cauſe of it; 
For his Father had not diſpleaſed him at any time in ſaying, 
why haſt thou done ſo? + Diem. that 
he that chaftiſeth his Son, ſhall have Foy of fm. 

Another Duty of Parents very much of late neglected 
| in the Education of their Children, is, he bringing them 
to be publiciiy Cateciiſed by the Minifter, to prepare them 
for ſolemn Confirmation. | "Catechifng is, as every one 


knows, a particular way of teaching by Queſtion and 


Anſwer, accommodated and fitted for the Inſtruction of 
Children in the Principles of Religion. I do not find in- 
deed chat this particular Method is any where. enjoin'd in 
Scripture; but Iuſtruction in general is: And I doubt not 
but that upon this general Warrant, Parents, and Miniſters 
may uſe that way of Inſtruction of Children, ywhich- is 
moſt fit and proper to inſtil into them the Principles of 
Regs. A ung and great —— of 2 
_ ling, appear particular A eit is of to 
Children, becauſe they are ſubject 8 and 
Want of Attention. Now Catechifing is a good Remedy 
againſt both theſe, becauſe by Queſtions put to them, 
 Chilirenare forc d to take notice of What is Taught, and 
wuſt give ſome Aver to the. Dweſtion that is ask d: And. 
2 Catechiſim, being ſnort, and containing in a little Com- 
paſs mph cells „ — 1e mor 
5 We: remember d. 0 
5 — ns chat Gen Wich have nat 
| been Carechiz'd, have any clear and competent Knowledge 
of the Principles ot Religion; and for want of this, are 
incapable of receiving any great Benefit by Sermons, which 
ſuppoſe Perſons. to be in ſome Meaſure. A e 
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* Beſides, if they have no Principles of Religion fix d in 
them, they become an eaſie Prey to Seducers : And we 
had ſad Experience of this, among many other diſmal 


Effects of our Civil Confuſions: Publick Catcchifing be- 
came almoſt wholly diſus d, and private too in many Fa- 


milies. Endeavours have been lately us d, to revive 


ſo Chriftian 2 Practice among the more ordinary ſort 


of People, but thoſe, of a higher Rank diſdain to have 


their Children Catechiz'd in publick by the Miniſter,- as if 


they had not Souls to be ſaved as well as their Inferiors ; 
as if the Earth was theirs, and Heaven belong'd literally to 
the Poor. Had Catechiſong of Children been continu'd, it 


is very probable that this Age would have been infected 
with fewer Errors, fewer Schiſimt, and that there would 


not have been {© much Apoſtacy from the Fundamentals of 
Religion. For it is, I think, a true Obſervation, that Ca- 
rechiſeng, and the Hiſtory of the. Martyrs, have been the 
two great Pillars ot the. Proteſtant Reli 

There being then ſo great a Neceſlity and Uſcfulnes 
of this way of Inſtrudtion, Parents and Maſters of Families 


ſhould, certainly take great Care to practiſe it with reſpect 


to their Children and Servants. - This Work ſhould not- 
le wholly on Miniſters, you muſt do your Part at home, 


who by your conſtant. Reſidence in your. Hemi: have 


better and more eaſie Opportunities of inculeating the 
Principles ot Religion, upon your Children and Servants : 
You muſt there prepare them for, publick --Catechiſmg, 
tte Work of the Ts may not be heavy upon 
8 
The laſt thing to be confider'd, toward the Diſcharge 
of the Duty incumbent on Parents to give their Children 
a Religious Education, is the bringing 0 of them to the Biſhop 


to be ſolemnly Confirgi'd, by their taking upon themſelves 


the Yow. Aa: OI Oe ho they emer ico xt 
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This is acknowledg'd by almoſt all Se; and Parties of 
| Chriſtians, to be of Frimiive Antiquity, and of 2 
De, when it is perform'd with that due 
Perſdns for it, by the Miniſters to whoſe Charge they be 
Tong, and with that Seriouſneſs and Solemmity, "which the 
Nature of the ching does require. 

And to that End, it were very defirable, that Cob. 
ions ſhould be more e an and in fmaller numbers at a 
time, chat ſo the Biſhop may ap why himſelf more particu- 
iarly"to' every Perſon that is to be Confirm'd, that by this 
| means the thing we mute the deeper Irnipreſſion, ey 
r them. 

e e e ee both to prevent 
Confuſion, and for the Eaſe alſo of the Biſhop, that his 
Work may not be endlefs, chat dinifers would take Care, 
chat none may "preſent themſelves to rhe "Biſhop, or be 
preſented by the *M7i/Rers," to be confirm! d a ſecond time; 
becauſe a great many are wont to offer themſelves every 
time there is's Confirmation, which is both very diforderly 
aid unreaſonable, there being every whit as little Reafon 
for a ſecond Confirmation, as there is for a ſecond Baptifh : 
And if any Perſon need fo often 8 it is a 

En chat Confirmation has very little effect upon him. 
All Barker and Mothers muſt endeavour, in the Eluth- 
rn of their Children, „ ee Temper 
— 4 — that they ſuit and apply them ves to it 
in e ee a Wh and govern 
— — ty This is like Know- 
= of the Nature of the Ground, to be planted, which 
 Hiubandmen are wont very carefully to enquire into, that 

they may apply the Seti to the Soil, and Plant in it that 
Which is moſt proper for it. 1 

"'Prety Soil is net proper for all forts of Erain, or Fra; 
one Ground is fit for Corr, another for Vmes: And fo it 
is in the Temper and Diſpoſition of Children: Some are 

more capable oe" one Excellency and Virtus than * 


0 
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and Virtue, we ſhould make all the Advantage 
their particular Tempers : This will be a good Direction 
and bo to us to conduct Natue in che way it will maſt 
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which is a great Serret of Nature and \Providence, and it is 
very hard to give a juſt and ſatis factory Account of it. 

Tis good therefore to know the particular Tempers of 
Children, that we may accordingly 2 our Care ti them, 
and manage them to the beſt when we 
— 2 to Good, "We 
may caſt in ſuch Seeds and Priveiples, as by their Suitable 
neſs to their particular Texzpers we judge moſt likely to 
take ſound and deepeſt Root. And when theſe are re 
up, and have taken Poſſeſſion of the Soil, they 
pare it for the Seeds of other Virtues. 

And ſo alſo when' we diſcover i= hee Nene 6 vas 

icular Diſpoſition and Leaning towards any which 
Pas. . — — 
Inſtructions, and plant ſuch Principles in them, as may be 
moſt effeQua] to alter this evil Difpaſition of their Minds; 
that while Nature is tender and flexible, we may gentiy 
bend it the other way: And it is almoſt incretihle what 
range things by Prudence and Patience may be doe, 
towards the rectifying a very perverſe und e e 


ſition. 

This makes it of very great Uſe to-obſerve and diſco- 
ver the Tempers of Children, that in all our In- 
fractions and Management of them, we” may dur 
— — 2 
By this means we may lead and draw them to their Duty 
in Human ways, and ſuch as are much more agreeable to 
their” Temper than Conſtraint and Nevellity, which are 
Harſh, Churliſn, and againſt the Gran. Whatever is 
done with Delight, goes on chearfully; but when Nature 
is compelfd' and forc d, things proceed heavily : Therefore 
when we are forming and faſhioning Childrew"to Religion 
we can of 


— eaſily 
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Every Tem ves ſome particular Advantage wi 
An by NPI may take hold of them and I ile 
ſteer them more caſily; but if we take a contrary courſe, to 
- we muſt expect to meet with great Difficulty and Relu. WM ticy 
Gancy, _ con 
Es I ies, Sen 
particular Diſpoſition of Children,” are like Mind and Tide WM ing 
ſj - together, which will make our Work go on amain. But Wl the 
| _ thoſe Ways and Methods which are apply'd croſs to Na- dou 
1 ture, are like Mind againſt Tide, they make a great Stir Wl per! 
| and Conflict, but a very flow Progreſs: Not that one then 
ö can expect all Parents ſuould be Philoſophers, but that they Will t | 
- ſhould uſe the beſt Wiſdom they have in a matter of ſ are « 
„een Concernment. in tl 
In your Inſtruction of Children, endeavour. to plant i in I 

| them thoſe Principles of Religion and Virtue which ae Wl tied, 
moſt Subſtantial,” and are like to have the beſt Influence Wl (cor! 
upon the future Government of their Lives, and to be of kme 
continual and laſting Uſe to them. Look to the S] thoy 
you ſow, that it be ſound and good, and for the Benefit Bi then 
and Uſe of Mankind; this is to be regarded, as well 1 Pra 
the Ground into which the Seed is caſt. heli 

| Labour to beget in Children 1 2nd 
| © _ thoſe things which are moſt — . and Neceſſary to Bl % 
| the Knowledge of God and our Duty, and to make them Ml Pou- 
f . ſenſible of the great Evil and Danger of Sin, and to work Bi 
l in them a a frm Belief of the next Te and of the Eternal I Lac 
{ ."Reweards and Puniſhments of it. If theſe Principles once bang, 
| take Roar, they will ſpread far and wide, and have a vaſt IM and 
| Influence upon all their Actions; and. unleſs ſome power- They 
| ful Luſt or Temptation to Vice hurry them away, they wind. 
2 Will 1 accompany chem. and ſtick by them as long Cour 
as they live. a fact 
ow Parents, according to their beſt Knowledge and f Zen, 
New — of Religion, in which they themſelves have any þ 


W according to their Zeal 
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without Knowledge, do take great care to plant little and 
il-grounded Opinions: in the Minds of their Children, and 


to faſhion them to a Party, by. infuſing into them the par- 
ticular Notions and Phraſes of a Se, which when they 


come to be 3 have no Subſtance, nor perhaps 


Senſe in them: And by this means, inſtead of. bring- 
ing them up in che — and ſolid Principles of Chri iſtianity, 
they take a great deal of Pains: to inſtruct them in ſome 
doubtful Doctrines of no great Moment in Religion, and 
perhaps falſe at bottom 3 by which, inſtead of teaching 
them to hate Sin, they fix them in Schiſin, aud teach them 
to hate and damn all thoſe that differ from them, and 
xe oppoſite to them; who yet are perhaps much more 
in the Right, and far better Chriſtians than themſelves. 

Indeed nothing is more common, and more to be pi- 
tied, than to ſee with what a confident Contempt and 
Corntul Pity ſome -ll-inſtructed and ignorant People will 
kment the Blindneſs, and Ignorance of | thoſe who have a 
thouſand times + more true Knowledge and Skill than 
themſelves, not only in all other things, but even in tne 
Practice as well as Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli 
belering thoſe who do not reliſh their aftected P — 
and uncouth Forms of Speech, to be ignorant of the 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, and utter Strangers to the Life and 
Power of Godlineſt. 8 

But now, what is the Effect of this miſtaken way of 
Eucation ? The Harveſt is juſt anſwerable to the Huſ- 
bmdry : As they have. ſown, ſo they muſt expect to reap, 
and inſtead of good Grain, to have Cockle and Tares. 
They have ſown the Wind, and they ſhall reap the Whirl- 
vnd. Inſtead of true Religion, and of a ſober peaceable 
Converſation, there will come up new and wild Opinions, 
2 fictious and-uncharitable Spirit, a furious and boiſterous 
Zeal, which will neither ſuffer Es: to be 2 nor 
any uy; that 4 is A them. | ps? 
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But if you deſire to reap the Effects of true Piety any 
Religion, you muſt take Care to plant in Children the u 
main and ſubſtantial Principles of Chriſtianity ; which may Ml to 
give them a general Byaſs to Holineſs and 'Goodneſs, and if 
not to little particular Opinions, which being once fd ut 
in them by the ſtrong Prejudice of Elucation, will hardy 
ever be rooted ou. | A Pugs 1 
Do all that in you lies to check and diſcourage in them thi 
the firſt Beginnings of Sin and Vice; pluck them up by Wl wh 
the Roots, ſo ſoon as ever they appear; this is like the Will ore 
weeding of Corn, which is a neceſſary piece of good tee 
 Husbandry. Vices, like ill Weeds, grow apace, and if they f 
once take to the Soil, it will be hard to extirpate and kill N ci 
them; but if we watch them, and cut them up as ſoon n t 
as they appear, this will diſcourage the Root and make it ther 
. . at "on be f 
Therefore take great heed, that your Children be not ut 
| Habituated and accuſtomed to any evil Courſe. A Vice if nee! 
that is of any conſiderable Growth and Continuance wil beca 
ſoon grow Obſtinate, and having once ſpread its Roots, i and 
it will be a very difficult matter to clear the Ground of it; Wl nd 
a Child may be fo long neglected till he be overgrown W tht 
with Vice to that degree, that it may be out of the Powe WM be br; 
of Parents ever to bring him to good Fruit. If it one x. 
gain upon the deprav d Diſpoſition of Children, it vl be forw: 
one of the hardeſt Things in the Werld to give a ſtop to for p- 
it; we are cautioned to ?ake heed of being harden d by th 
Deceitfulneſi of Sin, which they who go on in an ei 
Courſe will moſt certainly be; we ſhould obſerve the fir 
Appearances of Evil in Children, and kill theſe young Se: 
pents as ſoon as they ſtir, left they bite to Death. 
When they are capable of it, bring them to the publil 
' Worſhip of God, where he has promis d his more eſpeci 
- Preſence. It is in Zion, the place of God's publick Wot- 
ſhip, where the Lord hath commanded the Bleſing, tvWeyeric 
Life for evermore. Theſe are the Means which God h 
FE” | - appointed 
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appointed for the Beginning, and Increaſing of Grace in 
us, This is the obs where the Angel 1 come, and 
to move the Naters; carry your Children thither, where 
if they diligently attend, they may meet with an Oppor- 

When they come from Church, call them frequently to 
an account of what they have heard and learn d there; 
this will make them both to attend more diligently to 
what they hear, and to lay it up in their Memories with 

Care; which will ſo fix it there, as to make a 
deeper and more laſting Impreſſion upon their Minds, © 

Be careful more eſpecially to put them upon the Exer- 
ciſe and Practice of Religion and Virtue, in ſuch Inſtances 
a their, Underſtanding and Age are capable of; Teach 
them ſome ſhort and proper Forms of Prayer to God, to 
be {aid by them devoutly upon their Knees in private, at 

not i laſt every Morning and Evening. A great many Children 
Vice WY neglect this, not from any ill Diſpoſition of Mind, but 
wil becauſe no Body takes Care to teach them how to do it; 
oots, i 20d if they were taught and put upon doing it, the Habit 
f it; {ſod Cuſtom of any thing will after a little while make 
own i that cafie and delightful enough, which they cannot at firſt 
owe WW brought to, without great Difficulty and Reluctance. 
once ll Knowledge and Practice do mutually promote and help 
ill be forward one another; Knowledge prepares and diſpoſes 
op to for Practice, and Practice is the belt way to perfect Know- 
e edge in any kind. Meer Speculation is à very raw and 
ner mae thing, in Compariſon of true and diſtinct Know- 
e firt Wedge, which is gotten by Practice and Experience. The 
moſt exact Skill in Geography is nothing, compared with 
the Knowledge of that Man, who, beſides the ſpeculative 
Part, has travelled over and 'carefully-view'd the Countries 
he has read of; the moſt knowing Man in the Art and 
Rules of Navigation, is no Body in Compariſon of an 
Eperienced_Pilot and Seaman : Becauſe Knowledge per- 
fected by Practice is as much different from meer 'Spect- 
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the Care of both is beſt, and therefore, with the Leave 


1 6 lation, as athe Skill 'of doing a thing, is from being tan “ 
* how a thing is to be done. For Men may eaſily miſtake ** 
1 Rules, but frequent Practice and Experience are ſeldom i 
ll. deceiv'd. . Give me a Man that conſtantly does a thing oc 
þ well, and that ſhall faticfie me that he knows how t vl . 
ll it. That Saying of our Saviour, F any Man will ds m by 
Will, le ſhall know' of the Doctrine, whether it be of Cu 
or whether I ſpeak of my ſelf, is a clear Demonſtration ai 
this-Matter, that they underſtand the Will of God bet 
who are moſt careful to do it; and fo alſo the beſt wy ® 
to know what God is, is to tranſcribe his PerfeQions ini © 
our Liyes and Actions, to be Holy, and Juſt, and G 
and Mercifl, as he is. 1 
Therefore when the Minds of Children are once tio 
roughly poſſeſt with the true Principles of Religion, we - 
ſhould bend all our Endeavours to put them upon the b. "© 
Rice of what they know. Let them rather be taught to # 
do well than to talk well; rather te avoid what is Evi, 
ia all its Shapes and Appearances, and to practiſe their Du- 3» 
ty in the ſeveral Inſtances of it, than to /peak with H © 
Tongues of Men and Av gels. Unto Man he ſaid, Behol 4 | 
the fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from 4 
Evil is UDnderſtanding. Hereby, ſays S. Jolm, we know that iy: 
we know him, if we keep his Commandments ; he that ſail 
I know him, and keepeth not his Commandments, is a Han * 
- and the Truth is not in hm. like 
_ | , Xenophon tells us, that the Perſians, inſtead of making z 
their Children learned, taught them to be Virtuous ; ad - 
inſtead of filling their Heads with fine Speculations, taught yer 
them Honeſty, Sincerity and Reſolution, and endeavoured i or 
| make them iſe, Valiant, Juſt and Te nperate. Hui bool 
| alſo in the Inſtitution of the Lacedemonian CommorBi |. 
j wealth, took no Care about Learning, but only about th ſabe 
* Lives and Manners of their Chillren: Tho 1 ſhould think 


| 
L 10 f ore:t and wiſe a Lawgiver, I caanot but think that * 
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was a Defect in his Inſtitution: Becauſe Learning, if it be 
under the Conduct of true Wiſdom and Goodneſs, is not 
only an Ornament, but a great Advantage to the better 
Government of any Kingdom or Common-wealth. _ 

Great Care and Diligence muſt be us'd in this whole 
pulineſs of "Education, and more particularly in the Inftru- 
dun of Children ; the Principles of Religion and Virtue 
muſt be inſtilled and dropt into them, 8 ſuch Degrees and 
in ſach a Meaſure, as they are capable of receiving them ; 
for Children are narrow-mouth'd Veſſels, and a great deal 
cannot be pour d into them at once. T1 

They muſt alſo be accuſtom'd to the Practice and Ex- 
eciſe of Religion and Goodneſs by Degrees, till Holineſs 
and Virtue have taken Root, and they be well ſettled and 
wnfirm'd in a good Courſe. Nowy this requires conſtant 
Attendance, and even the Patience of the nn tor 
wait for the Fruit of our Labours. | 

In ſome Children the Sceds that are ſown fall into æ 
geater Depth of Earth, and therefore are of a flow Diſ- 
colure, and it may be a conſiderable time before they ap- 
pear above Ground. *Tis long before they ſhoot and gro- 
up to any "Height, and yet they may afterwards every 
way extend themſelves ; which, ay an ingenious Author 
obſerves, ſhould excite the Care, and prevent the Deſpair . 
of Parents; for if their Children be not ſuch ſpeedy Sprea- 
ders and Branchers as the Vine, they may perhaps prove 
like the Olive that is long in growing, but | in its * 8 
i abundantly fruitful. 

ITis a Work of great Pains and Dificulty't to rectiſie a 
perverſe Diſpoſition; tis more eaſie to palliate the Corruption 
of Nature, but the Cure of it requires Time and careful 
hoking to; an Evil Temper and Inclination may be co- 

rer'd and conceal'd, but it is a great Work to conquer and 
ſubdue it. It muſt firſt be check d and ſtopt in its Courſe, 
and then weaken d, and the force of it be broken by De- 

1 | | tie 
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grees, and at haſt, if it be pail,” deftroy'd and rooted 
ous :: 

To all theſe Means we muſt add our conſtant and ex: 
neſt Prayers to God for our Children, that his Grace may 
take an early Poſſeſſion of them ; that he would give 
them virtuous Inclinations, and towardly Diſpoſitions for 
Goodneſs; and that he would be pleas d to accompany al 
our Endeayours to that End with his powerful Aſſiſtance 
on} Os without which all we can do will prove in 
'Y 

Be often then upon your Knees foe your Children, do 
not only teach them to pray for themſelves, but do you 
alſo. with great Fervour and Earneſtneſs commend them 15 
| God, and 70. the Power of his Grace, which alone is able 

to ſanctiſie them. Beg his Holy Spirit, and ask Divine 
os re and Wiſdom for them of him, who giveth to 
all liberally, and upbraideth not; beſeech him to ſeaſon 
their tender Years with his Fear, wikchs is the beginning of 
Wiſdom ; pray for them as Abraham. did Tor e 
that Iſmael may live in thy figur. 

Many Parents having found all their Endeavours for i 
long Time together ineffectual, have at length beraken 
themſelves to Prayer, earneſt and importunate Prayer to 
God as their aſt Refuge. Monica the Mother of St. Auſin, 
by the Conſtancy and Importunity of her Prayers, obtain d 
of God the Converſion of her Son, who prov d after- 
- wards ſo great and glorious an Inſtrument of Good to 
the Church of God: According to what St. Ambroſe Br 
ſhop of Milan, to encourage her to perſevere in her fer- 

Prayers for her Son, had ſaid to her, e 
2 Prayers and Tears ſhould miſcarry. | 
- Grace is 3 * not likely but that God od wei at laſt 
| give his Bleſſing t to. our carneſt macs gs ae I 

| Vs. | 
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am ſatisfyd there are a great many People who will 
have: no Reliſh for ſuch ſerious and religious Leſſons, and 
wil prefer thoſe Parts of this Diſcourſe, in which the Sub- 

ject is treated of with reſpect more to the Moral than the 
Cirifian Life; others there are who will take theſe Rules 
for Education to be too General, and deſire that in a Mat- 
ter of ſo great Importance, we had yet been more parti- 
cular in giving the Mother Directions for the Diſcharge of 
the Truſt committed to her by God and Nature, in the 
Well-breeding up of her Children. To give the latter Sa- 

titaction, we. ſball imploy ſtill a fevwy Pages more on this 
Subject, endeavour to ſearch it to the Bottom, and diſco- 
rer all the Secrets of it, for the Uſe of Wiſe, Virtuous and 
eng ⅛ V ĩðV d ðâvd ĩð⁊2ͤ a4; 
Mens Happineſs or Miſery is, for the moſt Part, of 
their own making. He whoſe Mind directs not wiſely, 
will never take the right ways; and he whoſe Body is cra- 
| and feeble, will neyer be able to advance in it. I con- 
fels there are ſome Men's Conſtitutions of Body and Mind 
ſo Vigorous, and well fram'd. by Nature, that they need 
not much Aſſiſtance from others; but by the ſtrength of 
their natural Genius, they are from their Cradles carry d to- 
wards what is Excellent, and by the Privilege of their hap- 
py Conſtitutions are able to do Wonders; but Examples of 
this kind: are but few, and I think, I may ſay, that of all 


4 


| the Men we meet with, nine Parts of ten are what they 


re, good or evil, uſeful or not, by their Elucatiun. Tis 
that which makes the great Difference in Mankind. The 
little or almoſt inſenſible Impreſſions on our tender Infan- 
cies, have very important and laſting Conſequences. And 
there tis, as in the | Fountains of ſome Rivers, where a 
gentle Application of the Hand turns the flexible Waters in- 
to Channels, that make them take quite contrary Courſes, 
and by this little Direction given them at firſt in the Source, 
they receive different Tendencies, and arrive at laſt at very 
remote and. diſtant Places. 1 REES 
Se I 4 Jet _Þ 
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I imagine the Minds of Child-en as eaſily turn d this or 
a way as Water it ſelf; and tho' this be the principal part, 


and our main Care ſhould be about the Inſide, yet the Claj- 


Cottage is not to be neglected. I ſhall therefore treat a 
the Caſe in which the Mind is incloſed, and conſider the 
| Health of the Body. How neceſſary Health is to our Bu- 
ſineſs and Happineſs, and how requilite.a ſtrong Conſtitu- 
tion, able to endure Hardſhips and Fatigues, is to one that 
will make any Figeve in me World, i is too obvious to need 
any Proof. 
 - The Conſideration I ſhall here hikes of Bealth, ſhall be, 
not what a Pfyſician ought to do with a ſick or craſie Child, 
but what the Parents without the help of Phyſick ſhould 
do for the Preſervation and Improvement of an Health 
or at leaſt not ſickly Conſtitution in their Children; and the 
perhaps might be al diſpatch'd in this one ſhort Rule; that 
Gentlemen ſhou'd uſe their Children, as the honeſt Farmer 
and ſubtantial Yeomen do theirs. But becauſe the Mother} 
may poſſibly think this a little too hard, and the Father; 
too ſhort, I ſhall explain my ſelf more particularly, only 
laying down this as a general and certain Obſervation ſor 
the Women to conſider, that moſt Childrens Conſtitutions 
. are either TG: or at leaſt harm'd, * Cockering and Ten- 
derneſs. 5 
he firſt thing to be taken Care of i is, that ci en be 
not too warmly Clad or Cover'd, Winter or Summer. The 
Face, when we are born, is no leſs tender than any other 
part of the Boch, tis Uſe alone hardens it, and makes it 
more able to endure the Cold: And therefore the Scythian 
Philoſopher gave a very ſignificant Anſwer to the Athenian, 
_ who wonder'd how he could go naked in Froſt and Snom; 
How, ſaid the Scythian, can you endure your Face exposd to 
the ſparp Winter Air? My Face is us d to it, ſaid the Athr- 
nian. Think me all Face, reply d the Scythian. Our Bodies 
will endure any thing which _ are A e Ne to from 


tho begining, i 
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An eminent Inſtance of this, tho? in the contrary Ex- 
ces of Heat, being to our preſent Purpoſe, to ſhew what 


- Uſe can do, I ſhall ſet dowa in the Author's Words, as I. 


meet with it in a late Ingenious Voyage. The Heats, /ays- 
« he, are more violent in Malta than in any part of Europe. 
# They exceed thoſe of Rome it ſelf, and are perfectiy ſti- 
« fling, and ſo much the more becauſe there are ſeldom a- 
« ny cooling Breezes there. This makes the common Peo- 
« ple as black as Gypſies. But yet the Peaſants defiothe San. 
They work on in the hotteſt paft of the Day without 
Intermiſſion, or ſheltering themſelves from his ſcorching, 
« Rays. This has convinced me that Nature can briug her 
« ſelf to many Things, which ſeem impoſlible; provided. 
« we accuſtom our ſelves from our Infancy; the Malyeſes 
4 do ſo, who harden the Bodies of their Children,, and re- 


4 concile them to the Hear, by making them go ſtark 


Naked, without Shirt, Drawers, | or any thing on their 
f 55 from their Cradles, till (FREY re Ten. * 
1 0 : ; 
Give me leave ene to adviſe you, * to "op 
cxcefully acainſt the Cold of this our Climate; there 
thoſe in England who: wear the ſame Cloaths Winter 
Summer, and that without any Inconvenience er more 


Senſe of Cold than others find; but if the Mother will 


needs have an. Allowance. for Froſt and Suom for fear of- 
Harm, and the Father for fear of Cenſure, be ſure let not 
his Winter Cloathing be too warm, ande among other 
Things remember, that when Nature has ſo well cover d 


lis Head with Hair, and. ſtrengthen'd it with a: Year or 


Two's Age, that he can run-about by- Day without a Ch. 
it is beſt that by Night a Child ſhould- alſo lie without one,, 
there being nothing that more expoſes to Head. Aclu, Golds,. 
Catarrhs, Conghs, and ſeveral other Diſcaſes,. than bee | 
the Head warm. | 
I have ſaid he in this Place; — my Principal Fro 
u the following. Par 8: 1 57 b. Ae & 
1 Fae Fs Jung: 


— 
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young Gentleman ſhould be brought up from his T#fancy 

which in all Things will not ſo perfectly ſuit the Fa. 
cation of Daughters: I have treated of that amply e- 
nough Already, and where the Difference of Sex requires 


different Treatment, *rwill be no hard Matter to diſtin- 


1th. 


I would ao adviſe his Feet to be waſhed every Day in 


Cold Water, and to have his Shoes ſo thin, that they may 
leak and let in the Water, whenever he comes near it. 


Here I fgar I ſhall have the Miſfre/s and the Maids againſt 
me; one will think it too filthy, and the other perhaps 
too much Pains to make clean his Stockings; but yet 


truth will have it, that his Health is much more worth 
than all ſuch Conſiderations, yea ten times as much more; 
and he that conſiders how miſchievous and mortal a 
Thing taking er in the Fer is to thoſe who have been 


bred nicely, will wiſh he had with the poor Peoples Chil- 


dren gone barefoot, who by that Means come to be fo re- 
concil'd by Cuſtom to Wer in their Feet; that they take 
no more cold or harm by i it, than if they were wer in their 
Hands. And what is it, I pray, that makes this great Dif- 
ference between the Hand, and the Feet in others, but only 
Cuſtom? I doubt not if a Man had been always us d to 
e ee one while his Hands were con- 
tly wrapt up in warm Mittins, and cover d with Hand- 
ſboes, as the Dureh call Gloves; I doubt not, I ſay, ſuch a 
Cuſtom would" make taking Vet in his Hands as dange- 
rous to him, as now taking Wer in their Feet is to a 
many others. The way to prevent this is to have his 
Shoes made ſo as to leak Water, and his Feet waſh'd con- 
feantly every Day in cold Water; it is recommendable for 
its Channel, but that which J aim at in it is Healrh, and 


therefore 1 Hmit it not preciſely to any Time of the Dey. 


1 have known it usd every Night with very good Succels, 
and that all the Vinter, without the omitting it one Night 
ia * Cold wether. When thick Ice cover d the 

| Water, 
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Water, the Child bath'd his Legs and Feet in it, tho he 
was of an Age not — wipe haha hk 
ſelf, n very” * 
Tender; but the great End being to harden by a fre- 

quent and familiar Uſe of cold Water, and thereby to pre- 

vent the Miſchiefs that uſually attend accidental taking Mer: 


in the Feet, in thoſe who are bred otherwiſe, I think it 


may be left to the Prudence and Convenience of Parents, 
to chuſe either Night or Morning ; the Time I deem indif: 
ferent, ſo the Thing be effectuallyj done. The Health and 
Hardineſs procur d by it, would be a good Purchaſe at a 
much dearer Rate; to which if I add the preventing of 
Corns, that to ſome Men would be a very valuable Conſi- 
deration. But begin firſt in the Spring with Lukewarm, 
and ſo Coller and Colder every Time, till in a few Days 
you come to perfectly cold Water, and then continue it ſo 


Winter and Summer; for it is to be obſerv'd in this, as in 


all other Alterations from our ordinary way of living, the 
Changes muſt be made by gentle and inſenſible Degrees, 
and ſo we may bring e 
Pain, and without Danger. 

How fond Mothers are like to receive this Doétrine, is 
not hard to foreſee; what can it be leſs than to murder 
their tender Babes, to uſe them thus? What! put theie 
Feet into cold Water, in Froſt and Snom, when all one can 
do is little enough to keep them Warm? Alittle to remove 
their Fears by Examples, without which the plaineſt Rea - 
ſon is ſeldom hearken'd to, Senera tells us of himſelf, that 
he us d to bath himſelf in cold Spring Water in the midſt 
of Winter. This, if he had not thought it not only tole · 
rable but healthy too, he would ſcarce have done in an Ex- 
uberant Fortune, that cou d well have born the Expence of 
a warm Bath, and in an Age (tor he was then old) that 
would have excuſed greater Indulgence: If we think his 
Stoical Principles led him to Severity, let it be ſo, that this 
$2 reconciled cold Water to his Suffcrance; what made it 

| AE 
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agreeable to his Health? for that Was not impair'd by this th 
hard Uſage. But what S — ne 
not himielf on the Reputation of any $4, and leaſt of all b 
affected Stoical Auſterities? Yet he aſſures us, he was n 
wont in the Winter Seaſon to bathe himſelf in cold Wa- 7 
ter. But perhaps Iraly will be thought much warmer than th 
England, and the Chilneſs of their Wazers not come near on 
ours in Minter. If the Rivers of Italy are warmer, thoſe E. 
of Germany and Poland are much colder, than any in this Bl 
our Country, and yet in theſe the Fews, both Men and Ho- 4 
men, bathe all over at all Seaſons of the Year, without any 
Prejudice to their Health. And every one is not apt to be- 
lieve it is a Miracle, or any peculiar Virtue of St. Wine- 
fred*s Well, that makes the cold Waters of that famous 

Spring do no harm to the tender Bodies that'bathe in it. 
Every one is now full of the Miracles done by cold Baths,” 
on decay'd and weak Conſtitutions, for the Recovery of 
Health and Strength; and therefore they cannot be im- 
pradticable or intolerable, for the improving and harden- 
. in better ircumſtan- 


It theſe Examples of grown Men be not highs er to 

reach the Caſe of Children, but that they may be judg d 

4 ſtill ro be too tender and unable to bear ſuch Uſage, let 
them examine what the Germans of old, and the 1rifh now 

do to them, and they will find that Iafants too, as tender 
as they are thought, may without any danger endure bath- 
ing, not only of their Feet, but of their whole Bodies in 
* cold Water. And there are at this Day Ladies in the High- 
= ads of Scotland, who uſe this Diſcipline to their Children 
. in the midſt of Winter, and ne that et does them 
ll LEE I at e e tion, Maile W 
of an Age able to learn, and has any one to teach him; 
tis that ſaves many a Man's Life, and the Romans thought 


j : 3 that they rank id it with Letters. Ltd 
t 


was * 
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nothing, that he had neither Learnt to read nor to ſwims 
but beſides the gaining a Skill which may ſerve him at 


need, the Advantages to Health, by often bathing in cold 
Hater, during the Heat of Summer, are 10 many; that I 


think nothing need to be ſaid to encourage it, provided this 


one Caution be us d, that he never go into Water, when 
Exerciſe has at 1 warm d A. or left any: adden W 
Blood or Pulſe. 

Another thing that i is of great 8 every ones 
Healch, but eſpecially Childrens, is to be much in the open 
Air, and very little as may be by the Fire even in Winters 


by this he — himſelf alſo. to Hear and Call,. 
Hine and Rain, all which if à Man's Body will not endure, | 


it will ſerve. him to very little purpoſe in this World; and 
when he is grown up, it is too late to begin to uſe him 


to itʒ it mult be got early and by Degrees. Then the Bo- 
dy may be brought to bear almoſt any thing. If I ſhould 
adviſe him to play in the Vind and the Sun without a Hat, 


I doubt wil 
land Object 
mount to no more in Truth, than being Sum- At And 


it would be born, there would a thou- 


if my young Maſter be to be kept always in the Shade for 


fear of his Complexion, and never be expos d to the Sun 
and Mind, it may be a good way to make him a Beau, but 
not a Man of Buſineſß. And tho greater Regard be to be had 
to Beauty in the Daughters, yet I will take the Liberty to 
fy, without Prejudice to their Faces, the ſtronger and 


bealthfuller they will be; and the nearer they come to the 


Hardſhips of their Brothers in their Education, the greater 


Advantage nnr 


of their Lires. 
| Playing in the oben Air has but this one Danger in it 


that I know, and that is, that when he is hot with run- 
ning up and. down, he ſhould fit or lie down on the 


9 This, I grant, and drinking cold 


— 


be made againſt it, which at laſt would a- 
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Water, brings more People to the Grave, or to the brink ff Jr. 
of it, by Fevers or other Diſeaſes, than any thing I know, Cr 

Theſe Miſchiefs are eaſily enough prevented while he is del 
little, being then ſeldom out of ſight; and if during his m 
Childhood he be conſtantly and rigorouſly kept from {ſitting 
on the Ground, or drinking any cold Liquor while he is 5. 
Hor, the Cuſtom of forbearing grown into Habit wrill help Wl fee 

much to preſerve him when he is no longer under his m 
Maid's or Tutor's Eye. This is all T think can be done in eff 
the caſe; for as Years encreaſe, Liberty muſt come with Dit 
them, and in a great many things be muſt be truſted to in 
his own' Conduct, ſince they cannot always-be/a Guard Na 
upon him, except what you have put into bis own Mind bei 
by good Principles and eftabliſhd Habits, which is the beſt ten 
and ſureſt Guide, and therefore moſt to be taken Care of; Ml juſ 
for from repeated Cautions and Rules never ſo often in- n 
culcated, you are not to expect any thing, either in this BI " 
|  or-any other Caſe, farther than Prazfice has eſtabliſh'drhem hay 
into Habs. © wi 
One thing the mention of the Girls brings into wy ere 
Mind, which muſt not be forgot, and that is that your lg 

_ Son's Cloaths be never made ffrait, eſpecially about the 
Breaſt; let Nature have ſcope to faſhion the Body as ſhe 
thinks fit; ſhe works of her ſelf a great deal better and 
exacter than we can direct her. And if Women were 
themſelves to frame the Bodies of their Children in their 
WWombs, as they often endeavour to mend their Shapes when 
they are out, we ſhould as certainly have no perfect Chil- 
dem born, as we have few well ſhaped, that are ſtrait lar, 
and much tamper'd with. This Conſideration ſhould, me- 
thinks, keep buſie People, I will not fay Ignorant Nurſe: 
and Bodice-makers, from meddling in a Matter they under- 
ſtand not; and they ſhould be afraid of putting Natureout 
of her way in faſhioning the Parts, when they know not 
how the leaſt and meaneſt is made. And yet J have ſeen 
3 receiving great harm from 
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frait lacing, that I cannot but conclude; there are other 


Creatures as well as Monkies, who, little wiſer than they, 
deſtroy their young Ones by ſenſeleſs Fondneſs, and too 


Narrow . ip ſhort and Rinking Breath, ill | 
and Crookedneſs, are the natural and almoſt conſtant Et — 
fect of hard Bodice, and Cloaths that pinch; that way of 
making lender Wafts and fine Shapes, ſerves but the more 
effectually to ſpoil them. Nor can there indeed but be 
Diſproportion' in the Parts, when the Nouriſhment prepared 
in the ſeveral Offices of the Body, cannot he diſtributed as 
Nature deſigns; and therefore what wonder is it, if it 
being laid where it can, on ſome part not ſo brac'd, it of- 
ten makes a Shoulder or a Hip higher or bigger than its 


juſt Proportion? Tis generally known that the Homes | 


in China, imagining I know not what kind of Beauty in 


it, by bracing and binding them hard from their Infancy, 


have very little Feet. I ſaw lately a pair of Chma Shoes, 

which I was told were for a grown Woman; they were {0 
exceedingly diſproportion d to the Feet of one of the ſame 
Age among us, that they would ſcarce have been big e- 
nough for one of our little Girls. Beſides this, tis obſer- | 
ved that their Women are alſo very little and ſhort liv'd; 

whereas the Men are of the ordinary Stature of other Men, 
nd live to a proportionable Age. The Defecbs in the Fe- 
male Sex in that Country are by ſome imputed to the un- 
reaſonable binding ot their Feet, by which the free Circu- 
lation of the Blood is hinder d, and the Growth and Health 
of the whoſe Body ſuffer. How often do we ſee that ſome 
ſmall part-of the Foot being injur'd by a Wrench or a Blow, 
the whole Leg or Thigh loſes by it their Strength and Nou- 
riſhment, and dvyindle away? How much greater Incon- 
reniencies may we expect when the Breaft,” within which 
i plac'd the Heart and Seat of Life, is unnaturally com- | 
elude om Bs apo? By 
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As for his Diet, it ought to be very plain and ſimple, 
and if I might adviſe, Fleſſ ſhould be forborn as long as 
he is in Coats, or at leaſt till he is two or three Vears Old. 
But whatever Advantage this may be to his preſent and fu- 
ture Health and Strength; I tear it will hardly be conſented 
to by Parents, miſ- led by the Cuſtom of eating too much 
Fleſn themſelves; wha will be apt to think their Children, 
as they do themſelves, in danger to be ſtarved, if they 
have not Fleſh at leaſt twice a Day. This J am ſure of, 


Ghildren would breed their Trerh with leſs Danger, be freer 


from Diſeaſes while they are little, and lay the Foundation 
ef an Healthy and Strong Conſtitution much furer, if 
they were not cramm'd ſo much as they are by fond 
Mothers and fooli/p Servants, and were kept wholly from 
Fleſh, the firſt three or four Years of their Lives. 
But if my Young Maſter muſt needs have-Fle/þ, let it be 
but once a Day, and of one ſort at a Meal: Plain Beef, 
Mutton, Veal, &c. without other Sauce than Hunger, is 
beſt; and great care ſhould be us'd that he eat Bread plen- 
tifully, both alone and with every thing elſe; and whate- 
ver he eats that is ſolid, make him chew it well. The 
Engliſh are often negligent herein; from wheffce follow In- 
Aigeſtion and other great Inconvenience.  _ 
For Breakfaſt. and Supper, Milk, Milk Porrage, Water- 
Gruel, and Flummery, and twenty other things that we 
are wont to make in England, are very. fit for Children; 
only in all theſe let care be taken, that they be plain, with- 
out much mixture, and very ſparingly. ſeaſon d with Sigar, 
or rather none at all; eſpecially all Spice: and other things 
that may heat the Blood, are carefully to be avoided. - Be 
| {paring alſo of Salt in the ſeaſoning of all his:Vidzals, and 
uſe him not to high ſeaſon d. Meats. Our Palares grow 
into a reliſh and liking of the Seaſoning and Cookery, which 
by Cuſtom, they are ſet to; and an over-much uſe of Salt, 
beſides that it oecaſions Trl, and even much Drinking, 
has other ill Effects upon the Body. I ſhould think 0 
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good piece of well-made and well-bak'd Brown Bread, 
ſometimes with, and ſometimes without Butter or Cheeſe, 
would be often the beſt Breakfaſt for my young Maſter; I 
am ſure tis wholeſome; and will make him” as ſtrong a 
Man, as greater Delicaties: And if he be us d to it; Will 
be as pleaſant to him. If he at any time calls for Vidtual. 


between Meals, uſe him to nothing but Bread: If he be 


hungry more than wanton, Bread it felf will down; and if 
he be not hungry, tis not fit he ſhould ear. By this he 
will come to be in love with Bread; for, as I faid, our 
Palates and Stomaths too are pleas d with the things we are 
us d to. By this alſo he will be taught to eat no more and 
no oftner than Nature requires. I do not think that all 
Peoples Appetites are alike: Some have naturally ſtrong- 


er and ſome weaker Stomachs: But this 1 think, that 


many are made Gormands and Gluttons by Cuſtom, that 
were not fo by Nature: And J ſee in ſome Countries 
Men as luſty and ſtrong that eat but two Meals a Day, as 
others that have ſet their Sꝰomacihis, by a conſtant uſage, like 
Larums, to call on them for four or five. 00009000 
The Romans uſually faſted till Supper, the only ſer Meals 
even of thoſe who eat more than once a Day; and thoſe 
who us d Breakfaſts, as ſome did at Eight, ſome at Ten, 
others at Twelve of the Clock, neither eat Fleſh, nor had 
any thing made ready for them. Auguſtus, when the 
greateſt Monarch on the Earth, telis us, he took a bit of 
dry Bread in his Chariot. And Seneca, giving an Account. 
how he manag'd himſelf, even when he was Old, and his 
Age permitted Indulgence, ſays, that he us'd to ent a piece 
of dry Bread for his Dinner, without the Formality of ſit- 
ting to it, tho' his Eſtate would have as' well paid for a 
better Meal, had Health requir'd it, as any Subject's in Er- - 


gland, were it doubled. The Maſters of the World were 


bred up with this ſpare Diet; and the young Gentlemen of 
Rome felt no want of Strength or Spirit, becauſe they eat 
but once a Day. Or if it happen'd by Chance that any wer 
12 bd, N 5 | _ could 
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could not. faſt fo long as till Supper, their only ſet Meal, 


he took nothing but a bit of dry Bread, or at moſt a few 
Ruiſius, or ſome ſuch light thing with it. This part of 
Temperance was found ſo neceſſary, both for Health and 
Bulineſs, that the Cuftom of only one Meal a Day held 
out againſt that prevailing Luxury which their Eaſtern Con- 
queſts and Spoils had brought in among them; and thoſe 
who had given up their old frugal eating, and made Feaſts, 
yet began them not till the Evening. More than one fer 
Meal a Day was thought ſo monſtrous, that it was a Re- 
proach, as low down as Ceſar's time, to make an Enter- 
tainment, or fit down to a. Table, till towards Sun-ſet; 
and therefore, if it would not be thought too ſevere, I 
ſhould judge it moſt convenient, that my young Maſter 
ſhould have nothing but Bread too for- Breakfaſt, You can- 
not imagine of what Force Cuſtom is, and I impute a 
great part of our Dilcaſes in England to our eating too 
much Fleſh, and too little Bread. 

As to his Meals, 1 ſhould think it beſt, that, as muck 
as it can be conveniently avoided, they. ſnould not be kept 
conſtantly to an Hour; for when Cuſtom has fix'd his ear- 
ing to certain ſtated Periods, his Stomach will expect Viual. 
at the uſual Hour, and grow peeviſh if he paſſes it; either 
fretting it ſelf into a troubleſome Exceſs, or flagging into 
a downright want of Appetite; wherefere I would have 
no time kept conſtantly for his Breakfaſt, Dinner and Sup- 
per. but rather vary'd almoſt every Day. And if between 
theſe which I call Meals, he will ear, let him haye, as.of- 
ten as he calls for it, good dry Bread: | If any one think 
this too hard and ſparing a Diet for a Child, let them know, 
that a Child will never ſtarve nor dwindle for want of 
Nouriſhment, who beſides Heſh at Dinner, hath Spoon- meat 
or ſome ſuch other thing at Supper, and may have good 
Bread and Beer as often as he has a 8 The Morn- 
ing is generally deſign d for Study, to which a full Stomach 
is but an all a Dry Bread, tho the beſt Nou- 

riſhment, 
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The Mora R. 187 
riſhment, has the leaſt Temptation; and no Body would 
have a Child cram d at Breakfaſt, who has any regard to 


his Mind or Body, and would not have him dull and un- 
healthy. Nor et any one think this unſuitable to 'one of 


Eſtate and Condition; a Gentleman in any Age ought to 


be ſo bred, as to be fitted to bear Arms and be a Soldier; 
but he that breeds his Son fo as if he defign'd him to ſleep 
over his Life in the Plenty and Eaſe of a full Fortune he 
intends to leave him, little conſiders the e he has | 
ſeen, or the Age he lives in. | 

His Print ſhould be only Small Beer and that too "a 


ſhould never be ſuffer'd to have between Meals; but after | 


he had eat a piece of Bread. More Fevers and Swrfeits are 
got by Peoples drinking when they are hot, than by any 
one thing I know ; for which Reaſon, if by Play he be 
hot and dry, Bread will ill go down, and ſo if he cannot 
have Drink but upon that Condition, he will be forc'd to 
forbear; for it he be very hot, he ſhould by no means 
drink; at leaſt a good piece of Bread firſt to be eaten, will 
gain time to warm the Beer Blood hor,” which then he may 
ſafely drink; if he be very dry, it willgo down ſo warm d. 
and quench his Thirſt better; and if he will not drink it ſo 
warm'd, abſtaining will not hurt him. Beſides, this will 
teach him to forbear, which is an Habit of n vie 


for Health of Body and Mind too. 


Not being permitted to Drin without eating, will pre- 
vent the Cuſtom of having the Cup often at his Neſe; a 
dangerous Beginning and Preparation to good Fellowſhip. 
Men often bring habitual Hunger and Thirſt on themſelves 
by Cuſtom ; and if you pleaſe to try, you may, tho he be 
wean d from it, bring him by uſe to ſuch a Neceſlity a- 
gain of drinking in the Night, that he will not de able to 
lep without it; it being the Lullaby us d by Nwrſes to ſtill 
crying Children. I believe Mothers generally find ſome _ 


difficulty to wean their Children from drinking in the 


NEE! when they firſt take them Home, Believe it, 
Cuſtom | 
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prevuils as much by Day as by Nighyi and you 
may 3 eee e n every 
Hour. | 


„There was a Child in a ah Family, to which they 


gave Drink to appeaſe him Is often as he was froward 
and cry d; thus he was conſtantly bibbing; and tho he 
could not ſpeak, yet he drank more in twenty four Hours 
than a moderate Man did. Try it when you pleaſe, you 
may with ſmall Beer as well as ſtrong Beer, drink your ſelf 
into a Drought, The great thing to be minded in Eluca- 
tion, is, what Habits. you ſettle; therefore in this as in all 
other things, do not begin to make any thing Cuſiomary, 
the Practice of - which you would not have continue and 
incteaſe. It is convenient for Health and Sobriety, todrink 
no more than natural Thirſt requires, and he that cats not 
falt Meats, nor drinks ſtrong Drink, will ſeldom thirſt be- 
tween Meals, un eſs he has been accuſtom'd to fuch unſea- 
ſonable drinking. 

Above all, take great « care that he ſeldom, if ever, taſte | 
any Wine or ſtrong Drink. There is nothing ſo ordinarily 
given Children in England, and nothing ſo deſtructive to 
them. They ought never to drink any ffrong Liquor, but 
when they needd it as a Cordial, and the Doctor preſcribes 
it: *Tis in this Caſe particularly that Servants are to be 
moſt narrowyly watch'd, and moſt ſeverely reprehended 
whea they tranſgreſs. Theſe mean fort of People placing 
a great part of their Happineſs in ſtrong Drink, are always 
forward to make Court to my young Maſter, by offering 
him that which they love beſt themſelves; and finding them- 
ſelves made merry by it, they fooliſhly think twill do the 
Child no harm. This you are carefully to have your Eye 
upon, and reſtrain with all the Skill and Induſtry you can; 
there being nothing that lays a ſurer Foundation of Miſ- 
chiet both to Body and Mind, than Childrens being us'd to 
ſtrong Drinks, nn to t in l with the Ser- 


vants.. 8 
Fruit 
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Fruit makes one of the moſt difficult Chapters in the 5 
Government of Health, eſpecially that of Children. Our 


firſt Parents ventur'd Paradiſe for it, and tis no wonder 
our Children cannot ſtand the Temptation, tho it coſt them 


their Health. The Regulation of this cannot come under 


any one general Rule; for I am by no means of their 
Mind, who would keep Children almoſt wholly from Fra, 
as a thing totally unwholſome for them; by which ſtrict 
way they make them but the more ravenous after it, and 
to eat good or bad, ripe or unripe, all that they can get 


whenever they come at it. Melons, Perches, moſt forts of | 


Plumbs, and all forts of Grapes in England, I think Chil- 


dren ſhould be wholly kept from, as having a very ' tempt- 


ing Taſte in a very unwholſome juice. Indeed if it were 


poſſible, they ſhould never ſo much as ſee them, or Know 


there are any ſuch things; but Strawberries, Cherries, 'G 


berries, or Currans, when thorough ripe, I think may be 


pretty ſafely allow'd them, and that with a liberal Hand, if 
they be not eaten after Meals, as we uſually do, when the 
Stomach is already full of other Food. They ſhould be 
caten rather before Meals, and Children ſhould have them 
for their Breakfaſts, Let them alſo cat Bread with them, 
and take care they be perfectly ripe. Thus eaten, they 


are, I think, rather conducivethan hurtful to Health: Sum- 


mer Fruits being ſuited to the Hor Seaſon of the Year 
they come in, refreſh our Stomachs Janguiſhing and faint- 
ing under it; and therefore I ſhould not be altogether fo | 


ſtrict in this Point, as ſome are to their Children, who be- 


ing kept ſo very ſhort, inſtead of a moderate quantity of 
well choſen Fruit, which being allow'd them wou'd con- 
tent them, whenever they can get looſe, or bribe a Ser- 


_ want to ſupply them, fatisfie their Longing WHY oy Traſh 


they can get, and eat to a Surfeit, 8 

Apples and Pears too which are thorough ripe, and 
have been gather'd ſome time, may, in my Judgment, 
be lafoty eaten at N time, and in pretty large Quantities, 


: eſpe- 
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| eſpecially Apples, which never ll Toy Hody- bark the 1 
| have heard, after October. 
Fruits alſo dryd with Sugar, I think very e ; 
but Sweetmeats of all kinds are to be avoided, which whether 
they do more harm to the Maler or Eater, is not eaſie to 
tell: This I am ſure, it is one of the moſt inconvenient _ 
ways of Expence that Vanity has yet found out, and ſo1 
leave them to the Ladies. 
Of all that looks Soft and Effeminate, nothing is more 
to be indulged in Children than Sleep: In this alone they 
are to be permitted to have their full Satisfaction; nothing 
contributing more to the Growth and Health of Children 
| than Sleep. All that is to be regulated in it is, in what 
' part of the twenty four Hours they ſhould take it; which 
will eaſily be reſolved by only ſaying, that it is of great 
uʒſe to accuſtom them to riſe early'in the Morning. It is 
| beſt ſo to do for Health, and he, chat from his Childhood 
has by a ſettled Cuſtom made riſing betimes eaſie and fa- 
miliar to him, will not, when he is a Man, waſte the 
beſt and moſt uſeful part of his Life in drowaineſs and 
lying a-bed. If Children therefore are to be call'd up car- 
ly in a Morning, it will follow of Courſe that they muſt 
| go to Bed betimes; by which they will be accuſtom'd to 
1 avoid the unhealthy and unſafe hours of Debauchery, 
Fi - _which are thoſe of the Evenings; and they who keep good 
14 Hours, ſeldom are guilty of any great Diſorders. I do 
not ſay this, as if your Son, when grown up, ſhould ne- 
ver be in Company paſt Eigh#, nor ever chat over a Glaſs 
of Wine till Midnight, You are now, by the accuſtom- 
ing of his tender Years, to indiſpoſe him to thoſe Incon- 
veniencies as much as you can; and it will be no ſmall Ad- 
vantage, that, the contrary Practice having made fitting up 
i" uneaſie to him, it will make him avoid, and very ſeldom 
"8 propoſe Midnight Revels. However, if it ſhould not reach 
po fu. but Faſhion and Company ſhould prevail, and make 
— AE OT HOY 'tis worth the while 
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to aceuſtom him to early riſing, and early going to Bed, 
| between this and that, for the preſent Improvement of his 
| Health and other Advantages. | 


Tho' I have faid, a large Allowance of Sheep, eren as 


much as they will take, ſhould be made to Children when 


they are little; yet I do net mean that it ſhould always be 
continu'd to them in ſo large a Proportion, and they ſuf- 
fer d to indulge a drowzy- Lazineſs in their Beds, as they 
grow up bigger. But whether they ſhould begin to be re- 
ſtrain d at ſeven or ten Years old, or any other time, is im- 
poſſible to be preciſely determined: Their Temper, Strength, 
and Conſtitution muſt be conſider d. But ſome time be- 


tween Seven and Fourteen, if they are too great Lovers 


of their Beds, I think it may be ſeaſonable to begin to re- 
duce them by degrees to about eight Hours, which is ge- 


nerally Reſt enough for healthy grown People. If you 


have accuſtom d him, as you ſhou'd do; to riſe conſtantly 
very early in the Morning, this fault of being too long in 
Bed will eaſily be reform d, and moſt Children will be for- 
ward enough to ſhorten that time themſelves, by coveting 
to fit up with the Company at Night, tho if they be not 
look d after, they will be apt to take it out in the Morn- 
ing, which ſhould by no means be permitted. They 
ſhould conſtantly be calld up, and made to riſe at their 


early Hour; but great care ſhould, be taken in waking 


them, that it be not done haſtily, nor with a loud or ſhrill 
Voice, or any other ſudden violent Noiſe; this often frights 

Children, and does them great harm; and: ſound Sleep thus 
broke off with ſudden Alarms, is apt enough to diſcom- 
poſe any one. When Children are to be-waken'd out of 
their Sleep, be ſure: to begin with a low Call, and ſome 
gentle Motion, and ſo draw them out of it by Degrees, 
and give them none but kind Words, and Uſage, till they 
are come perfectly to themſelves, and being quite dreſt, 
you are ſure they are thoroughly awake. The being forc'd 
from their Sleep, how gently ſoever you do it, is Pain' 4 
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nough to them, and Care ſbould be taken not to 40d 


e e; duch as may terrific 


Let his Bed be hard, and ember: Gul ee 


hard Lodging ſtrengthens the Parts,” whereas being bury'd 


every Night in Fearhers melts, and diſſolves the Body, is 


often the Cauſe of Weakneſs, and the Forerunner of an 
early Grave. Beſide: that the Stone has frequently its riſe 
from this warm wrapping of the Reins, ſeveral other In- 
diſpoſitions, and that which is the Root of them all, aten- 

der weakly Conſtitution, is very much owing to Down- 
Beds. Further, he who is us d to hard lodging at Home, 
will not miſs his Sleep, where he has moſt need of it, in 


his Travels abroad, for want of his ſoft Bed, and his Pil- 


lows laid in Order; wheretore, I think, it wou'd not be 


amiſs to make his Bed after different Faſhions; ſometimes 


| hy' his Head higher, ſometimes lower, that he may not 
feel every little Change he muſt be ſure to meet with, who 
is not deſign d to lye always in my goung Maſter's Bed at 


Home, and to have his Maid lay all things in Print, and 
tuck him in warm. The great Cordial of Nature is Sleep; 


he. ho miſſes that will ſuffer by it, and he is very unfor - 
tunate WhO can take his Cordial only in his Mother's fine 
gilt Cup, and not in a wooden Diſh; he that can ſleep 
ſoundly takes the Cordiat; and it matters not whether it be 
on a ſoft Bed, or the eee an. e e which 
is the thing Neceſſary. 

There is one thing more . r Iuflvence upon 
Health, and that is going to Stool regularly: People that 
are very looſe; have ſeldom ſtrong Thoughts or ſtrong Bo- 
dies; but the Cure of this, both by Diet and Medicine, 
being much more eaſie than the contrary Evil, there needs 


not much to be {aid about it; for if it come to threaten, 


either by its Violence or Duration, it will ſoon enough, 
and ſometimes too Son, make a Phyſician be ſent for; and 
it it be moderate or ſhort, it is commonly beſt to leave it 


to 
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to Nature. On the other fide Coſtiveneſ7 has too its il Ef- 


fect, and is much harder to be dealt with by Phyſict; purg- | 
ing Medicines, which ſeem to give Relief, rather encreal} | 


ing than removing the Evil. 


Upon this Head, ſo very neceſſary. to the Health and Eaſe | | 
of Life, I met with the following Reflection in a ver 


Eminent Author: It being an Indiſpoſition, ſays he, I 


« had a particular Reaſon to inquire into, and not finding 


« the Cure of it in Books, I ſer my Thoughts on Work, 
* believing that greater Changes than that, may be made 


jn our Bodies, if we took” e and pro- 


« ceeded by rational Steps. 

6 Then I conſider d, that going to Stool was the Effect 
« of certain Motions of the Bund N of 1 Re 
« ſtaltick Motion of the Guts. 


« T conſider d, that ſeveral: Motions which were” not is 


perfectly Voluntary, might yet by Uſe and conſtant Ap- 
« plication be brought to be habitual, if, by an unintermit- 
« ted Cuſtom; they were at an Seaſons nee 0 þ 


« be conſtantly produced.” 


« had obſerv'd ſome Men, 8 by raking ee Ab ; 
« a Pipe of Tobacco, never fail'd of a'Srool; and began to 
doubt with my ſelf, whether it were not more Cuſtom; 
« than the Tobacco, that gave them the Benefit of Nature; 
* or at leaſt if the Tobacco did it, tw¾as rather by exci- | 
* ting a vigorous Motion in the'Gutsy; than by 1 
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ity. | 
- Having thus eee Foros was. pob⸗ 


ſible to make it habitual, the next thing was to conſi- 


« der n Way and Means was the likelieſt - neee | 


al it. : 


Then I gueſt, that if a Man after * firſt eating in 


« 2 Morning would preſently ſollicite Narure, and try whe- 


ther he could ſtrain himſeif ſo as to obtain a Stool, he 


might in time 10 A aten ee bring it to be 
9 habitul. L . 63 
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never knew any ane who had been ſteady in the 
4 Fraſecution of this Experiment, but in a few- Months be 
has obtain d the deſir d Succeſs; I would therefore 2d. 


* * viſe, that this Courſe ſhould be taken with-the Child e 


very Day, preſently after he has eaten his Breakfaſt; 
9 —————s— — Try 
ot it, muſt be left to them; tho I cannot but fay, that 
< conſidering the Evils that come from the Defect of: 
© requiſite eaſing of Nature, I fearce know any Thing 
more conducing to the Preſervation of Health than this 


is. Once in Four and Tweoty Hours I think is enough, 


and no Body, I gueſs, will think-it too much. By this 
© Sheynsit ix<o-de-obmine wirbwut Blykck, the nexs thin 


to be treated of. 
Perhaps it will be expected that Directiuns ſhould te 


of Phyſick to prevent Diſeaſes: For which 1 hare 


given, 
_ -only this one, very ſacredly to be obſerved, never to gie 


Children any Phyſick: for Prevention. The Obſervation of 
-wint bas been already advis'd, will do that better than the 
Ladies Diet-Drinks, or Apothecaries Medicines. Have 2 
great Care of tamperipg that way, leaſt inſtend of pre 
vonting. you draw on Diſeaſes; nor even upon every lit- 
tie Indiſpafition'is Blybck to be given, or the Phyſician to 
be call'd ta Chi, eſpecially if he be a buſie Man, that 
wil preſently fill the Windows with Gallinoti, and their 
Stamachs vrith Drugs. It is ſafer to leave them-wholly 
to Nature, than to put them into the Hands of one for- 
ward to tam per, or that thinks Children are to be cured in 
ordinary Diſte pers, hy any thing but Diet, or by a Me. 
thod very little diſtant from it: It ſeeming ſuitable both 


co my own Reaſon, and to the Experience of others, that 


the tender Conftitutions of Children ſhould have as litt 
done to them as is potable, and as the abſolute Neceſſity of 


the Caſe requires. A little cold - ſtild Red-poppy Hare, 


whick is the true Suyfeit Hater, with Eaſe and Abſtinence, 
* _ an End to ſeveral Diffempers in TY 
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which by too forward 


luſty Diſcaſes. —— a 
ſtop the growing Miſchief, nor binder it from turning ro 
ab d Difcaſ it will be Time to ſeek the Advice of 


ſome ſober and diſcreet Phyfician. - In this Part, I hope, IT 


ſhall find an eaſie Belief, that the more conſiderate 


People 
ue in the Uſe of Phyſick and Phyſicians, the better it 


wil be for their on Health, and the Health of their Chil- 
dren. 
Thus An done wich chet Sonne the-Body und 


Health of Children, which reduces it ſelf to theſe fe and 
eaſie obſervable Rules; Plenty of ohn Air, Exerciſe and 


Sleep, plain Diet, nnn and very little 
or no Phyſick, nor too Warn and Strait Cloathing, eſpeci- 
aly the Head and Feer me Cold, and the Fees often us'd to 


Due Care being/ dad: to:koop this Boch nene 


Vigor, ſo that it may be able td obey and execute the Or- 


des of the Mind, tha hext and principal Bufineſs is bo {et 


the Mind rigii, —— it may be diſpos d to 


conſent to nothing but what 3 
nity and Excellency of a rational Creature. 
Much has been ſaid on this Subject in the p 


pages, but ſomething more ſtill remains worth our Confi- 
| 


As the Strength. of the Body lies chiefly in being able 


Regs Hardſhips, ſo alſo does that of the Mind; and 


great Principle and Foundation of all Virtue and Worth 
+ pd this That a Man is able to deny himſelf his 
own Deſires, croſs his own Inclinations, and purely follow 


what Reaſon directs as . t. the * lean the 


other way. 


The great Miſtake in Peoples breeding their Children, 


has been, that this has not been taken Care enough of in 
due Seaſon, that the Mind has not been made obedient to 
3 and pliant to Reaſon, when at firſt it was moſt 
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| tender, muſt to be bowed. Parents being wilely ordain'dby 


Nature to love their Children, are very apt, if Reaſon 
watch not that natural Affection very warily, to let it run 
into Fondneſs. They love their little ones, and tis their 
Duty, but they often with them cheriſh- their Faults too, 
They muſt not be croſt forſooth, they muſt be permitted 
to have their Wills in all things, and they being in their 
Aufancies not capable of great Vices, their Parents think 
they may ſafely enough indulge their little Irregularities, 
and make themſelves Sport with their pretty Perverſeneſß, 
which they think well enough becomes that innocent Age; 
but to a fond Parent that would not have his Child corre- 
ed for a perverſe Trick, but excuſed: it, ſaying twas a 
{mall Matter, Solon very well reply'd, Ay, bus Cuſtom is a 
The Fondling muſt be taught to ſtrike and call Names, 
muſt have what he calls for, and do what he pleaſes. Thus 
Parents, by humouring them, and cockering them when 


Little, corrupt the Principles of Nature in their Children, 


and wonder afterwards'to taſte the bitter Waters, when 
they themſelves have poiſon d the Fountain; for when their 
Obiluren are grown up, and theſe ill Habits with them, 
when they are now too big to be dandled, and their Pa- 
rents can no longer make uſe of them as Play Things, they 
then complain that the Brats are untoward and perverſe, 
they are then offended to ſee them wilful, and are trou- 
bled with thoſe ill Humours which they themſelves infus d 
and fomented in them; and then, perhaps too late, would 
be glad to get out thoſe Weeds, which their own. Hands 
have planted, and which now have taken too deep Root 
to be eaſily extirpated. For he that has been us d to have 
his Will in every Thing, as long as he was in Coats, why 
ſhould we think it ſtrange that he ſhould deſire it, and 
contend for it ſtill, when he is in Breeches? Indeed, as 
he grows more towards a Man, Age-ſhews his Faulrs the 


more, and there be few Parcus then ſo blind as _ | 
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ſce them, few ſo inſenſible as not to feel the ill Effects of 
their own Indulgence. He had the i of his Maid before 
he could ſpeak or go, he had the "Maſtery of his Farents e- 
ver ſince he — and why now he is grown up. 
is ſtronger and than he was then, why now of a 
ſudden ht he be reſtrain'd and curb'd ? Why muſt he, 
at Seven, Fourteen or Twenty Years old, loſe the Privi- 
kge which the Parents Indulgence till then ſo largely al- 
low'd him? Try it in a Dog, or an Horſe, or any other 
Creature, and ſee whether the ill and reſty Tricks they | 
have learn d when Young,” are eaſily to be mended when 
they are knit; and yet none of thoſe Creatures are haif ſo 
wilful and proud, or half ſo deſirous to be Maſters of Le 
felyes and others, as Man. 

We are generally wiſe 4 5 0 to begin with I 
whale they are very Young,” and diſcipline betimes thoſe o- 
ther Creatures we would make uſeful and good for ſome- 
what ; they are only our own Of ſpring 'we neglect in this 
Point, and having made them ill Children, we fooliſhlyex- 
pect they ſhould 2 — Men. For it the Child muſt have 
Grapes or Sugar · Plumùs when he has a Mind to them, ra- 
ther than to make the poor Baby Cry or be out of Hu- 
mour, why when he is grown up, muſt he not be ſatis- 
fy'd too, if his Deſires carry him to Vine or Women ? They 
are Objects as ſuitable to the longiog of one of more Years, 
as what he ery'd for when Little was to the Inclinations of 
a Child. The having Deſires accommodated to the Appre- 
henſions and Reliſn of thoſe ſeveral Ages, is not the Fault. 
but the not having them ſubject to the Nules and Reſtraints 
ot Reaſon: The | Difference” lies not in having or not 
having Appetites, but in the Power to govern and deny 
our- ſelves. in them. He that is not us d to ſubmit” his 
Will to the Reaſon of others, when he is Young, will 


ſoudetheatidcwsifiibitite is this ov RI we le W 


an Age to make uſe of it: And what a kind of Many 


—_— one is like to prove, is eaſie to foreſee. Theſe are 
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Overtights uſually committed by thoſe who ſeem to take the 
greateſt Care of their Childrens Bdwcation; but if we look 
into the common Management of we ſnall have 
Reaſon to wonder, in the great of Manners 
which the World complains of, that — 
ſteps at all left of Virtue. I deſire to know what Vice 
can be nam d which Parents, and thoſe about Children, do 
not ſeaſon them with, and drop into em the Seeds of, as 
{ſoon as they are capable to receive them? I do not mean 
| by the Examples they give, and the Patterns they ſet be- 
fore. them, which is Encouragement” enough, but that 
vrhich I would take notice of here, is thedownright teach 
ing them Vice, and actual putting them-out of the way of 
Virtue: Before they can go, they Principle em with Vie- 
lence, Revenge, and Cruelty. Give me a Blow that I may 
beat him, is a Leſſon vrhich moſt Children every Day hear, 
and it is thought nothing, becauſe their Hands have not 

h to do any Miſchief: but I ask, does not this cor · 
rupt the Mind? Is not this the vray of Force and Vio- 
lence, that they are ſet in? And if they have been taught 
when Little to ſtrike and hurt others by Proxy, and en- 
courag d to rejoice in the harm thæy have brought upon 
them, and ſee them ſuffer, are they not tu do it, 
r Wake: G68 
can ſtrike to ſome Purpoſe ?? 

The Coverings of our Brdits, which! ue „en 20k 
IWarmth, and Defence, are by the Folly or Vice of Parents, 
recommended to their Ghildren'for other Uſes: they are 
made Matters of Vanity and Emmlation. A Child is ſet a 
longing for a new Sui for the Finery of it; and when the 
latle Girl is trick d up in her New Gown and Cap, how can 
her Mother do leſs than teach her tu admire her ſelf, by cal- 
ling, her, her Little Queen, and her Princeſs? Thus the 
Little Ones are taught to be proud of their Clantiu, before 
they can put them on; and why ſhould: they not continue 
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or Tirewoman's making, — 
ſo early inſtructed them to do ſo 7 

Lying and Equivocations, and Excofes lake diffrent fur 
Lying, are put into the Mouths of young People, andcom- 
mended to Apprentices and Children, + while they are for 
their Maſters or Parents Advantage ; and can it be thouꝑhe 
that he who finds the ſtraining of Truth difpenc'd with, 
and encourag d while it is for his godly-Mafter's Turn, will 
not make Uſe of mn, 15 Ane e | 
be for his awn Profit? ? 

Thoſe of I bythe Rraitnefs | 
of their Fortunes, from encouraging Jvemperarce in their 
Children, by the Temptation ot their Diet; or Invitations 
to eat or drink more than enough; but their ovrn ill Ex- 
amples, whenever Plenty comes in their way, ſſeu that 
tis not the diſlike of Drumbenneſs or Gluttony, that keeps 
them from Exceſs, but want of Materials. If we look 
into the Houſes of thoſe who are a little warmer in their 
Fortunes, there eating and drinking are made ſo much the 
great Buſineſs and Happineſs of Life, that Children are 
thought neglected if they have not their ſhare of it. Sauces, 
Ragouſta, and Food diſguis d by all the Arts of Cookery, 
muſt tempt their Palates wheo their Bellies are full; and 
then, for fear the Stomach ſhould be over-charg'd, a Pre- 
tence is form d for another Glafs of Wine e ee 
though it only ſerves to encreaſe the Surſeit. 

Is my young Maſter a little out of Order, the firſt Que- 
ſtion is, Nhat will my Dear eat? What ſhall I get forthee? 
Eating and drinking are inſtantly. preſt, and every nay yas 2 
Invention- is ſet to work to find out fomething luſcious and 
delicate enough to prevail over that Want of Appetite,” 
which Nature has wiſely order d in the beginning of Di- 
ſtempers, as a Defence againſt their Increaſe; that being 
freed from the ordinary Labour of digeſting any nevy Load 
in the Stomach, ſhe may Wünmmmmne and _ 
2 pectant Humus. 21 
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Where Children are ſo happy in the Care of their Pa. 
vents, as by their Prudence to be kept from the exceſs of 


their Table, to the ſobriety of a plain fimple Diet; yet e- 


ven there they are rarely-preſerv'd from the Contagion that 


poyſons the Ming. Tho by a diſcreet Management, while 


they are under Tuition, their Health perhaps may be pret- 
ty well ſecur d, yet their Deſires muſt needs yield to the 
Leſſon. which every where will be read to them upon this 
part. of. Epicuriſa.” The ' Commendation the Eating well 
has every where, cannot fail to be a ſucceſsful Incentive to 
natural Appetite, and bring them quickly to the liking and 
expence of a faſhionable Table. This ſhall have from eve- 
very one, even the Reprovers of Vice, the Title of Living 
well; and what ſhall ſullen Virtue dare to ſay againſt the 
pablick Teſtimony? or can it hope to be heard, if it ſhould 
call that Luxury which is ſo much own d, and univerſally 


marry by thoſe of the beſt Quality? 


This is now ſo grown a Vice,” and has fo rene Supponts 
that I know not whether it does not put in for the Name 


of Virtue, and whether it will not be thought Folly, or 
want of Knowledge of the World, to open ones Mouth 


againſt ir. I ſhould truly ſuſpect that what I have here 
ſaid of it, inight be cenſur d as a little Satyr out of my 
way, did I not mention it with this View; that it might 
awaken the Care and Watchfulneſs of Parents in the Edu- 
cation of their Children, when they ſee how they are beſet 
on every Side, not only with Temptations but Inſtructors 


to Vice, 5 __ they thought Places of 


Security. 
I hallnot dwell any a on this Subject, much leſs 
run over all the Particulars that would ſnewy what Pains 


are us d to corrupt Children, and inſti} Principles of Vice in- 


to them; but I deſire Parents ſoberly to conſider what Ir- 


regularity or Vice there is, which Children are not viſibly 


— and whether i it be not their _—_ _ . ber to 
It 
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It ſeems plain to me, that the Principle of all Virtue - 
and Excellency; lies in a Power of denying our ſelves tage 
Satisfaction of our own Deſires, where Reaſon does nor- 
authorize them. This Power is to be got and impror d 
by Cuſtom, made eaſie and familiar by an Zarly Practice: 
It therefore I might be heard, I would adviſe that, con- 
trary to the ordinary way. Children ſhould be us d to ſub- 
mit their Deſires, and go without. their:Longings, even 
vel from their very Cradles. The firſt thing they ſhould learn 
Fo to know, ſhould he that they were not to have any thing 
| becauſe it pleas'd them, but becauſe-it was thought fit for 


” them. If things ſuitable to their Wants were ſupply'd to 
1 them, ſo that they were never ſuſſer d to have what they 
'd once cry d for, they would learn to be content without it, 
0 would never with Bawling and Peeviſnneſs contend for 
ly Maſtery, nor be half ſo uneaſie to themſelves and others, 
as they are, becauſe from the firſt beginning they are not 


0 thus handled. If they were not ſuffer'd to obtain their 
4 Deſire by the Impatience they expreſt for it, they would 
. no more cry for any other thing than they do for the 
5 
4 
4 


1 fay not this, as if Children were not to be ſometimes: 
indulg'd,. or that I expected they ſhould+in hanging Sleeves 
have the Reaſon and Conduct of ' Counſellors. I confider- 
them as Children, who muſt be tenderly us'd, who muſt 
play and have Play- things; that which I mean is, that 
whenever they crav d what was not fit for them to have 
or do, they ſhould not be permitted it becauſe they were 
Little, and deſir d it; nay whatever they were importunate 
for, they ſnould be ſure for that very Reaſon to be deny d. 
L have {een Children at a Table, who, whatever was there, 
never ask d for any thing, but contentedly took what: Was 
given them; and at another Place, I have ſeen others cry © 
for every thing they ſawy, muſt be ſerved out of every Diſh,  . 
and that firſt too; what made this vaſt Difference, but this. 

That one Was * * 3 
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for, the other to go without it. The 1 we, 
Ras ge rs pom gyro rr. dire Gi to 
be comply d with; and the leis Reaſon they have of their 
own, the more are they to be under the abſolute Power and 
— thoſe in whoſe Hand they are. From which 
I confcſs it will follow, that none but difcreet People ſhould 
be about them; if the World commonly does otherwile, I 
cannot help that: I am faying what I think ſhould be, 
which if it were already in fafhion, I ſhould not need to 
trouble the World with a Diſcourſe on this Subject; how- 
ever, 7 douby wot; when it is conlider'd, there will be - 
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inviolable Maxim, that whatever once is deny'd them, _ 
are certainly not to obtain by crying and 
— — — 
1 by rewarding" them for it when they are 
d. 
 Thole therefore that intend over to govern thir Childs 
» ſhould begin it while they are very Little, and look 
— — — Will of their Parents. 
— bave your Son obedient to you when paſt a 
Child? ö a Father, 
as ſoon as he is capable of Submiſſion, and can underſtand 
in whoſe Power he is; if you would have him ftand in 
awe of "you, imprinc-47 in his Infancy; and as he ap- 
more to a Man, admit him nearer to your Fa- 
miliariry; fo ſhall you have him your obedient Subject as is 
nr, "while he is a Chuld, and your Affectionate Friend while 
} he ie a Man. For methinks they mightily miſplace the 
Treatment due to their Children, who are Indulgent and Fa- 
milar when they are Lice, bur ſevere to them, and keep 
1 them at a diftance when they are grown up; for Liberty 
and Indulgence can do no good to Children, the want of 
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Discipline; and on the contrary, Imperiouſneſs and Seve- 


rity is but an ill way of treating Men, who have Reaſon 
of their own to guide them ; unleſs you have a Mind to 
make your Children, when they are growon up, _— 
of you, and ſecretly to RAP ar ny en ak 
3 Fuser © 
imagine every one will judge it reaſonable, ch ahls: 
Gabe when Lise, ſhould: look upon their Parents as 
Lords, their abſolute Governours, and as ſuch ſtand in 
awe of them; and that when they come to riper Years, 
they ſhould look on them as their beſt, as their only ſure 
Friends, and as ſuck Love and Reuerence them; the way 
J have memtion'd, if I miſtake not, is the only one to 
obtain this; we muſt look upon our Chilaren, when 
grown up, to be like our ſelves, — — 
the ame Deſires. We wou d be thought rational Crea- 
tures, and have our Freedom; we love not to be una 
under conſtant Rebukes and Browbeatings, nor can we 
bear ſevere Humours and great Diſtance in thoſe we con- 
verſe with; whoever has ſuch Treatment when he is a 
Man, wil look out other Company, other Friends, other 
Converſation, with whom he can be at Eaſe. If there-: 
fore a ſiriff Hand be kept over Children from the Begin- 
ving, they will in that Age be tractable, and quictly ſubmit 
to it, as never having known any other; and if as they 
grow up to the uſe of Reaſon, the Rigou of Govern- 
ment be, as they deſerve, gently relax d, the Father's Bro 
more ſmooth to them, and the diſtance by degrees abated; 
his former Reftraints will encreaſe their Love, hen they 
find it was only a Kindneſs to them, and a Cure to make 
them capable to deſerve — Wee 
the W ED e een ee 
Thus much for the — — 
Children in general; Fear and Awe ouglit to give you the 
firſt Power over kheir Minde, and Love and Friendſtip in 
e For nm 
t 


muſt one time or other be truſted to 


204 The: Mor RER. 
they will be paſt the Rod and Correction; and then if the 
Love of you make them not obedient and dutiful, if the 
Love of Virtue and Reputation keep them not in laudable 
Courſes, - I ask what Hold will you have upon them, to 
turn them to it? Indeed Fear of having a ſcanty Portion 
if they diſpleaſe you, may make them Slaves to your E- 
ſtate, ' but they will be nevertheleſs ill and wicked in pri- 
vate, and that Reſtraint will not laſt — every Man 


Conduct, and he that is a good, a virtuous and able Man, 
muſt be made ſo within; ; Wherefore what he is to receiye 
from Education, ' what is-to ſway and influence his Life, 
muſt be ſomething put into him betimes 3 Habits woven 
into the very Principles of his Nature, and not a counter- 
feit Carriage, and diſſembled Outde put on by Fear, only 
to avoid the preſens Anger of a Faulen, who perhaps my 


diſinherit him. 


- Theſe Reflections will hold ai wich Reſpect to thoſe 
Mothers, who bave the Charge of their Son's Education, 
as Widows, and the Wives of weak Fathers, and others 
under the Neceſſity of taking Care of them on their Ac- 
counts. But this Diſcourſe tending chiefly to the breeding 
of a Son, the Father will here have the chief Part of the 


Direction that is gives: —— but be alſo of be 


to the Mother, : 
We ſhall e ene the Diſcipline to be 
us d a little more particularly. So much has been {aid of 


curying a ſtrict Hand over Children, that perhaps I ſhall 


be ſuſpected of not conſidering enough what is due to 
their tender Age and Conſtitutions ; nevertheleſs I own it 
is my Opinion, that great Severity of Puniſhment does 
but very little Good; on the contrary, it does great Hurt 


in Ealacation. I believe it will be found, that take Children 


one with another, thoſe who have been moſt Chaſtis d iel- 


dom make the beſt Men. All that I contend for is, 4 


W 
e — 


and his own 


The MornER. 2057 


younger Children are, and having by a due Application 


wrought. its effect, it is to be relax d and e into a 
milder ſort of Government. 

A Compliance and Suppleneſs of their Wills. being by 
a ſteady Hand introduced by Parents, before Children have 
Memories to retain the beginning of it, will ſeem natural 
to them, and work after wards in them, as if it were ſo, 
preventing all Occaſions of ſtruggling and repining; the 
only Care is that it be begun early, and inflexibly kept to, 
till Awe and Reſpect be grown familiar, and there appears 
not the leaſt ReluQance i in the Submiſſion, and ready O- 
bedience of their Minds ; when this Reverence is once 
thus eſtabliſh'd, (which it muſt be early, or elſe it will, 
coſt Pains. and Blows to recover it, and the more the 
longer it is deferr d,) tis by this, mixt ſtill with as much 
Indulgence as they make not an ill Uſe of, and not by 
beating, — or other ſervile Puniſhments, they are to 
be govern d for the future, as they grow up to more Un- 
derſtanding. That this is ſo will be eaſily allowed, when 
it is but conſider d what is to be aim d at in an Ingenuous 


Elucation, and upon what it turns. 


He that has not a Maſtery over his Jaclinations, be that. 
knows not how: to reſiſt the Impartunity of preſent Plea- 
ſure and Pain, for the fake. of what Reaſon tells him is 
fit to be done, wants the true Principle of Induſtry, and 
k in Danger yeun © hogood for any wing Pat <a 
per therefore, ſo contrary to unguided Nature, is to 

betimes ; and this Habit, a ty . — 
Ability and Happineſs, . is to be wrought into the Mind as 
early as may be, even from the firſt Dawnings of any, 
Knowledge. or A pprebenſiom in Children, and ſo to be 
confirmid in. 8 by all the Care and. Ways imaginable, 
by thoſe. who have = . Overſight of their Education. 
On the other. ſide, if the Mind. be curb'd'and humbled. 
too much in Children, if their Spirits be - abas'd. and. 


ys by too ric an Hand r 5 
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all their Vigor and Induſtry, and are in a worſe State than 
the former; for extravagant young Fellows, that have Lire- 
lineſs and Spirit, come ſometimes to be ſer right, and ſo 
make able and great Men; but dejected Minds, Timorous 
and Tame, and Cow Spirits, are hardly ever to be raiſed, 
and very ſeldom attain to any Thing. To avoid the Dan- 
ger that is on either Hand is the great Art, and he that 
has found a way how to keep up a Child's Spirit eaſie, 


active and free, and yet at the fame time to reſtrain him 


from many Things he has a Mind to, and to draw him 

to things that are uneaſy to him, he, I fay, that knows 

how to reconcile theſe ſecming Contradictions, has in my 
ion got the true Secret of Education. 

Erbe tal . and ſhort way by 
Rod, which is the only adder of Government that 
Tutors generally know or ever think of, is the moſt un- 
fit of any to be usd in Edwcation ; becauſe it tends to 
both thoſe Miſchiefs, which, as we have ſhewn, are the 


two Rocks, that en the” one and er the other ruin al | 


who miſcarry. ' 
This kind of Puniſhment does ae at all An TION 


the Maſtery of our natural Fropenſſey to indalge Corporal 
and preſent Pleaſure, and to avoid Pain at any Rate, but 


rather encourages it, and thereby ſtrengthens that in us 


which'is the Root from whence Tpring all vicious Actions, 
and the Trregularities of Life. For what other Motive, 
but ſenſual Pleaſure and Pain, does à Child act by, who 
bas at his Book againſt his Inehmation, or abſtains 
| unwholfome Fruit, that he takes Pleaſure in, 
ay dee "fear of whipping ? he in this only prefers the 


greater Corporal Pleaſture, or avoids the greater Corporal 


Pain; and what is it to govern his Mions, and yet direct 


his Conduct by ſuch Motives as theſe F What is it, 1 ſay, 
but to cherifh that Principle in him, which it is our Buſi- 
nefs to root out and deſtroy? And therefore I cannot 
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ſuffering for h 
on him than the 

This ſort of Correction 
that, whichtis the Tutors Buſineſs to create a liking to. 


How obvious is it to obſerve, that Children come to hate 


things which were at firſt acceptable to them, when they 
find themſelves mp and cid, and tea about them? 
And it is not to be wonder'd at in them, when grown 
Men would not be able to be reconciled to any thing by 
ſach Ways. Who is there that would not be diſpuſted 
with any innocent Recreation, in it {elf indifferent to him, 
if he ſhould with Blows or ill be hald to it, 
when he had no Mind ? or be conſtantly ſo treated for 
ſome Circumſtances in his Application to it? This is na- 
tural to be ſo. Offenſive Circumſtances ordinarily infect 
innocent things which they are join'd with, and the very 
5 of a "Cup, wherein any one uſes to take nauſeous 


, ſo turns his Stomach, OI ORs 
it, tho! the Day be never fo clean and well hep d, and 


of the richeſt Materials. 


Such a fort of floviſh Diſcipline makes 2 ſtwviſh Temper, 
the Child fabmits and diflembles Obedience, 3 Fear 


of the Rod hangs over him, but when that is removed, 


and by being out of fight he can promiſe himſelf Impu- 


nity, he gives the greater Scope to his natural Inclination, 
which by this way is not at all alter d; but on the on- 
tary, heighten'd and increas'd in him, and after ſuck Re- 
Hraint, breaks out uſually with the more Violene. 

If Severity carry d to the higheſt Pitch does prevail, and 
works a Cure upon the preſent unruly Diſtemper, it is of- 
„ 8 and more dan- 
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breeds an Averſion to 
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them any Trouble, yet at laſt will probably prove as un- 


comfortable a thing to his Friends, as he will be all his 
Life an uſeleſs thing to himſelf and others. 

_ « Beating then, and all other ſorts. of * {laviſh Wa deen 
are not the Diſcipline to be us d in the Education of thoſe 


we would have wiſe, good, and ingenious Men, and 
therefore very rarely to be apply d, and that only in great 


Occaſions and Caſes of Extremity. On the other ſide, 
to flatter Children by Rewards of things that are pleaſant 
to them, is as carefully to be avoided. He that will give 
his Son Apples or Sugar-Plumbs, or what elſe of this kind 
he is moſt delighted with, to make him learn his Book, 
- does but authorize his Love of. Pleaſure, and cocker up 
that dangerous Propenſity which he ought by all means 
to ſubdue and ſtifle in him. Tou can never hope to teach 
him to maſter it, while you compound for the check 
you give his Inclination in one place, by the Satisfaction 
you propoſe to it in another. To make a good, a wiſe, 
and virtuous Man, tis fit he ſhould learn to croſs his Ap- 
petite, and deny his Inclination to Riches,  Finery, or plea- 
ſong his Palate, &c. whenever his Reaſon adviſes the con- 
trary, and his Duty requires it. But when you draw him 
to do any thing that is fit by the Offer of Money, or re- 
ward the Pains of learning his Book by the Pleaſure of 2 


luſcious Morſe}; when you promiſe him a Lace Cravat,. 


or a fine new Suit, upon Performance of ſome of his little 
Tasks; what do you, by propoſing theſe as Rewards, but 
allow them to be the good Things he ſhould aim at, and 


thereby encourage his longing for them, and accuſtom him 


to place his Happineſs in them: 
Thus People, to prevail with Children to be 1 


e their Grammar, Dancing, or ſome. other. ſuch Mat- 


ter, of no great moment, to the Happineſs or Uſefulneſs 
of their Lives, by miſapplyd Rewards and: Puniſhments, 
Sacrifice their Virtue, invert the Order. of their Education, 
and teach them Luxury, Pride, or Covetouſneſs," &c. for 
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in this way, flattering thoſe wrong Inclinations which 
they ſhould reſtrain and ſuppreſs, they lay the Foundation 
of theſe future Vicet, which cannot be avoided but by 
curbing our Deſires, and accuſtoming them early to ſub⸗ 
mit to Reaſon. | 
I fay not this, as if I would have Children kept "I 
ſuch Conveniences or Pleaſures of Life, as are not injuri- 
ous to their Health or Virtue. On the contrary, I would 
have their Lives made as pleaſant and as agreeable to them 
as may be, in a plentiful Enjoyment of whatſoever might 
innocently delight them, provided it be with this Caution, 
that they have thoſe Enjoyments only as the Conſequen- 
ces of the State of Eſteem and Acceptation they are in 
with their Parents or Governors; but they ſhould never be 

offer d or beſtow'd on them as the Rewards of this or that 
particular Performance that they ſhew an Averſion to, or 
to which they would not have apply'd thenifeves without 
that Temptation. + 
But if you take away the Rod on one hand, 22 bete 
little Encouragements which they are taken with, on the 
other; how then, will you fay, ſhall Children be govern'd? 
Remove Hope and Fear, and there is an end of all Diſci- 
pline. I grant that Good and Evil, Reward and Punifhment, 
are the only Motives to a rational Creature: "Theſe are. 
the Spur and Reins by which all Mankind are ſet to work 
and guided, and therefore they are to be made uſe of to 
Chillren too: For I adviſe their Parents and Governors al- 
ways to carry this in their Minds, that Children are to * 


treated as rational Creatures. 


Rewards, I grant, and —— muſt be propos d 
Children, if we intend to work upon them. The 2 
I imagine, is, that thoſe which are generally made uſe of: 
are ill choſen. © The Pains and Pleaſures of the Body, are 1 
think of ill Conſequence, when made the Rewards and 
Puniſhments by which Men would prevail on their Chil- 
_ tor, * 2 hugs] 
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thoſe Inclinations which tis our Buſineſs to ſub- 
due and maſter. What Principle of Virtue do you hy in 
a Child, if you will redeem his Deſires of ons Pleaſure, by 
the Propoſal of anather? This is but to enlarge his A- 
kite, and inſtruct it to wander. If a Child cries for an 
unwholeſome and dangerous Fruit, you purchaſe his Qui- 
et by giving him a leſs hurtful Sweetmaat; this perhaps 
FFF Hr bk. bar Calis Me. cod ee the 
further out of Order. For here you only change the Ob- 
ject, but flatter till his Apperite, and allow that muſt be 
ſatisfy d, wherein I have ſhew'd. lies the Roat of the Miſ- 
chief; and till you bring him to be able to bear adenial of 
that Satisfaction, the Child may at preſent be quiet and 
orderly, but the Diſeaſe is not cured. By 3 
ceeding. P 
Spring from whence all the Euili flow, which will be 
Line en the nen Occaliog to break oat, again. wich mars 
Mean nay give. him age TLongiugi, and * more 
"The et and eee then bus which ou Wend 
keep Children, in Order, are quite of another kind, and ok . 
that Force, that when we can get them oace.to work, the 
Buſineſs I think is done, and the Difficulty is oer: BZ 
feemand Diſgrace are of all others the moſt; powerful Ia- 
centives to the Mind, when once it is brought to reliſh 
them, If you can once get a love of Credit into Children, 
and an Appre henſion of Shane and Diſgraca, you have put 
into them the true Principle which will conſtantly work 
and incline them to che Righr. But it pril be ask d how 
ſhall this be done? 
I confeſs it does not at firſt appearance want ſome Dif- 
ficulty, but yet I think it worth our while to ſeek the 
ways, and practiſe them when found, to attain this which 
look on as the great Secret of Elusatin. 
Childson, earlier perhaps than we tbinkk, are very ſenſi- 


Ka of Poe nad . n they find „ 
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Efteem'd and Valu'd, eſpecially: by their Payenes and 
whom they depend on: If therefore the Father ca- 
refs and commend them when they do well, ſhew a ci 
and xegleiifial Cm to them when they do ill; ac- 
company d by a like Carriage of the Morher, and all o- 
thers that are about them, ĩt will in a little time make them 
ſenſible of the Difference; and this, if conſtantly obſerv'd,: 
will, I doubt not, of it ſelf, work more than Threats or 
Blows, which loſe their Force when once grown W. 
mon, are of no uſe when Shame does not attend them, 
A and never co be ud but 
in Caſes of Extremity. ts 

' To make the Saat her or Dina fink the deep- 


er, and" be of more weight, other agreeable or 

things ſhould conſtantly accompany theſe States, 
n 
particular Action, but as neceſErily belonging to, and c 
ttantly. attending one, who by his Catriage has brought” 
| 1 — by 
vrhich way of treating them, Children" may as much as' 
poſſible be to conceive, that thoſe that are com- 
mended; and in Eſteem for doing well, will nereſſrily be 
beloved and cheriſ d by every Body, aud hase all other 


good Things as a Conſcquent of it; and on the other ſide, 
when; any one by Miſcarriage falls into Diſcram, and 
| cares not to preſerve his Credit} he will unavoidably- fall” 
under Naias and Contempt; and im that State, che Want 
of whatever might” ſatisſe or him, will follow, 

In this way, the Objects of their Doſes are made aſfiſting 
to Virtue, when a ſettled Experience from the 1 
teaches Children, that the Things they delight in belong to, 
9 vrho are in a State of 
Repreration.. If by means you can come once to 
ſhame them out of their Fawlts, — 
willingly have no Puaj/hments) and make them in Love 


with the Pleaſure-of being well thought ot; „ 
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them as you pleaſe, and they will be in love with all che 
E of Virtue. 

The great Difficulty here I take to de bernard byithe- 
Folly and Perverſeneſs of Servants, who are hardly to be 
hinder d from croſfing herein the Deſign of the Father and 
| Mother. Children diſcountenanc'd by their Parents for any 
fault, find uſually a Refuge and Relief in the Careſſes of 
theſe fooliſh Flatterers, who by that undo whatever the 
Parents endeavour to eſtabliſh. When the Father hy Ae: 
looks ſower on the Chill, every Body elſe ſhould" put on 
the fame Coldneſs to him, and no body give him ram 

nance, till Forgiveneſs ask d, and a Reformation of his: 
Fault, have ſet him” right again, and reſtor d him to his 
former Credit. If this were conſtantly obſervd, I gueſs. 
there would be little need of Blows or Chiding; their own 
Eaſe; and Satis faction would quickly teach Children to court 
Commendation,” and avoid that which they found every Bo- 
dy Condemn d, and they were ſure to ſuffer / for, without 
being chid or beaten. Thiswould teach them Modeſty and 
Shame, and they would quickly come to have a natural 
Abhorrence for that which they found made them lighted | 
and neglected by every Body. But how this Inconveni- : 
ence r 1 muſt leave to Pa- - 
rents Care and Conſideration. © Only I think it of great 
n and that they are very . : fhvorna can” Ser 
Arold then frequent beating or hiding) becauſe this r 
of Corremion never produces any Good, farther than it ſerves 
to raiſe Shame and Abborrence of the "Miſcarriage tbat 
brought it on them. And if the greateſt part of the Trou - 
ble be not the Senſe that they have done amiſs, and the 
Apprehenſion that they have drawn-on themſelves the juſt 
Diſpleaſure of their beſt Friends, the pain of *Whipping will 
work but an imperfect Cure; it only patches up for the pre- 
ſent and skins t over, but reaches not to the bottom ot 
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pleaſure, are the only true Refrains. Theſe alone ought to 
hold the Reins, and keep the Child in Order; but corporal 
Puniſhments muſt neceſſarily loſe that Efſoct, and wear out 
the Senſe of Shame, Where they frequently return. Shame 
in Children has the fame place that has in Women, 
which cannot be kept, it often tranſgreſs d againſt. And 
as to the Apprehenſion of Diſpleaſure in the Parents, that 
will come to be very inſignificant, if the Marks of that 
 Diſpleaſure quickly ceaſe, and a few Blows fully y expiate. 
Parents ſhould well conſider what Faults in their Children 
are weighty enough to deſerve the Declaration of their 
Anger: But when their Diſpleaſure is once declar'd 
Ene. Puniſhment with it, they 
ought not preſently to lay by the Severity of their 
Broms, but to reſtore their Children to their former ' Grace 
with ſome difficulty, and delay a full Reconciliation till 
their Conformity and more than ordinary Merit make good 
their Amendment. If this be not ſo ordered, Puniſhment 
will by Familiarity, become a mere Thing of Courſe, .and 
loſe all its Influence. 8 ng, being chaſtis d, and then 
forgiven, will be thought as natural —— 25 Noon, 
We and Morning following one another. 

Tho Reputation be not the true Principle. and Meafure | 
of Hrtue, (tor that is the of a Man's Duty, and 
the Satisfaction there is in obeying his Maker, in 
the Dictates of that Lighe God has given, with the Hopes 
of Acceptation and Reward) yet it is that which comes 
_ neareſt ro it: And being the Teſtimony and Applauſe that 
other Peoples Reaſon, as it were by a common Conſent, 
gives to. virtuous and well order d Actions, it is the | 
Guide and Encouragement of Children, till they grow a- 
eee re find what is right by 
their own Reafon. | 
| This Conſideration may diveſt Parents how to manage 
themſelves in Reproving and Commending their Children: 
anon car which their Faults will ſome- 

times 
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| ' their Braje; but the backwardaels Parents ſhew 

in diy their Fuuits, will make them ſet a greater Va- 
lue on their Gredit themſelves, and teach them to be the 
- more, careful to preſerve the good Opinion of others, 
while they thiak they have it: But when being to 
. Sharze. by publiſhing their they gave it up for 
laſt, that Check upon them istaken off, and they 


will be 
the leſs careful to preſerve others good Thoughts of them, 
the more they ſuſpect that their Bepanaries: with them is 
already blemiſn d. 
| Put if o tight Courſe be ben b Gb be there wil 
not be ſo much need of the Application of the common 
al Practice has eſtabliſh'd; for all their innocent Folly, 
Playing and childiſh Actions, are to be left perfectly free 
and unteſtrain d, as far as they can conſiſt with the 
due to thoſe that are preſent, and that with the greateſt 
Allowance. If theſe Faults uf their Age, rather than of 
the Cinldrez themſelues, were, as they ſhould be, left only 
to Time and Imitation, and Riper V ears to cute, Children 
. and uſcleſs Corredti- 
an, Which either fails bag: over-power the natural Diſpoſition 
of their Ghildbood, fo by an ineffectual 
makes Correction in other caſes of leis uſe, or elſe if it be 
of farce to reſtrain the natural Gaiety of that Age, it ſerves 
only to ſpoil the Temper: both of Body and Mind. U the 
Noiſe and Buſtle of their Play prove at any time inconve- 
nient, or unſuitable to the Place or Company they are in, 
a Look or a Word from the Father or Mother, if they 
have eſtabliſh'd.the Authority they ſhould, will be enough 
either to remove or quiet them for that time. But this 


* 
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tor ever. And thus one by one you rr rc 
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to 


their Age and Temper, ſhouldrather be 
up their Spirirs, and improve their Surumgeb and 
than-curb'd or reftrain'd; and che chict Art is, to make all 
that they have to do Spott and Play too. 

The Charging of Gaben: Memories upon all Occaſions 
with Rules and Precepts, is a great Fault in the ordinary 


| Method of Elusatian: They often do not underſtand, and 


commonly as ſoen forget as they are told them. If it be 
ſome Action you would have done, or done other wiſe, 


whenever they forget, or do it awkwardly, make them 


do it over and over again till they are perfect, Tou will 


by this IA EW tie RA", or is fit. 
to be expected of them. For ſometimes Children are bid 
to do things, which upon Tryal they are found not able to 


do, and had need be taught and exercis to before they are 


requir'd to do them. But it is much eaſier for a Dior to 
Command than to Teach. By repeating the ſame Action 
till it be grown habitual in them, the Performance. 
wil not depend upon Memory and Reflection, the Con- 
comitant of Prudence and Ae, and not of Childbood, but 
will be natural in them. Thus to a Gentleman 
who-falutes him, and in his Face when he ſpeaks 
to him, is by conſtant wie as natural to a Well-bred Man, 
as breathing; it requires no Thought, no Reflection. Ha- 
ving this way cur d in your Child any Fault, it is cur d 


0 K am thelr Obie; that - 
it was impoſſible for the poor lietle Ones to remember a 


| tenth part of them, much leſs to obſerve them. How- 


ever, they were either by Words or 3 
Breach of thoſe multiply d and often very i I 


impertinent Pre- 
| <epts; whence it naturally follow'd, that the Children - 
minded not what was faid to them, when it was evident 
to them, that no Attention they were capable of, was 


ſufficient to preſerve them from W and the Re- 


Hukes which follow'd it. 2 uo 
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0 A your Son be as few as poſ- 
ſible, and rather fewer than more than ſeem abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; for if you burthen him with many Rules, he muſt 
either be very often puniſid, which will be of ill Conſe- 
quence, by making Puniſhment too frequent and familiar, 
or elſe you muſt let the Tranſgreſſions of ſome of your 
Rules go unpuniſh'd, by which they will of courſe grow | 
contemptible, and your Authority become cheap to him; 
make but few Laws, but ſee they be well obſerved when. 
once made. Few Tears require but few Laws, and as his 
Age cacreaſes, When one Rule is by Practice well Eſta- | 
bliſh'd, you may add another. 
But pray remember, Children are not to be taught by 
Rules, which will be always ſlipping out of their Memo- 
ries; what you think neceſſary for them to do, ſettle in 
them by an indiſpenſible Practice, as often as the Occaſion 
returns, and if it be poſſible, make Occaſions. This will 
Habits in them, which being once Eſtablifh'd, ope- 
rate of themſelves eaſily and naturally, without the Aſ- 


| ſiſtance of the Memory. Keep them. ſtrictly to the Pra- 


Qtice of what you would have grow into a Habit in them, 
by kind Words and gentle Admonitions, rather as minding 
them of what they forget, than by harſh Rehukes and Chi- 


dungs, as if they were wiltully guilty. Do not endeavour 


to ſettle too many Habits at once, leaſt by Variety you 


_ confound them, and ſo perfect none. When conſtant 
Cuſtom has made any one thing eaſie —— natural to them, 


e eee pron den go 
on to another. 

This Method of teaching Childres by a repeated Pracice, 
and the fame Action done over and over again, under the 
Eye and Direction of the Twtor, till they have got the Ha- 


bit of doing it well, and not by relying on Rules truſted to 


their Memories, has ſo many Advantages, which way ever 
we conſider it, that I cannot but wonder (if ill Cuſtoms 
could be wonder'd at in any hang) how it n, 


be ſo much neglected. 
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I ſhall name one more that comes now in my way. 
By this Method we ſhall ſee whether what is requir'd of. 
him be adapted to his Capacity, and any way ſuited to che 
Child's natural Genius and Conſtitution; for that too muſt 
be conſiderd in a right Elucarion. We muſt not hope 
wholly. to change their Original Tempers, nor make the 
Gay Penfive and Grave, nor the Mclancholly Sportive, 
without ſpoiling them. God has ſtampt certain Chara- 
ers upon Mens Minds, which, like their Shapes, may 
perhaps be a little mended, but can hardly een 
and transform d into the contrary. 

He therefore that is about Children, ſhould well ſtudy 
chick Natures and Aptitudes, and ſee by often Tryals x 
Turn they eaſily take, and what becomes them; obſerve 
what their Native Stock is, how it may be improv'd, and 
what it is fir for, He ſhould conſider what they. Want, 
77 they be capable of having it wrought into them 

, and 3 there by Practice, and whe- 
1 be worth while te endeavour it. For in many Ca- 
ſes, all that we can do, or ſhould aim at, is to make the 
beſt of what Nature has given, to prevent the Vices and 
Faults to which ſuch a Conſtitution is moſt inclin d, and 
give it all the Advantages it is capable of. Every one's na- 
tural Genius ſhould be carry d as far as it could, but to at- 
tempt the putting another upon him, will be but Labour 
in yain; and what is ſo phiſter'd on, will at leaſt fit but 
untowardly, and have ere hanging to it the ungrace- 
fulneſs of Conſtraint and Affectation. 

 Aﬀettation is not I confeſs an early Fault of Childined, r 
or the Product of untaughe Nature: It is a Hed which... 
grows not in the wild uncultivated Waſte, but in Garden 
Plots, under the negligent Hand, or unskiltul, Care ofa, . 15 


Gardiner. ment, Inſtruction, and ſome. Senſe t 
the 'Neceffity of Breeding, arc requiſite to make any one 
capable of e ich endeavours to correct natural 


Defects, ——— 
Vor. II. 


1 The Mavis. 


it always miſſes it, and the more it labours to put on 
Gracefulneſs, the farther it is from it: For this Reaſon it 
is the more carefully to be watch d, becauſe i it is the pro- 
Fault of Education ; a perverted Education indeed, but 
uch as yowng People often fall into, either by their own 
1 Miſtake, or the ill Conduct of thoſe about them. | 
l He who will examine wherein that Gracefulneſs lies, 
which always Pleaſes, will find it ariſes from that natural 
1 Coherence, which appears between the thing done, and 
1 ſuch a Temper of Mind as cannot but be approv'd of, as 
ſuitable to the Occaſion. We cannot but be pleas d with 
an human friendly civil Temper, where- ever we meet with 
it. A Mind free, and Maſter of it ſelf and all its Actions, 
not low and narrow, not haughty and inſolent, not ble- 
miſh'd with any great Defect, is what every one is taken 
with. The Actions Which naturally flow from ſuch a 
well formed Mind, pleaſe us ald as the Genuine Marks of 
it, and being! as it Were natural Emanatians from the Spi- 
rit and Diſboſition within, cannot but be eaſie and uncon- 
ſttrain d. Tits ſeems to me to be that Beauty which 
ſhines thro ſome Mens Actions, ſets off all that they do, 
and takes with all they come near when by a conſtant 
Practice they have faſhion'd their Zarriage,, and. made all 
thoſe Expreſſions of Civility and „which Nature 
or Cuſtom has eftabliſh/d in Converſation, 1 eaſie to them * 
ſelves, that they ſeem not artificial or ſtudy, but natural- 
ly ro flow from a Sweetnels of Mind, and a welturad” 
Diſpoſition. 
. On the other Gde, Aﬀectation is 41 ee and fore'd 
fl Imitation of what ſhquld be genuine and 9 
= the Beauty that accompanies what is ' catural, 7 uſe there 
| always a Diſagreement between Fats — Mis 
be Mind within, dee of thele th ſs — 4a 
Either when. a Man would 55 ard 
Mind,” which then, he really LY 
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the Conſtraint he is under diſcovers it ſelf: And: thus Men 


affect ſometimes to appear Sad, Mary, ; or Kind, Fe, 


in Truth they are not 10\ ©. 8560 

The other is, when they do not ehdeavout to make 
ſhew of Diſpoſitions of Mind which they have not, but to 
expreſs thoſe they have by a Carriage not ſuited to them. 
Such in Converſation are all conſtrain d Motions, Actions, 
Words, or Looks, which tho' deſign d to-. ſhew either: 
their Reſpect or Civility to the Company, or their Satis- 
faction and Eaſineſs i io it, are not yet natural and genuine 
Marks of the one, or the other, but rather of ſome Defect 
or Miſtake in Imitation of others, without IPs what 


ee of all kinds, whencelogrer it pr is a 


1 


ways offenſive, becauſe we. naturally hate . Hh 


Counterfeit, and condemn thoſe who Hare en 
to recommend themſelves by. 

Plain and rough Nature left to it be” is much better 
than an Artificial Ungracefulneſs, and ſuch. {tudy'd wo 
being ill-faſhion'd. The, want of an. eee S; 
ſome Pefect in our Behaviour, coming ſhort. 2 
Gracefulneſs, often ſcapes Obſervation and Cen 


Heclatiam in any part of our Carriage, is Ughting 12 
Candle to our Defects, a0 Peper 14 eee TY 


QT. Want 
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This Governaurs ought the more 
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| ret what is indecent or conſtrain'd in it, al ie beperiect- 
ed into an habitual and becoming Eaſineſs. 

MNanmers, as they call it, nds which Children are fo 
often perplex d, and have ſo many goodly Exhortations 
made them by their wiſe Maids and Governeſſes, are rather 
to be learn d by Example than Rules; and then Children, 
it they are kept out of ill Company, will take a Pride to 
behave themſelves prettily after the Faſhion of others, 
ceiying thernſelyes eſteem d and commended for it. i 
if by a little Negligence in this part, the Boy ſhould not put 
off his Har, nor make Legs very gracefully, a Dancing. 
Maſter will cure that Defect, and wipe off all that Plain- 
neſs of Nature which the Alamode Pe People call Clowniſh- 
neſs. And ſince nothing appears to me to give Children ſo 
much becoming Confidence and Behaviour, and ſo to raiſe 
them to the Converſation of thoſe above their Age, as 
Dancing; they ſhould, I think, be taught to Dance as ſoon 
as they are capable of learning it; for tho this conſiſts en- 
ly in outward Gracefulneſs of Motion; yet, I know nor 
how, it gives Children manly Thoughts and Carriage mere 
than any thing; but otherwiſe J would not have tlie Chil- 
dren much tormented about Panebilio's or Niceties ot Breed- 


Debi yourſelf about thoſe Failtsi inthem which you 
know Age will cure: And therefore want of well-faſhion'd 
_ Civility in the Carriage, while Civility is not wanting in 
the Mind, (for there you muſt take care to plant it early) 
ſhould be the Parents leaſt Care; While they are young, if 
the Child's tender 'Mind'be'fil'd with à Veneration for his 
Parents and Teachers, which conſiſts in Love and Eſteem, 
and à Fear to offend them, and with Reſpect and good Will 
to all People, that Reſpect will of it ſelf teach thoſe ways 
of expreliing it, 'which he 'obſerves moſt acceptable. L 
ſure to keep up in him the Principles of Good · nature and 
8 — 366 Heh, you can, by Credit 
| and 
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and Commendation, and the good Things accompanying 
that State. And when they have taken Root in his Mind, 
and are ſettled there by a continual Practice, fear not, but 
the Ornaments of Converſation, and the Outſide of faſhion- 
able Manners, will come in their due. time; it hen they 
are remoy'd out of their Maids Care, cher are put into the 
Hands of a Well red Man to bo their Governor. 11 
Any Careleſneſs is to be born with in Children, white 
they are very young, if it carries. not with it the Marks of 
Pride or Il-nature; but thoſe, whenever they appear in a- 
ny Action, are to be corrected immediately by the ways 


abovye· mentioned. What I have ſaid concerning Mamers, 


I would not have ſo underſtood, as if 1 meant, that thoſe 
who have the Judgment to do it, ſhould not gently. fa- 
ſhion the Modan ad Co Fees peach of Children, when e 

very young. It would be Advantage if they had 
Peop Lt inks from Their being firſt able to go, that 
bad the Skill and would take the right way to do it: 
That which 1 complain of is, the wrong Courſe-which is 
uſually taken in this Matter; Children who | were never 
taught any ſuch thing a8 Behaviour, are often, eſpecially 
when Strangers are Preſent, chid for having ſome way, a | 


other fail'd in good Amer, and have on. that. ſcore; Re 


f and Precepts heap'd upon them, 
oF ic kae 0 wang of Lp, Ke e 
cern d pretend to correct et in truth for the 

80 ee and they lay 
the ame on the poor little Ones, ſometimes paſſionately, 
enough. to divert it from 2 for fear the By- 
ſtanders ſhould impute the en 3haviour' to their 
Want of Care and Skill. | Pray 111 
The Children themſelves are never one jot better d by 


ſuch occalional Lectures. They at other times ſhould be 


ſhewn what to do, and by reiterated Actions be faſhian'd 


| beforehand into the Tracker of what is fit and be 


e 
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lau never been accuſtomd to, nor Cale tow to do - 
they ſhould. To hare and rate them thus at every turn, 
is not to teach them, but to vex and torment them to no 
purpoſe: They ſnould be let alone, father than chid for a 
Fault Which is none of theirs, nor is in their Power to 
mend for ſpeaking to: It were much better their natural 
childiſh Negligence, | er Plainneſs, ſhould” be left to the 
Cute of Riper Years, than that they ſhould frequently have 
Rebukes miſ- placed upon them, which neither do nor can 
give them graceful Motions, If their Minds are well diſ- 
Posd and principled with inward Civility, a great part of 
the Rowghnel which ſticks to the Ouſide Mw want of 
better Teacfung, Time and Obſervation will rub off as 
they up, if they are bred in ood Company ; but 
if in 1, all the Rale, in the World, all the Corrections ima- 
„Will not be able to Poliſh them; for you mult 
take this for 2 certzin Truth, that let them have what 
Inſtructions you will, and ever {> learned Lectures of 
Breeding daily riculcated upbn them, chat wich will moſt 
latente char © , will de the Company they con- 
verſe with,” Aid the Abo of | aboiit them. Chil- 
ben, tay and 1m too,” do moſt by Brample we arc al 
4 ft ef Cairichios, hat if! rake a Tinctine ü, things 
near us; nor is it to be wonder d at in F Fo bet- 
ter "niderfand wharthey /ee, than What they 
I wennn above; che great Miſchief reg came . 


Serulhits to Children, v I their Flatterics they take 
the and Force 'of the” ent: Rebuke, rk lo, leſſen 
their Authority. Aud Bete s attother 5 eat eps Hos 


which CHden Tecerve; om i les Which the: 
meet with among the "if Pete @ att 1 — 5 7 , 

* 9 who 9 , pt m uc 73 
To 4 the Conran of theſe. Precedents, 
both” in Civility and Virtus, Km i infecks e As 
often as "they come within reach f It; e | 
lat from unbred or r unte, To Zunge, 


S186. unto- 
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10 
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untowardly Tricks and Vices, as otherwiſe they would 
poſſibly be ignorant of all their Lies. 
Tis a hard matter wholly to prevent the Miſchier; 


you will have very good lack if you never have 4 Glow- 
niſh or Vicious Servant, and if from ſich your Children 


never get any Infection: But yet as much muſt. be dobe 
towards it as can be, and the CHiluren kept as much as 


may be in the Company of their Parents, and thoſe to 
whoſe Care they are committed. To this purpoſe, their 
being in their Preſence ſhould be made cafie to them; 

they ſhould be allow'd the Liberty and Freedom fi 7 to 
their Age, and not be held under unneceſſary Rh. 
when in their Patents vr Sl fight. Ik K be Pri- 
ſon to them, tis no wonder they fhould not like it: 
. re 5 — be bindet d from being Children, or from 
pay ding as "Children, but from doing il; all other 
pb; Ne abs ti Next, to make them in 


Fore Sh cho Oeknhhnifl theit Parents, they ſhould re- 


&ive all good Things chere, and Hom their F ds. The 

Servants be Hirnderd from min Court to them, 

giving them Frog Drink, Wine, Fruit, play-thinge, 

ng other fich ak which tray roake them in love 
with'their Compa . y 

I thall in the wits age Het of Wine and 


therein touch a tle Ian" aps o tho of den te a 
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The WIDOW. 


— HOUGH the State of Wilowhood 1 
EN ſedes thoſe Duties which were terminated 
vey mecrly in the Perſon: of the Hrugbarnd, yet 
7 1 which may be paid to his 
| | Ades; 8 En- e and there- 
; 3 fore, vv is pure and genuine, cannot 
be extinguiſh'd by it, . 
Old, even in wy and Charnel Houſes. © The Conjugal 
Love, tranſplanted into the Grave as into a Finer Mold; 
improves into Piety, and ys a kind of Sacred Obli 
upon the Widow, to perſon ll Offices of Reſpet ad 
Kindneſs, which his Remains are capable of. ; * 
Novy thoſe Remains are of three ſorts, his Be „ fits 
Memory, his Children. The moſt proper Exprel on of 
her Love to the firſt is, in giving it an Honourable Inter- 
ment. I mean not ſuch as may vie with the Poland Ex- 
travagance, of which tis obſerved; that two or three near 
ſucceeding Funerals ruin the Family, but prudent! 54 
portion d to his Quality and Fortune. Her Zeal 
Corps ſhould not injure a nobler Relict of him, bis . 
dren; and this Decency is a much better Inſtance of her 
| Kindneſs, than all thoſe Tragical Paſſions with which 
ſome Women ſeem tranſported towards their dead Husbands; 
thoſe frantick Embraces and Careſles of a Carcaſs, betray 
a little too much the Senſuality of their Love. And it is 
ſomething obſervable, that thoſe vehement Paſſions quickly 
A . A b Sympathetick Effi- 
cac y. 


GH 


+31 N 


E TK * pe 1 * a 


The . 3 1225 


cacy, 25 the Body on which their Aﬀe®tion was fix'd, 
moulders, ſo does that alſo; nay, it often attends not- 
thoſe leiſurely Degrees of Diſſolution, but by 4 more 
cipitate Motion ems rather to vaniſh than /conſi 3 
The more yahuble Kindneſs ere b n 0d ky 
; i the Wie eulayout 12 alas or, 8. . 
keep it from periſting. By this innocent Magick, as tbe 
Sopeiant are faid to have done by a more Guiky,' ſhe 
may converſe with the Dead,” repreſent him to her own 
Thoughts, that his Life may ſtill be repeated to ber. And 
as in a broken Mirror, the Refraction multiplies the Images, 
fo by his Diſfolution every hour repreſents diſtinct 1deas of - 
R and ſhe ſees him the oftner for his being hid from | 
her Eyes. e 
ſo ſhe is not only to but to Memory, 
1 . haghane oe MOOR a e ke of by 
others, by reviving the Remembrance ot whatever” was 
praiſe - worthy in him, vindicating him from all Calumnies 
and falſe Accuſations, ' and ſtifling or allaying even true 
ones, as much as ſhe can. I 4 Widow cin no way 
better provide for her own Honour. than' by 'this Tender. 
nels of het” Fuba e FELLA” ieee 
"kad is yet oth Eee s ef it; inferior to If 
of the former, and that is, the ſetting ſuch a value/upon_. 
her Relation to him, as to do nothing unworthy of it. 
*Twas the dying Charge of Augyflr to his Wife Zivis, | 
'Behwve thy ſelf well, and remember our Marriage. And 
e who his been Wite to a Perſon of Honour, muſt ſo 
remember it; as not to de any ching below” ber elf br 
which he, coat” he” een it,” ere: 0 
been aſham d of. [2513 Sa * A 2500 56 | | 
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See _ ſage, — 2 Feminine Tendernelſs, 


which, permits her ngt to part With them to che proper 
this, tho! not ſo ignoble 


y condemn d he poyſan d, if with pothing cl, 


— = the Flattcries of Servants. and Tenanss, wha len 


thoſe the beſt Expedients to ſecure their on Station; 


Wich thoſe: the. young. defer, or. Lanalord is ſo — up, 
tak as if. his, Manore: were i 


of. the World. be 
car deal as nathing;bexand thetg., By this Means, whon 


2 laſt he beeaka l fr m his Mothers grms, and comes 


expectsſcaree to nd hig R que. much leſs his 
Adora- 
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Alerstions Which be was und to at home, and 


being 
poſſeſt with this inſolent Expectation, he will ſcarce be 
undeceiv d, but at the Price of many Affronts, and 1 118. 


- haps may buy his Experience with he Joſs of his 


by his i N drawing on a Quartet in Which be 
nally periſhes, That this is no impoſſige Sopy dition, 
ſome unhappy Mothers have found to their | 


ion. 


Lis not to be deny d, S are 18 


| quent to the Breeding ben abroad; Vice Having inſi- 


nuated it ſelf even 6 the Places of Eridivion, and havi 
not only as many, . but the very ſame Academies wit 
* and Learning. The very great negle&t of 'Diſci- 
Fus in thoſe Places where Touth is 15 receive its ſtrongeſt 
incture of Virtue or Vice; the winking at its Follies, 
nay its Debaucheries, tor mean and mercenary Ends, and 
the zealous Endeavours that are us'd to eſtabliſh certain 
political Principles, more than thoſe of Religion and Mo- 
rality, are, with the never too much to be mented want 
of Example, great Occaſions of Diſguft apainſt an Fduta- 


tion out of the Parents Exe; but in this we are not ſo 


much to conſider what is beſt, as what is the leaſt ill Diſ- 


poſure of Children. And in that Competition ſure the 
home Zducation. will be caſt; for there they may fuck all 
the Venom, and. nothing of the «4ztidote ; they will not 


only be taught baſe Things, but, as I before obſerv'd, by 
: baleſt Tutors, ſüch as will add all the moſt ſordid Cir- 


N e to the improving of a Crime; "whereas Abroad L 
they are not like to meet with any, whoſe Intereſt it is 


ſo much to make them vicious; and they may meet 


with many, as ill as the World is, nes by their 
Leſſons, and their Lives too, direct them to The Rigit 
way in, which they ought to walk. | The various forts of 


. will not r a uRfo) 
the Want of which is the 
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ingeauous and virtuous Principles, ſuch. as may ſet them | 
above all vile and ignoble Practices. There ſeems there- 
I e ee 
l to her for a while ts 
n of her Eyes, that ſo he may at 
Wee the more e Pa of ber Fear, . 


other Perſons chat have Fut, to do as for themſelves, 


chat is, with the fame Care and Diligence, if not greater, 
as in her own peculiar Concern. I eee 
ſhall confound the Property, and make it indeed her own, 
by applying it to her particular Uſe. A thing I fear which 

15 too often done, eſpecially by the Gayer ſorts of Widows, 
who to keep their own Equipage, do ſometimes incroach 
upon the Son's Peculiar. And 1 wiſh even that, tho' bad 
enough, were the only Caſe where it was done, but *tis 
ſometimes to make her a better Prize to a ſecond Husband: 
She goes into another Family, and as if ſhe were a Colony 


ent out by her Son, he mult pay for the planting her there. 


Indeed the oft repeating this Injury has advanced it now 
into a Caſtom, and the Management of the Minor's Eſtate, 
is reckon'd on as part of the WWidow's Fortune. But I 
confeſs I ſee not what there is in the Title of a Mother, 


that can legitimate her defrauding her Child, it rather en- 


venoms the Crime, and adds Unnaturalneſs "Arne 

beſides, tis a prepoſterous fort of Guilt. 

Widows re in Scripture linkt together, as Objects oa 

and good Men's Pity, and of ill Men's Oppreſſion ; and 

how ill, Alas! does Civil War look among Fellow-Sufferers? 

The Widow that injures the Orphan, is like that uncouth 
on Solomon ſpeaks of, A poor Man that oppreſſeth- 


Oppreſſi 
re Poor, is like 4 ſweeping Rain, which leaveth b Food. 
Such kind of Rapigeg are as exceſſive in their Degree, as 


in their Kind; and 1 believe there are many 
dae 
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dianſhig of Mathers, ann 
by the of Strangers. _ x 
"How w ſuch” Mochers anfiver their ns to 
e HAAE" Te l an! Pin, mn getierd 
ſciences to diſcuſs. I hall only offer them theſe Steps of 
Gradation, by which to proceed. Injuſtice of any fort is a 
great Sin, and when tis a Matter of Tuff, tis 
cated with Treachery alſo ; but of all Tate, thoſe to the 
Dead have always been eſteemed the moſt Sacred. If they 
can find any Allay to theſe, by the two remaining Cir- 
cumſtances, that is, the Truſt of a Huband, and the f- 
e of 4 Child, I ſhall confeſs them very fubtle Caſuiſts. 
I Tave hitherto ſpoke of what the Widow owes to her 
dead Husband ; but there is alſo fomewhat of peculiar 
Obligation in Relation to her ſelf. God, who has placd 
us in this World to purſue the Intereſts of a better, frets 
all the fignal Acts of his Providence to that End, and in- 
Gods wy Hoods 3 GT Thus every great 
Change that occurs is defign'd, either to recal us from a 
wrong way, or to quicken our Pace in the Right; and 
a Widow may more than conjecture, that when God takes 
away the Mate of her Boſom, and reduces her to a Sol- 
rude, he does by it ſound a Retreat from the lighter Jol 
ties and Gayeties of the World: And as, in compliance 
with a civil Cuſtom, ſhe immures her ſelf, ſits in Dark- 
"nefs for s whiles/ Io ſhe ſhould put on a more retir'd Tem- 
per of Mind, a more ſtrict and fevere Behaviour, and that 


w l abit wit her Veil, but to be the conftant 
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4 3 it many Advan 
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Hausband. There are many Things which are but the due 


Compliance of a'Wife, which yet are great Avocations 
arid Tnterruptions of a ſtrict Devotion. When ſhe is ma- 


e 
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cha's Care of ſerving, the is then at Liberty to chuſe 
Mary's Part; ſhe has her Time and her Fortune at her 
owa Command, and conſequently may much more a- 
bound in the Works both of Piety and Charity. We find 
God himſelf retrench'd the Wife's Power o binding her 
own Soul ; her Vows were totally Inſignificant, — 
her Husband's Confirmation; but the idom might de- 
vote her ſelf to what degree ſhe pleas d; her Piery has no 
reſtraint from any other inconſiſtent Obligation, but may 
ſwell as high as it can. Thoſe Hours which were before 
her Husband's Right, ſeem now to devolve on God, the 
Proprietor of our Time. That Diſcourſe and free 
onverſe with which ſhe entertain d him, ſhe may now 
convert into Colloquics and Spiritual Entercourſe with her 
Maker; and that Love which was only humane 13 by 
the Change of its Object acquires a Sublimity, is exalted 
into Divine 3 n ion, be- 
cn the eternal Work and Happineſs of Angeli, the Or- 
der of a Cherubim; thus may ſhe in a higher Senſę yerific 
Jen 's Riddle, f erch Honey out of a Curcaſi, make her 
Husband's Aſhes, like thoſe of the Heifer under the Law, 
= — ooo Y 1 coma may help her to put on 
Incorr ion, and ols of a Tempor Comfort 
* ny a in an eternal. * 18 * 
And as her ſelf, fo ber Fortune may flo be. conferated. 
Indeed, if ſhe be, that will alſo; if ſhe have made an El- 
cape out of Agypr, there ſnall not a Hoof be ane, 
ber, no Part of her Poſſeſſions will be aſſign ee Vapiey 
and Exceſs ; ſhe who has really. deyoted her ſelf to Picty, 
faſted and pray d with Anna, will alſo be full of good 
Works gail Alm Deeds with Tabitha : She may. thus be a 
Mothis when ſhe ceaſes. to bear, and though ſhe no more 
one Family, ſue may ſupport many. Frniefuleſs 
e but a Happineſs ; Compaſſion is a Virtue, nay indeed 
85 4 greater and more certain  Happineſs., A A Child is. not 
brought forth but with Pangs and Anguiſh, but a * 


© A (PI * pw” 7772 


required of their Perſons, the humbler Offices of waſhing 
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cy. is produced not only ith Eaſe, but ke. 
of Bee ſhe that bears 2 Child, Fx not 1 He 
prove a Bleſſing or a Ce. But Chariy gives a a 
Title to a Bleſing, and engages the moſt ent Paymaſter, 
God himſelf, who owns all ſuch Disburſements as 4. Loan 
to him. % 
There was in . Primitive Times an Eecleraſtical Or- 
der of Widows, which is mention d in Timothy, whoſe 
whole Miniſtry was devoted to Charity; they were indeed | 
of the poorer Sort, fit rather to receive. than give Alms; 
yet the leſs they could do with their Purſes, the more Was 


the Saints Feer, the careful Task of bringing up Children, 
and a diligent Attendance on every good Work: And ſure 
there is Parity of Reaſon, that thoſe who upon the Score 
of their Wealth exempt, themſelves from oft laborious 
2 N 1 it by es liberal Alms. Th £4 
Warmth an 0 gf of the 3 
cf. Qualay perfor bod fury A iey for 1 7 


Greatneſs in their Cone | 2 | it ein in 43 


their Bounty; founded Hoſpitals, 15 With 4 Labour i 
Love, diſdain d not ſometimes e inthem. But tl 
aeg e den . our in our. ys: 


is now grown | to {i uch an Go Wo that 3 it mer | 
t 


„tho to, the moſt Chri 


"Wow: certain y 2 any a eee to 2 ks | 
Rene. they muſt be the mg! of 25 


— 
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of their lms; nor indeed can. — other 
ipoſe of their Fortune o much to their 1 K 22 


make Proviſion for the Fleſh, but that no way fatisfies 
their Reaſon, much leſs their Conſcience; the Soul, which 
is the Superior Part, is quite left out in that Diſtribution; 
nothing is communicated to it, but the Guilt of thoſe dear- 
bought Exceſles; the only way it has to be a Sharer in 
their Wealth, is by a charitable Diſpenſing. | The Poor are 
its Proxies as well as God's; and tho' in all other Reſpects, 
we may fay to the Soul, as the P/ahmiſt does to God, My 


Goods extend not to Thee; yet by this way it becomes not 


only a Partaker, but the chief Proprietor, and allis laid out 
for its Uſe. Charity gains not only an Indefeaſible Title to 
the happy Rever/ion of Heaven, but it has a great deal in 
preſent Poſſe Mon, a mighty rational Complaifance i in the 
right app Jing of Wealth, and doing that with it, for 
which, "was delign'd; yet more, it gives a ſenſitive. De- 
light | ; nothind. being more 'agreeable to Humane Nature, 
to its own kind. A ſeaſonable Alms 
RET 4 greater Exultation and Tranſport in the Giver, 
than it can ordinarily raiſe in the Receiver. This indeed is 
a way to clude tht Teyere Denunciation of the Apoſtle: '.4 
Widew that Kverß in Yhis Pleaſure, is not dead while Jhe Iiv- 
2 but on tie ＋ ſhall ive When ſhe dies, 58 
s HE Breath, ſhall improve her Being. "The! 
bi of the Fr, like : benign G: ſhalf aſſiſt her Flight to 
the Regions off BIR, atid ſhe'whi has here cheriſi d the 
affli Members, hall, there be indiſſolubly” united to their 
glorious Head. 

And now, methinks, dib under ch Apect is 
quite transform d. is Hor 10 forlorit® deſolate an Eſtate as 
dis uſually eftcern'd; and would all Widows üſe but this 
ient, tllbs devote themſelves to Fiery and Charity, it 
ud like the Healoig*Tree' {Weeken theſe Waters of Aa- 
rab, render the Condition apo hy but plea- 


e eee / fant, 


yol 


ment. They may poſſibly cloy and ſatiate their Senſes, 
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fant, and they would not need to make ſuch affrighted, 
ſuch diſadvantageous Eſcapes as many y do from it. is true, 


the Apoſtle's Affirmation is unqueſtionable, that he Wife, 


when her Husband is dead, is at Liberty to be marm d to 


. whom ſhe will; but the Advice he ſubjoins is authentick too, 


ſhe is happier if ſhe.fo abide; ſhe that may ſolace her ſelf 
in the Society, in the Love of her God, _—_ an ignoble 
Deſcent to Human Embraces. She that may purchaſe | 
Heaven with her Wealth, buys a very dear Bargain of. the 


beſt Husband on Earth. Indeed upon a meer ſecular Ac- 


count, it ſeems not ; very prudent to relinquiſh both Liber- 
ty and . to eſpouſe at the beſt a Subjection, but 
perhaps a & It reſembles the mad Frolicks of freed 


Gally Slaves, w. 0 play away | their Liberty as ſoon as they 
regain it. 


nough for the whole Life; for whether they have been 
proſperous or adyerſe in the firſt, it does almoſt diſcourage = 

a ſecond Attempt... She that has had a good Hushand, 
nay be oe on bans Bis [es © Got fs i Heart, that 
it will be hard to introduccany new Form; She may. far- , 
ther very reaſonably doubt, that in this common Deum•m 
af Pireue,, two Huhands will ſcarce; fall to o..one Hor 
nau s ſhare; an ill one ee ee 
ber, by the Reflections ſhe will be apt to make on the 
later. On the other fide; if ſhe has had a bad one, tbe 
Memory of what ſhe has ſuffer d 7 e 
competent. Caution againſt new Adventures; yet 

ence. ſhews us that Women, tho“ the weaker Sex, have 
commonly Fortitude h to encounter and baffle, all 
theſe 1 It is not therefore to be N 
that many will, by any Thing that has or can be fad, be 
diverted from re-marrying ; and indeed ſhe that does not 
preſerve her #idowhood upon the Accounts betore-mention'd, 
may perhaps better relin quiſh it: St. Paul, we. ſee, advi- 
{cs thoſe Widews, who Tak no i Employment than 


id. 


DORN Adventure, that one. ſcems e- 


: 
1! 
: 
: 
. 
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dne Aer wit deres lis parting wich one Husband, an 


mund tt uſeful to matry his Lifter OA to Hiromius, no- 
chiag let chan a Dectet of The Senate could Hicenſe the 2. 


Tete nen © e e int W 
to draw a new Lover nearer to her fight, ! oer 
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going from Houſe to-Hodſe, © by 8 2 
be Tatlers and Buſſe-Bedies, poo! 5 : 
the beſt way to fix theſe wandring Punze 10 to find them 10 


marry agam; it being BY 1 


Buſineſs ot their on at Home, that fo they may not ram- ll 
He abroad, to intermeddie with that of vrhers;” and the i b. 


-_ Truth is, they who catinot brook the Retiredhieſs and Wl that 


-which becomes a Miuym, had better put them. 1..; 
ſelves in 'a "State that leſs” "requires ft; and if they te. h, 
folve not to conform their Minds to their Condition, to to WM ws 
bring their Condition to their Minds; but in the doing Ml 64 
that, chere veil de me Cantions very prot to be ob- 's. 


$1 TE 


"Colton 3 Kae «that there be a nk. 


the chuſing another, Th's has been ſo much obſery'd-by 
Nations that were at all civiltz d, that we find Nina made 
i a Lum that no Widow. ſhould marry under Ten Months, 
and if any did, ſhe was to Hrs ns for as for the Expiation 
of à Crime. © This conitinu'd in force wan Ages after, 
inſomuch that When, upon Reabbnis of State” > NA 


"the" Time. 80 jeafous Obſervers were they ef Ml fer 4 


this Point of Civility, chat they thought the Whole Stat WM frre 


was'concern'd in "the Violation, *Dis true, we have no mand 
Law in the Caſe, but we have ſonewohat of Cuſtom; I nour 
know not how long we ſhall Have, fince the Frequent WM perha 
Breaches of it, threaten 8 * mu i 
that is tender of her Boner, will Her Kran ly an 
Pie towards the Yeſginding it. 2970 no of Grief ar ing u 

m head by any Mad but that of ; 46d thei Wl 4 10 
pas nbt deeply WM fone 
pierc d; ſhe who can make her Mourning Veil an Optick M ry for 


ſuſpect the wan Wars all wichoue. made, 
LOVE r J r s others 


7 
* Ve 1 n 


* 
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The next thing conſiderable is the Equality of the Match, 
Marriage is ſo cloſe a Link, that to have it eaſie, tis go 
to have the Parties as eren Proportion d as may be, elf ect 
aly in reſpect of ality "A Fortune; in "which it is to 
be d wo ſhould be no eminent Diſproportionz, tho! 1 
that meet m N a Level, are leaſt ſubject to thole Up- 
rid, that often attend a at Deſcent 6f either Paß 
tf; it Is therefore no prudent Motive by which Tome I- 
lw, are Way d, who marry. only for a great Title, who 
often do not meet with ſo much "of Obeifance from Stran- 
r as they do with Contempt from their Hausband and 

Relations. There have been many . 8 Lords, 
who have us'd Rich, but Inferior Widows, li 1 
ſqucez'd them to fill themiYves with their 2 1 55 
— only with" the Air of a big Name.” On 1 0 
lide, for a Woman to N very meanly, and too much 
below her ſelf, is rather Worſe; boss kind of Matches are 


Tr GE FT Ex: Hog” 


on otdinarily made in à Tra t of Paſſion, and when that 
, abates and, leaves her to ſober Reflections, ſhe will proba- 
1 bly be > 4 angry with her {elt, that ſhe. will ſcarce be "well 


„esd with her Huband.” "A State of. Subſectiot is a ft. 
. de lßsetened by dhe Worth and "Dignity "of the Rulers 5 

for as is more "ond nourable: fo tis 20 More Elie | 
ſerviter pirits being of al others the molt. i imperiousin Com- 
mand; and ſure Wil not a little grate a an of Ho- 


ite 


= 
& 


1 1 to think ſhe has made As, one BY ter, 8 
perhaps Would before have thou t it a prefer ment to ve. 
an oh been Fe oe 555 Farther, dach Marriages have common. 
*. oy il Reflection c on the Modeſty of K e Woman; it be. 
oY ing uf Ut J, 1 that. where, the | Ance WAS Dogen 
0 courage. ſuch an Attempt on. his Part, there Was 
dome Invitation on hers; thus upon all Accounts ſhe is keen 
> ry forlorn, who diſpoſes of her {elf in this vile Manaer ry 
o et dis too well, 975 ſuch Matches 2 been frequently 

made, and 7 fame Levi "and PI ation may 172 
£ N to it, w bete . thi Concera well to Balla 


their 
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their Minds, and to provide their Paſſion er get the 
Aſcendant over their N Fc 
Another very neceſſary Equality, is that of their Judp- 
ment as to Religion; I do not mean that they are. to Cate- 
chize each other as to every minute ſpeculative Point, but 
that they be of the ſame Profeſſion, ſo as to join together 
in the Worſhip of God. It is 8 very uncomforta- 
ble that thoſe WBO have ſo cloſely combin d all other Inte- 
reſts, ſhould be diſunited in the greateſt, that one Church 
cannot hold them, whom one Houſe, one Bed does; and 
that Religion, which is in it {elf the moſt , Thing, 


ſhould be the only Di ent betwe I know 
it is often made'a Compact i in ſuch Matches,” neither 
ſhall i impoſe their Opinion upon the other; yet 1 doubt ti 


ſeldom Kept, unleſs it be by thoſe whole Garelelane of all 
Religion abgtes their Teal to any one; but where they haye 
any Earneſtneſs in their way, eſpecially where, one Party 
thinks the other in a damnable Error, twill ſearce be poſ- 
ible to reſtrain endeavouring to reduce them; and that En- 
deavour. begets Diſputes, thoſe Diſputes. Heats, thoſe Heats 
Diſguſts, and thoſe Diſgu haps end in Aycrhon, by 
which Moe at laſt their e as ;unreconcile- 
able as their N and: their. 9 Jars drayv on 
Domeſtick; Beides, if none of thele perſonal Debates 
happen, yet the Edvcarion of the Children will be Matter 
of Dilpute; the one Parent will be Kill countermining the 
other, cach ſeeking to recover the others Proſelytes; nay it 
introduces Faction into the Inferior Parts of the Family too; 


the Servants, 3 according to their different Perſwaſians, ban- 
dy in Leagues and Parties: Thus it endangers, if not ut- 
terly deſtroys, 5 Concord in Families; and this 'Train of 


Miſchiefs ſhould methinks be a competent Prejudice againſt 
ſuch Matches. | 

| Thee is ji thi Fidele wherein, any great Diſ⸗ 

proportion is much to be avoided, and that i 4 in That 
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nge had aced be a grear deal. of bil to:compoſe 970 


aud into a Harmony. When 2 young Woman marries an 


| old Man, there are commonly Jealouſies on the one 


and 2 on the other; and if there be not an — 4 


nent Degree of Diſcretion . in one or both, there will be 


perpetual Difagreements: But this is.a Caſe that does not 


often e among thoſe I now ſpeak to; for tho the 
Avarice of Parents ſometimes forces Maids upon . ſuch 


Matches, yet Widows who ace their own Chuſers, ſeldom 


make ſuch Elections; the Inequality | ong them com- 
monly falls on the other fide, and old goons omen marry | Jag 
Men. Indeed any Aſarriage is in ſuch a Folly and Dota 

they who muſt ſuddenly make their Beds in the Duſt, wt t 


ſhould they think of a nuptial Couch? To ſuch the An- 
ſwer of the Philoſopher is appoſite, who being demanded 


what was the fitteſt Time for marrying, .reply'd,. For the 
joung not yer, for the old not at all. 155 
But this Dotage becomes perfect Frenzy and Madnels, 


when they chuſe young Husbaudt; this is an Accumula- 
tion of Abſurdities and Contradictions. The Husbang and 
the Vife are but one Perſon, and yet at once young and old, 


freſh and withered ; tis a reverſing the Decrees of Natures 


and therefore twas no ill Anſwer, which Diopy/us the 4% _ 


rant gave his Maher, Who in her Age deſigt d ucha Match; 


that by his Regal Power he could difpence With politive 


Laws, yet he could not abrogate thaſe of Nature, or 
make it fit for her an old Human to marry, a ung. 
'Tis indeed an Inverſion of Seaſons, a confoundi of the the 
Kalender, making 4 mungrel Month of May and ns 
and the Conjunction proves as Fatal as it is Pri 

being ſcarce ever ſeen, that ſuch a Match proves ee 
Happy. Indeed tis not Imagiuable how It ſhould; it is t 


he, 


be preſum d, ſhe that 'marries' fo, muſt marry meaRly. Fr : 


young Man who does not need ber Fortune, will take h 


Perſon ; for tho' ſome have tie Humour te give great 92 5 


Tis, 


for inanimate Antiquities, yet none will take the living gra- 


— — —)5— ' ˙³ mA 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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dei, Thus ſhe never miſſes to be hated, by him ſhe mat 
: 1 Ke looks on her as his Rack and Terme „thinks 
himfelf under the logeting Torture, devis d by ae 
a Living Body ty d to a Dead. Nor muſt ſhe think to 
Cure this by any the little Adulteries of Art; ſhe may buy 
Beauty, and yet can never make it her own; may paint, 
et neyer be fair, Tis like enameling a Mud-wall, the 
Courſneſs'of the Ground will ſpoil the Varniſh, ' and the 
teſt Exquiliteneſs of Dreſs ſerves but to illuſtrate her 
native Blemithes; and thus all ſhe gains by this is, to make 
him ſcorn her, as well as abhor her. | 
What can be more ridiculous than an old Woman 9200 
ſet out? It was not unaptly. ſaid by®Diogenes to ſuch a 
one; Fg this. decking be for the living, you are deceiv di if 
the dead, male haſte to them; and I doubt not many 
jou Husbands wi be ready to ſay as much, Death 
Mes” comes not quick evough to prevent an Illegal 
Parting, . The Man bids adieu to the Wife, tho' not to her 
Fortune, takes that to maintain his Luxuries elſewhere, al. 
lows her ſome little Annuity, and makes her a Penſioner 
to her own Eftate, Thus he has his Deſign, but ſhe has 
none of hers; he 0 for her Fortune, and has it; ſhe 
for, his. is eter $09 it not, and which is worſe, buys 
her Def feat with 775 loſs of all "%e commonly, krieg her 
as empty, of Mony Ahe found her of Wit. 
"This Condition 1 e dere enough, and yet uſdaly it 
falls even of that. nn,” which i is the laſt Reſerve of 
the Miserable, 0 mean Pity, tis. the Wiſewan's Queſtion, 
Who will pity a Charqrer, that 6 is bitten with a: Serpent? He 
might FT preſumed els, on his Skill, and kept himſelf at 
| 1 9 6 9890 65 the | like may be {aid of her. A- 
. 6 tecble, Charms, chat dhe ſhould expect by 
them. to BY Abe ' giddy, Appetites, of . Youth? And ſince ſhe 
could fo x preſurne w ritbout TA none will regret that ſhe 
ſhould be convir 7 by. mart... Beſides, this is a Cale 
rude of  uobapyy, Prece- 


Ry. there Haye been a. Mul 
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dents, which might have caution'd her. He that acciden- 
tally falls down an undiſcover d Precipice, is pity d for his 
Diſaſter; but he who ſtands a great vhile on the Brink. of 
it, looks down, and ſees the Bottom ſtrew'd with the 
mangled Carcaſſes of many that have thence 2 if coy 
ſhall 99 —— caſt himſelf into their Company, the 
quite extinguiſhes. the Piey: He may aſtoniſh, burn not 1 . 
the Beholders. And truly ſhe who. caſts her {elf away in 
ſuch.a Match, betrays not leſs but more Wilfulneſs. How 
many Ruins of unhappy omen preſent, themſelves to her, 
like * Wrecks af old Veſſels, all ſplit upon this Rock? 
And if ſhe will needs Steer her Courſe purpoſely to do the 
ame, none dent to grudge n W ſhe 0 
courts. 5 
Nor has ſbe ane this negative. Diſcomfott . to be "i 
priv d of Pity, but ſhe is loaded with Cenſures and Re- 
proach; the World is apt enough to run into maliciaus Er 
tors, to fix Blame where there is none, but! tis ſeldem 
guilty of the Charitable, does not averlook the ſmalleſt Ap- 
pearance of Evil, but generally puts the worſt Conſtru- 
ion upon any Act, that it will with any Probability bear; 
and according to that Meaſure. Homer in this Condition can. 
expect no very. mild Deſcants upon them; ſuch Matches 
are ſo deſtitute, of any. rational Plea, that tis hard to de- 
rive them from any other Motive than the Senſitire. Nhat 
the common, Congectures. are in that Caſe, is as needleſs... 
as it is dn ne to declare; I will not ſay how ue 
they are, but if they be, it adds another Reaſon; to the 
former, why ſuch, Martiages are unproſperous. All Diſtor- 
tions in Nature are uſually, Ominous, and ſure ſuch, preter- 
natural Heats. in Age, may very well be eko: ds di. 
mal Preſages, and ver): certain ones ted, ſince they create 
the Ruin they foretell. Tis not only zuſt: but cqutenient, 
that ſuch, Motives, ould, be attended with ſuch - Conſe | 
quences, t that the Bitterneſß af the one may occaſian ſome 
e an the. Sordidneſs 22 ſuch an A- 


tumn. I 
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 tumnal Spring might be thought 


— thoſt advantagious Deſign 
only buy with them ſo indecent, ſo ridiculous 4 Slavery; 
that when they may keep up the Reputation o 9 
nſclves to an u wer- 
pt for the Wart of both,” and that they who 
gh have had a Revefende, ſhoull put thernſelyes even 
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a Kind of Miracle, if ie 
did net meet with Froſts, and the Unpleaſantneſs of the 
Event did not chaſtiſe the Uglineſs of the Deſign. Where- 
fore, I think, thoſe that are conſcious of the one, ſhould 
be ſo far from murmuring, that they ſhould be very thank- 


fol for the other, think it God's Diſcipline to bring them 
to their Wits, and not repine * at that Smart which 


miſelves have made neceflary. 
It were to be wiſh'd, that all the Antienter Widows 


wou'd ſeriouſſy weigh how tis their Intereſt not to ſever 


thoſe'two Epithets. That of  2:tient they cannot put off, 
it daily grows'upon them; and that of Widow is ſure a 
more propottionable Adjund to it, than that of Wife, eſpe- 
_ cially when it is to one to whom her might 55 


made her Mosber. There is a Veneration due to Age, if 
it be flick as diſovons not it ſelf; The Hoary Head is 2 Crom 
of Glory, if it be found in Ihe way of Righteouſneſs; but 


when it will mix it ſelf with Youth, it is diſclaim'd by 


both, becames the Shame of the old, and the Scorn of 


1 what à ſtrange Fury is it then, which poſſeſſes 
that when they may difpoſe their Fortunes to 


s beforemention'd, they ſhould 


and Prudence, they: ſhould i 


. 


out of the Capacity of a bare Compaſſion? l 


This is ſo high a Frenzy as fare cannot happen in an 
tome root- 


„ 


ys 1 it muſt: have ſome r 


Er will-ftill be wilting: themſelves won” oy 99 


. METRE tkemſelves they ate ib; let 
them 


. n n . 
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— opti chintifives:v0 beiold; and as Fa- 
ſhions.are vary'd with Times, ſo let them put on the Or- 


naments proper to their Seaſon, which are Piecy, Gravity 
and Prudence. Theſe will not only be their . but 
their Armour too; theſe will gain them ſuch a Reverence, 
that will make it as improbable they ſhould be aſſaulted, as 
impoſſible they ſhould aſſault; for, I think, one may ſafe - 
ly fay, it is the want of one or all of e which be- 
trays Nomen to ſuch Marriages. 

| Indeed: it may be a Matter of Caution evento 8 | 
er Madama, not to let themſelves too much looſe to a light | 
frolick Humour, which perhaps they will not be able to put 
off, when it is molt neceſſary they ſhould; it will not 
much invite a ſober. Man to marry them while they are 

young, and if it continue with them till they are old, it 

may (as natural Motions uſe) grow more violent towards 
its Eud, precipitate them into that ruinous Folly we have 
before conſider d: Tet, ſhould they happen to eſcape that. 

ſhould it not force them from their Widowhood, it will 
ſure very ill agree with it. How prepoſterous is it for an 
oli Woman to delight in Toys and Trifles, ſuch as were fit- 
ter to entertain her Grand- children? To read Romantes 
with Spectacles, and be at Maſques and Dancings, when 


ſhe is fit only to act the Antics? Theſe are Contradi- 


ctions to Nature, the tearing off her Marks, and where 
ſhe writ ey or /exty, to leſſen beyond the Proportion of 
the unjuſt Steward, and write ſexteen; thoſe Who thus 
manage their Widew/ood, have more Reaſon to bewail it at 
aſt than at firſt, as having more experimentally found the 
Miſchief of being left to their own Guidance. It will 
therefore concern them all to put themſelves under a ſafer 


Conduct, by an aſſiduous Devotion to render themſelyes up + 5 


to the leading of the infallible Guide, who it he be not a 
Covering of the Eyes, to preclude all ſecond Choices, may 
yet be a light to them, for diſcerning who are fit to be 
choſen; that if they ſee fit to uſe their Liberty, and marry, 

ir H. M | they 


. 7 


to be a Bridle to their Deſires; A d maſt be u oy: 
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they may yet take the Apoſtles Neſtriction with it. chit 
it be auiy in tie Lord, upon fuchiſbber Motives, nd 
ſuch due Circumſtances, as may. approve itnochim. 
Pill nat be improper to give . 
to thoſe Ladies, thaf are in Ae 'Stare of Witowhosd, 
which will direct them to the Praftice of the ae 
Conſideratiouns. CAMS e. 
Let them reflect, that Gadd eiche "0 | 
mer Licence, bound up their yes und ſhut up their How: 


into a narrower Compaſe, having alſo giuen itfiem 


ner, and ſheithat i . 1 n eee 
of her proper State. 
At is againft publick blonefty e anti bite 


_ while ſheis with Child by her former Husband':; and of 
the ſame Fame it is, in a ſeſt Proportion, to marry within 


the Year of Mourning ; it was auciently/infamoys For ber 
to marry, illi by cummon Accountithe Body was differ 


—— einm non! 220, Jon 30, ee 


 A-Widow muſt reſtrain her Memory und ber Fancy, not 
recalling or recounting her former Permiſſions and Freer 
Licences with any preſent Delight, for ſheithen opens that 
Sluice which. her n Da and her wn Sorrow 


2 od. vi60 n 


A dow nth bed aterdnn kV AY av. 
_ pleaſing to God. muſt ſpend her Time nnen 
ins ſhould, in Raflings; Proyers and Suri). 

Widow muſt forbid her a ito uſe thoſe Tewes 
Solace, ts Ie Eftate were innocent, but 
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of it, 1 knowy no better or- more e 
for her to endeav our to make all. chat are lers to be God's 
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2 5 ADIES. ae apt. 40 think 6h lutle dr ay 
N. Obligation they. are under, to haze any 
ud upon. themſelves wich reſpect to their 
£5! Carriage to their Servants, that it is very 

lich what wwe. have to ſay on that Subject, 
may be ireckon d either Tedious or Imper- 


tinent : Bat when they. have cerieuſly, confider'd- what; we 


ſtall, offer to them, they will fare not. thinł it. ene 


matter, as it. may at firſt appearance ſeem to be. 


The Iaſpection of the Family falls ulnaly to, the Gre | 
of, the Ife, and tha; the.be,not,Sypream therę, et. ſhe 

is to imprare her delegated Power to. the Advantage. of all 
under it. The Apoſtle ſets it as the Calling and, indiſpen- 
Gable: Duty of the Marry'd 'Women,: That they guide the 
Houſe. ; not thinking it a Point of . Greatnels,,to-1remit;the 
Menage.of all, Domeſtick Concerns. to a-mercenary Houſe- 
keeper. _ And indeed, ſince it has been a faſhignable-rhing 
for the Mater to relign, up his Concerus to th emand, 


and the Lady hers to the Gene, it has gave YLwyigh 
molt great Families; while. theſe Officers ſerve themſalves 


inſtead of thoſe, that employ them, raiſe Fortunes on their 
Patrons Ruins, and divide the Spoil, of che Family: The 


CCC 


Now-to the el, guiding of the owe, by. the Midreſs 
we Rule, than 


M 2 Servants 
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Servant, alſo. This will ſecure her of all thoſe interme- 
diate Qualifications in them, in which her ſecular Intereſt 
is concern d; their own Conſciences being the beſt Spy 
he can ſer upon them, as to their Truth and Piddliry; 20d 
the beſt Spur alſo to Diligence and Induſtry. But to the 


making them ſuch, there will need Vatruction and Diſci- 


ple. It is a neceſſary part of the Rulers Care to provide, 
that none in their Family ſhould want the requiſite Means 
of Inftrutties, I do not fay that the Miſtreſs ſhould ſet up 
for a Carechiſt or Preacher, but that they take Order they 
| ſhould be taught by thoſe that are qualify d to teach them. 
And that cher furniſhing them with Knowledge” may not 
ſerve only to help them to à greater number of Stripes, 
they are to give them the Opportunities of Conſecrating 
it by Prayer and Devotion; to that End to have publick 
Divine Offices in the Family, and that not by Starts or 
Accidents, when a Devouter Gueſt is to be entertain'd, and 
laid by when a prophane,” but daily and regularly, that the 
Hours of Prayer may be fix'd and conſtant as thoſe of 
"Meals, and, if it may poſſibly be; as much” frequented. 
| However, the Miſtreſs muſt give both her Trecept and Ex- 
d towards it. 

A Chriſtian Family ſhould be the ne of a ene, 
but alas! how many among us lie under a perpetual Inter- 
dict, and yet not from the Uſurpation of any Foreign 
Power, but from the Irreligion of the Domeſtick ? One 
may go into ſeveral great Families, and after "ſome ſtay 

there not be able to ſay, that the Name of God was 
tnettion d to any other purpoſe than that of Blaſphemy and 
Erxecrmtun; nor a Text of Scripture, unleſs in Burleſque 
Aud pr e Drollery. We need not wonder then at the 

- univerſal Complaint that is now made ef 1 Servants, 
when we reflect upon the i Government of Families, 
hey that are ſuffer'd wholly to forget their Duty towards 
"Gos, will not always remember it towards Man. Servants 
ate not ſuch Philoſophers, that upon the bare Strength of 
N | | : 


ea oe oo os: es. 
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\ ferv Ma! E llc whradns 4 and it by a. 
cuſtomary Neglect of all things ſacred, they are once 
taught to look at nothing —— this World, they will 
often find Temptation enough here to diſcard their Honey, 
as the moſt unthriving Trade. And indeed, when the 
Awe of Religion is quite taken off from the Vulgar, there 
will ſcaree any thing elſe be found to keep them within 
any tolerable; Bounds; whereſore tis no leſs) ng arti 
than prophane to llacken the Rein. 

It is not only the Iurereſt, — al that have 
Families, to keep up the Eſteem and Practice of 
'Twas one of . 
e Houſnold to keep abe way of the 

And 2 for the Piety of 
2 As for me and my Houſe, ſays he, we will 
ſerve the Lord. Tis ſure but reaſonable, that where we 
our ſelves owe an Homage, we ſhould make all our De- 

dagen. . the the ſame. Beſides, it is Juſtice in.- 
reſpect. of them here we entertain a Servant, we 
— — ines our Care and eat and. 
are falſe, to that Undertaking,” if we ſuffer- his Soul, the 
moſt precious part of him, to periſh. God, who keeps 
account even of his meaneſt Creatures, will not patiently 
reſent ſuch a Neglect of thoſe who bear his own Image, 
and were ranſom d with as great a Price — — 
were; for with him there is no Reſpeci of Perſons,” 
But when Piety is planted in a Fami y, it will foon-wi-- 
ther if it be not kept in Vigour by Diſcipline. . To have 
Servants ſeemingly devout in the Oratory, and yet really 
licentious out of it, is but to convert; ones Hoſe into a 
Theatre, make a Play of Religion, and keep a fer of ur. 
to perſonate and repreſent it. 

*Tis therefore neceſſary to enquire how they behave; 
themſelves when. they are off the Stage, Whether thoſe. 
Hands which they lift, up in-Prayey, are at other times in- 
dro ap co Mark a —_— 
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they-blaſst God, are not" elſevheret fillidi with Oaths and 
Curies, Scurilities and Revilings; in a word, whether 
tlie: Form of Godlineſs be not defignid in commutation: 


for Sobriety and Honeſty. Indeed the Governors of Fami- 


liexiought to rake: a ſtrict Inſpection into the Manners: of 
their ger uu and where? they find! them Gao; to affix: 


ſomt ſpecial Mare of Favour, by" whielt they may be 
entourag d ta perſurere; andiorhers invited to begin. But 


where they find them Vicious, there as eminently to diſ- 
countenance; ſeveraly ts amoniſi them, and uſe all fit 
mtans for their: Netiaiming; and when: that ſcems hope- 
leſt. to diſmiſi them thati they may not infect the reſt. 

Alittle Leverloveneth:the wh um] and one fil Servant, 


like 2 periſd Too, will he ape to corrupt his Fellows. 


Wherefore” it: is the) ſuame in Families that it is in more 
pablick: Communities; where Soveriry to the Hl; is Morey 
and Prozerfion to the reſt; and were Houſes thus weeded 


of all idle and vicious Perſons; they would not be ſo· over 
grown; nor degonrrate inte ſueb rude 1 . 


nn. mrye h fear moſtʒꝭ great Families tow are- 


But as Servams are mot te be toleratect in the Neger of 


thetr Dey; ſo neither are they: to be defeated of any* of 
their Dues: Men are to give to their Servant th 


ö hub, is juſt and al and ir is certainly but jn ant 


eum that they who are rational Cteatures; ſpould not 
be treatec wits. che Nigour or Contempt of Brqtes. N 
ſuffteienr and decem Proviſion; both in Sicknefs and? in 


Health, is a. juſt Debt to- them, beſides" ar ene Perfer- 


mince of theſe particular Contracts upom 
were Rutertaindt Babu, had ſo much of nattral Juſtice, 
of Pers s Relation 
to him, to make him ſerve him gratis +” Berumſt tom art 
m Hierhin ſhowtdft' How therefore feroe me for nought ? 


td me len whas ſoul! 7 "Tiger be.” Butt fie now's | 


days where Soto Wave and expreffy Artitledt 
with for-ehofe We 8020 With b ma m eil ting en ker 
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tbem. t is eren thought: by ſome Aefers an Inſclence, 
a. piece of ill Manners, to demand therm: 5 
have worn outta Ser vum they either pay him not at 
or with the: Pronaction and Regret: whicks they do tho 
Taylors for che: old Cloaths'thry haus caſt off. There ane 
[ fear, many Inſtances of this, eſpodially among great” 
Perſons 3 it being a receiv'd* Mods with Wy of” 
them, tor pay noi Debts: to thoſe! who: are to mean to 
conteſt: with them; But however they: may: raffle it out 
with-Kdens, it wil one Day arraigm tham before: Gad as 
moſtt in urinus Oppruſſors; there being no. Crime of that 
kind more frequently! o ſeverely branded in Seripture, than 
this oft the: demntiom of the Wages of the Servant! and 
Nireling.· Belidesjo this Example off Injuſtivez in which 
the Ser vum is paſſtue, is often tranſcribd by him im Acts 
of Fraud and Deceit, and he is apt to think it hut am equal 
Retaliationz to- break his* 74/4: where the Mußte, breaks 
his Cauenanr; and hem he: once attempts to be his own- 
Paymmaſten, tis not to be doubted hut he: will allo him - 
ſalß large Uſe fon the Forbearanes of his nge. For 
which: Reaſom th Counle is no left . e 
Maſter,” thad Unjatb and Diſſionourable. | 
It may*not. probably bealways im the fe 5 — to 
prevent this or any of the former Faults: in the Menage 
af the Familp'; fur her Authority being but fubordinate;. 
_ the Husbandꝭ . who ũ Supreme, Abend her Power; he 
does, by” that vacating her, Rule; tate off the Duty con 


ſequont toit: Wherefore wut I have ſaid can be obliga- 


tor to none u ar ſo ĩimpeded; but to thoſe : whů can 
either do ĩt:themmſtives. or perſwWado their Hausband, to it. 
the @miffionwill be their Sim Ab the Prophaneneſs and 
Diſorder: of ther busy wil be charged eee an 
if it came: by their Default, 

And this, methinks, is a Conſideration that er 
ties one: uſual piece of Vanity, I mean time of a multi- 
tuder of Senuuntei 1 us-find — 

tt.oH⁰νι 4 


243 The Mrarivest: 8 


of our on Perſonal: Miſcarriages, 4 nond e Gonttive” 


to fetch in more weight from others. Tis generally ob- 
ſerv'd in Families, that the bigger they are the worſe they 
are. Vice gains boldneſs by numbers, is 'hatch'd by the 


Warmth of a full Society, and we daily ſee People ven- 


ture upon thoſe Enormities in Conſort, and in a Crowd, 


which they would not dare, did they think they ſtood 
. Beſides, the wider the Province is, the more dif- - 
ficult it is well to adminiſter it, ener eee 


many Faults will ſcape undiſcern'd, eſpecially cor 
the common Confederacy there is uſually among — 
for the eluding of Diſcipline. What the wiſe Man there- 


fore ſpeaks of not deſiring a Multitude of unprofitable 
Children, I think may be very well apply'd to Servants; 


whole eee e increaſes W With 
their Number... | 
The Art of Governing of Servants: k is not ſo 88 as " 
is neceſſary, and tis very well worth the Ladies Enquiry 
to inform themſelves — ts diſcharge the Office of M.. 
ſtreſs as they ought. She ſbould n 
thing properly, and in Seaſon. To employ: her 22 
with ſo much Eaſe and Order as may make their Labour 
pleafant, and their Duty deſirable; above all, ſhe muſt be 
ſure to command that only which may and ought to be 


performed, otherwiſe it will be impoſſible to e in 


them that Reſpect which is due to her Perſon. If ſhe be 
Paſſionate, or too Opinionated, ſhe vill dangerouſly ex- 
poſe her ſelf upon every occaſion, will require Phings 
Impracticable or Abſurd, and will never be able to get the 
Will or Word of thoſe that are about her. If ſhe 
be humourſome towards them, or too flexible and given 
lightly to change what ſhe has once bid them do, her Au- 


thority will ſoon be at an end; ſhe will for certain make | 


her ſelf deſpis d, and ſhe will delorve i dos th bro 
There is no ſmall Prudence requir'd. Ons 

of, a She ought; 3 to know them 
whom 
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whom ſhe truſts about her; ſhe ſhould ſtudy to make her 
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ſelf both beloved and eſteemed by all that ſerve her; ' ſhe 
ſhould give always exact Orders, that no Miſtake be co 
mitted; ſhe. ſhould cauſe her ſelf to be underſtood even . 
with a Look, or with a Sign, fo as others who are pre- | 
ſent may not take notice of it. I do not pretend to ex- 
plain all that Miſtreſſes are to be inſtructed in, for the Go- 
vernment of their Men and Maid Servants; there will be 
ſeveral Inſtances particular to the Circumſtances of every 
Family, which it is impoſſible to bring into general Rules: 
But theſe Reflections, and what will occaſionally be added 
hereafter, will go a way tow Ettio them 

in that part of bf ode ws 1 _- 

To this- Government muſt be 127 Houſe keeping © 
Moſt part of the Women of Quality neglect it as a * 
Employment, fit only for Peaſants or Farmers Wives 
at beſt, for an Houſekeeper, or ſome Whman of Ries, 
eſpecially the Women bred up in Softneſß, Abundanck, 25 
Lazineſs, are unconcern dat, and diſdaiaful of, all chat falls 
under that Name; they put no. great difference between 2 
Country Working Life, and that of the wild Indian in 
America. If you ſpeak to them of the Price of Corn, ' o 
the Tilling of Lands, of the different Nitures of Eſtates, 
of the raiſing of Rents, of the other Rights of 'Lordſhip, . 
of the beſt manner of managing Farms, or of ſettling Re- 
ceivers, they believe you intend to reduce hem to . 
ments quite unworthy of them. 

Vet it is only thro' meer Ignorance, that this "Aft "of © 
Houſe-keeping and governing ot Families is deſpis'd: - The 
br Greeks and Romans, who were ſo skilful and refin d in 

mg did yet inſtruct themſelves in this wilt great 
Car ateſt Men amon them made, on their own . 
ces cf this Art, Books which' are extant to 'this 

517 in which they have not omitted to handle ES | 
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diſdain A not to Till the Iround and oven to return to tlie 
Plough, after their Trinmphs. This is ſo different from 
our Manners at this Day, that it would not be believed: 
were there. in. Hifory but any Pretence to doubt it; yer, is 
it not more natural for Peogle to endeavour” to cultivare, 
than to-enlarge their Country? To. what ſerves Pletory, 
unleſs. to reay the Fruits of Peace? 

After all, Solidity of Underſtanding conſiſts in endez- 
vouring to be exactly inſtructed about the Manner with 
which thoſe Things are done, that are the Foundationis of 
Human. Life. Allie g teſt Affairs turn upon this, the 
Strength and Felicity of a State confifts not in having a 
| many Provinces if badl cultivated, but in drawing 

the Land: which is polleſ all that may be needfulto- 
wards the eaſie Maintenance of a numerous People. 
is neceſſary, doubtleſs, a Genius much more clevz- 
tod, and more extended to be well inſfructed in all the Arts 
which have Reſpect to Houſe- Keeping, and to be in a con- 
dition of ordering a whole Family, which is a little Repi- 
Blick,. as it ought, than to be * Sing or Dance to Ad- 
miratiom or to play at Cards ever ſo well, or to Diſcourſe 
ever ſo ſmartly on the Faſhions, or the Times, or to be 
Bites of all the lirtle Graces of Converſation. *Tis a ve- 
/ ry conteryptible fort of Temper, to aim at nothing beyond 
5 Well. There are frequently ſeen Wimen-who are 
| — Speakers, whoſe Conyerſation is even full of ſolid 
Maxims, and who. only for-want of having apply d them- 
ſelves betimes to what's ſerious, have nothing but what is 
frivolous in their Behaviour. They can ſpeak admiradly, 
but are vaſtly ſhort when they proceed to act. This is a 
Fauſt which. muſt carefully be endeavour d to be prevented, 
by ufing them betimes to Bulineſs, and gently inſtrucking 
Wem bon and when they are to e upon every Occaſion 
| chat is preſented. 
"Par heed mult be taken 450 of. the oppoſite Fault; 19%- 
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tor accuſtom them from their ve to have ſume- 
thing! under their Government and Managery; to keep A 
compts, to ſee tho manner of the Manket, as-toevcry thing 
that Is bonght,” and to underſtand! how „ 5 
ing to a Family-ſhould' be made fit for * But then n 
muff alſo have a care that this encumber not their Minds 


too much, and that Hoſe- keeping in them turn not to - 


varie: Shew them particularly therefore all che Ridicu- 
jouſneſs and ABſurdities of this Paſſion; Bid them beware 
of a Vice vrhich gains but little, and diſhoneurs à great 
deal; tell =_ 4 Reaſonable Perſon ought not to-ſeekany- - 
— — frugal and laborious Life, but. only to avoid the 
Lower th Injuſtice of a Prodigal and Ruinous One; 
convinee them thay” needleſs Bxpences are nor to be re-. 
treneh'd, . deſign to put them in a Condition of- 
more liberally thoſ& which either Decency, 
Friendſhip, or Charity may require: * Tell them further. 
tis alſo great Gain know how toloſe when it is fit, and 
that it is gobd Order, not' ſordid: Sparing, which brings in 
the · great Profits; fail nor to repreſent to them che groſs 5 
Miſtakes of ſuch Women who are intent f. 
ing an Inch of Candle, while they: yet ſuffer them 
— ne enen . 
| b* = 
Soo Rowſewifhy and ef ue by us mens te be fr 
parated. In breediug up Ladies, thoſe that have the care 
of it · muſt watell that they be Neat and Exact in every 
thing about them: They muſt aceuſtom them not to ſui- 
fer any thing naſty or miſ-plae'd; but tlat they mar l fried 
ly the leaf Diſorder in an Houſe; They ſhould alſo be 
made to obſerve, that nothing contributes more to Houſe - 


witry and Nestneſd than to keep conftantly:every- thing in 


its proper Place: This Rule appears as nothing yet "i 5 | | 


goes very far, if 'exaftly kept! If you have need of any 
thing; you loſe not a Minutes time in ſeeking it: There 


2 or Diſpute, or Coniuſion, ——— want 


25 The Mx ISTRESS.. 


it, you preſently lay your- Hand upon it; and when you 
have done with it, you immediately put it again in its 


place. Good Order is certainly one of the greateſt Parts f 
| Neatneſs; nothing more pleaſes the Eyes, than to ſee an 
exact Diſpoſition. Beſides, the Place- which is given to- 
each thing, being that which. moſt agrees to it, not only 
for Handſomeneis and Pleaſure of the Eyes, but . alſo for 
its Preſervation; it is ſeldomer us d than it would be o- 


ther wiſe, is not ſo ordinarily {poil'd. by any Accident, and 


is more neatly kept. To theſe Advantages add that alſo of 
taking, by this Habit, from Servants, Occaſions of Idle- 
neſs and Confuſion, which are ſo pernicious to thenaſelves. 
as well as to the Goods: And it is-ſure more than a little 
thing, thus both to render their Service quick and eaſie, 
and to take away from our ſelves the Temptation of grow- 
ing frequently impatient at thoſe Lets which. come from. 
things ſo mi{-plac'd as to be hardly found. 

But at the time let them be ſure to avoid the Fx- 
ceſs. of Finery and Neatneſs; Neatneſs, when it is modera- 
ted, is a Virtue, but when one. follows. in it too much 
ones own Humour, it is turn'd into Littleneſs of Spirit. A 
juſt Underſtanding always rejects exceſſive Delicacy; it 
treats little Matters as little, and is not at all hurt with them: 
Laugh therefore before Children at the little Baubles and 
Fooleries which ſo much bewitch ſome Ladies, and inſen- 
fibly cauſe them ſo many Uſeleſs Expences: , Accuſtom 
them to plain and cafily practicable Neatneſs, ſhew them. 
the beſt way of making and doing Things, but ſhew them 
rather how to make ſhift! without them. Tell them tis a 
Sign of a mean and low Genius, to be uneaſie for a Pot- 


tage not well ſeaſon d, for a Gown not ſo nicely plaited as 


it ſhould, for a Furbelo, neden .. Chair not 
of the exacteſt Faſhioͤn. 

- *Tis doubtleſs the Token of a muck better Tewper,. to 
< voluntarily and ſtudiouſly groſs, than to be dedicate. a- 
. e 
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if not repreſt in HMomen who have Wit, is {till more dans. 
gerous in Company than all the reſt; almoſt all Perſons 
will be to them infipid or troubleſome;. the leaſt defect of 
politeneſs, appears to them a Monſter; they are always. 
ſcornful and nauſeating. You muſt make them therefore. 
underſtand betimes, that there is nothing ſo 


abſurd, as to judge Superficially of a Perion 
Manners,. 


b 
inſtead of thoroughly examining E bis 
Notions. of Things, and his UGful ** 22 Make 
them ſee, by ſeveral Inſtances, that a Country Man of a 
groſs, or, if you will have it, of a ridiculous Air, with 
his unſeaſonable and coarſe Compliments, if he has but a 
honeſt Heart, and a regulan Underſtanding, is more 


F . who under the moſt ac- 


compliſned Politeneſs, hides an ungrateful, unjuſt, and 
treacherous Heart, which is capable ot all manner of Diſ- 
ſimulations and Baſeneſſes; And that a plain Country 
Dame, .that is without Guilt, how uncourtly focver,: is 
more to be valud a thouſand times, than the moſt nice 
Lady at Court, under.whoſe Lips is the Poyſon of Deceit 
and Flattery; add, that there is always Weakneſs in the Per- 
— nin have a great Dn to Dillike r 
iſhn 

L have already made ſome. mention. 3 Apo- 
ile tells us that Maſters owe their Servants, which Debt of 
theirs is ſo little v regarded, that it is fit to preſs the Dif. 
charge of it a little more home. He bids Maſters gius un- 
10 their Servants that which is juſt and equal. knowing that 
they alſo have a Maſter in Heaven. They are bidden here 


to give them that which is theirs by Contract. and 
ment, that which is due in Law as being bargain'd * 


upon ſuch and ſuch Terms: They are alſo here bidden to 
deal fairly, honeſtly, and kindly with them, to give them 
what is their due in Reaſon and Conſcience, tho they ha 

not formally contracted with, them; to uſe them — 
1e Brophy: Mexciful and Juſt, aro Oppoſed to. uſe 
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theirs, and 25 well av may be ſuppoſec the Servants would 
Rave agreed for had they” ſuſpe@ed otkerevriſe. T's; 
Wort; tv lbok upon themſwes as melt obliged'ih Con- 
— 3 gh Reaſon, a they 9 rn 
C 
Fat A og retry” be a gear dka ef ne 
ſtice and Eqnity; 5 of ak vile they 
Pegs Contracts ard Agteements by the Meuſure of 
Puliie, ant let Renfor and” Conſtience'be- the Rule of deter- 
mining whatis equal. Tr this differenre we'may” well con- 
fer the Duty” of Frers as ſornewhat different; in being 
ja n being equal. n 
They are commanded to be uf; to give tHel-Sereants 
what they Have Contracted for, whether it be Inſtruckion, 
| Wages, Maintenance, or Cloathing; whatever is aprecd for 
ir in Juſtice due; and therefore whatever” Informatie or 
Inſtruction is requiſſte to'qualifie's Se bnt for the Calling 
and Profeſſion” fe pretends to; is to Be given Him as his 
due, ard canmot be juffſy avithifioldtn fron Him. is the 
Frid which Sram of that ſört propoſe and aim at, and 
the very Reaſbrt'of putting thetnſelves in 4 State ot Ser- 
_vimde; it is that for whiclt efpectally-they Contract, for 
which they give their Money, Time, and Labour; where- 
fore it is I piece of great Tnjuſtice; to conceal the Skil 
char property belongs to therm, and is to mate them Ma- 
fees of thei" Calling. They cannot anf der to their Sen. 
track, withour" their letting ffteir Servante into“ the fill 
Be of tfivit Bitfineſs, accbrding tothe. Meafure of 
| auding and Cipatity.” It is as ruck their due 
as their daily Foo » anck devain' vit el if not greater 
Tor eſis 
| aro both Faithleſs and Unjaſe; that! either 
Dein, Envy, or CarclefhieſB fuffers His gern to 
broth and" Useful in the way of his Profeſ- 
floti, wiel he andcovertatitedto* make Him under- 
nd: He breaks his" Covenant, and anfhverg not hir 
Truſt, 
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THoff, by keeping back che Skill'chav is neceſſary to mae 


his Serum wliat he aims at. The Servant is the while 


dereived; and'loſes the only thing he bargain's for, 
ed and deſir d, and for which: he pledged his-Faith! and Ser- 


vice. This is one way' of refuſing to give to Serum 
tie which > Ja, an thr x wer ber and mne 


""Amatiev'i is, of denying them their ug che withiold- 
ing back the Priezzand'Rewardof their Seryice, that whicly 
they bargaitid and agreed for, which is as muel the Se. 
vants due, as any thing the Maſter has is his o. n. 'Hy 
has already, paid for it, and to defraud him of it, is to rob 
lim of juſt as much. Tis indeed in the Maſter's keeping; 
but it is no more his tlian' any Strangers. The Inter ſold 
it for ſ& much rr. he a- 

for, which being paid for by the Suu Work, it 
is them his own. A Mager may as well agree for Goods 
with any Cuſfomer, and receive the Price of them before- 
Rurid; and after 'tHat detain the Gods alſo, as take his Ser- 
vant's Time and Labour firſt, and then demy him his Ap- 
pointed nge. There is nothing plainer and better under- 
ſtoock than the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of ſtanding; to 
Agreerhents, ſich eſpecialſy as were deliberately made and 
wolliek have been ed without Fraud omthe one part; 
yer chere is reaſbn to think this part of Juſtice is very ill 
pracłis d by many” Maſters to their Ser vum as if they did 
not ovor tile ſame to them av to their Berters. Sen ſuch 
idle Fancy muſt poſſeſs them; that Superiors ate 
Pe by contracting with Inferiors, as they are with 
That which may make one eaſil conjecture 
thus, is; that the higher we go; tie better Quality and Pa- 
fon People are of the more'they- are ohr te offend 
agzinit this Fart of Figficr, and the leſs Repard they have 
to the Piſcharge of vohat is due by Contnu to their Ser- 
vants. For this Neaſbn, thatwhich ſhould Be to\thein Ho- 
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their great Loſs and Miſchief; they are thereby only more 
Injur d oo Oppreſs d. For this additional Guilt, the Hor 


nour and great Quality of Maſters add to Injuſtice, that 


they make it alſo Oppreſſion; tis Injuflice to deny what is 
the Servants due, but when the Servants cannot by the le- 


gal common Courſes obtain that Due, thro the great Pow- 
er and Titles ot their Maſters, then are they alſo Oppreſi'd 
as well as wrong d. It were ſome ſhame to fay, that 
either Law or Cuſtom. ſuould encourage or ſhould ju- 


ſtifie Opyreſſion, for Jai is to fit the higheſt in the 


5 
Ir might contribute to the doing this fort of Fuſlice, to 


_— that they. who are the backwardeſt to do it, are 
commonly the worſt ſerved; they are often met with, 
tho in a very faulty manner. For while the Servants live. 
with them, they commonly live upon them; they find 
aut ways to pay themſelves, with Intereſt, but it is by 
Frauds and Villanies, by allowing great Rates to ſuch as 
deal with them, by being ill Husbands for them, by going 
Shares with thoſe that gain from. them; and by a- world 
of little Courſes that are falſe and wicked. One Injuſtice 
another; and tho an unjuſt Maſter will not excuſe 
a ale and wicked Servant, yet he oft occaſions it, by 
ſnewing him the way, and putting him upon ſome kind 
of Neceſſity of living by ſuch Shitts. ... Wherefore the ſu- 
reſt way of being well ſerv'd, is to be very. juſt, to ſtand 
exactly to Agreements, and to give them their own. This 
will make them diligent, and faithful, and gire them no 
Temptation to be otherwiſe ; whereas when, that which of 
right belongs to them is deny d them, they firſt i 
they may do themſelves Juſtice, and then by degrees they 
give themſelves. great Reparations: Thus by being ill us d 
they become wicked, Againſt this we haye frequent Warn- 
ings in Scripture, . Thom ſhalt not oppreſs an hired Servant. 
that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy Brethren, or of 
n are in thy Land within 69; Gates. At his. 
8 Day | 
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Day thou ſhalt give him his Hire; neither ſhall the Sun go 
down upon it, for he is poor and ſetteth his Heut upon it, 
left he cry. againſt thee to the Lord, and in be Sin unto tbee. 
The Hardſhip is indeed the greater in detaining the Wages 
of poor Men, who daily ſubſiſt by their Labours; but tbe 
Injuſtice is the ſame, whether you bargain by the Day or 
Year, in detaining their Hire from them. „ mo him 
tlut buildeth his Houſe by Uurighreouſneſs, aud his Chambers 
by Wrong, that uſeth his Neighbours Service without Wages, 
and giveth him not for his Work. | Undoubtedly this Wooe 
belongs to all that defraud their Servant of their Wages, 
for they are Neighbours in the Scripture Senſe of that Word, 
and they receive the Profit and Advantage of their Work 
and Service, and therefore ought to pay fur the ſame. Be- 
hold, ſays St. ames, the hire of the Labonrers, who have: 
reaped down” your Fields, "which is of you kept back by Fraud, 
crieth; and their Cries have entered into the Ears of | the Lord 
of Sabaorh. The keeping back the Hire of all ober La- 
enter into his Ears; the Cruelty and Injuſtice is all alike, and 
the Offence the ſame; wherefore they who make Con- 
ſeience of paying the Day - Labourers, ſhould alſo x no] 
they are obliged to deal as juſtly by their menial Servants, : 
who alſo labour for them Day by Day. It is the ime: | 
caſe with Food and Raiment, with any Profit or Conve- 
nience that the Servant has Contracted for. It is in Ju- 
ſtice due to him, and muſt not be withholden from him; 
when he has earn d it, it is his, and his Inability of reco- 
vering it by Right or Law, makes it not leſs due, than if 
he were actually poſſeſſec of it. They Injuſtiee of detain - 
ing from Inferiors weak and helpleſs, is rais d and aggrava- 
ted by that Conſideration, becauſe there is Inſolence and 
Unmercifulneſ(s joynd with it. When they have nothing 
to oppoſe or anſwer to the Right and Juſtice of the Ser- 
vants and Inferiors Claim, they have recourſe to Power and 


Mighty: cher ar Richer,. Greaters/ und haue mae fiken, 
rk | . | 
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and Intereſt by whoſe help they tramplb over Juſtice: No- 
ting: can betray: a worſe, Mind thaw this; to. oppreſi = 
9 either. becauſe: they are ignozraor' of the 
Means oß recovering! their ue or umdile! to go: tio 
the Trouble, on hear the Change of dbing it. This is; 
| rag ago 11 Mens Wezlnels, rere 
ber to ; 5 | 


But: Maſters-are:not only to- deal j. 
they mult a alftdeaboyanily by them . kind as 
well ar hung to them, they maſtigive-thea what: is: their 
due in Naaſom aud: Contrience- tho! they kqueinee formal- 
 1ycontrafted for irt: A Man imayfhe: as: un quſtim detuining 
than whichithd Lam wolf: trov-compeb Rin to deliver, as: 
| —_— it would foreefrompliiny ab give tothe Owns 

\* Tis the: Reaſomand Benefittof the Co tu ma,, 
—— and obliges the: Conſtienve to males it 
good, befort- tlie Ponaltyrof Laws he toi be confuler'd; 
IB ane Man baro-•et Money of anothef; he knows he' is- 
ablig ch in-Canſtience:toi mpay him, tho he is nor under 
fermal Bunds tu do it the Brnefio ha ry he knows:is! 

Natural and Canditionsl;. and requires tha bring ianſfiver'd: 
ia the: like kinck weltich he uu bis: Pare promiſes; amt the 
 othefexpeds;; the Bund that afterwards fuctocds, is to con 
ſtraim Rirm to de that Jultive which:his: own Conſeience 
told him: ho muſt db wi Conſtraint ; it: is therefore 
Evident; that: wrfmre the Neaſum auch Benefit of * πππν 
appesr, there tlie Conſchence is eſuallyi oblig'd: to ſtanc to 
it, and/make in good, 28 ifl it ur neHer ſtormally made 
in Words and ty By: Penalties 30 fort thougſt all> Cn, 
naturally: mutual: Frotmiſs and Eugügements yet 
the Bottom and Foundatiom of thoſs-Promiſes is the denſt 
at ſome Brzefirireceiv'd, or the Hupe and Preſumptiom of 
ſome tu be' receiv'd; wherefore tit is the 'Obligntion- ar 
| the: Bottom eee 7979 e, vihierever 
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mil ons actually made; if then a Maſbr receive the Advan- 
tage of his Servant; Time and Labour, he is oblig'd im 
Conſcience to make him a ſufficient Retompeute, tho 
there were no Bargain formally made betwreem them; this 
the Conſciente ſays is equulj becauſe the Neaſon ani Ben- 
fits of a Cmract viſibly appear. This Rule is not onlyap-" | 
plicable to Maſters 1 regard to their Ser vami but in- 
deed to all Mankind: with reſpect to one another: The 
Mind may be in Chains and Fetters, where tlie Body isnot; 
the Conſcience often ĩs oblig d, where: the Forms of 7. 
ſtier can take no hold of a Man; on which Account there 
are more Ptiſoners than ve ſee or think of; many that” 
walk ar Liberty; and ſcem to be as free as the Air they 
breath in; that yet knowy within themſelves, that they are 
truly Priſoners and due to Fuſfire, tlioꝭ they elude it by ſone 
ſlighr of Falfhood; they know they are oblig d in Reaſon, 
juſtice and good Conſcience to diſcharge” a great many 
Debts, which yrt no Evidente; no Judge or Jury can _, 
tor ffom them. Their. Credit, may be, Was ſo great,” 
char they give; Bend; their reputed" Honeſty was Rick, 
that Men were glad to dea witty therm opon” their" dn 
Terms; or elſe they mortgage dvubly; 
or fe ctrl their Obligations, chat they fhould be Ing.- * 
nificant whert try. The ler of the Zam purſües wirr 
Hatred and” Abftorrence all theſe wicked Proceedings,” bur 
the Subtlety of Ktiaviſn and defigning e eee | 
for them, they triumphi"io” Ber” Wealene(s ant their oer 
Skill, arc ig Comempr of her walk in ger Lideſty *bir” 
tis the Liberty of Bray only,” for the® e is alF car 
while in Bonds; and Knows its Obſſyations{ Kiows Witt. 
is truly juſt ani Sn with refpecx tor Nba and Confti- 
1 however ir cfcape tür 'Cognizance | or” 8 


der y aut i alſo to be underſtood ach ge. 
Treatment, a is far, gbod natur- and humane f f. ae 
their Lier as cafte as we cum 3 * 
ormance 
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formance of their Duty and our Buſineſs; and therefore 


not to purſue them with perpetual Contumely and Reproach. 


nor uſe them as we do our Beaſts ot Burden; it is one of 
the worſt ways in the World of ſhewing our Superiority, 


by giving ill Language, and Words that become no 7094 | 


ta receive. The Condition of Servitude is of it ſelt 
vous enough, without the additional Evil of being on al 


Occaſions treated with Contempt and Scorn; if the Truth 


were. known, the Service is not the better perform'd for 


ſuch perpetual Chidings and Upbraidings, / elpecially in fo 


unſeemly a Manner. The nature of our Country. is not 
fo vile and diſingenuous, as always to want ſuch gallin 
Spurs and ſharp Excitements, to the Performance of the 


Servant Duties, Good Words at leaſt ſhould be the firſt 


Experiment chat all Superiors ſnould make, and be as long 
continu d as they can, they are ſo handſome and becoming 


reaſonable and religious People; and to be ſure thoſe Ser- | 


w4325 that perform their. Duty, do it better with 


Words, and live .more, Comfortably; and without doubt 
thoſe Means are fitteſt to be us d, that beſt attain their End,. 


wich the Eaſe and Pleaſure ot both Parsies. 


To this Comfort of good Hirds ruſt be alſo added, good: 
Uſage; Mafters muſt not be over rigorous in their Puniſn- 


ments, when Servants are faulty, but ſhould. infli& them 
with Deliberation, good Intention, and Compaſſion. An- 


ger produces often fad Effects, even where it prompts the 
Farents to correct their Children, and therefore muſt - be 
carefully attended to, where that Affection is not preſent to 
reſtrain them from exceeding the Bounds of Moderation. 
This is alſo to give them what is eu; the. Maſters owe 
their Servant. Admonition and Reproof, when they are 


found faulty, and Puniſhments proportioned to their Guilt. 
To this Moderation Maſters are alſo to have Regard in their 


Commands and Impoſitions, they muſt not oppreſs tbem 
with immoderate Tasks and Labour, but are to have a. 


* to the Capacity, Ability ad e oF: 
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Servants, It was one Occaſion of the Inſtitution of the 


Sabbath, to the Fews, that Servants might be reliey'd, and 


| not conſume a miſerable Life, in conſtant and continual La- 


bours. AER 
It is true, e n TALE Time and 18 are the 


"Maſter's, and he is to give them to no ones Uſe beſides, 


but yet they are to be exacted with Equity and Reaſon; 


Men muſt not wear out the Heart, nor make all the waſte 
they can ot Lands truly let out to them, though it be not 
expreſly covenanted againſt; becauſe it is preſum d in Rea- 


ſon and good Senſe, that others ate to ſucceed in the 


Poſſeſſion of theſe Lands. A Servant is not to be ſo con- 
ſum'd with Toil, as to be made unfit for other or for far- 
ther Services; he is not preſum'd to conſent to ſuch a Bar- 


gan, tho? all his Time and Labour ſtill belong to his Ma- 
They are therefore very much to blame that have no 


Conſideratioa of their Servants, that never think they do 
enough, but are conſtantly charging them with new Tasks, 
without any Reſt or Intermiſſion. "This is e 
: gully with them. 


But farther, Under this Head av wal 


de alba Give; that is fit to be taken of them both in 


their Health and Sickneſs, the giving them good _ 


and ſetring them a good Example, affording them 


tunities of ſerving God both at — and abroad, the 4 in- 
ſtructing them according to their Leiſure and Abili- 


ties in the common Rules of Honeſty and Juſtice, Truth 
and Faithfulneſs, exciting them to Diligence and Induſtry, 


and encouraging them therein, and in a Word to make 


them Virtuous and Religious, that they may be as uſeful 


in the World as they can; and to ſee, in caſe of Sickneſs, 


that they want not what is fitting for their Condition: 
Theſe are Courſes that are likely to make good Servants, 
to encourage ſuch as are ſo, and to oblige them to ſerve 
their Maſters with the greateſt Care and Affection — 
ble, there being none of ſo lovy and abject a Spirit, but 


who 
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"Wearecextito-ceniderheRralgn given by.che Anale : 
wok Maſters ſhould be juſt and equal to their Sexuan:;, | 
 Which-is hecauſe they know. eee aer in 4 
nen. Te make which Words a binding Reaſon to 
Maſters, they are to contain, either a Promiſe of Encau- 
ragement to ſueh as give their Senvuunts that which is (juſt 
Dane. Or T hreatning tO, ſuch-as; ſhall-negle&- the doing | 
it: and:conkdering ho this Mater is, the Lord Chriſt, he 0 
—— — Dead, with whom there ; 
tis · ns reſpect of Perſons, ho is to Puniſn and Reward, | 
conſidering) this, tis certain, that the Words intend them 
both, an Encouragement to thoſe that ſhall comply with 
the Command, and Threatning to ſuch as {ſhall neglect it. 
As they contain an Encouragement, they may be under- 
ſtood thus, ' Maſters give to gor Servants that which is uſt 
knowing that ye nue alſo a Maſter in Heaven; one 
vrhom you expect the juft Performance of all thoſe great 
and precious Promiſes, which of his Grace and Goodneſ- 
che has at any Time made you; and one from Whom you 
look for all the Mercies and Benefits, both Temporal and 
Spiritual, that are either fit for him to giue or for you to 
receive; and one who has promis d to be a bounteous Maſter to 
all his faithful and obedient Servants; to ſney Mercy to ſuch as 
Hhew Mercyto others. He took upon himſelfthe Form of a Ser- 
-arit, and lie da mean humble Life, depending, for ought that 
appears, upon the Charity and Friendſhip of good People 
forchis Suhſiſtence, and on the Entertainments his Doctrine 
gain d him; and therefore has exempted that, and every 
other poor and rmean Condition, from Contumely and Re- 
pꝓteach among Gbriſiuns, and made them rather for his 
; — great Pity and Compaſſion; | Behold, ſays 
our Saviour, I um among yon a5 he that ſerveth; not only 
to give his Diſciples an e Con- 
W now and then on juſt Occaſions, below their 


Out- 
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Ye , 


chat the aneauaſt People lin the World 


_ this Word are: full 
and auoſt honaurable 


of Wii to their ban, of Seruaut to their 
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de terutceable.:y0 


aut wand 


Btate am Mality, vnhen it is to 
ane another, but⸗to nHtiſte All Bondlitions uf Life; jj 
thewtthe>Watld that d lool net withdilen's Ryes, that 


the mot Hirth amd fFottune; Qualit y und Title, but 
avith 


im, if they-obeychis:Laws; and to; his Will; that ãt is 
Goatinels, Mirtue:and Relig, which rerommend to his 
Favour, and matbingrclic; wyllich the Pong and Serwancsot 


am ias hehas:made them 
Partakers of the ſame Grace here, and capable of the. ne 
Gloryihereafter, ſo heaommants them to beitreatecd here 

with all the Merey and Humanity, that their . Condition is 
capable uf 'receiving;;/ upon this Erineiple no doubt, that 
alltthe Word iſhuuld be: as happy us they can; and this ds 
that vrhich æyery ſingle Frrſum in the World thould govern 
himſelf by, d malte cach:ſingle Creature as catie ard as 
happy as r he is in; not to moleſt, 
affluſtvor i inſune any une, but todo all Fuftice, .xndto/ſliew 
all Mergy wr art able, runſiſtent irh our dn. Benet, 
andthariof tholetowhoin wur me more immediately rela- 
ted. Quraiuſter bar it in lmen has by:his Lavys con- 


ſulted better the Raſe and geneſit of all: inferior Relations of 


Men, cthanæither Fmiſh. Greek:or Nm Lawgivers have 


ever done. Their Condition is muck more N. under 


Oimitiaziy; chan amy tier Diſpenſation. 
De State of ase, e, dense me, re, | 


is abundantly more eaſie by-the:Rulesand Principles of 4 
Religion,” than to any:People:eMe. 7 ty has 'provi- 


died better for their 'Eaſe and Comfort, if thoſe that re 


coacern'd wilb follow its Directions. (Chriſtianity does not 
barely karre itheſt Things to the Civil Laus * 


of the Couutry, bur it gives now) Orders in their *Favour; 


where Laws and Cuftomsare:unrighteous, cruel and un- 
reaſonable againſt them, it mitigates them, and commands 


of, ash Rich and Mighty, 


— — 


its — to change them for 
(reaſonable ones; in a word, 1 he 2 


done it. 
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good · natur d, juſt and 


-thiat ever was for the good 
the Rights and Honours,: Privileges: 


all Syperiors, and beſt confults the Eaſe and Happineſs of 


allinferiors, by the moſt ſtrict and. indiſpenſable Obli 


- a lays on all Men to be uſt: and merciful; and to diſcharge 


their ſeveral Duties to each other, wit the utmoſt Care 
and Faithfulneſs that can be; and this it does beyond all o- 
ther . by Promiſes of Grace and Favour 
here, and mighty Recompences in the World to come, of 


| bn. * 
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/ This End. * and pinie, by the 


5 of the greateſt Puniſhments'to ſuch as ſhall neglect their 


ſeyeral Duties. Do what becomes you to your Servant, 
give them that vrhich is juſt and equal, — — 
ye have a Maſter in Heaven, that commands: you ſo to do, 
and who will alſo one Day take Account how ye have 
With this your Maſter there is no reſpect ot 
Perſons, the Bond and Free are all alike to him; the mean 


F 
ter; all. ſhall be judge d alike, and moſt im partially; the 


falſe and diſobedient Servant ſhall be puniſnid, and ſo. . 
all unjuſt and cruel Maſters: iiber ACA. 
As this Deſign was form'd/ to lead People-to Piery, more 


than to inſtruct them how to be Polite; ſo it has been all 


along executed with a Principal: View towards its End: 
However, in forming the Mind, the Conduct of Ladies, 
with reſpect to things relating entirely to this World, is 
not to be omitted; Direction and Wiſdom in the Ma- 
nagement of civil Affairs, having great Uſe in the Con- 


duct alſo of Spiritual, I' ſhall have regard to them in their 


Turns, and apply my ſelf in the following, —— e 
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' They. ſhould always remember that there are Degrees: of 
Gant to recommend themſelves to the World, in the &- - 
veral Parts of their Lives. In many Things, tho the do- 
ing them well may raiſe their Credit and Efeem, yet the 
Omiſſion of them wyould draw no immediate Reproach 
upon them; in others, where their Duty more particularly | 
calls them, the Neglect of them is among thoſe Faults 
which are not forgiven, and will bring them under a Cen- 
ſure, which will be much a heavier thing than the Trou- 
ble they would avoid. Of this kind is the Government of 
their -Howſe, Fumihy and Children,; which, ſince it is the 
Province allotted to their Sex, and that the diſcharging it 
well will for that Reaſon be expected from them, if they 
either deſert it out of Zazineſs, or manage it ill for want of 
Skill, inſtead of . Helps, they will be Inchanbrances tothe Ah. | 
mily where they are placed. 

They muſt be told, that no Reſpedt is laſting, but that : 
which. is produc d by our being in ſome Degree uſeful to 
thoſe that pay it; 9 that fails, the Homage and the 
Reverence go along with it, and fly to others, where 
ſomething may be expected in Exchange for them. Up- 
on this Principle the Reſpects even of the Chiidren and the 
Servants, will not ſtay with one that does not think them 
worth her Care. The old Houſe- keeper ſhall make a bets; 
ter Figure in the Family, than the Lady with. all her ſine 


Cboaths, if ſhe wilfully relinquiſhes her Title to the Go-, 


vernment; take heed therefore of carrying your good 
Breeding to ſuch a height, as to be good for nothing, and 
to be proud of it. Some think it has a great Air to be. | 
above troubling their Thoughts with ſuch ordinary Things, 
as their Houſe and Family. Others dare not admit Cares, 
for fear they ſhould. haſten. #+ikles. - Miſtaken Pride makes 
ſome think they muſt keep themſelves vp, and not deſcend... 
to theſe Duties, which do not ſeem enough refin'd for great, 
Ladies to be imploy d in; forgetting all this while that it is. 
more than the greateſt . can do, at once to preſerve 
r N Re- 
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Reſpect, and to neglect their Buſineſs; No A ches dre. 
ted Liars to Inſignifcant Gods; "they had all ſome Quality 
applyd to them, to draw” Worſhip from Mankind. This 
makes it the more unreaſonable for 2 Lady to expect to be 
conſider d, and at the ſame time reſolve not to deſerve it. 
Good Looks alone will not do, chey are not ſueh a laſting 
Tenure as to be relyd upon; and if they ſhould ſtay 
than they uſually do, it will by no means be ſafe to depend 
upon them; for when Time has abated the Violence of the 
firſt liking, and that the Napp is a little worn off; tho fil 
a good of Kindneſs may remain, Mn recover their 
Sight which before might be dazled, and n 
to object as well as to admire. | 
In ſuch a Caſe, when an Hus Ser an empyey airy 
thing ſail up and down the Houſe to no kind of purpoſe, 
and oak 64 if ſhe came thither only to male a Vit; when 
he finds, that after her Enmprins/3 has been extream bufie a- 
bout ſome very ſenſeleſs Thing, fhecats her Breakfaſt half 
an Hour before Dinner, to be at greater Liberty to afflict 
the Company with her Diſcourſe; then calls for I; 
that ſne may trouble her Aequaintance, who are 4 
cloy d with her, and having ſome proper Dialogues ready to 
diſplay her fooliſh Eloquonçe at the Top of the Stairs, ſhe 
ſets out lite a Ship out of the Harbour, laden with Trifles, 
aud comes back freighted with Things of the ſame Inſig- 
niſieancy: At her Return ſne repeats to her faithful p- 
mm, the Triumphs of the Day's Impertinence; then vyrapt 
up in Flattery and clean Linnen, goes to Bed {© ſatisfy d, 
I it throws her into pleaſant Dreams of her own Felici- 
ty. Such a one is ſeldom ſerious but with her Taylor : 
Hier Ghiluren and Family may now and then have à ran- 
dom Thought, but ſhe never takes Aim but at ſometling 
very Impertinent. I ſay, when a Husband, whoſe Pro- 
Vince is without” Doors, and to whom the Oeconomy of 
the Houſe would be in ſome Degree indecent, finds ng Or- 
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kinds, ſpringing from this Root, the miſtaken Lady, who 
n ee a well choſen 
Pettycoat, will at laſt be convinc'd of her Fror, and with 
Grief be fored to undergo the Penalties that belong to thoſt 
that are wilfully- Infgmficanet. When this ſcurvy Hour 
comes upon her, - ſhe-firſt grows augy; then-when the 
Time of it is paſt,” would perhaps grow Mer, not re- 
mernbring that vve can no more have Miſdom than Grace, 
whenever we think ſit to call for it; there are Times and 
Periods fix d. for both, and when they are too long negle- 
cted, the Puniſhment is that they are nor attainable, and 
nothing remaining but an uſeleſs Grief mung hav- 
inf pes out of our Power,” 

You are to think what a mean — 
when the: is degraded by her on Fault; whereas there is 
nothing in thoſe Duties which are expected from her, that 
can be a leſſeniag to her, except her want of Conduct makes 
it ſoz | ſhe may love her Children without living in the 
Nurſery, and may have a competent and diſcreet Care of 


them, without letting it break our upon the Company, or 
expoſing her ſelf by turning her Diſcourſe that way, which 


is a kind of laying Children to the Pariſh, and it can hard- 
ly be ſo done, but that thoſe who bear it will thin they 
are overcharg'd with them A Woman's Tnderneſa to her 
Children is one of the leaſt deceitful Evidences of her Vir- 
tue; but yet the way of expreſſing it muſt be ſubject to 
the Rules of good Breeding; and though a man ot Oun- 

liey ought not to be leſs kind to them, than Mothers of 
the i Rank are to theirs, yet ſne may diſtinguiſh her 
ſelf in the Manner, and avoid the coarſe Methods, which 
in Women of a lower Size might be more excuſable. But 
ſo much has already been ſaid of the Duty incumbent on 
Mothers to educate their Children well, that twiill be need- 
leſs to enlarge upon it here; I (hall therefore ptocœed to con- 
ſider what Ladies, as well as other Miſreſſes, owe to their 
Servants, What * lye under to pay them 
1 ef ſtrictly 


} 
: 
: 
' 
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Arictiy what is their Due, has been ſhewyn already, but 


they muſt never forget that tis a great Miſtake to thinks 


becauſe they receive Wages, they are therefore ſo much In- 


ferior to them, that it is below their Care to knowy how 


to manage them; it would be as good Reaſon for a Ma- 
ſter Workman to deſpiſe the Wheels of his Engines, becauſe 
they are made of bad: Theſe, Ladies, are the J/heels of 
your Family, and let your Directions be never ſo faultleſs, 
yet if theſs Engines ſtop or move wrong. the whole Order 
of your Houſe is either at a ſtand or diſtompos'd; beſides, 
the Dequality which is between you, muſt not make you 
forget, that Nature makes no ſuch Diſtinction, but that 
Servants may be lookt upon as humble Friends, and that 
Returns of Kindneſs and good Uſage are as much due to ſuch 
of them as deſerve it, as their Service is due to you when 

vou require it. A fooliſh Haughtineſs in the Style of ſpeal- 
ing, or in the manner of commanding them, is in it ſelf 
very Indecent, and produces ill Conſequences, for it begets 


an verſion in them, of which the leaſt ill Effect to be 
expected is, that they will be ſom and careleſs in all that is 


enjoyn d them, and you will find it true by your Experi- 


. ence, that you will be ſo much. the more obey d as you are 


leſs Inperious. Be not too haſty in giving your Orders, nor 
too angry when they are not abſerved in every Point of 
them, much leſs ought you to be loud and too much di- 
ſturbd. An Evenneſs in diſtinguiſhing when they do well 
or ill, is that which will make your Fami) move by a Rule 


and without Noiſe, and will the better ſet out your Skill 


in conducting it with Eaſe and Silence, that it may be 
like a well diſciplin d Army, which knows how to antici- 
pate the Orders that are fit to be given them. Ladies are 
never to forget the Duty of the preſent Hour to do another 


Thing, which tho' it may be better in it ſelf, is not to be 
unſeaſonably preferr d. Let them allot well choſen Hours 


for the Inſpection of their Family, which may be. fo di- 


_- inguiſhed from the reſt of their Time, that the neceſſary 
2 7 | ng | ; Cares 
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Cares may come in their proper Place, without any Influ- ©. 
ence upon their good Humaur or Interruption to other” 


things; by theſe Methods they will put themſelves in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of being valu d by their Servants, and their Obedi- 


evce will naturally'follovy. | on : L 

I muſt not forget one of greateſt Hrice belonging 
toa Family, which i is the Expence; it muſt not be ſuch as, 
by failing either in the Time or Meaſure of it, may rather 
draw Cenſure than gain Applauſe. If it were well exa- 
min d, there is more Money given to be laugh'd at, than 
for any one thing in the World, though the Purchaſers do 
not think ſo. A well ſtated Rule is like the Line; when 
that is once paſt, we are under another Pole; fo the firſt 
ſtraying from a Rule, is a ſtep towards making that which 
was before a Virtue, to change its Nature, and fo grow 
either into a Vice, or at leaſt an Impertinence. The Art of 
laying out Money wiſely is not attain d to, without a great 
deal of Thought, and it is yet more difficult in the Caſe of 
a Wife, who is accountable to her Husband for her Vi- 
ſtakes in it; it is not only his Money, his Credit too is at 


Stake, if what lies under the fei Care is manag d either 


with indecent; Thrift. or too looſe Profiuſion ; the Miſtreſs of 

the Family therefore, and more eſpecially if ſhe be a Wife, 
is to keep the-Mean between theſe two Exireamsz and it 
being hardly poſſible to hold the Balance exactly even, let 


it rather incline toward the Liberal fide, as more ſuitable to 


Perſons. of Quality, and leſs ſubject to Reproach; of the 
two, a little: Money mii ſpent is ſooner recover d, than the 
Credit which is loſt by having it unhandſomely ſav d; and 
a wiſe Huabamd will leſs forgive a ſhameful Piece of Far- 
ſimony, than a little Extravagance, if it be not too often re- 
peated. His Mind in this muſt be the Wife's chief Dire- 
ion; and his Temper, when once known, will ina great 
an N 10 1 if e gorirf 
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Theſe Rules will be thaught a little too ſlaviſſi for thoſe 
Ladies, that have ſet themſclres no other Guides chan their 
own Wills, who claim an y ia the Govern- 
ment of the Family, and will account for their Conduct 
neither to their Husbands nor the World; (who: in every 
thing conſult only their Fancy and Humour, and laugh at 
the Notion of, Duty in the marry d State, any farther than 
conliſts with their Pleaſure and Eaſe; but we muſt beg 
leave to carry this Matter à little farther ſtill, and ſhew 
them that there is ſomething more than even all this ex pe- 
Gted from them, by the ſupream / Judge of all Things, to 
Whom they muſt ſurely one Day accbunt for the neglect 
of all theſe Things; they muſt not only take care of Fa- 

nily Support with Diſcretion, they muſt alſo be as mindful 
of Family Religion, remembring that every one is accounta- 
ble to God, not only for themſelues, but likewiſe thoſe that 
are committed to their Charge. It will be neceſſary to be 
_ 8 this Article, tis ſo little underſtood or 

b is) _— CC | F ; „ Fa by £ 
ther in Perſon or in Duty, ſhould feethat the conſtant Wor- 


ſhip of Gad be maintain d in their Faxilies;” by daily Pray-" 


ers, Morning and Evening, and by reading ſome Portions 
of the Holy Scriptures at thoſe Times, eſpecially out of 


the Þ/alms and New Aan; this is of abſalute Neceſſi- 
ty to keep aliye a denſe of God and Religion in their Minds ; 


where it is neglected, bo can any Family in Reaſon be 
reckon d a Famih of Cbriſtians, or indeed to have any Roli- 
gion at all? rn odio e 


S * 4 1 ens L 4 by I beg 1 = 
F bere are not wanting excellent Helps to this Purpoſe, 


for thoſe. that ſtand in need of them, as it is 40 be fand 
moſt Families do, for the due and. decent Diſcharge of this 
ſolemn oo of Freyer; theſe Helps may be foundiin feve- 
ral Books of Devotion, calculated for the private Uſe of Fa- 


milies, as well as for ſecrer Prayers in our Cloſets, For be- 
ſides. the reading of the Holy Scriptures, which are the 
ST eee e 
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great. W of Divine Truth, Maſters and Are 
of Families may do well alſo to add to theſe, other pious 
and profitable Books, which by their Plainneſs are fitted for 
the Ladmctten of all Capacities in the moſt neceſſary Points 
of Belief and Practice. * God be thanked, an a 
bundavv Store of his; ſort, but none that is more fitted for 
general and conſtant Uſe, than that excellant Book, ſo well 
known. by the Tizle of The. Whole Dury e Man; becauſe it 
is conveniently divided. into ꝓarts or Sections, one of which 


may be read in the Family at any Time, 9 


ſure for it, but more eſpecially on the Lord's Day, when 
the whole Family may the more eaſily be brought and kept 
together, and have the De, to attend * theſe 
hy without Diſtraction. 


f the Reflections that 8 collected i in this Book, : 


the Ladies Library, will prove of Uſe towards forwarding 
the Exerciſe of this Important Duty, by putting People ſo 
often and ſo earneſtly in Mind of it, it Wai ben abundantly re- 


compenſe the Pains and Labour that hath been taken about 
it, and may be a Beneſit as well-as an Entertainment to Fa- 


milies, When read by Parcels at convenient Seaſons, and 


apply'd to proper Perſons. In the ſeveral Conditions of 


Life, we muſt by no Means omit another part of Family- 


and Refreſhment of them; this being a Piece of Nan 
Religion, ound and in all Ages and in moſt: Places 
of the World, but never ſb ſhamefully and ſ 


neglected, and by many 
r And moſt of all 


plentiful Tables, aud among thoſe of / higheſt Quality; às 


. Perſons were-aſhamed orithought ſoan-to _ K 
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Religion, . becauſe it is in many Families already gone, and 
in others going out of Faſhion; I mean, a ſolemn Ac- 
knowledgment of the Providence of Gad, by begging his 
Bleſſing at our Meals, upon his good Creatures provided or 
our Uſe, and by returning Thanks to him for the Benefit 


Nighted: and deſpis d, as it is a- 
where 
there is the greateſt Reaſon for 11 
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from whence theſe Bleſſings come; like the Nation of 
the Fews, of whom God complains, She knew not that I 


gude her Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and multiplied her Sil. 


ver and Gold? ſhe would not acknowledge from whoſe 
Bounty all "theſe Bleſmgs came; or 'as if the Poor were 
oblig d to thank God for a little, but thoſe who are fed to 
the full, and whoſe Cups ov 


are almoſt every Day ſurfeited of Plenty, were not at leaſt 


equally bound to make Returns of Thankful” Acknow- 


ledgment to the Great Giver of all Things, and im- 
Plore his Bounty and Bleſſing, upon whom the Eyes of all 
do wait, that he may give them their Meat in due Seaſon. 
The neglecting this Duty is a very fad and broad fgn 
of the Prevalency of Atheiſm and 'Tnfidelity among us, 
. when ſo natural and ſo reaſonable a Piece of Religion, ſo 
meet and equal an Acknowledgment of the conſtant and 
daily Care of the Providence of Almighty God towards-us, 
begins to grow out of date find uſe, in a Nation profeſ- 
ſing Relizion, and the Belief of the Being and Providence 


of God. Is it not a righteous Thing with God to take 


away his Bleſſings from Us, vrhen we deny Him this juſt 
and eaſie Tribute of Praiſe: and Thankſpiving'? Shall not 
God viſit for this horrible ingratitude, and ſhall not his Soul 


be avenged on ſuch a Nation as This ? * 0 Heavens, and 


be horribly aſtoniſhed at this ! | 
Another very See Part of Family Religion con- 


_ ſits in inſtructing thoſe committed to our Charge in the 


Fundamental Principles, and in the careful Practice of the” 
nebeſſary Duties of Religion. Maſters and Aiſtreſſes of Fa- 
milies muſt have theſe: Things inſtilled into Children and 
Seruanis, by proper and ſuitable Means, by furniſhing them 


with thoſe Books that are moſt proper to teach them thoſe 


things in * een moſt bear ron . to be 
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In order to — 2 they muſt take care that they nt 
to _ which will make the Buſineſs: of Inſtruction 
ns FA much 


erfow, inſomuch that they 
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much eaſier. If are diligent and well dilpos'd, they 
may. after nw ys taught the f Principles of Re- 


gion, by reading the Holy Scri and other good Books, 
d to receive. 
much greater Benofit and Adranrage by. publick teach- . 


greatly improve themſelves, ſo as to be x 


ing of their Miniſters.  _. on 1 
In this Work of Inſtruction, our principal Care ſhould 

be, to plant thoſe. Principles of Rehgion in our Children and 

Servants. which; are moſt. Fundamental and Neceſlary, 


and like to have the greateſt and moſt laſting Influence _ 
upon, their, 2 wo As, 1 0 and, worthy Apprehen- 


ſions. of. God, Infinite Goodneh, and 
that S eee and a 
lirely Senſe alſo of the great Evil and Danger of a + a. 
firm Belief of the Immortality of our Sos, and of the 


ble and endleſs Rewards. and Puniſhments of ano- 
ther World: If thee Principles once take Root, they will 


e ; BT 2608 y ſtick by them all their 
15 
Whereas it be plane in them duh Doings d 


Opinions, and inculcate upon them the Notions of a Sect, 


and the Jargon of a Party, this will turn to a very pitiful 
Account, and we muſt expect that our Harveſ will be 
anſpverable to our Husbandeg. 
2 As this Work of Inſiruffion of thoſe that are under our 
Charge ought not to be neglected at other times, ſo it is 
more peculiarly ſeaſonable on the Lord's Day, which ought 
to be employ'd by us to religious Purpoſes, and in the Ex- 
erciſes of Piety and Devotion.  Chiefly in the publick - 
Worſhip: and Service ot God, upon which we ſhould be 
that our Children and Servants diligently and de- 
voutly attend, becauſe there God affords the Means which . 
he has appointed for the begetting and increaſing of Piety 
and Goodneſs, and to which he has promiſed a more eſpe- 
cial Bleſſing. There they will have the opportunity of 
yuning - in the publick Foe of God's, Church, and of 
Ns. 
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ſharing in the unſpeakäable Benefit and rn of them 


And there they Will alſo have the Advantage öf being in- 
drucded by the Mitiſters of Coch in the DoAtine of Kah 


tion, and the Way to Eternal Life, and of denz power" 


fully incite? to the Priftice of Piety and Virtue.” 
They will alſo there be invited to'the Zord'# Tuble;/ t 


pirticpare of the Holy Sacrament of Chriſt's moſt Vlefſed 
the moſt ſolemn Inſtitution 


Body and Blood; which bei 
of as Chriſtian Religion, the frequent Participation” of 


which is by our Bieſtd Lord, in Remembrance of his 


dyiog Lore, enjoin'd Upon ill Chriftians, -we ought: to takt 
a very particular care, that thoſe who are under our Charge, 


ſo [don as they are capable of it, be duly inſtructec and 


pPftepar d for it; that io, as often as Opportunity offers, 


they may be preſent at this Holy Action, and N 


the Ineſtimable Benefits and Comforts of it. 


Wben the publick Worſhip of thar Dey is over, our Fa 


milies ſhould be mitructed at Home, by having the 

tures and ather good Rooks read to them. Care alſo ſſo 

be taken that they do this themſelves; it being the Ale 

W that moſt of them, eſpecialy Ser vunts, have, 
minding the Buſineſs of Religion, and thinking! Ter 

ouſly of 2 another World. © 


And therefore one cannot but think it of very gert 
| Conſequence to the maintaining and keeping alive of Re- 
Izgion in the World, that this Day be religiouſly obſerved, 
and ſpent as much as may be in the Exerciſes of Piety, 
and in the Care of our Souls. For ſurely every one chat 


has a true Senſe of Religion will grant, that it is neceſſury 
that ſome Time ſhould be folemnly ſet apart for this pur- 
puſe, which is of all other our greateſt Concernment : 
They who neglect this ſo proper Seaſon and Opporturiity, 
will hardly find any other time for it, efpecially 4 — who 
are under the Government and Command of others, as 

Children and ' Servants, who are ſeldom upon any ne 
Day allow'd to be ſo much Malters of K 


this Dop. 
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3 forward in the way to Heaven; they muſt 
allowy them Time and Opportunity, but they 
o eardoſily and ſtrictly. char them Wer 
—— Day, and more y-on the Sabbath. Dur, 
Morning and Evening, to pray to God for the Forgive“ 
neſs. of their Sits, and for his Mercy and Bleſſing upon 
them ; as alſo to praiſe him for all is Favours' and Bene- 
amn chem from Day to Da 
In order to this, they ought to take Chee ther cthicke: 
Children and Ser uus de nend wich ſuch ſhort Forms 
of -Prayers and Praiſe,” as are proper and ſuitable to their 
Capacities and Conditions reſpe@ively ; becauſe there are 
but very few chat know how to ſet about and 
theſe Dutien without ſome Helps of this Kine. 
Another prineipal part of the Duty of Maſters and Mi- 
ſtreſſes of Families, conſiſts in giving goa En pl; 
which was David's Reſolution, 7 will ys Fo any ſelf wiſely: 
m perfeñ way, I will wall within my Honfe 6 web per- 
felt Heart. They muſt be very — be Exemplary: 
in their Families in che beſt Things; in à conſtant and 
devout ſerving of God, nee and N * 
undlemedble Converſion 
One e t deb m mb fond ways . xtakenboſs 
who are under our Care and Authority good, is to be 
good our ſelves, and by our good Bxample to ſhewy them 
the way to be ſo: Without this our beſt Inſtructions Will 
ſignifie but little, and tlic main Force amd Efficity of them 
will ' be loſt. We under mine the beſt Inſtructions we cat 
2 when they are not ſeconded and confirm di by our 


own Exam 
che Authority of all out gad Chanſel, aud very lle He- 
verenoe and Obediente will: be pal to it. The Preerpte 
and Admonitiaus of a very good Man have in thema 
fr nets Tout pc pred 
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2 If Bent and Myfreſſes of Families are deſirous to have 
their Children and Servants. Religious in good carneſt, and 


le and Prifiies': Tie wa of this will Wenke 


e — 
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* great Power of Perſwaſion, and are apt ſtrongly to move 
and to enflame others to go an do litemiſe. But the good 
| Inſtructions of a bad Man: are languid and faint, :and of 
very little force; 'becauſe they give no Heart and Encou- 
ragement to follow that Counſel which thay ke that 
gives it does not think fit to take himſelf. 
The Obligation of the Governors of Families to take 
care of their Conduct both in Spirituals and in Temporals, 
is not only. their Duty but their Intereſt. All Authority 
over others is a Talent entruſted with us by God, and for 
which we are accountable, if we do not improve it and 
make uſe of it to that End. We are obliged by all lawful 
Means to provide for the Temporal Welfare of our Family, 
to feed and cloath their Badies, and to give them a com- 
fortable Subſiſteuce here in the World. And ſurely much 
more are we, obliged to take Care of their Souls, and to 
conſult their eternal Happineſs in another Lite ; in Com- 
Pariſon of which all ene, 25 Su. * 
rations are as not | 
P thing — 
e ae to: ſuffer a Child to ſtarve for want of the 
Neceſſuries of Life, Food and Raiment ; all the World 
would cry out ſname upon them for it. But how much 
greater Cruelty muſt it in Reaſon: be thought, to let an 


want of Knowledge and n for the attain- 
ing of eternal Salvation? 

The Apoſtle thinks no Words bad enough for thoſe 
who neglect the Temporal Welfare of their Families ; he 
that provideth not for his own, ſays he, eſpecially for thoſe 
of bis amn Hoteſe, hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than 
an fel. Tie does not deſerve the Name of a Chriſtian, 
who neglects a Duty, ta which, from the plain Dictates 
of Nature, a Heathen thinks himſelf obliged. What then 
C for the 
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Immortal Soul, and one for mom Chriſt died, periſm for 1 


Obligati E 
and-firong 3 and if we be.remifs and negligent in the Di 
charge of it, we can never anſwer ir e d or 
our own Conſciences, which ſhould awaken us all who 
are concern'd in it, to the ſerious Conſideration of it, and 


effeftually engage um for the future to the fairhful and con. g 


ſcientious Performance of it. 

Indeed: M it AE wand e e there 
was no Confideration of Duty to be a Spur to us in this 
Point. It is really for our Service and Advantage, that 
thoſo who belong to us ſhould ſerve and fear God; Reli- 
gion being the beſt and ſureſt Foundation of the Duties of 
„ Nan 
true Diſcharge and Performance of them. 

1 Would we bave Dutiful and Obedient Chillren, Diligent 
and Faithful Servants ? Nothing will ſo effe&ually oblige 
them to be ſo, as the Fear of God, and the Principles of 

Religion firmly and rooted. in them. Abraham, 
who. by the Teſtimony. of God himſelf, was fo eminent 
| 1 both of a good Father, and a 


, of hs Fil, found he b Such of 


* 
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ts Religious Care inthekuppy Biieds of it, borh upon 
his So Huac, and his ebief 8 ben e eee we 
_ Houſe Eliexer 


ne an 
Neſpect and Obedienee to the Commands of his Faber did 


_ 6f e Houle EA of 
_ - Faithfel was be in his'Maſter's Service ? This made him 


Sub 9-ue," We coght with the * care to inſti oh 
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dae, uf n profound | 
-when without the (leaſt murmuring or Relu- 


— to be bound and laid upon the Myr, 


to have been Rain for a Sacyifice, if denke. e gd 


Inngel. ſent on purpoſę, interpœsd to prevent it? 7 


What an admirable: Servant — — was che W 
He Diligent and 


truſt him with this greuteſt Conternments, and with all 


chat he had; and When he empley d him in that great 


Affair of the Marriage of his Son Iſaac, what Pains did 


he take, What Prudence did he uſe, 'w did be 
fhew in the' great Truſt, giving bim- 
uch the Buſineſs he was 


and Ager ef Bund, ede Oxe of thelr G 


dren and Servants. 4 R 
I will add but ones iber w How the Power 


of Religion, to blipe Men to cher Duty, "How did the 
Fear of Ged'fewt Foſeph's Fidelity to his Maſter in the 
eaſe of à very great and violent Temptation ? When there 
Was nothing ele to reſtrai him from ſo levyd and wicked 
an Act to Winch he was ſo-powettully temptod, the Con- 
ſideration of the great Truſt his "Maſter reposd in him, 
and the Senſe of his Duty to him, but above all, the Fear 
of God, prefery'd him from conſenting to ſo vile and wie- 
ed an Action. Hvw cn 5 275 he, 40 Phir grant al. 
5, and ſin againſt Gj! oo. 
Ar Rae therefore, _ from e Confetti 
ef the great Beniefſt and Advantage which will thereby re- 


 Princigles 
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Principles of Religion into thoſe that belong to us: For it 
the Seeds of trus Piegy bo" ſown in them, we ſhall reap the 
Fruits of it: And if this be neglected, we ſhall certainly 


find the Miſchief and Inconvenience of it. If our Chil- 
dren and Servants be nat taught to Fear and Reverence 


God, how can we expect that they ſhould Reverence and 


Regard us? At leaſt, we can have no ſure hold of them; 


for nothing but Religion lays an Obligation upon Conſcience; 
nor is there any other certain Bond of Duty, 

and Fidelity. Men will break looſe from all other Tyes, 
when a fit Occaſion and a fair Opportunity ſtrongly tempts 


them. And as Religion is neceſſary to procure the Favour 
o and all the Comfort and Happineſs which that 
ngs along with it, ſo it is neceſlary alſo to ſecure the 


—_— Duties and Offices of Men to one another. 


Having conſider d the ſeveral Duties of the . Daughrer, 


Wife, Mother, Widow, Miſhaſs, in all their various Branches, 
we proceed now to the Conſideration of thoſe things 


which will moſt aſſiſt them in the good Diſcharge of 


them, as Religion, Prayer, Repentance, and the like. In 


the former part of this Deſign, we have had Regard to. 


the Reliſh even of thoſe Worldly People who have no Taſte 
of Good, unleſs it be diſh'd to them in their own way, 
and has a Mixture of the Gay as well as the Seriows. We 
ſhall, in what follows, ſtudy chiefly. to inſtruct and inform 
rather by Precepts, than Entertainment. The Subjects are 
the moſt uſeful that can be treated of; upon them de- 
pends our eternal Happineis or Miſery, which. is ſurely 


ſufficient VVV 


E Mis TR ESS. 279 


© 
2 
4 
x 
8 
- 
.- 


5 &7.” 4 
9 . 1 
. 3 
bs * . 


n 
23 7 
* * 


% 


1 24} £XF} 8 5 
8 , . . 


2 
* nf Ee We 
af 5mm As + * * 
"7 
A 


* 2 
"x ; 3 : 
2 7 
$54 + 4-4 
'Y 
= 
4 * SA 
1 > ( 
EEE 
= © 
Wt « 
* 
"IN 
4 * 
"bs * 
* 
. ** 
9 


*. 8 . 


* 
— 


"aut eee 
S209 N e vu U MI ive a OY A 1 


* 


1 


abe 72 


i 91 ke 0 422 N 
rr Ai 


n EYE Þ 


"i. 2 4 
* n o 


** 

* 
* tans Nx 
| $4 5 

TER #468 #:. » 

* 

«ft 

2 


2 


” en 


e . 
* 1 . W I | 
* 


$4 1 3 . 
4 - o F * 3 o a; 1 
3 2 » 1 — 'F i Y * F n 


b 
+ * ” = 
51 * 1 


— 


+ «x Sx Z xp 
% 2 A He EE 5 4-4 


z T 
— Fad 
- £5.44 * 
— * 4 — » * 2 * + — 
E 
. A, 
N 
* 2 
— 
* 8 wo 
C45 + { 
% 
H 8 
5 
. 
a * £ 
wt * - 


* 


** 


1 
l 


A 
L 


TH £2808 Bs: 


; F = N 

, ene 
5 11 Va n 
* 


e e 


7 


5 4 
* wo * 4. 
* * N 


- 1p * 
8 98 

8 K * K 
wy 


» 1 0 
N * 2 8 ME * V. 


3 


LS OS 
- , 2 1 4 
La” + 1 5 1 f Ky bs Lf 17 , > * . 7 
* 7 *. A 1 2 & JAE DS 2 why > 1 $77 Kt N d $5 
* he” K 5 6p + 
4 — t - . * . i 
ä / 4 * gt RY. ma , 
; . 1-8. * : ; 227 * A . 
1 J ts. 35 Rs „F 
* 9 - * TA + 7 # * 
. . * 0 . 1 * 
4 N 5 a $0 o M * 2 " 7 Wy I. * 
: 3 FF 
7 2 ** IN 8 
"7 x. ett A - n * x Ve > Bots 
* 3 r 1 * 874 * Ic * me * [3 Re Y * F 4 4 
a we Rh EE HF PR 1 ' «+ 
* < * 3 #- 
N C 1 * . 2 1 9:54, W- 
3 6-7 8 * * 7 4 7 . 1 x" 
Led 8 # 2 4 5 11 . VER = 08 T7 i * a 
EY - \ " + IN py * 
Loy p mM 3 ; by —— F 
A1 8 1 9 *. . 2 * 
F 
1 * o P 
Pod; F I 


U 
Lag F 
< 4 9” 
„ 
VI 
— - : ! 
*, , ' Fs 
* 47-2 "I 


3 


2 CI 
8 - — 
s 2 * . 1 


1 er Bs Wo 
24%; ATA 9 


74108 


. * W 
. * 


4 * 
rn 72 


= kf © 1 i 
10 1 Z : 


* 1 * |, * 1 . 84 o * 

Was n 
F F * 

* * a * + its — i See 7 % 

Tat + | + WY 3; & n * 


. #- 28-5 * 5 5 
„„ 


if 15 e 1 E063 iN; F dow ths Ih 
| W 


52 
£ 

* 
* 
* 2 
hk” 
2 
ws 4 
9 
— 
* 


1 
$3 21 51 EF aA 1 


4, te 44 4 er 
A . * 
eie 
45 b$G* * n 


WI of A055 


WY * 
2 4 $4.45 bine 
29 121 * 


1 1 


us | 
n 


W v fad 8 
F 1 4 . 2 
* PH 3 * a v- 
—_ 
* N — 
6 * 7 
* « 1 * 
2 -\ g 3 
* * N - 5 
- 
* 2 8 ; 
L — 
* 
* I — 
- 
1 
- 
- 


1 


OLI , 
e 6 FA 7 
Pond * 


{xy - 5 7 * 


W OY 4 
2 Text ani 


Gta 1 


4 1 4. oF 


rw: ths. 
11 2 21 
1 - 


4 ty. 

Addreſs of Ac AER og 

pay tn by his Father David's Ind 

Advice, Excellent, the Church's in the Ca ef Mal 

37. Cautions for the Manner of giviri Fro ns 

89. of a Prelate to a Mother h tb educate a Dauphs' 
e e & ſeq. of F bow e. 
ceſſary to their Servants, 277. r 

Adukery, 3 e 
Antient Chriſtians in that Caſe, 4 

AﬀeGation to be avoided by Young and Old, 217. whence. 
it ariſes, ibid. _ EY 

Air (Open) Children ſhould be bred in it; 181. 
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Eu . to be l Fe 


73. 
Avarice ſhould be no Motive X Marriage, 1 | 
Averſion, et in Cake of | 
Marriage, 36. by | 
Auguſtus, his Moderation ic eating, 187. | | 
IF Mother of Ant, "his Tutor, 127, 128, 
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al Children ſhool be bred up to one, 155. 

8 of Children, how to know it, 217. fl 

Careleſſneſs the Effect of bad Education, 97. we. 
born with in Children, 211. | 

Carriage of Wives, Caations about it, a4 . uu ef 
it comes with 0. 

Catechiſing Children, the/Beneke of ft, 164. A e of 
the Proteſtant Religion, 165. 


Charity, à Virtue/to' by ing hip: bins 198. 


requh'd of ene, . "RE ene '6f- 5 
oh *. | 
Chaſle Converſation, rs of a Wife, 43. 
Chaſtiſement, too much of it ſpeils Children,” "wc 
creates incurable Averſion, 20. 


= and Parent, the Relation equal ST all Ranks, 
„ ann 57: 10098 dg GEL: + COP 20 | 
bad winde widertood by 4 n e e 
Children, the Duty they — — eie 
_ cannot be acquitted of? it by any faul of their Parents, 
6. boy they Thould be Corrècted, 88. Te be h 
cated according to the Condition of their mE, 9. 
Should be nurs d by their? Mothers, 1 F. 1 5 ver” - 
| have nothing becauſe at plenſes then; 30 
on their Parents as their belt Friends, 203. Their Minds 
not to be too much curbd, 205. Should be made ſen- 
ſible of Shame, 210. and converſe with their Parents, 
223. Apt to be ſpoils by the Niggclncs. & Mothers, 
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Chriſtnings, be 147. 5 
83 Women mult appear good, as well as be good, 


Geben the beſt Religion for u S of Lie, 
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"Civility, inward will produce outward; 2222. 
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Commands of Parents juſt and kind, 9. of Baabesde 
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ſonable, 108. | Leafy I of; 
Compaſſion of Men how e Wines, N. Hud. 
Confirmation, the Practice of it recommended, 166... 
Connivance at the Husband's Falſhood how At cgi 


a Wife, 10. ee 
Qonvent-Life no honourable Virginity 26. ND 
_ Corns cured by wet Feet, 129. See eee 
| Correction, when to be. us d by Parent, — Rules for 
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Covetous Husbands, how. to be n Bi, $71 


Country Gentlemen; refus'd hy Is: 296. Why. 
32. Should live at their Seats, 67. 08 +15 rt 17S; 

"Country; the Servict we owe it, 91 4 u 

F Women, 113. 


a. mean Spirit, 113 3. [3 Pur 0 ABT WE 6 TOTAE 11% 185 


C the Miſchief. of it to Virgins; 39 2 buds 
K. eee e + 8 PSS Af 


| 
_ nm Wort Far ht 4 Peg wet} af $3: 07 $904.40 
SR 9c Sgt 30 500 092 01 109 
9 mw Y * a > TW *: 77% f D. 81 erat In alt. 

TL L Ra 8 3 2 101 wat,” 3 


ER nic wats Children, OE r 
FP ae Air ge 


7 20 | "7 ; * Daugh- 


* 


Dies of Sk. to Parents.in the Caſe of .Mar- 


ELLE. 


33. DETAILS 
_ them, 114, & ſeq: be their Mothers Compe- 
nions, 129, 130. 


Debts 0; Servants, the Duty df pre tbem, —. Gs 
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Diſcipline, the Miſc | 
135. 


tifkable, 17. the Trouble it occaſions, 
23. 2 OT, * +, * 
Diſſembling to be correQhed in Children, 113. 148 3 3 
Diſtinction of Quality ablolutely necellary,- 93. — 
Divorces cheap among the Aricients, 16. The Fates of. 
them among the ewa, 48. 5 
KS of Parents ts to be ſubmitted to with Patience, 


Drink, much, or ſtrong, not to be given to. ee 
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